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Implications for Instruction
Instruction should utilize texts that fall into the grade level’s range of 

complexity. Instructors should use leveled texts carefully as they 

build independence in struggling readers.



Administrative Support
How can administrators support the use of complex-text in your 
classrooms?

• Review grade level literature and resources and ensure that it is on 
grade level.

• Ensure that instructors are comfortable allowing students to struggle 
productively with complex text.

• Look at current scope and sequence to determine where/how to 
incorporate greater text complexity.

• Provide professional development to ensure that instructors know 
how to identify text complexity.

• Provide professional development for instructors to assist students 
to bridge the gap from reading level to grade range complexity level.

Scaffolding Reading Strategies Jigsaw Activity
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Non-Examples and Examples

In “Casey at the Bat,” Casey strikes out. 

Describe a time when you failed at 

something.

In “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” Dr. King 

discusses nonviolent protest. Discuss, in 

writing, a time when you wanted to fight 

against something that you felt was unfair.

In “The Gettysburg Address” Lincoln says 

the nation is dedicated to the proposition 

that all men are created equal. Why is 

equality an important value to promote?

What makes Casey’s experiences at bat

humorous?

What can you infer from King’s letter about 

the letter that he received?

“The Gettysburg Address” mentions the 

year 1776. According to Lincoln’s speech, 

why is this year significant to the events 

described in the speech?

Not Text-Dependent Text-Dependent

Replicated from a PPT from achievethecore.org 



Administrative Support
How can administrators support text-dependent instruction?

• Help teachers to understand that they need to spend more time 

teaching students how to find evidence from the text.

• Provide time for teachers to create text-dependent questions.

• Provide professional development and in-class support to assure 

that instructors know how to apply close reading strategies.



Mind the Gap
Why is there a gap between the old standards and the      

expectation of using more nonfiction text?

• Instructors do not agree that students should be                     

reading more informational text.

• Instructors think that they do not have access to informational 

text.

• Instructors do not know which text features they should 

emphasize.

• Instructors do not know how to teach using or integrating 

informational text.

Text Features Progression Activity
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Grades 1 to 5 Text Features

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Know and use 

various text 

features (e.g., 

headings, tables 

of contents, 

glossaries, 

electronic menus, 

icons) to locate 

key facts or 

information in a 

text. 

Know and use 

various text 

features (e.g., 

captions, bold 

print, 

subheadings, 

glossaries, 

indexes, 

electronic menus, 

icons) to locate 

key facts or 

information in a 

text efficiently. 

Use text features 

and search tools 

(e.g. key words, 

sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to 

locate information 

relevant to a given 

topic efficiently. 

Describe the 

overall structure 

(e.g. chronology, 

comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, 

concepts, or 

information in a 

text or part of a 

text. 

Compare and 

Contrast the 

overall structure 

(e.g. chronology, 

comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, 

concepts, or 

information in two 

or more texts. 
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