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SUPER BOWL OR SUPER CHILL? 

The Super Bowl is one of the biggest sports events of the year. Football fans love the game so much that 

they are willing to pay $2,900 to $11,800 for tickets, and people come from all over the United States and 

the world to see the game in person! 

If you Google “Who decides where the Super Bowl is played?” you will 

see this answer on Ask.com: “… The Super Bowl usually goes to a city 

that has warm weather in the winter. If the Super Bowl game is awarded to 

a city with cold weather, the game will be played in a domed (covered) 

stadium.” 

That was not true for the 2014 Super Bowl. For the first time the game was 

played outdoors in a cold-weather city. On February 2, 2014, the two best 

teams in the NFL competed for the trophy at Met Life Stadium in 

Rutherford, New Jersey.                                                                                                                                        

Playing conditions could have been very different from past Super Bowls. The average temperature in 

February is 33 degrees, but it has been as cold as 14 degrees below zero. (There have been warm days, 

too – as high as 76 degrees!) The Farmer’s Almanac was predicting “bitterly cold weather” in February 

2013. They also predicted a major storm would hit the Northeast between February 1 and 3! The Almanac 

claims their weather predictions are correct 80% of the time, but most weather experts do not believe it is 

possible to make such long-range forecasts.   

On any given day in February, there is a 27% chance of snow in the area of the stadium. Even though 

blizzards are not that common in the northeast, they do occur. In December of 2010, a game in 

Philadelphia had to be postponed for two days. Airports were closed, public transportation was shut down 

and, the snow was so heavy that crews could not clear the roads for fans to get to the game.  

On the other hand, weather seldom affects whether a football game is played. There is a long tradition that 

American football is played “in the elements". Within one week in 1981, the Chargers went from playing 

an overtime game in Miami in 88 degree, high-humidity weather to playing in –37 degree wind chill in 

Cincinnati, an effective temperature difference of 125 degrees! Snow, ice, fog, torrential rain - do not stop 

football games unless the game cannot be refereed - as in the case of thick fog or deep snow that hides the 

yard lines on the field. In the history of the NFL, only one game was cancelled, a few were postponed, 

and the location of another game was changed.  

The game location had significant effects on the surrounding area. Businesses and services in New Jersey 

and New York City served thousands of people who stayed at hotels, ate at restaurants, went sight-seeing, 

and shopped in the metropolitan area. The event created jobs, although some were only temporary. 

Planners provided mass transit to move people to and from the stadium for the game, but there were 

certainly travel delays before, during, and after the game due to the sheer volume of the traffic. 

Things went relatively well this time, but a lot of people say we got lucky. Many people think it is a great 

idea and the NFL should do it again, but visitors from warm places complained about the cold and snow. 

In any case, it does seem that a great game played anywhere can take your mind off the weather! 
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Develop an Argument with Facts 

Question: Should the Super Bowl be played in a cold-weather city in a stadium that does not have a 

dome? 

Directions: For each claim below, find as many details as you can from the article to support the given 

claim.  

Claim: The Super Bowl is such an important game that it should be played under the best conditions 

without possible effects from the weather. 

Support from article: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Claim:  Playing football in all kinds of weather has always been part of the game and that should include 

the Super Bowl. 

Support from article: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more practice, choose one of the claims below and find facts/examples/details in the article to support it. 

Claim: Northern cities with open stadiums should have the opportunity to host the Super Bowl. 

Claim: It would be disastrous if the game had to be played during a major winter storm. 
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Develop an Argument with Reasoning 

Question: Should the Super Bowl be played in a cold-weather city in a stadium that does not have a 

dome? 

Directions: Sometimes writers can use the same fact to support opposite opinions by connecting it to their claim with 

different reasoning. For each example below, decide whether it would be good reasoning in an argument  (FOR) 

or  (AGAINST) playing the Super Bowl in a cold-weather, open-domed stadium. Circle the appropriate symbol. 

Fact/detail: The average temperature in February is 33 degrees. 

 or  This is only an average temperature – it could be even warmer.   

 or  Football is a fall sport; people expect to play it and watch it in cold temperatures.  

 or  Frozen fingers could prevent the players from throwing/catching their best.  

 or  Super Bowl fans expect to watch the game in comfort.   

 or  Average temperatures are no guarantee for any given day; it could get much  

colder.  

 or  Football is a fall sport; people expect to play it and watch it in cold temperatures.  

 or  Playing football at these temperatures would not have any effect on the players.   

 

Directions: Select another fact or detail from the article; show how each side could use the same 

information with different reasoning to support opposite positions. 

Detail: 

 

 

 Reasoning for:

 

 

 

Reasoning against: 
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COMPOSING A COUNTER ARGUMENT 

Directions: Choose the side that you support. Use the information from the previous pages to 

write a paragraph that will present and refute (counter) a claim by the opposition. You may 

begin with these sentence starters or create your own. 

Topic sentence: Present a possible claim from the other side   

My opponents may say/believe (that) ___ or even ___.  

Some people think/feel/believe (that) ____. 

Transition sentence: Refute claim and present your reason(s) 

However, it is just as likely (more likely) that… 

Nonetheless, the effect of this would (not) be… 
But the evidence does not support this. In fact,… 

Evidence 

Supporting sentences supply the facts, details, and reasoning to support the counter argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


