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Language 
Figuratively Speaking: Pet Poems 

Grades 3-5 
 

 

Rationale 

   Figurative language is often taught in isolation and as a recognition 

activity. By drawing comparisons themselves, students will actively 

engage in choosing specific metaphors and similes to describe 

something familiar and meaningful to them and will develop a unique 

authentic composition. 
 

Goal 

   To explore figurative language and use it to describe an animal or pet 

when writing a poem 
 

Standards 

  L.3.5a Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and 

phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 

  L.4.5a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as 

pretty as a picture) in context. 

  L.5.5a Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, 

in context. 

 
Objectives 

  Students will use their understanding of similes and metaphors to write 

a poem about their favorite animal or pet. 

  Students will describe the pet in terms of its appearance, its 

movements, and its context. 

 

Materials 

Chart paper and markers for developing a poem. 

Pet Poem Organizer 

 

Procedures 

  Discuss the importance of painting pictures with words to help make 

meaning clear to a listener (when speaking) and to a reader, through 

writing and speaking. 

  Ask students to explain the meaning of “simile” and “metaphor.” If 

necessary, explain that they are ways to compare one thing to another 

in order to paint a picture in the reader’s mind. Clarify the difference 
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between the two. Similes use the words ‘as’ or ‘like’ whereas 

metaphors do not. 

Tell students that today they will use similes and metaphors to draft a 

poem about their favorite animal or pet. 

Model the activity by composing a poem directed by you. Here is an 
example called “Tessa the Cat.” 

► First describe her appearance. “Tessa is very orange, like the light 

in a sunset. She also has bright green eyes that shine like gems.” 

► Next describe her movements. “Tessa is old and doesn’t jump as 

well as she did when she was a kitten, but I love her. You know, 

when she wakes up and stretches her legs, it’s like the pages of an 

old book cracking. I’ll put that down.” 

► Finally describe her context. “Tessa’s favorite spot is a section of 

the kitchen where the light comes in. She rolls around in that light. 

She just loves being in the spotlight, like she’s on stage.” 

Encourage students to offer suggestions. Write down their ideas. As a 

group, organize the words into a poem. 

Say: “Ok, I think we have a draft of our poem!” Read the title first. For 

example: “Tessa the Cat.” 

 

Sunset orange and sleepy. 

Gemstone eyes sparkle green 

Old limbs unfold like the pages of a book 

And spread lazily on her familiar stage. 
 

Point out the different types of figurative language, and ask them to 

describe how the poem makes them feel. 

Tell students they will now create their own poems. Ask students to 

draw a graphic organizer to describe a pet or their favorite animals. 

At the end, have students share their drafts. Ask: “Did anyone hear a 

simile/metaphor?” Have students explain the meaning of the similes 

and metaphors used. For example, ask: “To what did Max compare his 

dog’s tail? What do you think Max means when he says she is ‘a 

walking rug’?” 

 

Teacher Tips 

You may want to provide some photographs of animals to help 
students describe them. 

Some students may struggle with the comparisons. Make sure you 

think aloud the connection between the pet you choose and the other 

object. If necessary, use a Venn diagram to show how the two things 

are alike. 

Using figurative language requires writers to look at objects in new 

ways. You might manipulate an object to get this point across. For 
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example, you could put an object in a bag and have them reach in and 

use words to describe what it is like. Or you could use shadows, 

negatives, or other visual manipulation to mask the identity of an 

object and have students describe its features and compare it to other 

things. 

Although this is a creative activity, not all student responses will be 

accurate. If you hear a student describe a pet as in a way that does not 

seem to fit that kind of animal, push the child to explain his or her 

thinking and guide him or her to use appearance, movement, and 

context to develop more accurate comparisons. 

 

Extension Activities 

Point out figurative language in texts you read. Discuss why the author chose 

to include figurative language. 

List kinds of texts that often include figurative language and texts or situations 

where figurative language might be confusing (as in traffic signs or 

directions). 

If students are receptive, consider discussing how figurative language says 

something more about the pet than a straight description does. For example, 

saying that the pet is on a familiar stage suggests that she is comfortable in 

your home, and loves your attention. If you had described a hidey hole as her 

favorite spot, you would have conveyed something very different. If students 

are not ready to explore this, practice the skill of identifying figurative 

language in reading, and work up to these discussions. 
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Pet Poem Organizer 

Think about your pet or the animal you chose. Then fill in the boxes with ideas about the animal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What does it look like? What does it remind you of? 

How does it move? What does that remind you of? 

Look at everything around it. What does that remind you of? 


