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LETTER FROM THE president
PlEASE join US AS wE cElEBRATE ThoSE in oUR locAl ART coMMUniTy
MoRE infoRMATion AT www.ARTSGlEnAllEn.coM

Dear Friends, 

While in-person programs and performances at The Cultural Arts Center are at a 20 year low, our staff has been busy  
creating new ways to bring the arts to you.  We truly believe in the transformational power of the arts to bring communities 
together… and, in today’s world, to bring enrichment to you—our friends, supporters and patrons.   
 
The art community is suffering from a lack of participation, and we are doing all we can to support our local performers and 
artists.  They are the ones who bring beauty, joy and imagination into our lives.  I hope you will read and enjoy this digital 
art magazine from our staff and artists.  In addition to our galleries that are currently open to the public, please watch for 
more articles, videos, online classes and more from The Cultural Arts Center.  We hope you are all staying safe and doing 
well.  Thank you for virtually allowing us into your home with this new digital publication.  

Most Sincerely,

K Alferio

wElcoME
wElcoME
wElcoME

wElcoME
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wElcoME staff directory

President
K Alferio
804-261-6210
alferio@artsglenallen.com

Events Sales Manager 
Nancy Allen
804-261-6211
rentals@artsglenallen.com

Performing Arts Manager
& Technical Director
Richard Koch
804-261-6208
performingarts@artsglenallen.com

Arts Outreach Coordinator
Cindy Rinker
804-261-6205
artsoutreach@artsglenallen.com

Office Manager
Karen Josephsen
804-261-6203
karen@artsglenallen.com

Facility Manager
Alice Adkins
804-261-6207
adkins@artsglenallen.com

Visual Arts Manager
Lauren Hall
804-261-6206
programs@artsglenallen.com

Development Director
Amy Holland, CFRE
804-261-6214
development@artsglenallen.com

Guest Services
Box Office/Volunteers
Ryan Imirie
804-261-ARTS (2787)
info@artsglenallen.com

Director of Marketing  
& Public Relations
Christopher Murphy
804-261-6213
marketing@artsglenallen.com

Meet the staff! Looking for more information on renting space for special events  
or how to become a featured artist in one of our galleries? Or perhaps you’d like to  
organize an art activity or class for your business or organization? Our team looks 
forward to hearing from you and answering any questions you may have.

The 2020-2021 Season is generously sponsored by:

The Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen offers residents and visitors in the metropolitan 
Richmond region an unparalleled opportunity to experience the arts, explore new ideas, 
develop new talents, and experience all the best this community has to offer. Learn 
more at www.artsglenallen.com.

The Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen
2880 Mountain Road  |  PO Box 1249  |  Glen Allen, VA 23060

804-261-ARTS (2787)
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The CulTural arTs CenTer wishes To Thank
The following donors for Their  supporT.

Gifts received July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020.

lead support provided by:
County of Henrico

$10,000 - $49,999
Markel Corporation
Towne Bank Richmond  
   Foundation
Virginia Commission for 
   the Arts
Wells Fargo Corporate 
Philanthropy and 
 Community Relations Group 

$2,500 - $4,999
Fidelity Charitable 
Ms. Angela Harper
Mike and Susie Haubenstock
Paul and Nancy Springman

$1,000 - $2,499
Abrar Azamuddin
BB&T
Community Foundation 
   for a Greater Richmond
Dr. James Doering
First Mount Zion Baptist 
   Church
Robert and Lynne Glasser
Scott Hammer
Christopher Jones
Bruce and Janet Kay
Michael Klein
Mrs. Juanita Leatherberry
Belinda McDowell
Nancy McMahon
Mutual Assurance Society 
   of Virginia Fund
Brandi Payne
Ms. JoAnn Perkins
Pfizer Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program
River City Ukulele 
   Society, Inc.
Wave Church

$500 - $999
Benevity - Altria Employee 
Matching Gifts
Hope Pharmacy
Dr. Shantelle Brown PharmD
Sherman Burroughs
Steven and Ava Deal
Kerry and Matt Grey
Michael and Brenda 
   HuYoung
Saint Peter Baptist Church
Rick and Mary Elliot Wheeler

$250 - $499
Beth Alley
Bank of America Matching 

Gifts Program
Dick and Linda Bunce
Mike and Melissa Burke
David and Christine 
   Charbonneau
Ace and Jana Ernst
Michael and CarolFix
Bill and Teresa Fleming
Anonymous
General Electric JK Group
Bud and Waverly Henderson
Christopher Jones
Kroger Community Rewards
Dr. John Lynch
Barbara Mandel
Mrs. Matilda “Tillie” Oslin
Ms. Kistie Patch
Mr. William Pitts
Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation Inc.
Mr. Kirk Spitzer
Mary West

$100 - $249
Connie Alexander
K and Gerry Alferio
Arthur’s Electric Service, Inc.
Jonathan Austin
David Berg
Beth Bickford
Olivia Buck
Keith and Pam Carney
Alan and Frona Colker
Cross Ridge Women’s Club
Irene Crump
Michael and Susan Cushnie
Gerald Dackin
Ms. Marion Dieterich
John DiMiceli
Dominion Energy Charitable 
Foundation
Dianne and James Forsythe
Garnish
Curtis Glatfelter
Diane Gray
Robert and Lisa Hafker
Owen Hawkins Jr.
Amy Holland
Shirlene Howard
David Howard
Ed and Maxine Hutchinson
Nancy and Bo Johnson
Donald Jordan
Celeste Joyce
Gordon and Gloria Keesee
Jack Keller
Paul and Gail Knapik
John Larson
Victoria Levy
Ms. Sallie Moncol
Mr. Pete Nelson

Network for Good
Sandi Nogi
Ms. Trudy Norfleet
Roslyn Oliveri
Vilma Osmalov
Mr. Josh Parsley
Ms. Ethel Patch
Julian and Chloe Pemberton
Ms. Carol Pope
Ms. Susan B. Rekowski
Richmond Weddings
Anonymous
Mr. Ranny Robertson
Eileen Schilken
Schwab Charitable
David Scoven
Mark and Susan Smith
Bill and Mona Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Stocky 
   and Mary Lou
Peter Thacker
Camille Thomas
Mrs. Faye Traylor
Edward Villanueva
Dr. Brenda Walton
Ronald and Ella Wells
Michael and Patricia White
Assured Partners
Whiteside Refrigeration, LLC
Louis Wilson
Ronald and Shirley Winters
Virginia Wood
Charles Zalesiak

$25 - $99
Randy Abernathy
Helena Adams
Irvin and Charline Alley
Jean Austin
Allison Bagby
Mr. Charles Bennett
Joyce Birch
Raymond Blum
Lorraine Bodofsky
Steve and Sally Bolte
Loretta Bowers
Gladys Bowles
Carmen Bowry
Patricia Brodie
Mary Anne Browne
John Butler
Jane Campbell
Don Carter
Sheila Chandler
Henry and Genevieve 
Chenault
David Clatterbuck
Faye Coppage
Faye Coppage
Harold Costley
Alan Courtney

Joe Crenshaw
Donna Criddle
Kathleen Crowley
Mr. Robert Cruikshank
Georgie Cutright
Thomas and Phyllis 
   Dayspring
Mary Deffenbaugh
Jim and Carol Deitrick
Ms. Kathryn DiPasqua
Linda Eades
Marie Edwards
Ms. Judith Ewart
Mrs. Anne Fanelli
Russell Finer and 
   Terry Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fix
Laura Fuller
Dennis Gaudett
Oretha Gaylor
Kathy Geiser
Peter George
Jean Goldman
Jill Goodman
Margaret Graham
Cathy Gray
Richard Grier
Les Haisley
Marion Hall
Brenda Hamlin
Maurice Hancock
William Haneke
Barbara Hansen
Ms. Sarah Harper
Betty Harrell
John Hartsook
Frank Haselton
Thomas and Donna Henry
Rose and Sheldon Herold
Rose and Sheldon Herold
Charles and Althea Hinson
Mr. Mark Hodges
Patrick and Gladys Hubert
Kathleen Hughes
Jan Hummel
Henry Jacocks
Ms. Patricia Jarman
Beverly Jennette
Loren Johnson
Russell Johnston
Sharon Jones
Claire Kaugars
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kay
Mrs. Deborah Kay
Sara Keller
Mr. Frank Kish
Mary Kline
Kathleen Kocik
Bev and Sid Koerin
Cynthia Kubat
Ms. Andrea Kuhn

Betty La Place
Rachel Laduke
Diana Lane
Mrs. Cynthia Lantz
Anne Leveridge
Midge Liggan
Beverly Lindsey
Sharon Lommel
Don and Anne Long
Mrs. Rosemary Martin
Mr. Floyd Mays
Archana McLoughlin
Andrea and Neil McSweeney
Lucille Midyette
Sharyn Milsky
Gayle Montgomery
Billie and Anna Moore
Jane Morton-Trump
Ms. Huong Nguyen
Kimberley Osmonson
Niharika Patel
Nancy Paulett
Jesse Pickels
Mr. Joseph Porter
Ruth Ann Puckett
Hazel Puryear
Mrs. Susan Rea
Rose Regni
Ralph and Lillian Rhudy
Cindy Rinker
Bobbie Sandvig
Barbara Satterwhite
John Schmeelk
Sheldon and Shirley Shapiro
Harry D. Shelton Jr.
Rose Soghoian
Mrs. Elizabeth Stallings
Chris and Nancy Stiebel
John Szeker
Vivian D. Thomas
David Townes
Janice Tudor
Elisabeth Turner
Ed Vaughan
Mrs. LisaRae Walker
Ms. Patricia Walton
Leslie Weems
Janice and Lance Weiglein
Mr. Michael Weisberg
Ms. Vickie Weitzenhofer
Allan and Jane Wells
Jean Whitlock
Kevin and Elva Wilhite
Louis Wilson
Ms. Laura Wimmer
Everett and Kirby 
   Worthington

Gifts to The Cultural Arts Center support our amazing Outreach Programs 
designed to bring art into the lives of those who would otherwise not have these enriching experiences.  

To give the gift of art, please contact amy holland, Cfre, at 804-261-6214
or by email at development@artsglenallen.com.
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STAYING CREATIVE WHILE
WORKING FROM HOME

7 TIPS TO FLEX YOUR CREATIVE MUSCLES 

1. doodle or sTarT a CreaTive journal
Doodling is meant to be a completely subconscious activity 
where you simply put pen to paper and start drawing. It’s 
the act of creating something while your mind is focused 
elsewhere. Doodles can help spark a new idea or creative 
project! The world is your canvas, so let yourself go with this 
exercise, and see where your imagination takes you!

2. go see some green
It can be helpful to go for a run (or walk) when thinking 
through ideas or challenges, especially if you’re lucky to live 
near some green space. Meetings filling your day? Why not 
take them on the walk with you and have a call rather than 
needing to sit by your screen?

3. flex Your green Thumb 
If you’re able to safely spend time in your yard, now’s a 
good time to dive into gardening. But even if you don’t  
have a garden or a backyard, you can get in on the fun  
with a small herb garden for your kitchen.  

4. Cook Your waY Through a Cookbook
Whether you collect cookbooks or want to sharpen your 

skills in the kitchen, this is the perfect time to dive in and try 
new recipes – or create new recipes of your own! It’ll make 
cooking (and eating) so much more enjoyable. Plan out fun, 
themed family dinners to spice things up even more! 

5. masTer new makeup looks 
Just because you’re not going out lately doesn’t mean you 
can’t have fun trying out some new makeup looks. Break out 
your brushes, and you’ll have plenty of time to master new 
techniques before their public debut!

6. Tour an exhibiT online 
Many museums are setting up their exhibits online, so you 
can still get your arts and culture fixes from the confines of 
your home. Visit www.artsglenallen.com to view current  
exhibits at The Cultural Arts Center.

7. Take an online Class
This is a great way to learn a new skill you’ve always wanted 
to take on and connect with new friends and makers who 
share your interests! Visit www.artsglenallen.com to stay  
up-to-date on class offerings at The Cultural Arts Center.



the art of
celebrating

by, sarah burroughs





With the ongoing special circumstances and substantial  
changes in our day to day lives as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it can be overwhelming to find ways to celebrate  
and spend time with others without putting ourselves or 
others at risk. Due to the inherent dangers of the virus, 
hundreds of businesses across the Richmond area have been 
forced to shut down in order to put the safety of their staff and 
customers first. As some restrictions have been lifted to allow 
more activity, some of Richmond’s most loved businesses are 
opening back up for the public to enjoy. 
 The Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen (CACGA) is one 
such Richmond organization that has recently been able to 
open its doors to the public again. The CACGA is thrilled to have 
the ability to allow rentals for events once again to the 
public (along with galleries and classes opening, but not yet any 
performances.) While many people know of the CACGA for its 
art exhibits and community events, they may not know that the 
CACGA has been offering beautiful event space to the public for 
over 21 years, ever since the opening of its doors. “County and 
Richmond area residents are enriched by what we bring to the 
community in the form of visual and performing arts, but also as 
a lovely events venue,” said Events Sales Manager, Nancy Allen.
 The Center was closed for three months during the 
“shutdown” causing many events to be either postponed or  
canceled.  Of course, that came with a significant loss of  
revenue. The opening and return to operations under the  
Governor’s guidelines brought a new set of challenges.  “The 
changes [closures and postponements] created confusion and 
so one of the challenges has been to impose some order on the 
resulting chaos,” said Allen.    
 it is no secret that safety and well-being will be at 
the forefront of everyone’s mind when hosting events. The 
Center has implemented new safety precautions, including 
sanitation and cleaning procedures, to ensure everyone’s safety 
and health while attending events.  Renters work with The 
Center to assure that social distancing guidelines are followed.  
“We are requiring our renters to sign a contract addendum 
agreeing to take responsibility for compliance with the 
Governor’s current orders with regard to mask-wearing and 
social distancing. As we determine the room setups, we take 
social distancing into account and add extra space at no extra 
charge to the renter,” said Allen. 

 The Center has various unique event spaces. There are 
lovely ballrooms, a sculpture garden, an art gallery, and historic 
Walkerton Tavern and lawn. “We are able to offer lovely and 
functional rental spaces, easy access from major Richmond 
highways, and lots of free parking. Events at The Center are an 
excellent value for the money. It is the perfect fit for lovers of 
The Arts. Of particular interest right now are our two beautiful 
outdoor venues which have become even more valuable when 
it comes to planning safe events during this era of COVID-19. 
People feel safer outside,” said Allen. The spaces vary in style, 
allowing for many different kinds of events – business meetings, 
expos, weddings and showers.  Allen says, “It is our pleasure to 
serve such a diverse community of culture and enterprise.  We 
are a ‘cultural center’ in the truest sense of the word!”
 The CACGA rental model is a unique hybrid. The 
facilities are owned by Henrico County, while the Center is a 
nonprofit Foundation for the Arts that operates within the 
space. One advantage of having this hybrid model for rentals is 
that the CACGA is able to operate without restrictions that other 
county facilities have.  “An important difference is that we are 
able to allow alcohol to be served at our events,” said Allen.
 

 To explore the options available for rent at the 
CaCga, you can arrange a tour or check out the website if 
you’d like to avoid an in-person tour. To do so, visit 
www.artsglenallen.com and click the “Rent the Center” tab on 
the website. There is a virtual photo tour of each space, so you 
can gain an idea of what it looks like and whether it will work 
for your event. Notice required for reservations varies event to 
event and space to space. “We sometimes have brides call about 
dates that are two years away. We also have had celebrations 
of life with just two days’ notice. If the space is available, we are 
happy to accommodate renters. Each space has its own 
capacity, which will vary depending on the setup that is 
needed. Social distance requirements have significantly 
reduced the capacities of our rental spaces,” said Allen. 
 The event arm of The Center is back to almost normal 
operation despite the adjustments that are required to keep 
everyone safe. “We offer our community a lovely place to have 
their events. For as long as people have events and need a place 
to have them, we provide that service to the community,” said 
Allen. 
 
learn more and schedule a tour today at 804-261-6211 
or www.artsglenallen.com.

THE ART OF 
CELEBRATING
By: Sarah Burroughs
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MEET THE STAFF
aliCe adkins, faCiliTY direCTor
804-261-6207  |  adkins@artsglenallen.com 
 

how long have you worked at The Cultural arts 
Center, and what is a typical day like for you? 
I have been working at The Center since 1999,  
working in different roles... Facility Manager, Facility  
Supervisor and on to Director of Facilities with a  
typical day being to check on all three buildings,  
making sure all operations of the buildings are in 
tip top shape for the day’s events. Next stop, I talk to 
staff for any new updates they may have and go over 
the day’s needs. Then, on to planning for upcoming 
events and assigning additional duties, as needed. 
Then, there’s a lot of logistics and scheduling to be 
talked over for upcoming events. 

what do you enjoy most about working 
at The Cultural arts Center?
I truly enjoy all the excitement and planning for a vast 
number of events, as I’ve learned over the years that 
every event is different from the last.

what is the most challenging part of your job?
The most challenging part of my job is concentrating 
on managing the physical buildings and, at the same 
time, staying on top of events that need that special 
attention, so nothing falls through the cracks.

 
 
what’s a common question you get from visitors? 
(and what is the answer?)
The most common questions I get from visitors are,  
“Is this a County facility?” I go on to explain how we 
are not run by Henrico County; we are run by a private 
Board.

how has Covid-19 impacted your day-to-day  
operations?
The pandemic has impacted operations in that we no 
longer have the steady stream of business we’ve had 
over the previous years, nor do we have the staff I’m 
accustomed to having. However, positive thinking 
tells me we will rebound!

what steps has The Center taken in response  
to Covid-19? 
The Center has taken all the necessary steps required 
from the CDC and our state government. We are very 
conscious of following guidelines so the  
community has a safe place to visit, attend classes  
and plan events.

what is one of your favorite memories during  
your time at The Cultural arts Center? 
My favorite memory here at The Cultural Arts Center 
is May 29th, 2005 when my daughter got married 
here with 200+ family and friends from many different 
states in attendance to witness the nuptials.

what do you like to do when you are not working? 
When I am not working, I love to travel, do home  
projects and cook up some good food!

who is your favorite local artist? 
Tough question because I have a few! I like Common 
Ground Band, The Original Moonlighters Band, and I 
love artwork created by Hamilton Glass! 

what’s a fun fact about you most people may  
not know?  
I really am a big kid at heart! I love dressing up for 
Halloween, right along with my grandchildren. (They 
think I’m the coolest NaNa ever!) And I love decorating 
for every holiday of the year. 

what advice would you give people  
before their visit to The Center?
Be prepared for a fun experience, whether it’s a class, 
a performance, an event, or to browse the gift shop. 
It’s all here! Enjoy!   

   



a picture
is worth
a thousand
words
 
new exhibit by the james river art league, on display  
in our gumenick family gallery until september 13, 2020 
with free admission for all. 

“Kauai Garden” - Cindy Kinney             Art Locally | 11   



“Sun Worshipper” - Elizabeth Hood - Best in Show “Killdeer on Rocky Nest” - Linda Leah Wolitz - 2nd Place 

“Photobombed” - Cathy Kresan - Honorable Mention “Highlands Cloud Cap” - Janine Orr - Honorable Mention



“Killdeer on Rocky Nest” - Linda Leah Wolitz - 2nd Place 

“Highlands Cloud Cap” - Janine Orr - Honorable Mention

A Picture  
is Worth
a Thousand 
Words

“Rhythmic Blues” - Sarah Elliott - 3rd Place

Congratulations to the winners of this stunning, juried exhibit  
by the james river art league, on display in our gumenick family  
gallery until september 13, 2020.
Using the titular theme, James River Art League artists created  
paintings that reflect a song, poem, anthem, or an inspirational  
quote that is meaningful to them.

feaTured arTisTs:

Terry Atkinson
Carol Baron
Keiko Bell
Dale Berry
Donna Boone
Sally Booth
David Cheatham
Marla Coleman
Carol Cullinan

Jazmin Davidson
Sarah Elliott
Alice Goode
Mike Haubenstock
Harvey Hinson
Elizabeth Hood
Linda Hultgren
Susan Hutcheson
Stella Jones

Bonnie Jordan
Mary Kent
Cindy Kinney
Cathy Kresan
Margaret Matheson
Roz Mathias
Rosemary McKnight
Carole E. Morck
Janine Orr

Lois Shipley
Porter Smith-Thayer
David Snellings
Mike Steele
Harriet Vincent
Linda Leah Wolitz
Maria Pilar York

            Art Locally | 13   





ALL THAT

            Art Locally | 15   

here’s a fun craft to do with the whole family! 
add a little sparkle to your bedroom décor with 
this fun project that features your initial in glitter 
as the main attraction. With just a few supplies and 
a little patience, you’ll have a fun piece of art you 
can hang on the wall or on your bedroom door to 
add a touch of personality to your space. 

whaT You need:

• Small canvas
• Glitter glues in assorted colors
• Pencil

whaT You do:

1. Draw your initial onto the canvas using a pencil. 

2. After choosing a glitter glue color, draw over 
your pencil lines with a solid line of glue. 

3. If desired, add a second line of glue next to the 
first. This will help it pop from the canvas! 

4. Use one or more additional colors of glitter glue 
to create a fun background. Play with patterns like 
dots, wavy lines, stripes, grid lines, and more! 

5. Leave your finished piece in a safe place to dry 
for at least twelve hours. More time may be needed 
depending on the amount of glitter glue used.

all done? displaY Your work!

Ready to hang your artwork? Stretched canvas can 
be hung as-is, or add a unique frame for more  
personality. Canvas boards can be hung by  
attaching coordinating ribbon to the back of the 
top corners with tape or a strong glue.

shine on! 
we would love to see your finished projects!  
To be featured, please email a photo of your work  
of art to marketing@artsglenallen.com.

This project was inspired by the 
Cultural Arts Center’s Collectively 
Chromatic past exhibit, featuring the 
glitterrific work of Jordann Wine!

Glitters

As seen in Richmond Family Magazine.



triumphI have jokingly called myself 
a mad scientist, and there is 
a level of obsession involved 
in my practice. It’s like having 
an idea that I must get out, 
or it will be all I think about. 

“



triumph

SUKENYA BEST

Tell us a little about your background and 
how long you have been creating art/doing 
your craft.
I grew up with uncles who were visual artists; 
their paintings and drawings were always 
hanging in a family member’s apartment.  
As a young girl, I would draw a lot and was  
obsessed with cartoons. When my family 
moved from New York to Virginia, I signed up 
for art classes in middle school and continued 
taking art classes in high school. I went to 
Virginia Commonwealth University to study 
Painting and Printmaking and received a B.F.A 
degree in 2001. A couple of years later, I  
decided to move to Tennessee to study  
Printmaking at the University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville and earned a M.F.A in 2007. Upon my 
return to Virginia, I am an art educator and still 
have an active studio life. 

I have been a professional artist for 13 years 
and studied art in schools for 18 years.

what were some of your early influences to 
pursue the arts? (did you always want to be 
an artist/performer when you were a child?)
Family and cartoons. I knew in sixth grade that 
I wanted to be an artist. 

are there any particular artists of color who 
inspire you? if so, who?
Yes. Edmonia Lewis, Elizabeth Catlett, 
Howardena Pindell, Emma Amos, John Biggers, 
Kerry James Marshall, and Sam Gilliam. 
Just to name a few.

outside of your art, what feeds your 
imagination and brings you joy?
Scriptures from the Bible, dance (doing and 
watching), listening to music, laughter from 
children playing, being around family & 
friends, watching cooking shows, and 
international travel.

what are you trying to communicate with 
your art?
People with dreams, spirit, and strength.

how has the black lives matter movement 
impacted you as an artist?
I was already painting black lives, portraits of 
people within my community. Perhaps venues 
that would normally ignore my artwork will 
now begin to look at it.

what does it mean, to you, to be an artist of 
color in today’s society?
Being both black and an artist is natural to me. 
I feel like I was created to make art, just like I 
was born black. 

What I will protect is my freedom to choose the 
concept and subject matter of what I want to 
create.

has the black lives matter movement 
inspired you to create art?
No, I was already committed to creating 
artwork. I started my “Young Warriors” series 
last year and will continue doing it.

The Cultural arts Center is dedicating our entire 2020-2021 season to  
showcasing the outstanding talents of local artists and performers - presenting 
the best while helping the best recover. Our region is blessed with greatness and 
we are committed to putting it on stage and within our galleries for all to enjoy. 
We recently caught up with local artist Sukenya Best to learn more about her 
journey as an artist. Here’s what Sukenya had to share...

QA
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what do you hope to achieve during this time with your artwork?
To show love, hope, and triumph in my images. I am challenging  
myself with size, multiple ideas, and deadlines. Since quarantine,  
I’ve completed two large paintings and have at least two more to 
complete by September.

as an artist, how would you define your art-making practice? 
how do you know when a piece is finished?
I have jokingly called myself a mad scientist and there is a level of  
obsession involved in my practice. It’s like having an idea that I must 
get out, or it will be all I think about.  I am most active at night and 
have been known to work until wee hours in the morning. It is  
important to have sessions of just sitting and looking at what I’ve 
done. I often stare at (study) my work throughout its progress, and if 
I don’t see anything I must change or adjust then it’s finished.

how do you see your work fitting into the larger art scene and 
landscape of your community? how does it lend itself to a larger 
conversation?
Hopefully as a visual in that our community spirit, strength, and 
dreams are not gone because of conflict. But that these things should 
shine in conflict. It’s important to have different perspectives and a 
variety of styles. I hope our work doesn’t look alike and that we do 
have different ideas. It makes for a more interesting conversation.

what’s ahead? 
do you have any new projects planned or in the works?
I do. Still working with acrylic paint but on larger canvases 
and multiple figures.

what advice would you give to people looking to explore 
becoming an artist?
Cherish what you give your attention to and really look at it.  
Whatever material/medium you use, remember it takes time to  
explore it. Don’t beat yourself up if it doesn’t work the first time,  
just try it again and again and again and again.

Remember to ask as many questions as you want.

visit www.sukenyabestartistry.com to see more of sukenya’s 
work , including pieces available for sale.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
SHARE YOUR ART. SHARE YOUR VOICE. SHARE YOUR STORY.
The Cultural Arts Center wholeheartedly believes in the transformational power 
of the arts in uniting people from different cultures through the appreciation  
and love for a wide tapestry of artistic expression.

As we celebrate artists local to Henrico County and Central Virginia, we are 
currently accepting submissions for artist features. For consideration, please email 
marketing@artsglenallen.com with a brief introductory letter/artist statement  
and samples of your work.



It’s important to have different perspectives 
and a variety of styles. I hope our work doesn’t 
look alike and that we do have different ideas. 
It makes for a more interesting conversation.

“
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arT maTTers pal 
virTual summer Camp
The Henrico Police Athletic League and 
the CAC partnered this summer to provide 
youth with a virtual summer arts camp.   
Up to 40 campers participated in 8-12  
sessions of virtual camp each week.  

Drawing, painting, collage, and cooking 
sessions introduced new skills and gave 
campers the opportunity to fine-tune old 
ones.  Many of the young artists were  
familiar faces from the PAL Afterschool  
program and we were glad to be able 
to see them again!

art
matters
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slantwall exhibit
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meet photographer rob rudick of the Colonial 
beach artists’ guild, and visit The Cultural arts 
Center to see his work in our new slantwall  
gallery exhibit: “expressions” - on display during 
the month of August. The Colonial Beach Artists’ 
Guild shares their visual expressions while represent-
ing their town’s appreciation of art in this stunning 
new exhibit. Member artists’ works include paintings,  
photography, mixed media and fiber works, jewelry, 
and more. We recently caught up with Rob to learn 
more about his journey as a photographer. Tune in 
below for the full interview...

ROB 
RUdick

Tell us a little bit about your background  
and how long you have been creating art?
I’ve been taking pictures since I was young.  
I fondly remember capturing treasured images with  
my Brownie, Instamatic, and Polaroid. I became  
serious about photography in college when I travelled 
by land (mostly) to South America with my first single 
reflex camera. And I became interested in art  
photography with the advent of digital photography.

what (or who) inspires you?
I’m inspired by sheer beauty, whimsy, shape, and  
color. I see the world around me, as if it was through 
the lens of a camera.  Pictures leap out at me, crying  
to be taken. 

how did you find the medium that best worked  
for you? what was that process of discovery like?
Photography is the only medium that works for me.  
Within that medium, I have explored the printing  
process, which enables me to match a picture to a  
medium providing the desired feeling and look.

outside of your art—what feeds your imagination 
and brings you joy?
Travel feeds my soul (and my art) and tennis feeds my 
body; along with my cooking. 
 

what were some of your early influences to pursue 
the arts? did you always want to be an artist when 
you were a child?
I dabbled in the arts, but did not decide to pursue  
the arts until mid-life.

what’s your favorite thing you’ve ever created?
A photograph of a boat under a bridge on a canal in 
Venice.  It is beautiful and atmospheric and moody.  
My favorite print of it is on canvas, like my picture of 
Antelope Canyon in the show.

what are you trying to communicate with your art?
I want the viewer to be moved by my art, to stop and 
take a close look.  I want to communicate my sense of 
awe at what I’m shooting, or maybe share a laugh.

what advice would you give to people looking  
to explore becoming an artist?
Enjoy what you are doing.  Engage with other artists 
on a regular basis.  Join an art group to spur your 
creativity and productivity.  Take pride in what you 
produce.  Be open to criticism. Develop a thick skin, 
because not everybody will love what you do.   

slantwall exhibit
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pat morris

maker

FEATURED GIFT SHOP ARTIST
The Cultural arts Center not only brings works by local artists into our four art galleries, but also  
highlights and sells pieces by these artists in our atack family gift shop as a way to support them.

Whether you need the perfect gift, are decorating your home or office, or you just want something uniquely 
you, our Atack Family Gift Shop is filled with the perfect accessories and art to suit your life and style. The shop 
features artwork and artisan-crafted gifts by local and national artists, books by Virginia authors, designer 
jewelry and accessories, home accents that will add flair to your surroundings and much more. With an 
ever-changing selection of fresh product, the shop always boasts something exciting! 

we invite you to stop in to see what’s new! plus, learn more at www.artsglenallen.com, where you can 
also shop our new online gift store! delivery, curbside pickup options and private shopping hours are 
also available.

GETTING TO KNOW
JEWELRY DESIGNER, 
PAT morris
I grew up on the beaches of the eastern coasts from 
Newport, Rhode Island to Florida and have a strong 
connection with the Atlantic Ocean landscape.  In my 
work as a jewelry designer, I take inspiration from the 
ever-changing forms and colors in the sky, sand, and 
surf, and in the birds and plants that are able to thrive 
in this somewhat hostile environment.  

Then there are the swampy woodlands of Ashland,  
Virginia where I live and work.  I love to watch the 
course of nature throughout the seasons – from the 
first peek of daffodils in February to the decaying 
leaves and branches on the forest floor in winter.   
At the base of all of this, is the earth that provides the 
nutrients to sustain plant life.  over the years, my 
childhood mud pies became adult clay pieces and 
my favorite design medium was discovered. 
 

When designing, my first thoughts are always of color.  
Every color evokes its own feeling, and every ray of 
light magnifies, or changes, that feeling.  The emotion 
of each color suggests to me the line, form and texture 
elements needed to make the design work.  I travel 
along a chaotic, instinctive path that doesn’t always 
make sense until the design is complete.

I create affordable pieces for the everyday woman,  
like me.  I design them to be striking, colorful, and 
beautiful, but most of all to look and feel like they were 
made for the real woman, not the fantasy woman we 
all see in magazines.  I wear a lot of my own work  
regularly, so I know what works and what doesn’t.

The materials that I use include my own clay  
pieces made from porcelain.  Purchased beads  
include freshwater pearls, shells, glass, semi-precious 
stones, and wood.  I will often use vintage glass or 
beads in my designs.

visit The Cultural arts Center’s atack family gift 
shop and online store to shop pieces by pat today!

            Art Locally | 25   



I create affordable pieces for 
the everyday woman, like 
me.  I design them to  
be striking, colorful, and  
beautiful, but most of all to 
look and feel like they were 
made for the real woman...

“
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My art mainly reflects form 
and function. Functional art 
consists of pieces of art that 
also fill a need. Why have a 
boring cutting board when 
you can have one that is 
both fully functional and 
also beautiful?

“
vinnie

charity



vinnie
charity

vinnie charity

Tell us a little bit about your background 
and how long you have been creating art/
doing your craft? 
I’ve been woodworking and working with my 
hands for 25 years.  
 
what were some of your early influences to 
pursue the arts? (did you always want to be 
an artist when you were a child?)
I initially got into woodworking due to my love 
of building custom car stereos. When I bought 
my first house, I used my tools to build some 
furniture and other useful things for my home. 
 
are there any particular artists of color 
who inspire you? if so, who?
I’m inspired by anyone and anything. As for 
artists of color, there aren’t too many African 
American woodworkers out there so I draw 
inspiration from everyone, regardless of their 
color or their medium. Years ago, I fell in love 
with the Red Blue Chair by Gerrit Rietveld, so 
I decided to design and build a coffee table 
based on the design of the chair.
 
outside of your art—what feeds your 
imagination and brings you joy?
In addition to my love for woodworking, I 
absolutely love growing and styling Bonsai 
trees. Give me a tree, living or dead, and in 
time I will turn it into something beautiful. 
 
what are you trying to communicate 
with your art?
My art mainly reflects form and function. 

Functional art consists of pieces of art that 
also fill a need. I drew a lot of inspiration from 
companies such as Black and Blum. Why have 
a boring cutting board when you can have one 
that is both fully functional and also beautiful? 
 
how has the black lives matter movement 
impacted you as an artist?
The Black Lives Matter Movement hasn’t 
directly impacted my work, though it has 
inspired me to work in the shop more often 
as a means of taking a break from the harsh 
reality that is America. We artists are sticking 
together, promoting the importance of the 
movement, and demanding the change this 
country so desperately needs in order to finally 
move forward. 
 
what does it mean, to you, to be an artist 
of color in today’s society?
I feel that being an artist of color is very 
significant in today’s society because it allows 
the uninformed to see that people of color are 
just like everyone else. Whether White or Black, 
we aren’t all criminals, despite what the news 
often portrays us to be. 
 
has the black lives matter movement 
inspired you to create art?
While none of my pieces are inspired by the 
BLM movement, it has inspired me to work 
just to take a break from social media and the 
news. Every day, there is more and more bad 
news and this is my queue to focus more on 
my work. 

The Cultural arts Center is thrilled to dedicate our entire 2020-2021 season to 
showcasing the outstanding talents of local artists and performers - presenting 
the best while helping the best recover. We recently caught up with local maker  
Vinnie Charity to learn more about his journey as an artist and a maker. Here’s what 
Vinnie had to share with us...QA
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as an artist, how would you define your art-making practice? 
how do you know when a piece is done?
My art making practice generally involves discovering a need, then getting an idea 
followed by lots of overthinking, and usually ends up with me on the computer 
designing something to fill the need. The piece is done when it fills the need as well 
as satisfies my creativity. 
 
how do you see your work fitting into the larger art scene and landscape 
of your community? how does it lend itself to a larger conversation? 
I once had a client commission me to build a vintage-looking photo booth for vintage 
weddings. I ended up installing a DSLR camera inside of an older bellows-style camera, 
with the lens sitting flush with the face of the older camera to disguise it. I designed and 
built a mount and a frame to house the tablet that controls the entire setup. I even built 
an enclosure to disguise the photo printer to make it look period specific and I also built 
a tripod to support the lighting unit that acted as the “flash”. The client was delighted 
when he finally saw the finished project and regularly sends pictures and videos of the 
setup in use. This piece is one of my favorites because of the challenge of making 
modern equipment look older and the client gave me full freedom in the creative parts 
of the design. When they do wedding expos and shows, the client informs me that the 
vintage photo booth draws their potential customers in due to its unique styling. 
 
what’s ahead? do you have any new projects planned or in the works?
With COVID lurking around every corner and most companies having layoffs, I have 
a lot more time on my hands. I don’t have any exciting projects in the works as of now, 
but when I’m not looking for work, I’m hitting down every idea that pops into my head 
so I can create something else unique. I’m planning to expand into larger projects such 
as modern and mid-century modern furniture as well as functional art in the form of 
outdoor furniture. I post nearly everything I build on my Instagram page @builtbyvin, 
so stay tuned...
 
what advice would you give to people looking to explore becoming an artist?
My advice is to focus on your medium and expect to fail, a lot. If you want to paint, then 
paint. If you want to be a woodworker, then start building things with wood. You can 
only get better by failing, because the road to success is paved with failure. If you don’t 
give up, you will succeed, and you’ll look back at your previous mistakes and laugh. I 
often think about people at the top of their game and say to myself, “I wonder what Tiger 
Woods was thinking after his first golf swing?” or “I wonder what Picasso’s first-ever paint-
ing looked like?”. They probably weren’t very good in the beginning, but they persisted. 
That is the best piece of advice I can offer, persist. 

visit www.builtbyvin.com to see more of vinnie’s work, including pieces 
available for sale and an opportunity to place custom orders.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
SHARE YOUR ART. SHARE YOUR VOICE. SHARE YOUR STORY.
The Cultural Arts Center wholeheartedly believes in the transformational power of the arts in 
uniting people from different cultures through the appreciation and love for a wide tapestry 
of artistic expression. 

As we celebrate artists local to Henrico County and Central Virginia, we are currently accepting 
submissions for artist features. For consideration, please email marketing@artsglenallen.com 
with a brief introductory letter/artist statement and samples of your work.



You can only get better by failing, because the 
road to success is paved with failure. If you 
don’t give up, you will succeed, and you’ll look 
back at your previous mistakes and laugh. 

“
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Randy Abernathy
Helena Adams
Connie Alexander
Beth Alley
Irvin and Charline Alley
Barbara Banyasz
Mr. Charles Bennett
Joyce Birch
Raymond Blum
Loretta Bowers
Gladys Bowles
Carmen Bowry
Colleen Brown
Mary Anne Browne
John Butler
Jane Campbell
Don Carter
David Clatterbuck
Faye Coppage
Deborah Cottingham
Julie Crews
Donna Criddle
Kathleen Crowley
Irene Crump
Georgie Cutright
Gerald Dackin
Mary Deffenbaugh
John DiMiceli
Marie Edwards
Betty Elam
Catherine Englishman
Mary Evans
Anonymous
Oretha Gaylor
Kathy Geiser
Peter George
Diane Gray

Les Haisley
Marion Hall
Maurice Hancock
Barbara Hansen
Ms. Angela Harper
Ms. Sarah Harper
Frank Haselton
Thomas and Donna Henry
Marsha Herman
Rose and Sheldon Herold
Charles and Althea Hinson
Mr. Mark Hodges
Patrick and Gladys Hubert
Henry Jacocks
Loren Johnson
Mrs. Pamela Johnson
Russell Johnston
Sharon Jones
Mrs. Deborah Kay
Gordon and Gloria Keesee
Sara Keller
Mr. Frank Kish
Mary Kline
Kathleen Kocik
Cynthia Kubat
Betty La Place
Rachel Laduke
Ginny Landes
Diana Lane
Anne Leveridge
Midge Liggan
Sharon Lommel
Don and Anne Long
Mrs. Rosemary Martin
Lucille Midyette
Gayle Montgomery
Billie and Anna Moore

Barbara Morison
Roslyn Oliveri
Mrs. Matilda “Tillie” Oslin
Ethel Pantos
JoAnn Perkins
Mr. David Pittman
Mr. William Pitts
Ruth Ann Puckett
Hazel Puryear
Rose Regni
Ms. Susan B. Rekowski
Ralph and Lillian Rhudy
Bessie Roupas
Bobbie Sandvig
Barbara Satterwhite
Rosalie Saxon
Harry D. Shelton Jr.
Mary Shepherd
Jacqueline Smith
Rose Soghoian
Chris and Nancy Stiebel
John Szeker
Vivian D. Thomas
Ms. Judy Trueheart
Janice Tudor
Elisabeth Turner
Ed Vaughan
Ann Voorhis
Ms. Patricia Walton
Leslie Weems
Allan and Jane Wells
Claude White
Robert White
Ms. Laura Wimmer
Everett and Kirby Worthington

donor spotlight 
a special thanks to all those ticket holders, whether Center Season, 2nd Stage,  
or HTC, who donated their tickets back to The Center.  During these unprecedented times, 
the amazing generosity of our patrons has made a significant impact in keeping the  
ghost light burning!

Development Director
Amy Holland, CFRE
804-261-6214
development@artsglenallen.com

questions? 
To join our list of donors and learn 
more ways to give, please contact:

            Art Locally | 33   



 34  | Art Locally 



ROGER LACY
midwaY gallerY exhibiTing arTisT
“realisTiC drawings of pasT & fuTure generaTions”
on displaY: unTil sepTember 14, 2020
Roger Lacy brings attention to some of the great singers, actors, and talented people who inspire 
and entertain us throughout the years. Working with charcoal and graphite as his medium, Lacy’s 
passion for black & white portraiture is evident. Visit our gift shop in person or our online store to 
purchase prints of his work and view pieces available for sale at www.artsglenallen.com.

QA
Tell us a little bit about your background and 
how long you have been creating art?
I started drawing in my teenage years, I grew up 
with an older brother who is an Architect. I attended 
and graduated from Patrick Henry High School the 
late 70’s. After graduation, I attended Norfolk State 
University as a Fine Arts major. While in school, I also 
developed an interest in photography. After having 
various jobs after school, I decided that I wanted 
to take a trade. I attended the Richmond Technical 
Center in the early 90’s and studied Barbering. I have 
been a barber for 26 years now and I look at  
barbering as a form of art, having the ability to  
create a style that is pleasing to my client. With years 
of being away from drawing, in 2018 I was inspired 
by my son to go back to where it all started. I have 
been drawing liberally since then.

what were some of your early influences to  
pursue the arts? did you always want to be  
an artist?
I can’t say that I wanted to be artist as a child. When 
I was in Junior High School is where I had a taste 
of art after winning 2nd place in a state contest. I 
looked at art as a gift/talent that I knew I had.

are there any particular artists of color  
who inspire you? if so, who?
Yes, since coming back into art, the artists who  
inspire me are Arinze Stanley, Kelvin Okafor and 
Charles Laveso.

outside of your art, what feeds your imagination 
and brings you joy?
My family brings me joy and being a mentor in 
teaching the youth that want to become a barber 
and the art of it, which I take great pride in.  Just like 
my art, I use the same eye for detail in barbering. 

what are you trying to communicate with your 
work?
I am trying to communicate feelings, thoughts and 
inspirations.

how has the black lives matter movement 
impacted you as an artist?
The BLM has not impacted me so much as an artist, 
but has had impact on me as a human being.  
However, with the movement and my current art 
there may be significant meaning to some pieces 
since events have taken place.
  

midway exhibit

video: Visit The Cultural Arts Center’s YouTube channel for a special tour of this exhibit with Roger Lacy!



what does it mean to you, to be an artist of color  
in today’s society?
I think being an artist, in general, in today’s society means a lot 
because of what we’re experiencing. Inspiration and 
creativity is limitless for any artistic person.  

has the black lives matter movement inspired you  
to create art?
The BLM has not inspired me; prior to the movement, I had  
already started with getting back into my art. However, I will say 
that the movement has put a light on events and has given way 
to artists to show their creative side. 

what do you hope to achieve during this time  
with your artwork?
My hope is to provide someone in the community with a piece of 
my art that they can enjoy and to also receive recognition for my 
art.

as an artist, how would you define your art-making practice? 
how do you know when a piece is complete?
In my art making practice, I prefer to draw in sunlight instead of 
home lighting. I use music as a calming tool to get me focused on 
my current piece. I can’t really say when it is done, because after 
each piece I can see where I could have added more detail.

how do you see your work fitting into the larger art scene 
and landscape of your community? how does it lend itself to 
a larger conversation?
I see my work fitting into the community by developing  
relationships with artists, galleries and by word of mouth.
As an artist, I feel that we are able to capture events in our own 
style and that can open up conversations to a general audience.   

what’s ahead?  
do you have any new projects planned or in the works?
Currently no new projects in the works, but I will continue to 
draw at my leisure. Hopefully with this opportunity, projects will 
come.

what advice would you give to people looking to explore 
becoming an artist? 
The advice I would give is don’t be afraid of being different; know 
what and how you want to create your work and don’t let anyone 
direct you off your path. Be original and own your own style with 
integrity.

view roger laCY’s new exhibiT, “realisTiC drawings  
of pasT & fuTure generaTions” in our midwaY gallerY
on displaY unTil sepTember 14, 2020
more info at www.artsglenallen.com or 804-261-arTs.
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meet artist barbara brennan of the Colonial beach 
artists’ guild, and visit The Cultural arts Center to 
see her work in our new slantwall gallery exhibit: 
“expressions” - on display during the month of 
august. The Colonial Beach Artists’ Guild shares their 
visual expressions while representing their town’s  
appreciation of art in this new exhibit. Member 
artists’ works include paintings, photography, mixed 
media and fiber works, jewelry, and more. We  
interviewed Barbara to learn more about her process 
as an artist. Here’s what Barbara had to share...

barbara
BREnnAn

Tell us a little bit about your background  
and how long you have been creating art?
I can’t remember a time when I wasn’t creating art.  
I have many artist family members and majored in  
art in the 1960’s, so lots and lots of years!

what (or who) inspires you?
I love going to art museums and make regular  
pilgrimages. Just last weekend, my husband and I  
got tickets to the newly reopened National Gallery to 
see the landscape exhibit and Degas at the Opera. We 
stayed so long they kicked us out!

how did you find the medium that best worked  
for you? what was that process of discovery like?
My mother worked in batik and pastels. My  
grandmother worked in oil and watercolors. I  
started in oils in art school and still love working in 
that medium. A few years ago, I started working in 
pastel. Now, I finally know why my Mom loved them, 
and I’m totally hooked.

what were some of your early influences to pursue 
the arts? did you always want to be an artist when 
you were a child?
Yes. Even my great grandmother, born in 1868, was 
an artist. Her medium was painted ceramics and also 
beautiful needlework. You really couldn’t be in my 
family and not be into art. We have painters, jewelry 
designers, architects, graphic designers – you name it!

outside of your art—what feeds your imagination 
and brings you joy?
I like small-scale gardening—a little porch patch  
of herbs and flowers is all I can handle.

what creative medium would you love to pursue 
but haven’t yet?
I played guitar as a teenager and young adult and 
always promised myself I’d get back to it. One of these 
days...

what’s your favorite thing you’ve ever created?
I designed The Wright Brothers & the Invention of the 
Aerial Age that opened at the National Air and Space 
Museum in 2003 to celebrate the 100th anniversary 



slantwall exhibit
of flight. That exhibition was my favorite of all my work 
throughout my 30-year career there.

what are you trying to communicate with your art?
I love architecture, history, and landscapes so I’m usually 
drawn to those subjects in my art. I’ve painted many 
abandoned farm houses in the Northern Neck and enjoy 
researching their histories and the stories they tell. The 
two paintings in this show are an experimental  
departure for me, created for the fun of it. One zooms  
in on the fields surrounding my usual abandoned farms, 
and one imagines a product of those farms—popcorn.

what advice would you give to people looking to 
explore becoming an artist?
Take your time. Many people starting out are so  
disappointed with their first efforts, they give up. It 
takes time and lots of practice to learn the basics of your 
chosen medium – sort of like playing an instrument. 
You may throw away 10 pieces for every one you keep, 
but you will get better if you stick with it. Also, I’m a big 
fan of drawing. You can draw with a sharpie, a pencil, a 
ballpoint pen – whatever – just doodle. And, of course, 
have fun!
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Unicia Buster
Here at The Cultural Arts Center, we love highlighting local artists and hearing their 
stories. We recently caught up with local artist Unicia Buster to learn more about her 
journey and process. Here’s what Unicia had to share with us...QA

Tell us a little bit about your background and how long you have been creating art.
I have been creating for as long as I can remember in my 43 years of life. It started with a desire to  
create Christmas gifts for my family as a child. I would spend hours and hours of my winter break  
making jewelry, cross-stitching pieces to go in mugs, or molding small clay sculptures for the  
excitement of seeing family opening their handmade treasures on Christmas day. It was the highlight 
of my holidays. That passion grew into a love for the arts as I gained more exposure during my preteens 
through summer art classes at what was then the Hand Workshop (now Visual Arts Center) and visiting 
museums such as the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and the Chrysler Museum of Art. By high school, 

“Afro Bliss”

Photo by: Susan Kalergis



I enrolled in after-school art classes at the Arts and 
Humanities Center through Richmond Public Schools. 
I made the decision to become a graphic designer as I 
learned about digital technologies - which were up and 
coming in the early 90s. I earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree from Cornell University with a concentration in 
photography (graphic design was not yet an option) 
and went on to George Mason University to earn a  
Master of Arts degree with a concentration in visual 
information technologies (graphic design).

what were some of your early influences to pursue 
the arts? (did you always want to be an artist when 
you were a child?)
My main influence was for gift-giving. My family  
encouraged this by buying art kits as gifts to me that I 
would in turn make as a gift for someone else. At an  
early age, I was introduced to M.C. Escher and Pablo 
Picasso via art museums and was immediately  
attracted to their work. I also was introduced to a New 
York graphic design firm, of which I cannot remember 
the name. However, I remember there being one  
woman in the firm, and it was her work designing album 
covers that inspired my graphic design career. My love 
of quilts came from a visit to the Chrysler Museum of Art 
where I learned of the artist Faith Ringgold. However, 
my love of making quilts did not come until much later.

are there any particular artists of color who inspire 
you? if so, who?
I am one of those people who can’t choose a favorite 
anything - food, music, style, or art. My life influences 
and inspires me. Interactions and experiences I have 
day-to-day inspire the work I create, and I find  
inspiration everywhere. I admire and am inspired by the 
work of many African-American artists whom I  
personally know and have had interactions with like 
Dennis Winston, Carren Clarke-McAdoo, David  
Marion, S. Ross Browne, Virginia Coleman, R. Vashti 
Woods, Jowarnise Caston, and Jerome Jones to name 
a few. These interactions keep their art in the forefront 
of my mind much more than famous African-American 
artists whose work I only know from a distance. These 
relationships are important in my own art journey in 
continuing to grow my practice.

outside of your art—what feeds your imagination 
and brings you joy?
I enjoy spending time with my teenage son who  
constantly challenges me with the way he views the 
world and how he interacts with it, especially as a young 
black man; and he motivates and inspires me to keep 

moving forward to leave a lasting legacy for him to carry 
on. He and my family and closest friends bring me the 
greatest joy.

what are you trying to communicate with your art?
My website opens with “my art is my diary opened for 
the world to see.” Everything I see, experience, and go 
through has a place in my art. I want the viewer to be 
able to see from my perspective as a black woman  
operating in this society, this world; and maybe the 
viewer can relate or maybe they just get a better  
understanding of my perspective. The art then  
becomes a way I communicate with the viewer that 
can evolve beyond the message to many conversations 
about things such as racism, stereotypes, environmental 
change, motherhood, relationships and other things 
that tell the story of my life. Ultimately, I hope that my 
art can inspire the next generation to be greater and 
better than the ones before it.

how has the black lives matter movement  
impacted you as an artist?
It has made me more conscious of the importance  
political and sociopolitical art has had in affecting 
change in a society and how critical it is in telling the 
story of a movement for future generations. Art having 
an agenda isn’t a new notion, however, it isn’t  
something that was taught to me in art history  
classes where European art was the central focus of 
study. There is a line in Lin Manuel Miranda’s musical 
“Hamilton” that I love that goes: “Who lives, who dies, 
who tells your story?” If it were not for artists capturing 
our past through visuals, words, theatrics, music, etc.,  
in order to tell our story, we, today, would not know our 
own history in this country. It takes all of us, not just one 
or two, but many to capture and put these stories to the 
forefront of history. George Floyd certainly wasn’t the 
first victim (and unfortunately wasn’t the last), but it is 
our job as artists to tell those stories. I’ve seen  
photographers, graphic designers, poets, musicians, 
actors, painters, screen printers, sculptors, etc. all being 
motivated to capture this movement. This means that 
historians have no choice but to include this movement 
in the history books of tomorrow.

be featured in our next issue
As we celebrate artists local to Henrico County and Central Virginia, 
we are currently accepting submissions for artist features.  
For consideration, please email marketing@artsglenallen.com 
with a brief introductory letter/artist statement and samples of 
your work. You might just be featured on the cover of our next issue 
of Art Locally! 



“Variations of a Dream” 24”x18” - Archival Ink
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“Textured Locs”
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what does it mean, to you, to be an artist of color  
in today’s society?
It is more important for me to build a legacy and a  
foundation for my son and his generation to carry to  
the next generation. I make a statement in today’s 
society just by being black. My blackness is a huge 
perspective of my story but it is enhanced by the many 
other experiences I have on my journey. It is important 
for me take all that is me and pour it into my art for 
future generations to have some insight into my unique 
perspective.

has the black lives matter movement inspired you 
to create art?
The Black Lives Matter organization is a recent network 
formed four years ago in response to the violence  
inflicted upon black people in this country. Because I 
choose to create art about my life, my art has always 
been about black lives because I am black. My story is  
a part of the larger black American narrative and,  
therefore, it indirectly inspires my art.

what do you hope to achieve during this time with 
your artwork?
The pandemic has for me created more time for  
creating. When we quarantined, the time I used to 
spend travelling back and forth from school, work and 
home is now used for art. When I get off work, I go right 
into another room and create. Although, I hope that 
this pandemic will one day end, I wish for a way to keep 
these extra hours in my life. It also would be my hope 
that we emerge with a greater appreciation for time. I 
believe a 40+ hour work week is a ridiculous amount of 
time to spend our lives and that greed plays a major role 
in this. I hope we can learn some lessons from this and 
create new norms.

as an artist, how would you define your  
art-making practice? how do you know when  
a piece is finished?
I learned from the amazing artist Noah Scalin how  
important it is to create daily, and making it a practice.  
If I wait around for inspiration or perfection, I will never 
or rarely produce any art. So after doing a similar  
project to his of creating every day for a year, I never 
looked back. I’ve been creating non-stop ever since. 
Even when I am unmotivated or get frustrated with a 
piece, I do something else creative that is outside of 
my norm like cooking, painting, or writing; or I devote 
at least 5 minutes to creating something. I find that I 
always do more than 5 minutes once I get started. On 
days I don’t physically feel up to it, I will do prep work 

like sketch, work on my website/blog, or write down 
ideas. I treat every day as an opportunity to add to my 
story. My art never feels finished to me; however, once I 
sign and date a piece, I make a promise to leave it alone.

how do you see your work fitting into the larger art 
scene and landscape of your community? how does 
it lend itself to a larger conversation?
Most of my work has been about the ill-treatment  
of the natural hair of African American people,  
particularly those with tightly coiled hair. This topic is 
still an issue in our society as evidenced by recent laws 
in several states to stop discrimination of natural hair. 
My work has explored the beauty of black hair and it 
came from a personal place of issues with accepting my 
own hair type after being taught most of my life that 
it was unacceptable. Although more and more black 
women embrace their natural hair today, it is still seen 
as subpar to European or Asian hair.

what’s ahead? do you have any new projects 
planned or in the works?
Always! I am currently working on a quilt I designed for 
the Second Street Festival poster which will be virtual 
this year due to the pandemic. I also am doing my first 
painting series of self-portraits much in the way of Frida 
Kahlo that speaks to the many sides of my personality. 
And I have some pieces I started and never finished that 
I have decided to complete. One was a series of  
echo-line drawings and the other was a series about 
natural hair. I also plan to publish a 3rd coloring book 
and a book of comic strips about perimenopause. 

what advice would you give to people looking 
to explore becoming an artist?
Everyone has a voice. Find your voice and speak it 
through your art every day.

how to support this artist
Visit www.uniciabuster.com to view and shop 
works by Unicia R. Buster. 

Plus, follow her on instagram @unicia



CONNECTED TO WHAT 
IGNITES OUR PASSIONS.

CONNECTED TO WHAT MATTERS. 
From our community to the world at large, 
we’re proud to be your choice for insightful 
programming in arts and culture, history, science, 
news and education. As Virginia’s home for 
public media, we’re here to educate, entertain 
and inspire. VPM.org
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The Cultural arts Center is happy to 
welcome a new sculpture on loan by 
Ashland based artist, Arthur Brill  
entitled, “The Ashland Peace Project.”

The hand itself is a found object Arthur 
painted half-black and half-white to  
begin discussions on race and  
diversity at events he travels to  
around RVA. While at these events,  
he allows the public to add messages  
of hope and unity to the piece.  
The sculpture is now on a pedestal  
in our lobby for display. Stop by to  
view this exciting new sculpture, read  
its messages, and go in peace.

PEACE
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The COVID-19 crisis has affected us all in many 
ways. From health concerns to industry  
shutdowns, we’ve all experienced a change in 
our day to day lives. Unfortunately for many in 
the Richmond community, those changes have 
included unemployment and/or loss of wages, as 
well as an increased food insecurity. While many 
schools are continuing to offer free meals for kids 
and their families, even throughout the  
summer months, there are still others in the 
Greater Richmond community who need  
assistance. And that’s exactly what inspired The 
Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen to create a new 
Community Food Pantry – a free food pantry that 
is open and available to anyone in need. 

Take What You Need
or Donate Anytime 

The new food pantry is located at The Cultural 
Arts Center at Glen Allen (2880 Mountain Rd, Glen 
Allen, VA 23060) on the left side of the parking 
lot. Designed to provide easy access for those 
needing food or basic household items, as well as 
those looking to donate, the food pantry works 
much like a food drive box. From dry and canned 
goods to small personal care and household 
items, community members are welcome to stop 
by and take what they need or donate to this 
cause by adding items to the box.

The Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen has long 
been a go-to resource for the arts, from classes 
for adults, teens, and youth to live music and 
theater. Of course, like venues across the nation, 
they have had to cancel many of their regular 
programs due to COVID-19 restrictions and safety 
protocol. The food pantry came about as a way 

to continue reaching out to the community and 
providing support to those in need. 
 

The Center’s president, K. Alferio, says, “We know 
that these times are taking a huge toll on so 
many businesses and individuals.  Creating a 
place to share with those in need was some-
thing we really wanted to facilitate.  When the 
need for food sharing subsidies, we plan to  
convert the area into a place to share art  
supplies. If these tragic times have taught us 
anything, it is to take care of others.”

It’s efforts like the Community Food Pantry at The 
Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen that remind us 
just how important it is to come together during 
times of crisis and show just how much we can do 
with a little creativity and generosity.

how You Can donate
Join us in supporting this amazing effort by 
dropping of donations of new, unopened house-
hold goods, toiletries, dry foods, or canned goods 
directly in the food pantry box and remember this 
quote from the team at The Cultural Arts Center 
at Glen Allen: Alone we can do so little, together 
we can do so much!

THE ART 
OF GIVING
By: Richmond Mom

“

”

Visit our friends at Richmond Mom at richmondmom.com  
for more community resources and information.
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