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December 13, 2021 
 
The December 13, 2021, Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church (MBCC) Congregational 
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Moderator, Elder James E. Jones, Jr. Dr. Leo Davis led 
the congregation in singing, “We Have Come This Far by Faith.” Devotion was offered by  
Elder Laverne Bobo, “Remember to Look Up to God”. You are not in a permanent hold, but just a 
temporary holding pattern.  Prayer and Scripture – Philippians 4:12 
 
Moderator Jones reviewed the Virtual Meeting Ground Rules and Voting Method. 
 
 
Devotion 
He who dwells in the secret place of the most high will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. Psalms 
91:1. Elder Bobo asked and answered this question: Is there anything too hard for God? 
We have been blessed in bountiful ways and there is nothing too hard for God. 
 
 
 
Reading and Approval of December 9, 2020 Minutes 
Deborah Massie motioned to approve the Year 2020 Congregational Meeting Minutes. Mary 
Hope Brown seconded the motion. Virtual congregation voted 112 “yes” and “0” no. Motion 
carried and minutes were approved. 
 
Moderator’s Moment 
Elder James Jones has served his three-year term as Moderator which ends on December 31, 2021.  
He stated that God softens your heart to say “yes” when you are thinking “no”.  He thanked Vice-
Moderator, Andre Dean and Secretary, Deacon Mattie Keaton and the other members of the 
Church Council for serving with him.  He also thanked members of the Church Council who are 
rolling off and or serving in another capacity on the upcoming Council.  Members rolling off are: 
Deborah Massie (Trustee Chair), Chris Liddell (Treasurer), Mary Brown (Assistant Treasurer), 
Colleen Jackson (A&F Chair), Cheryl Simmons (Christian Education Chair), Jana Kinkle 
(Outreach Chair), Elizabeth Sueing (Member-at-Large age 18 – 35) and Metrick Houser (Member-
at-Large Southwind location).  Beginning in 2022, Metrick will serve in his new role as Vice 
Moderator.  
 
Moderator Jones is thankful for the time he served, but he is ready to relinquish the reigns.  He 
thanked God for the journey and asked God to bless MBCC. He quoted 1 Corinthians 2:9, “But as 
it is written, eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
that GOD has prepared for them that love HIM!” He encouraged the congregation to never give 
up also to be still and know that HE is GOD.   
 
Moderator Jones thanked Pastor Turner, Ms. Vera Banks, and the church staff for their support.  
He also thanked his lovely wife, Latica Jones, for her willingness to share him with The BLVD in 



serving GOD’s people and in ministry.  Moderator Jones quoted the song by Edwin Hawkins, 
“Thank You LORD For All You’ve Done For Me (Us) as he reminded the congregation of the 
tragedy (2019), Coronavirus Pandemic (2020-2021), and how we had to pivot in ministry to 
continue to minister to the needs of the congregants.  We stuck to the basics by consulting GOD 
through Prayer and kept leading, learning, living, and loving without limits.  GOD continues to 
prove Himself to be Faithful.  He is a Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the 
Darkness, My GOD, that is who YOU are and more!  We thank GOD for allowing The BLVD to 
be a blessing to so many during the pandemic, CCM and the greater Memphis area and beyond. 
 
 
 
 
Nominating Committee Report – Dwandrea Hubbard 
This committee was chaired by Dwandrea Hubbard. All members were vetted after they were 
nominated. No new additions were needed for the Trustees or the Elders Board.  
 
Church Council recommendations included members André Dean (Moderator), Metrick Houser, 
(Vice-Moderator), Mattie Keaton (Secretary), Eunice Morris (Assistant Secretary), Charles 
Atkinson (Treasurer), Shirley Harris (Assistant Treasurer), Kaitlyn Morris (Member-at-Large age 
18 – 35), Michael Leavy (Member-at-Large Southwind location). 
 
Elder Dorothy Garrison has been given the status of Elder Emeritus. There is a total of 54 
Diaconates, 12 Elders and 10 Trustees. 
 
Diaconates Alice Hayes and Mary Williams have also been given the status of Emeritus. 
Diaconates in training for the year 2021 included Charles Atkinson and Olivia Parsons. 
 
A motion to approve the nominating committee report was made by Colleen Jackson and second 
by Andre Dean. The total vote count was 104 “Yes” votes and zero “No” votes. Motion carried 
and was approved 
 
 
Ad hoc Committee Report  - Andre Dean 
Moderator Dean presented the development ad hoc committee report. Members of the Ad hoc 
Committee included: Glen Sessoms, the late Cathay Fleming, Deborah Massie, Harold Collins, 
Edith Kelly Green, Brian Harris and Johnny Moore. The church facility needs were assessed by 
M&N Enterprises (James Macklin), Aaron Patrick Architects and Fleming Architects. The 
kickoff meeting for development started in July. During that time, they gained insight on facility 
needs, determined strengths and weaknesses, started new facility visioning and talked with all 
ministry leaders regarding their facility needs. A new church building could consist of 90,000 
square feet. The remaining land would have leasing and revenue potential.  
 
Next steps: TBD 
 
Visions for church property will only include options that maximize revenue for our church. 
Selling property is not an option. Nothing reported here has been finalized. 
 



Sr. Pastor’s Message – Pastor Turner 
Pastor Turner stated that, we will celebrate in the midst of a pandemic. God has sustained and 
protected us as we remain connected to God. He thanked Moderator Jones and all who have served 
this year. Thanks to CCM, Manna Outreach, all staff and all senior leaders. Thanks to Anthony 
Brown who has come out of retirement to serve.  He gave thanks to his partner, Bridgett, for 
conducting monthly prayer calls with the women in our church, and for her work with ladies and 
girls. In 2021, we marked a milestone of 100 years of service as a church. We have advanced 
toward our destiny. We remain faithful in serving our community. We donated $100,000 in college 
scholarships to students and for adult college students. We are a blessed congregation. For 2022, 
we are preparing the church to transform more lives. 
 
 
God has called us to be agents of transformation. We must be personally transformed in order to 
transform others. We will focus on six transformation tracks: 
 

• health and wellness 
• mental and emotional 
• financial  
• relational  
• spiritual  
• missional 

 
Our Digital Engagement Manager is Antoine Beane. We need to review bylaws to include the 
virtual congregation. We have several vacant positions that we want to fill with people who have 
a heart for God. The master plan details for midtown campus will be shared in 2022. Pastor Turner 
will be calling upon resources to get more engaged in civic matters. He closed out the meeting 
with this comment: “Ain't no stopping us now!” 
 
 
2022 Budget Presentation – Anthony Brown 
Anthony Brown, Interim Chief Financial Officer, presented the 2021 Annual Report and 2022 
Budget Plan 
 
In recapping the 2021 budget highlights, Anthony Brown began his report by giving thanks to God 
for all that he has done. Anthony has been serving as the interim Chief Financial Officer since 
August of this year.  He reminded us that for 100 years, the Blvd members have faithfully trusted 
God with their time, talents and treasures.  
 
Cash on Hand decreased.  Projected cash 988k. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Brown reported that significant discrepancies were found in the reporting. Cash 
reserve was overstated due to inaccurate financial reporting. The annual audit process brought this 
problem to light. Outside experts were brought in to review our finances. Pastor Turner has offered 
complete transparency. Best practices will be recommended after this review.  No staff, operations, 
or outreach positions are not in jeopardy.  All future expenditures will be suspended until the 
attorney review is completed. We will continue to be prayerful.  
 



 
 
 
Recap of 2021 Budget Highlights 

• See Annual Finance Report  
 
2021 Total Revenues $6.1 Million 

• See Annual Finance Report for line items 
 
2021 Total Expenses $6.9 Million   

• Salaries and Wages $2.2M 
• Building and Equipment Upgrades $987K 
• See Annual Finance Report for additional line items 

 
 
 
2022 Budget Projections 
 
2022 Total Revenues $6.3 Million (Projected Budget) 

• See Annual Finance Report for line items 
 

2022 Total Expenses $6.2 Million (Projected Budget) (less than 2021 projection) 
• Salaries and Wages $2.3M 
• See Annual Finance Report for additional line items 

         
 
 
Metrick Houser motioned to approve the 2022 Budget. Chris Liddell seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried and the 2022 Budget was approved with 107 “Yes” votes and zero “No” votes. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 with closing prayer offered by Minister Chris Watson. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
James Jones______________________ 
James Jones, Moderator 
 
 
Mattie Keaton ___________________ 
Mattie Keaton, Assistant Secretary 
  
 


