
When two St. Dominic alumni were featured in national media in
the last year, it was certainly notable. That both graduated from the
school in the same year is interesting. But that each was featured
because they are part of the immigration story of America is
remarkable. Laura Fernandez and Alexandra Fath shared their
stories with the world and are examples of the servant leaders St.
Dominic School is proud to call alumni. 

Both women graduated from St. Dominic School in 2009, but they
took different paths after that. Fath attended Beaumont High
School and then Xavier University. Throughout her high school and
college years, she took service and relational trips to Central
America and spent time learning about the issues facing the people
there. After graduation, she volunteered at Las Americas in El Paso,
Texas, an opportunity that turned into her current position as a
Department of Justice Accredited Representative and case manager
for people, mostly women, hoping to immigrate to America from
Mexico and other places in Central America.

Fath was recently profiled in an article in the National Catholic
Reporter, linked here, called “Catholic Women Pursue Pro-Life
Values at the Border”. The article spotlights women who minister
to migrants in El Paso and who “left comfortable, middle class lives
to accompany the vulnerable.” In the article, Fath says, “"I'm able to
feel proud of the work I do and have a deeper connection to it
because of the foundations that were taught through my Catholic
upbringing." Of course, one of those foundations is her elementary
school. 

She is the youngest of four Fath children who attended St. Dominic
School and remembers being a toddler there while her mother
came in to volunteer. She says,  I grew up there and it is such a
happy place for me.  Coming back, when I visit home, it feels like 
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her parents were when they decided to leave behind professional
careers and family to come to America, where they cleaned houses to
make ends meet, Fernandez has become even more aware of their
sacrifice. 

Fernandez now works at the Prevention Resource Center for Healthy
Neighborhoods as a research and data analyst in the Prevention
Resource Network. One of her big projects right now is working with
the Cleveland Food Bank and Metrohealth to study the impact
healthy food delivery has on outcomes for low income pregnant
women. Fernandez says her service-mindedness was fostered
throughout her education. About St. Dominic School and church, she
says, “I think this is such an inclusive place - different from a lot of
other Catholic schools and churches. There wasn’t room for
discrimination or closed-mindedness. I was fostered in an
environment of open-mindedness and inclusivity.”

After St. Dominic School, she attended Shaker Heights High School,
where she took a human rights and conflict class and took part in
extracurricular activities that focused on social justice issues in the
world. She went to college at Ohio State University, earning a BS in
public health in 2017. She earned a Master's degree at OSU after a
stint in Seattle. Her degree is in public health with a focus on
epidemiology.  

Now living back in Cleveland, with her husband and dog, she is happy
that she can spend time with her parents, who still belong to St.
Dominic. She says, “I love coming back to St. Dominic with my
parents. I haven’t yet found a church that feels so much like a home.  
I was absolutely nurtured in this environment and it is still present
within me . . . Even if I’m not thinking specifically about Catholicism, I
like to do good things. I like to put out good energy and service - the
world needs it. I’m always happier internally when I’m helping. I
figured that out here.” 

While her fondest memories of school include St. Patrick’s Day Shows
and prayer partners, it’s clear that for Fernandez, her parents  made
tremendous sacrifices to have her there, and she wanted to make
their efforts worth it. She says, “I felt like I always - I pushed myself in
school to make their sacrifice worth it. I would think about how hard
it was for them.”  

Fernandez and Fath took their Catholic education with them as they
pursued their service careers. While immigration plays a different
role in each of their lives, they share the same belief that we are
happiest when serving others. St. Dominic School is proud to call
these young women alumnae.  

the only place where people know my whole family.” 

Fath remembers the retreat days and service opportunities, as
well as the St. Patrick’s Day Show. However, it’s a song that
Mr. Carr sings, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
that she credits with reminding her that we are called to serve
others. She says, “All religions want us to serve others; but
what makes Catholicism different is that it is required; it’s not
a suggestion.” 

Serving migrants became a passion for Fath while she worked
in El Paso in the middle of the family separation crisis. She
explains that the media focused on the most glaring examples
of family separation because of parents and children, but our
immigration system in the United States works to separate
families in many other ways. She currently works with women
who have been victims of crime, mostly domestic violence.
These women face a difficult path to citizenship because they
fear they may have to rely on a spouse who is dangerous. Fath
says, “I love my clients. They are so resilient. They shouldn’t
have to be. Immigration law has been broken. What gets me
out of bed is my clients. I love them, and they are the kindest.” 

The path to the media spotlight was different for Fath’s SDS
classmate Laura Fernandez, who was featured on the blog
“Humans of New York” a year ago, linked here. The blog,
abbreviated as HONY, began as a photography project and
then expanded by telling the stories of the subjects. The
stories usually show that everyday people have interesting
lives. Fernandez, who has always loved to write, submitted a
story during the pandemic. She heard nothing for six months
but was then contacted by HONY creator Brandon Stanton
who apologized for missing her story earlier and asked if he
could share it with his 20 million social media followers.  

The piece tells the story of Fernandez’s relationship with her
parents, particularly her father, who came to the U.S. from
Colombia. It begins, “They almost went home many times
before I was born. They even threw a goodbye party once. But
they always changed their minds at the last minute, because
they wanted a better life for their child.”

The rest of the piece tells a beautiful story about her father’s
love of Colombian music and her attempt to surprise him with
tickets to a Tish Hinojosa show. She poignantly describes how
her parents sacrificed so much to allow her the opportunities
she has had in the United States. As she has reached the age
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