
St. Dominic School was a place where Shannon learned to enjoy
performing. She remembers the St. Patrick’s Day Show and still
knows the words to the song tribute for Father Gallagher. She and
her best friend would put on small shows at her house, making up
dances, or using accents with each other. It was performing plays at
Heights Youth Theater, beginning in 5th grade, that really created
Shannon’s love of acting and the stage. “Heights Youth Theater was
very professional. We put on these big giant plays like The Wizard of
Oz and Alice in Wonderland.” She remembers being recognized at 

 Actress Molly Shannon is likely the most famous St. Dominic School
alumnus. Her career has included award winning performances in
films, Emmy nominations for a variety of television appearances,
and, of course, her six-year stint as a cast member on Saturday
Night Live, where she created famous characters such as Mary
Katherine Gallagher. Shannon describes her time at St. Dominic
School by saying, “I had a great experience. It was a blast.” 

Shannon was born in Shaker Heights and attended St. Dominic
School from kindergarten through 8th grade, graduating in 1979.
Her mother, Peg, was a teacher, and her father, Jim, was a sales
manager. Both of her parents were first generation Americans
whose parents had emigrated from Ireland. When she was just four
years old, she was in a terrible car accident that killed her mother,
younger sister, and a cousin. Her father, whom she describes as a
“tough, wild, dapper Irishman” raised her and her older sister Mary
on his own. The school community was like a family for them and
provided stability. “I was with the same kids for all nine years, which
was really wonderful because we became like a family. . . St.
Dominic was a steady place, and it was so fun, I didn’t even want to
miss a day of school.” She is still close to a few of her classmates. 
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 local stores by kids who would say to their parents,
“That’s the girl who played Dorothy.” She got starring
parts in the productions. 

Shannon attended Hawken School for high school and
then went to NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, where she
earned a degree in drama. Her junior year at NYU, she
was part of a show called The Follies, where she created
her Mary Katherine Gallagher character. It was a big hit
on campus. People saw her in that show and told her
she should be on Saturday Night Live. She says, “I was
shocked because at the time I was a serious dramatic
actress and I thought, really?” When she graduated
from NYU, she went out to Los Angeles to pursue a
career in television. She moved  there with a friend and
lived in an inexpensive apartment. They did temp jobs
and looked for acting work. Shannon was hired for
television roles, both dramatic and comedic, but her
big break came when she was hired as a feature player
on Saturday Night Live in 1995. 

Her advice for anyone interested in a career in drama
would be, “Get involved in local productions or even
just put on your own shows . . . if you have one friend
you can really be yourself with and be creative with
and create something with, that’s great. It only takes
one.” Shannon credits her childhood friend Ann Ranft
with planting the seed that she might one day be an
actress. She was the first one to say, “I could see you in
the movies.” While she did earn a degree in drama, she
says that people don’t need to do that in order to start
off in theater. Eventually, anyone interested in acting
should move to New York City or Los Angeles. She
adds, “There’s no one way to break into acting. Just get
involved with local shows or perform with friends or at
St. Dominic. Any of it is helpful because you learn about
yourself as a performer.” 

The best part of her career is the flexibility. As a
mother of two children ages 15 and 17, she has been
able to travel all over the world for projects and bring
her kids with her. Even now, during the pandemic, she
was able to film a project in Hawaii, and her kids could
travel with her because they are learning remotely.
“We were in Maui for a month, and it was 

exciting. I just love the flexibility of being able to bring my kids
with me.” 

Her last visit to Cleveland was when her father passed away in
2002. Father Tom presided over the funeral and she has
stayed in touch with him ever since, exchanging Christmas
cards each year. When offered an invitation to visit the school
any time, she replied, “I would love to come in some time . . . I
mean I love Cleveland. If I come again, I’ll definitely have to
come to the school for a visit.” 

Having a Catholic school education provided her with a strong
spiritual base and an appreciation for faith.  She said, “The
groundwork set by my Catholic faith was just so important.
My spiritual life very much came from being raised and
growing up Catholic. My dad was very religious, a very devout
Catholic.” Shannon says that she especially enjoyed the school
Masses. 

Shannon now lives in Los Angeles with her husband, Fritz
Chestnut, and their two children. 
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