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WELCOME!
Welcome everyone to a very special
newsletter for Solar 21. This past May
we celebrated a significant milestone for
the company, our 10-year anniversary.
When the company began in May of 2010, we
had a very clear goal of providing investment
opportunities to our clients in the renewable
energy market, by building up a portfolio of
commercial-size solar farms in Italy. Today
we have a company that spans the solar,
biomass, biogas, and energy from waste
sectors. We have a team of dedicated and
highly specialised individuals with master’s
degrees in engineering, construction, law, and
finance working for the company, all of us with
one core goal of developing the best energy
projects for our investors.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
of our investors, both new and experienced, for
trusting in Solar 21. What a decade it has been!

We’ve been extremely busy in recent months,
not only on our projects in development,
updates on which we will share with you in
this newsletter, but we have also exited our
investors from Biogas 21 Project 1 at Plaxton
Bridge. Investors have been repaid their initial
investment plus a return of circa 25%. We are
proud to have once again successfully exited
our valued investors.

Michael Bradley

SOLAR PARKS

Ideal weather conditions for solar production
The spring and summer of 2020 have seen
ideal weather conditions for solar photovoltaic
generation in Italy. We have seen excellent
results in our PV plants for the first 9 months
of the year and can therefore reasonably count
on a good result for the full year. Autumn is
upon us and this is the time of the year when
annual maintenance tasks are carried out
such as the testing of plant components and
the replacement of worn equipment. Solargenerated electricity looks set to increase
its share in the coming years as the Italian
government sets a target to double the current
installed capacity by 2025, sparking a second
wave of photovoltaic development.
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CELEBRATING
10 YEARS OF SOLAR 21
In 2008, co-founders, brothers and entrepreneurs, Michael
and Andrew Bradley began the exciting task of researching
Solar PV technologies and feed-in tariffs in Europe.
Having both had successful careers in financial
services, they knew their clients were looking
for opportunities which were not correlated to
stock market or property volatility. Renewable
energy seemed like the perfect vehicle, yet
at the time, it was nigh on impossible for
an individual to invest directly in renewable
energy. The Bradley brothers wanted to
change that.
Solar 21 was launched and in 2010 began the
process of acquiring operational solar energy
plants that were backed by a feed-in tariff for
every unit of electricity acquired by the Italian
government. This tariff would be paid for 20
years.
Ten years on and Solar 21 continues to pay
annual returns of 10% to those initial investors
year on year. Our company has branched
into thermal heat energy, moving its focus
to England’s Humber region, the renewables
capital of the UK.
Just outside the city of Hull we developed a
22-megawatt biomass plant from a green field
site – Tansterne Biomass.
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The announcement in 2017 that Tansterne had
been named Best Project/Installation at the
prestigious Humber Renewables Awards was
a massive boost to the team.
The development of Tansterne was a major
achievement and marked a step change
in the ambitions of Solar 21. It was time to
begin expanding the team in order to tap into
in-house expertise in the areas that were
critical to the development of power plant
infrastructure.
That brings us to the present, 2020. In January,
we commissioned our Plaxton Bridge biogas
plant, a 2.7MWe (Megawatt equivalent) plant
at Woodmansey, not far from Tansterne.
Construction of our second biogas plant is
underway at Melton, also in East Yorkshire,
along with our 26MW energy from waste
plant, EFW 21 Project 1, and we are thrilled
to have recently launched our second EFW
project, EFW 21 Project 2. As Solar 21
celebrates its 10th birthday, it has projects in
the pipeline worth over £2.4bn.
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UK CROSS-PARTY
SUPPORT FOR EFW
New report says prioritising energy from
waste policy to 2025 will cut costs and
carbon for UK taxpayers in a “win-win”
for economic and environmental recovery
A report released in July by UK think tank Policy
Connect entitled ‘No time to waste: Resources,
recovery and the road to net-zero’ has received
cross-party support in Westminster. The report
argues that the UK’s energy from waste (EFW)
plants are the safest, cheapest and most
environmentally responsible solution to the
UK’s residual waste problem. It calls for a more
“Scandinavian” approach linking energy and
waste policy and it urges the use of domestic EFW
heat networks to reduce carbon emissions. The
report finds that widespread deployment of EFW
plants across UK regions is necessary to deliver a
circular and sustainable waste policy that could
power UK homes and avoid the expensive practice
of shipping waste abroad or sending it to landfill.
In a foreword to the report, the cross-party
politicians say, “The need for safe and effective
removal of our waste has never been more
important. As the UK embarks on our Build Back
Better movement, we must no longer simply bury
or export the problem. Instead, we should, as
other European economies do, treat residual waste
as a valuable resource to produce lower carbon
heat and energy, alongside a focus on achieving
our important recycling targets and investing in
innovative recycling technology.”

EFW
PROJECT 2

Click here for video presentation
Project selection process for our second
EFW plant is at an advanced stage
We are currently working through the project
selection due diligence process for our second
energy from waste opportunity in the UK.
We have once again partnered with trusted
technical adviser Fichtner Consulting Engineers
Limited, which has worked with us on several of
our projects, including EFW Project 1.
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2030
Source: No Time to Waste: Resources, Recovery and the Road
to Net Zero, a report by Policy Connect which has received
cross-party support in Westminster.

Fichtner has a proven capability in identifying
and managing the risks associated with
all forms of power generation project and
has established a reputation for delivering
excellence across energy sectors. Our team
is working closely with Fichtner in order to
establish additional opportunities, which may
involve developments associated with the
core project to achieve the optimum return on
investment. Examples of such developments
might include feedstock buffer storage,
ash treatment, battery storage, hydrogen
production, heat networks and carbon dioxide
capture. Details of the chosen project will be
published once the due diligence process has
been completed.

4

EFW PROJECT 1
MELTON
Close to appointing a ‘gold standard’
technology provider

Bales of solid waste, also known as refuse-derived
fuel (RDF), awaiting export. It is feared that a no-deal
Brexit could disrupt the export of millions of tonnes of
waste to EFW plants in the EU, forcing the waste into
landfill. Exports of RDF have fallen by nearly 700,000
tonnes up to July this year.

We have been working very closely with
our owner’s engineers, Fichtner Consulting
Engineers, on the EFW Project 1 site at Melton
in the UK and are making great strides.
Working in conjunction with Fichtner, we are
now in the final stages of selecting a proven
technology provider. Fichtner has a proven
track record in this regard, having advised
on more than 50 EFW and biomass plants.
Fichtner recently acted as Technical Adviser
on a £4.2 billion acquisition which included a
portfolio of 11 EFW assets in the UK.
By selecting a ‘gold standard’ technology
provider with a bankable reputation and a
significant back catalogue of operational
plants, we will remain on schedule to exit
all investors from this project beginning
November 2021. The ‘gold standard’ is known
as ‘10:10’ which is shorthand for 10 working
plants using the same technology solution in
operation for 10 years or more.

Fichtner Consulting Engineers will be
responsible for overseeing the project
management of the plant during its construction
phase to ensure all works are being carried out
to the highest possible standard.

Computer-generated image showing EFW Project 1
co-located with Transwaste’s waste processing facility
at Melton. Transwaste is licensed to handle 750,000
tonnes of waste per annum. Solar 21’s EFW plant will
process 250,000 tonnes per annum. (Image for illustrative
purposes only).

View virtual video of the plant here.
1 Transwaste’s waste processing facility
2 Two conveyor lines

3 Condenser

4 2.5MW wind turbine
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BIOGAS PROJECT 1
PLAXTON BRIDGE
Solar 21 lives up to our strong track record in delivering
above average returns to our investors
The plant achieved initial
commissioning and the export of
gas to grid in early 2020 under
the guidance of Senior Contracts
Manager, Neil Wright. Neil has
over 35 years’ experience as an
engineer in the energy sector
and has been instrumental in the
management of this project.

After a three-year
term, our investors received
their initial investment plus a
circa 25% return. Our team
has been working extremely
hard over the past few months
to ensure that each investor’s
return was carefully processed
and received. If Biogas 21
Project 1 investors have any
queries in relation to their
investment, they should
contact their financial adviser.

Solar 21’s Senior Contracts
Manager Neil Wright gives
CEO Michael Bradley a tour
of Biogas 1 (Plaxton Bridge).

The digester tanks at
Biogas 1 (Plaxton Bridge)
complete with cladding.

BIOGAS PROJECT 2
MELTON

The circular economy in action, and
another successful exit on the cards
We are delighted to say that we are on
target to exit investors from this project
from December 2020. We will begin to issue
paperwork for the exit in late November.
The facility is co-located with our EFW
Project 1 plant in Melton, near Hull, and
will demonstrate the circular economy in
action. Our feed stock provider and partner,
Transwaste, the largest waste processor in
East Yorkshire (licensed to handle 750,000
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tonnes of waste per annum), will send organic
waste to the plant. The waste that is left after
it passes through the digestion process will be
recycled or directed to EFW Project 1.
The Green Gas Certification Scheme reported
last year that over one million homes in the
UK are using ‘green’ gas. According to a new
study recently published by Britain’s largest gas
distribution network, gas made from domestic
waste, energy crops, agricultural waste, food
waste and sewage could heat up to 15 million
homes in the UK every year by 2050.
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