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PLAXTON BRIDGE BIOGAS PLANT
ON TRACK FOR COMPLETION
FICHTNER APPOINTED TO ADVISE
ON ENERGY FROM WASTE PLANT
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Welcome to our latest newsletter. I’m excited to give you an
update on each of our key projects across solar, biomass, biogas and
energy from waste. In particular, I’d like to highlight the fantastic progress
that’s been made in constructing our Plaxton Bridge biogas plant. As you
can see from the images on page 2, construction is at an advanced stage
and is on schedule to be completed in the coming months. It’s not visible
in the pictures but our contractors have completed the gas pipeline
which connects our biogas plant to the grid. This is a critical piece of
infrastructure to have in place before the plant begins producing power
next year.
Our Energy from Waste (EfW) plant will be built at Melton, near
Hull in the UK. Both planning permission and the grid connection for a
26 MW plant are in place. Our technical advisors, Fichtner Consulting
Engineers, recently completed a comprehensive design review which
will inform the plant’s final design. You can read more about this on
page 4. The investment maturity process for our award-winning 22MW
Tansterne biomass plant has been completed. I’d like to acknowledge
the trojan work of the team in administering returns to our many happy
investors. Well done all!
Solar 21 is also proud to be supporting an exciting project to
share stories from Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way. Spear-headed by Sean
Molloy, Stories from the Wild Atlantic Way is an innovative, multimedia
project to share the experiences of innovators and entrepreneurs in
the West of Ireland. I hope you’ll join me in following their progress on
Facebook.
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SOLAR 21 SUCCESSFULLY EXITS BIOMASS INVESTORS
Solar 21 has a strong track record in delivering
above average returns to our investors. Our awardwinning Tansterne Biomass plant is no different. After
a three year term, our investors received their initial
investment plus a 31.5% return. Over the last few months,
our team have been working hard to ensure that each
investor’s returns were carefully processed. Brokers have
been liaising with their clients throughout the maturity
process. If you have any outstanding questions, please
contact your broker.
Tansterne Biomass began as a 12-acre green
field site and is now an award-winning 22MW biomass
plant. The plant is owner-operated led by Neil Wright
(Tansterne Plant Manager). Neil has 35 years’ experience
in the energy sector across Ireland, the UK, Canada
An autumn sunset at Tansterne Biomass plant
and Europe. Before joining Solar 21, he worked as Lead
Project Engineer in the biomass conversions of a number of power stations. We are very proud to have successfully
completed the maturity process and most importantly, to have delivered on our promises to our investors.

CONSTRUCTION OF PLAXTON BRIDGE PLANT ON TRACK FOR
COMPLETION

Construction of our biogas plant at Plaxton Bridge

We have made enormous progress in building the biogas plant at Plaxton Bridge, close to Hull in the UK.
As the pictures show, both digester tanks have been constructed and are close to completion. For this build, we
partnered with BTS Biogas who have built 200 biogas plants throughout Europe. The distinctive pink insulation is
essential for ensuring that the energy produced will be retained within the structure before being pumped into the
grid. Our contractors have also completed works on the pipeline which brings the gas produced from our biogas
plant to the grid. This is a critical piece of infrastructure to have in place before the plant begins producing power
next year. Work has also begun to put in place the necessary electrical connections from the plant to the substation
available on site.
On the regulatory side, works are ongoing to complete the hazard and operability study (known as the
HAZOP) and the creation of a bespoke environmental permit which is required for this build. Our project manager,
Neil Wright and his team have been hard at work ensuring that everything happens according to schedule. He is
supported by Fichtner, the project’s technical advisors, who provide regular updates from the site. We are close to
completing due diligence on our second biogas project and will have a more detailed update on this in the coming
months.

ENERGY FROM WASTE EXPERTS, FICHTNER, APPOINTED TO
MELTON PROJECT

Construction on our Energy from Waste plant which will be located at Melton, near Hull in the UK is set
to begin in the coming months. We have appointed Fichtner to advise on the project.  It is a globally recognised
technical adviser in the energy and waste sectors. Founded in 1922, they operate more than 100 offices around the
world and have an annual turnover of more than £300m. They have previously consulted on more than 50 Energy
from Waste plants, including the Covanta EfW plant in Ringsend,
Co. Dublin.  It recently completed a detailed design review of our
proposed plant which paid particular attention to the changing
composition of the UK’s waste profile.
Our 26MW Melton plant will burn Refuse Derived Fuel
(RDF) which is derived from black bin waste. Each year, an estimated
10 million tonnes of food is wasted in the UK. As the graphic on
the right demonstrates, food waste makes up 40% of the average
household bin. The ‘Our Resources, Our Waste’ report published
by the UK government sets out their commitment to providing a
dedicated food waste collection service. Their target is to eliminate
food waste to landfill by 2030.
A reduction of waste food in general household waste will
reduce the moisture content which means that it will burn faster
and have a higher calorific value. Based on this, we’ve decided to
amend our plant design to ensure that it can accommodate this kind
of feedstock. We want to ensure that the plant will achieve target
performance and availability levels with the revised feedstock
composition. These steps are being taken for the security of
investors to ensure the ultimate success of the plant and will result
in a more valuable asset when it comes to refinance or sale.
Food waste makes up 40% of the average household bin

PRODUCTIVE SUMMER FOR OUR ITALIAN SOLAR FARMS
As Autumn arrives in Italy, we’re proud to report
that our solar plants have had a very successful summer.
Our plants are made up of many thousands of modules
across our solar farms. In 2018, they produced about
14,100,000 kWh of power and prevented about 8,700
tonnes of carbon dioxide from being released into the
atmosphere. This means both strong power output and
solid returns to our investors.
Closer to home, we watched with interest as the
government announced a micro generation scheme which
would allow consumers with solar panels to sell excess
electricity back to the grid. The proposal was included in
the government’s climate action plan and is scheduled
to be in place by 2021. The government also announced
a €6 per tonne carbon tax in their recent budget. While
this is a welcome step, it’s only a small step towards the
achieving our emissions targets.
When our first renewable energy opportunity
came on the market more than a decade ago, we knew
that these technologies would one day be mainstream.
Together with our valued investors, we’re proud to see
solar power reach this important tipping point.

Solar panels in action

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY UPDATES
SOLAR 21 PROUD TO SUPPORT STORIES FROM IRELAND’S WILD ATLANTIC WAY
In August 2019, Sean Molloy and Cory Kilbane embarked
on the journey of a lifetime – traveling in a Tesla electric
car on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way. Solar 21 are proud
to be supporting their trip. Sean and Cory are from the
village in Achill where Solar 21’s founders Michael and
Andrew Bradley grew up.
Their journey is focused on sustainability.
“Our goal is to have people look at the Wild Atlantic
Way differently”, Sean said. “Look at the positive work
that individuals and communities are doing to create
sustainable and innovative projects that are creating
jobs, protecting the environment and wildlife habitats,
preserving old crafts and traditions or helping others
Sean and Cory on their journey along the Wild Atlantic Way.
less fortunate than themselves. We want to share these
positive stories so that others may be inspired and grow in confidence to follow their ambitions and dreams.” Sean and
Cory want to find and share the stories of people who are making a difference in their communities, whether through
involvement in community projects, developing renewable energy or protecting the environment.
Having found these local champions, Sean and Cory share their stories with the world through beautifully edited
videos which they make and publish on social media. They’ll be making their way along the 2,600km of the route over
the next two months. You can follow their progress online at www.facebook.com/storiesfromirelandswildatlanticway.

LOCAL SCHOOL RAISES THEIR GREEN FLAG
Congratulations to all the pupils at Holy Family National
School in Rathcoole on achieving their green flag. We
were delighted to attend the flag raising where the
students heard about the importance of protecting our
environment from local politicians and other community
leaders. The school have a strong commitment to
environmental causes and we were thrilled to be there to
celebrate this important milestone.
Holy Family National School Rathcoole were awarded their green flag

