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SANDRA DONOVAN,
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
As we approach the summer months, investors in our awardwinning Tansterne biomass plant have welcomed the exit of their
initial investment plus 31.5% return. We’re proud to have built
and commissioned our first large scale biomass plant and to be
delivering on our promises to our valued investors, some of whom
are exiting up to six months early. Otherwise, the office has been
abuzz with activity on our current projects. Work is progressing
well on our biogas plants as you can see from the pictures on
page 2. The foundations have been laid for the Biogas 1 project at
Plaxton Bridge and the build is progressing rapidly. Due diligence
is continuing on Biogas 2 projects and we are confident that this
will be completed soon. Our first Energy from Waste (EfW) plant
will be built at Melton, near Hull in the UK. We have secured
planning permission, and a 22MW grid connection for the site
is available. Fichtner Consulting Engineers, an independent
Engineering Consultancy with excellent credentials in the energy
sector, will provide oversight and advice prior to commencing the
build. We were delighted to be shortlisted for this year’s British
Renewable Energy Awards in the leadership category. The award
celebrates innovation and achievement in the renewable energy
sector. Though we didn’t win this time, we’re proud to have been
nominated among other leading companies like Drax and Octopus
Energy.
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TANSTERNE INVESTORS WELCOME EXIT OF THEIR INVESTMENT
PLUS 31.5% RETURN
Solar 21 has a strong track record in delivering above
average returns to our investors. We’re proud to be
exiting our valued investors from the award-winning
Tansterne Biomass plant with some exiting up to
six months early. The exit process, which began at
the end of June will see investors receiving their
initial investment in addition to a 31.5% return.
Brokers are liaising with their clients to manage
the maturity process. If you have any questions,
please contact your broker. Tansterne Biomass was
the first grand-scale renewable energy power plant
which we funded, built and commissioned. We first
identitifed Tansterne as a potential project in 2014
when we undertook a 2-year period of due diligence.
It’s a testament to the levels of expertise within the
company, and among our partners, to see the awardwinning plant producing power on what was a green
field site just a few short years ago.
Michael Bradley (CEO) and Sandra Donovan (COO) on site at Tansterne

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF PLAXTON
BRIDGE BIOGAS PLANT

Construction of our first biogas plant at Plaxton Bridge

As you can see from the photos, there has been significant progress on our first biogas plant, which is
located at Plaxton Bridge, close to Hull. BTS Biogas, our overall contractor for the project, has been hard at
work on site. The plant’s foundations have been laid so you can clearly see the footprint of the plant’s two
tanks, the building and other elements of the build. Many of the long lead construction materials including
the gas entry unit (GEU) and the framework for the tanks have arrived in the UK. Construction of the
distinctive biogas tanks has also begun. We are continuing to liaise with NGN (Northern Gas Networks)
on the provision of the grid connection. Construction works to lay the pipe between the GEU and the
grid connection point on site are currently in progress. For this build, we partnered with BTS Biogas who
have built 200 operational biogas plants throughout Europe. We’re working hard to optimise every aspect
of the plant’s operation to ensure that it will produce energy at the very apex of its capacity. Alongside
the construction, we are working to ensure that we comply with all the relevant regulations. This build
requires the creation of a bespoke environmental permit, the first stage of which has been submitted to
the relevant authorities. The team gathers on site on a regular basis, most recently for intensive meetings
regarding the hazard and operability study (HAZOP).

GEU construction materials have arrived in the UK

Biogas tanks ready to be installed

Thanks to everyone’s hard work, the project has been progressing on schedule. As part of the build, we
have also committed to providing a community fund which will be used to support charitable initiatives in
the surrounding area. This will come into effect once the plant is operational.
Our second biogas project is undergoing the final stages of due diligence prior to construction taking place.
We are hopeful that this process will be finalised soon. The development of both biogas projects is on
target to complete construction and sale within our projected timeframes.

FICHTNER TO ADVISE ON CONSTRUCTION OF OUR FIRST
ENERGY FROM WASTE PLANT

Our first Energy from Waste (EfW) plant will be
located in Melton near Hull, UK. We have secured
planning permission for a 22 MW plant on the site,
which is just under 4 acres. The site is optimally
located next to Transwaste, the largest waste
recycling company in East Yorkshire. Transwaste
handles over 500,000 tonnes of waste per annum.
They will provide a steady supply of feedstock in the
form of RDF (i.e. waste with all the recycleable materials removed) to the plant. A grid connection has also
been secured with Northern Power Grid (NPG). We have appointed Fichtner, one of the world’s premier
engineering firms to provide oversight and advice throughout the procurement process. Founded in 1922
and with an annual turnover of more than €300 million, Fichtner have consulted on more than 50 EfW
plants, including the Covanta EfW plant in Ringsend, Dublin. Our first 22MW plant will have two revenue
streams with income generated through both energy sales and gate fees from refuse derived fuel (RDF)
received from the adjacent waste processing plant.

SOLAR PLANTS CONTINUE TO THRIVE, EVEN ON CLOUDY DAYS

Summer has arrived in Italy which is good news for our solar plants. People often ask what happens to the
energy production from our solar plants on cloudy days. On a typical clear, sunny day, the system’s power
graph forms a bell curve with the highest energy production around noon, when the sunshine is greatest.
(As seen in the image on the left.) Contrast that with the power production on a cloudy day in the image
on the right. As the sun’s rays make their way through rain and clouds, power production is still quite high.
The amount of electricity generated is dependent on the density of cloud coverage. A gloomy day will
result in reduced power production, but thankfully those days are very rare in Italy. Our plants are made
up of about 40,000 individual solar modules. Last year, they produced approximately 14,500,000kWh
preventing about 8,700 tonnes of carbon dioxide from being released into the atmosphere. We are ready
to take advantage of the sunshine over the summer months, which will result in strong power output and
solid returns to our investors.

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY UPDATE
We are proud sponsors of this year’s Achill halfmarathon and 10K races. Our co-founders, Michael
and Andrew Bradley, spent their early years on
Achill and remain very connected to the local area.
The event was launched by journalist Matt Cooper
and broadcaster Brendan Courtney earlier this
summer. This year’s marathon will be Ireland’s first
‘green’ marathon. Filtered water will be served in
reusable cups throughout the race, eliminating the
need for about 12,500 plastic bottles. Runners will
enjoy breath-taking scenery along the course which
includes three of the island’s highest mountains and
the Wild Atlantic Way. We’re looking forward to
what promises to be a great event!
Sean Molloy representing the Achill Marathon & Michael Bradley (CEO)

