
Welcome to
Ms. Emilie and Ms. 

Dennia’s Class!



Hello!
We are your guides Ms. Emilie and Ms. Dennia

We are so excited that you are 
in our class this year!



Welcome to our classroom!



Goals of this Presentation
❖ To provide an overview of K3 classroom routines.
❖ To outline parent/teacher communications.  
❖ To provide an introduction to Montessori philosophy and 

curriculum. 
❖ To provide answers to frequently asked questions.



Communications
❖ I will communicate using email and phone calls, you 

can also expect brief weekly class updates via email.
❖ I check/send email at 1:00 and after school.  Expect a 

response within 24 hours.  
❖ You will receive a progress report for your student 

every quarter, and we will have Parent/Teacher 
Conferences once in the fall and once in the Spring. 

❖ emilie.moroney@citygardenschool.org
❖ 314-664-7646 ext. 152

mailto:emilie.moroney@citygardenschool.org


Daily Schedule
Arrival: 8:15-8:30
Morning Work Cycle: 8:15-11:30

-Morning Work Cycle includes class meeting, snack, small  
group/individual lessons, and independent work.   

Lunch: 11:45-12:15
Recess: 12:15-1:00
Specials: 1:00-1:50

- Art, Music, PE
Afternoon Work Cycle: 1:50-3:10

- Afternoon Work Cycle includes small group/individual lessons, 
independent work, and end of the day routines
Dismissal: 3:15



Arrival
❖ It is very important that your child regularly arrive to 

school on time.  We begin our class meeting every day 
at 8:30.  This is an important time to build community 
and a sense of belonging.  It is also when we set the 
expectations for the work cycle and give any important 
announcements for the day. Regularly missing this 
time makes it difficult for the child to settle into the 
work cycle.



Lunch
❖ Students may bring a lunch from home or order a 

school lunch.  
❖ ALL LUNCH ITEMS MUST BE NUT FREE!
❖ We also request no candy or soda during the school 

day.
❖ Please be extra mindful with lunch foods like 

Lunchables.  They often include a candy in them like 
Butterfinger/Reese’s which contain nuts.  Students are 
very upset when I have to take away their candy!  So 
please remove it before sending the Lunchable to 
school!



Snack
❖ We rely on parent donations for our daily snack.  
❖ I will send out a monthly sign up genius for snack sign 

up.  You are also welcome to just send in snack at any 
time (we like having back ups or extra!).  

❖ All snack items must be NUT FREE and STORE 
BOUGHT.  

❖ Great options include any type of cracker, puffcorn, 
yogurt tubes, cheese sticks, fresh fruit or vegetables.  

❖ Snack is important for keeping kids energized and 
nourished between meals so they can focus and work 
hard, we kindly ask to refrain from sending sugary 
snacks like cookies or candy.    



Uniforms
❖ All kindergarten students must wear a school uniform.

➢ Bottoms- Navy or tan (can be dress pants, 
sweatpants, leggings, shorts, skirts, dresses, 
jumpers, etc.)

➢ Shirts- Any style shirt that is white, navy, powder 
blue, or red.  City Garden shirts of any color may 
also be worn.

➢ Shoes- Any color, closed toe shoes that children 
can comfortably run and play in.

❖ Changes of clothes for accidents do NOT need to be 
uniform compliant.



Student of the Week
❖ Every student will get to be the student of the week once during the 

school year.  
❖ I will try to coordinate it so their week is during or close to their 

birthday and sprinkle in our summer birthdays in between.  
❖ This is their week to shine! They will: 

➢ complete a project at home about themselves to share with the 
class (more details to follow)

➢ Be asked to share their favorite book with the class.  We would 
love for a special family member or friend to either visit the class 
to read the book or send a video recording of themselves reading 
the book that I can project and play.  The book could also be sent 
to school for the teacher to read to the class.  

➢ Receive a special “gift” from their classmates at the end of the 
week. 



Birthday Celebrations
❖ We would love to celebrate your child’s birthday (or ½ 

birthday for our summer birthday friends!)  in the 
classroom!

❖ We will do a “Sun Celebration” in class, where the child 
walks around “the sun” however many years they have 
been on Earth. 

❖ You may also send in a special treat for their birthday if 
you would like.  For birthday treats they still must be 
store bought, but it is fine to bring something sugary 
like cookies or cupcakes.  



Student Work
❖ While most work in our Montessori classroom is hands-on and experiential, 

there are some works and lessons that students use paper for.  Students 
will keep these papers in their mailboxes in the classroom all week and 
then we send them home in their Friday folder.  Please remember to send 
Friday folders back to school and empty empty on Mondays.  

❖ Please note that the papers being sent home are not a full representation 
of the scope of their work in the classroom! If your child comes home with 
5 watercolor paintings and nothing else, that doesn’t mean they were only 
painting all week- that was just the only thing that required paper!  

❖ We will also be taking photos to share of other work in the classroom so 
you can have a deeper understanding of their school day and academic 
progress- more info for photo sharing will be sent through email soon!



Assessments
❖ As a public school, students are required to take 

standardized assessments 3 times throughout the 
school year.  These assessments serve multiple 
purposes:
➢ Show progress throughout the school year
➢ Show progress from year to year
➢ Identify children who need additional academic 

support. 
❖ These tests are done individually on a touchscreen 

Chromebook.  We cannot help with the questions but 
can help with using the device!



Assessments
❖ Fall & Spring- I-Ready (math and language)
❖ Winter- NWEA (math and language)
❖ Results will be shared with parents in a timely manner 

with opportunities to discuss results with the teacher. 
❖ Extra academic support that we are able to provide for 

identified students can include:
➢ Additional, targeted lessons with the guide or 

assistant.
➢ After school tutoring
➢ In school reading intervention support



Assessments
❖ Standardized assessments are just 1 tool we use to 

assess student progress.  We also use:
➢ Observation
➢ Teacher created literacy screener aligned with 

Montessori curriculum
➢ Kindergarten Observation Form (KOF)

❖ Information from all assessments will be shared with 
parents throughout the year.  



Discipline
❖ We use the Conscious Discipline program, a brain based, whole child 

approach to discipline that focuses on building strong relationships and 
a sense of belonging in the school and classroom.  

❖ We also try to teach the children to peacefully resolve conflict 
independently by using a “talking stick”.  The general outline of this 
conflict resolution is:
➢ Student 1: I didn’t like it when you ____
➢ Student 2: Responds/Explains/Apologizes and asks, Is there 

anything I can do to make it better?
➢ Student 1: Responds with request (maybe a hug, maybe they 

need help with something, maybe they would like an apology, 
maybe asks them to not do it again)
■ We do not force a child to apologize or to accept an apology, 

but we do ensure that they listen to each other respectfully.  



Discipline
❖ This is the general framework we use to redirect unwanted student behavior, 

however depending on the situation it may vary.
➢ Give the child a reminder of the expectation/offer them a redo.
➢ If the behavior continues, invite the child to sit near the teacher to actively 

observe the classroom and notice how their action may have impacted the 
group (running isn’t safe, yelling distracts our friends who are working, etc.)

➢ If the behavior continues and the child is dysregulated and unable to engage 
appropriately they may be offered the Peace Corner, the couch outside the 
room, or a break outside the classroom with another teacher for a reset if 
needed. We encourage breathing techniques and other calming activities in 
these areas.  When the child reenters the room they will have a restorative 
conversation with the teacher.  

➢ Parents will be contacted if the child continues with the unwanted behavior or 
dysregulated state in order to better understand the motivation for the 
behavior and make a plan to help the child with this behavior in the future.  

➢ If the behavior continues without improvement a team of teachers, support 
staff, administrators and parents will meet to discuss the child’s needs and how 
to best support them.  



The Montessori Environment
The Montessori classroom is a “Children’s House,” designed to allow for 
freedom, independence, and purposeful work. Children independently 
choose their work among self-correcting materials displayed on open 
shelves. The lessons encourage the children to develop a strong sense of 
order, concentration, coordination, and independence over time.  All 
lessons present academic concepts very concretely and progress to 
abstraction in a very methodical manner. Social Emotional Development 
and Anti-Bias/Anti-Racist Identity lessons are woven into all curriculum 
areas in an interdisciplinary fashion.  



Curriculum 
❖ Practical Life enhances the development of hand-eye coordination, gross motor, control and 

cognitive order through care of self, care of the classroom environment, development of social 
relations, and coordination of physical movement.  

❖ Sensorial lessons enable the child to order, classify, and describe sensory impressions in relation to 
length, width, temperature, mass, color, etc.  Current brain research indicates that explicit 
development and refinement of the senses, especially before the age of 7, directly impacts overall 
brain development and development of efficient neural pathways.  

❖ Language/English Language Arts includes oral language development, written expression, reading, 
the study of grammar, creative dramatics, and children’s literature.  Basic skills in writing and reading 
are developed through a structured literacy program using engaging, multisensory materials.

❖ Mathematics uses hands-on manipulatives to build a strong foundation of quantity/symbol 
understanding, the base-10 number system, operations, and fluency with basic facts.  

❖ Geography and Culture activities expose the child to basic in geography and history.  Music, art, and 
movement education are part of the integrated cultural curriculum.  

❖ Science introduces students to the scientific method, observation, experimentation, life sciences, the 
study of basic anatomy, and life cycles of plants and animals.  Science lessons also provide 
opportunity to develop vast vocabulary of plant and animal life species.  



ABAR Curriculum 
❖ Anti-Bias/Anti-Racist (ABAR) curriculum focuses on creating a strong, positive sense of self-identity, cultivates an 

interest, understanding, and respect for diversity, develops a strong sense of justice, and encourages students to take 
action and speak up for what is right.  

❖ ABAR education not only addresses race and ethnicity but also gender, language, religious identities, sexual 
orientation, physical and mental abilities, and socioeconomic status.

❖ ABAR curriculum takes an active, problem solving approach that is integrated into all curriculum areas and aspects of 
the classroom environment.  Our curriculum promotes an understanding of current social problems and invites the 
children to invent solutions for them.  

❖ We use the Learning for Justice Social Justice Standards to ground our ABAR curriculum, focusing in kindergarten on 
identity and diversity. https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-
06/TT_Social_Justice_Standards_0.pdf

❖ Identity: Students will develop positive social identities based on the many groups they belong to.
❖ Diversity: Students will develop understanding and language of ways in which various identity groups are similar and 

different from each other.  



ABAR Curriculum



ABAR Curriculum






















