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THE NEED IN 
AMERICA

hen you think of missions, what comes to 
mind? Maybe you thought of starving children, 

religious persecution, or nations of people worshiping 
false gods. Those heartbreaking realities are happening 
around the world… those realities are also happening 
right here in our own nation. Yet, the greatest need is to 
know Jesus and enter into a relationship with Him.

There is a need in the U.S. and around 
the world because Christians so often 
neglect the Great Commission to
“Go and make disciples.” 

In the U.S., the Gospel is accessible because Christians have the 
freedom to share the Good News with non-believers. So, when 
we look at the number of people who die apart from Christ, we 
realize the issue is, in part, due to our disobedience to follow 
the Great Commission.

Are you compelled to reach the lost? The North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) reports 27% of American Christians never 
pray for the opportunity to share the Gospel, and over 50% 
have not shared the Gospel in over six months. Obedience to 
share is the need in America today. In the New Testament, 
after Jesus heals a demon-possessed man, He tells the man, 
“Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you” (Mark 5:19ESV). Immediately after experiencing the 
power of God, the man is charged to tell his community what 
Jesus has done. Each of our lives has been transformed by the 
redeeming power of the cross, and we have the freedom and the 
responsibility to share the Good News with others. Will you?

366 MILLION NORTH AMERICA
POPULATION

275 MILLION 
LOST PEOPLE

Source: namb.net
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BELLEVUE’S MISSIONS STRATEGY

SOUTHERN BAPTIST PARTNERSHIPS
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION (SBC) I sbc.net

As a Southern Baptist church, Bellevue partners with over 47,000 other Southern Baptist 
churches to support missions around the world. This partnership allows Bellevue to be a 

part of mobilizing thousands of people each year for the Kingdom of God.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD (NAMB) I namb.net
NAMB helps equip churches on mission in their communities and across the continent. 

Through compassionate ministry, church planting, chaplaincy, and disaster relief, NAMB 
helps congregations go to the lost and hurting. 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD (IMB) I IMB.ORG
The IMB partners with local churches to empower limitless missionary teams who are making
disciples and multiplying churches among unreached people and places for the glory of God. 

BELLEVUE LOVES MEMPHIS I bellevuelovesmemphis.org
Bellevue members have intentionally stepped outside the walls of our church and embraced Bellevue 
Loves Memphis as a way of life. Consider getting involved in this local ministry opportunity to love 
God, love people, share Jesus, and make disciples. 

SERVE OUT PATHWAYS I bellevue.org/pathways
God is calling each of us to go deeper in how we reach our city with the Gospel. Bellevue’s Serve Out 
Pathways provides a specific path for each member to use his or her gifts to better serve Memphis.

ellevue Missions has adopted the term
“missionary task” to help our members view

their lives through the lens of the Great Commission.
No matter where you are, how can you live for the 
Kingdom of God? 

The missionary task is a tool that the International 
Mission Board (IMB) uses to describe the work of the 
missionary. The IMB has identified six components: entry, 
evangelism, disciple-making, healthy church formation, 
leadership development, and exit to partnership.
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BELLEVUE’S LOCAL MISSIONS EFFORTS

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
MISSIONARY TASK’S 
SIX COMPONENTS!



1. GATEWAY CHURCH
Church members: 42
Location: Columbia Falls, Montana
Population: 15,000
Unreached or unchurched people: 13,500
How you can pray for us: Pray for Gateway 
as we move toward our vision 2025, which 
is to be a healthy, multiplying church that 
reaches 1%. Pray for salvation here and in the 
West. Ministry is challenging! Pray we remain 
focused on sharing the Gospel, raising up and 
recruiting leaders, and planting churches. 

2. AWAKENING CHURCH
Church members: 120
Location: Seattle, Washington
Population: 4 million
Unreached or unchurched people: 3.8 million
How you can pray for us: We need a 
permanent home for Awakening Church, 
boldness as we share the hope of Jesus with 
apathetic people, faithfulness and patience 
to make disciples —not just converts, and 
a deeper dependence on God to meet our 
needs and open the eyes of the blind.

3. JOURNEY POINT CHURCH
Church members: 275
Location: Denver, Colorado
Population: 749,103
Unreached or unchurched people: 712,500 
How you can pray for us: Pray for unity 
between our two locations now in 2022
and that we are able to reach the lost for the 
sake of the Gospel. Pray our original location 
would “re-engage” in the community as 
COVID-19 subsides.

4. IMPACTO CHARLOTTE
Church members: 60
Location: Charlotte, North Carolina
Population: 912,000 (Total) 152,000 (Hispanic)
Unreached or unchurched people:
148,000 (Hispanic)
How you can pray for us: Pray that we would 
be steadfast and unmovable in doing the 
Lord’s work and pray our people will have a 
burden for those who do not know Christ. 
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CHURCH PLANT PARTNERSCHURCH PLANT PARTNERS

5. RIVER CITY CHURCH
Church members: 60

Location: Vancouver, Washington
Population: 180,556

Unreached or unchurched people: 177,660
How you can pray for us: Pray to the Lord 

of the harvest to send more workers! Pray 
that we stay strong in the midst of constant 

attacks from the enemy and spiritual warfare.

6. LIVING HOPE CHURCH 
Church members: 35

Location: Medford, Oregon 
Population: 81,145  

Unreached or unchurched people: 76,276 
How you can pray for us: We had a fire at our 
church building. We have both structure and 

smoke damage. Pray for wisdom and unity as 
we face this new challenge as a church.

Pray for us as we train leaders to grow
and share the Gospel.

7. LIVING WATER CHURCH 
Church members: 250

Location: Lagrangeville, New York 
Population: 300,000

Unreached or unchurched people: 294,000 
How you can pray for us: Please pray for 

our church’s leadership. Pray for maturity of 
believers in Christ and for more opportunities 

to share Jesus. Pray for God to provide the 
funds we need to build our much needed new 
building. Pray against the pervasive darkness 
in the northeast and for more church planters 

to come to this area.
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SCAN TO SEE A 
PERSONAL MESSAGE 

FROM EACH OF 
THESE PARTNERS!
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STEVE GAINES
 Senior Pastor

ear church family, thank you for reading the 2022
edition of our Missions magazine! This year, the 

magazine and Missions Week introduced the need for a 
stronger Gospel witness in North America. As we seek
to take the Good News from Memphis to the ends of the
earth, we must be mindful of our own nation and the
lostness we encounter every day. 

Over 330 million people call the United States home, and 
evangelicals only make up 28% percent of that number.
This fact demonstrates the need for a renewed focus on 
reaching our nation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 2021, 
we learned that approximately 155,000 people worldwide 
die each day without the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
(IMB). In the last year, over 56 million people have stepped 
into eternity with no hope of salvation. As you discover the 
lostness of our nation, we pray each of you will consider your 
role in proclaiming hope to a lost and dying world through 
engaging in the missionary task right now.

We are all in a unique position; we have the freedom to 
worship and share Jesus. Our nation’s need is Jesus. As 
you consider what you have learned about our church plant 
partners and the different opportunities to serve, pray the
Lord opens your heart to the plans He has for you. Ask Him
if He is calling you to national or international missions.
If He is, let us partner with you by equipping you to serve
and share Jesus effectively.

Thank you for your heart for the Lord and evangelism. Join 
Bellevue in this fight for our nation as we pray, give, and go 
in 2022! May God bless you and your family. 

LETTER FROM OUR SENIOR
PASTOR & MISSIONS PASTOR

Missions Pastor
BEN TAYLOR

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
Matthew 9:37-38ESV
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bellevue.org/give
Did you know that your tithe helps 
support missions around the world? 
Here’s a glance at your giving at work. 

Each year, Bellevue allocates approximately 1.7 million dollars 
from our general budget and special offerings to support 
missions, ministries, and missionaries at home and abroad. You 
can also give to the 2021 Love Offering, where 17% of the total 
offering continues to support church planting through NAMB.

LOVE OFFERING UPDATE: AS OF FEBRUARY 2022,
TOTAL GIFTS AND PLEDGES HAVE REACHED $2,136,805.

bellevue.org/missions I bellevue.org/equip
Engaging in missions can vary depending on the 
person, but everyone can take one more step in 
obedience. Short-term, mid-term, and long-term 

missions opportunities exist locally, nationally, and internationally. Seek 
the Lord’s call for your life! Our Send Out Training is designed to help you 
navigate that call and equip you to serve in missions on a deeper level.
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GETTING
INVOLVED
HOW CAN I ENGAGE IN
THE MISSIONARY TASK?

bellevue.org/prayer
It all starts here. One of the 
greatest tools we can use 
to further the Kingdom of 

God is prayer. Pray for our national partners and 
their families. Find specific prayer requests on 
pages four and five. Please, pray for laborers to 
join church planting teams across the U.S. Pray 
believers are bold in their faith, sharing Jesus 
within their spheres of influence.  
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