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Foreword 

 
 
 

As those called to the responsibility of pastoral care in the life of the Church, it is 

incumbent on all clergy to ensure that this care extends to the acceptance of 

gifts and other forms of hospitality that we receive. 

The practice of gifts and offerings for clergy is long-standing and an expression 

of the gratitude for the dedication and service that is given, especially at 

important and sometimes difficult times in people’s lives. 

I commend this policy to all clergy.  It provides important, timely and helpful 

guidance regarding the acceptance of gifts and other forms of hospitality and 

will assist us in ensuring that our acceptance of the great generosity of those we 

serve is guided by the principles of charity and equity. 

 

 

 

          

10th May 2022 
Feast of St. John of Avila 
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1. The Policy 

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to: 

•  Support clergy in exercising prudent judgement in relation to gifts and hospitality 
offered and received in the course of their ministry; and 

•  provide information and guidance to clergy on how to recognise and deal with 
bribery and corruption issues. 

1.2 This policy applies to priests and deacons incardinated or exercising pastoral ministry in the 
Diocese. 

 
2. Gifts and Hospitality  

2.1 The practice of giving personal gifts to priests has occasionally come under some scrutiny 
where the intentions and/or vulnerability of both the donor and the recipient have been 
potential concerns.    

2.2 This guidance strongly encourages the clergy to keep a record of gifts received that can be 
provided if any questions or concerns are raised.  Only gifts with a perceived cost or value 
over £100 must be recorded.  

2.3 The giving of gifts and hospitality to priests is an established part of the culture of the 
Catholic Church and it is a way of expressing friendship, love, care, and gratitude to those 
who give their lives in the service of the Church.  

2.4 Such gifts and hospitality to priests also brings responsibility to ensure that there is clarity 
about the donors’ intentions and a record which provides transparency about gifts received.  

2.5 These simple measures will help protect both vulnerable donors and the vulnerability of 
recipients who may be given gifts and later be challenged by the donor themselves and/or 
their friends and family. 

2.6 When giving gifts on behalf of the parish or Diocese, clergy should ensure that these are 
appropriate and of modest value.  All expenditure must represent a responsible use of 
charitable funds.  It is not acceptable to make lavish or substantial gifts using the charitable 
funds of the Diocese.  A gift given on behalf of the parish should normally have a value of 
below £100: exceptions should be approved in advance by the Vicar General.   
 

3. Gifts and Hospitality- some examples  

Gifts can come in many forms including but not exclusively:  

• A cash gift – maybe small or large, or settlement of a bill 
• A gift of an item of value, for example, a piece of art. 
• A car by someone who is trading in their old one and gives it to the priest instead.  
• Hospitality may be more complex but might involve, for example, a paid holiday or 

sponsored event. This does not apply to household hospitality that is part of usual parish 
life. 
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4. Register of Gifts to Clergy 

4.1 A register of gifts and hospitality should be introduced to include evidence relating to gifts 
received by clergy with a perceived cost or value above £100  
 
• The date of the gift  
• The identity of the donor 
• Amount given – or the value of a non-financial gift if it can be established/estimated  
• Any vulnerability concerns about the donor should be noted together with how the 

donor was protected, for example, any attempt to confirm the acceptability of the gift 
with a family member  

• A record of any acknowledgement 
• The Gift Register may be requested for review if a challenge is raised and should be 

provided to the Vicar General for review on an annual basis or if required by a statutory 
agency. 

• Stole fees or other such offerings over £100 received personally by clergy should be 
included in the register.  

 
 

5. Gifts over £1,000  

5.1 All gifts with a value over £1,000 should be notified to the Vicar for Clergy who will keep a 
register of notifications and depending on the circumstances may make enquiries to ensure 
that there are no safeguarding considerations associated with the gift.  
 
 

6. Safeguarding Considerations 

6.1 Where a gift is given and there are any concerns of a safeguarding nature, contact must be 
made with the Diocesan Safeguarding Office for advice. 

Examples of safeguarding concerns include: 

• Any physical/mental health needs that indicate the donor may be vulnerable. 
• The mental health/mental capacity of the donor which may impact on their decision 

making. 
• The gift given is identified as being outside of the donor’s means. 
• The giving of the gift is part of a growing attachment with the clergy member. 
• The giving of the gift is in return for a request for, or an expectation of, preferential 

treatment in any form. 
 

6.2 The above is not an exhaustive list.  Where there is any query around the appropriateness of a 
gift, advice should be sought by emailing the Diocesan Safeguarding Office;  
E: safeguarding@abdiocese.org.uk 
 
 

7. Retention of Records  

7.1 The Gift Register should be retained within the parish office and may be requested by the 
Vicar for Clergy or the statutory authorities if a concern arises. 
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8. Bribery - the legal position 

8.1 It is a criminal offence to offer, promise, give, request, or accept a bribe.   

8.2 In this policy, third party means any individual or organisation you come into contact with 
during the course of your ministry and includes parishioners, suppliers, business contacts 
and advisers, and government and public bodies. 

8.3 "Bribery" is offering, promising, giving or accepting any financial or other advantage 
(including money, gifts, loans, fees, hospitality, services, discounts, the award of a contract 
or anything else of value), to induce the recipient or any other person to act improperly in 
the performance of their functions, or to reward them for acting improperly, or where the 
recipient would act improperly by accepting the advantage.  

8.4 Gifts should not be offered to, or accepted from, government officials or representatives, or 
politicians or political parties, without the prior approval the Vicar General.  

8.5 We appreciate that the practice of giving business gifts varies between countries and 
regions and what may be normal and acceptable in one region may not be in another. The 
test to be applied is whether in all the circumstances the gift or hospitality is reasonable and 
justifiable. The intention behind the gift should always be considered.  

 

9. What is Corruption? 

9.1 "Corruption" is the abuse of entrusted power or position for private gain.  

9.2 It is not acceptable for you (or someone on your behalf) to: 

• give, promise to give, or offer, a payment, gift or hospitality with the expectation or 
hope that a business advantage will be received, or to reward a business advantage 
already given; 

• give, promise to give, or offer, a payment, gift or hospitality to a government official, 
agent or representative to "facilitate" or expedite a routine procedure; 

• give or accept a gift or hospitality during any commercial negotiations or tender 
process, if this could be perceived as intended or likely to influence the outcome; 

• accept hospitality from a third party that is unduly lavish or extravagant under the 
circumstances; 

• accept payment from a third party that you know or suspect is offered with the 
expectation that it will obtain a business advantage for them; 

• accept a gift or hospitality from a third party if you know or suspect that it is offered or 
provided with an expectation that a business advantage will be provided by us in 
return. 
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10. Facilitation Payments and Kickbacks 

10.1 We do not make, and will not accept, facilitation payments or "kickbacks" of any kind.  
Kickbacks are typically payments made in return for a business favour or advantage.  All 
clergy must avoid any activity that might lead to, or suggest, that a facilitation payment or 
kickback will be made or accepted by us. 

10.2 Payments made on behalf of the Parish or Diocese should always be proportionate to the 
goods or services provided.  Documentation detailing the reason for the payment should be 
retained. 

 

11. Donations 

11.1 We do not make contributions to political parties. We only make charitable donations that 
are legal and ethical, to causes aligned with the charitable objectives of the Diocese.  A list 
of aligned charities is maintained by the Vicar General with the support of the Chief 
Operating Officer.  No donation to other causes must be offered or made without the prior 
approval of the Vicar General. 

 

Approval 
 
This policy was approved by the Diocesan Board of Trustees on:  9 February 2022 
The next review is due by:      28 February 2023 


