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On February 11th, we have the optional Memoria of
Our Lady of Lourdes.!e story of Lourdes as a shrine
begins in February 1958, when a local 14-year-old girl,
Bernade"e Soubirous, whilst collecting #rewood,
heard a noise like a gust of wind. She looked up
towards a cave: “I saw a lady dressed in white, she
wore a white dress, and equally white veils, a blue belt
and a yellow rose on each foot.” Bernade"e made the
Sign of the Cross and said the Rosary with the lady.
When the prayer ended the Lady suddenly vanished.

Over the following weeks, Bernade"e returned to the
spot and encountered the vision each time and soon
the lady spoke to Bernade"e. During the thirteenth
vision, the Lady asked Bernade"e, 'Go and tell the
priests that people are to come here in procession and
to build a chapel here.”!e local clergy were sceptical
about the vision and demanded that Bernade"e ask
the Lady to identi$ herself. On 25th March, the Lady
said, ‘I am the Immaculate Conception.’ Given the
unlikelihood of Bernade"e knowing this theological
expression, and a%er further investigations, the Church
authorities acknowledged the apparitions as ‘worthy of
belief.’ Bernade"e was canonised in 1933 by Pope Pius
XI with her Feast Day on 16th April, the date of her
death in 1879.

!e site of the visions is now a worldwide pilgrimage
destination, and the Diocese (in normal times) has an
annual pilgrimage at the end of July. If you would like
more information about this year’s pilgrimage, please
click here >>>

Alternatively, contact the Pilgrimage Team on
T: 01403 740110, and they will delighted to answer
your questions and o&er more information.

Gospel Reading - John 2:1-11

!ere was a wedding at Cana in Galilee.!e mother of
Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also
been invited. When they ran out of wine, since the wine
provided for the wedding was all #nished, the mother of
Jesus said to him, ‘!ey have no wine.’ Jesus said
‘Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come yet.’

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells
you.’!ere were six stone water jars standing there,
meant for the ablutions that are customary among the
Jews: each could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said
to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water,’ and they #lled
them to the brim. ‘Draw some out now’ he told them
‘and take it to the steward.’!ey did this; the steward
tasted the water, and it had turned into wine. Having no
idea where it came 'om – only the servants who had
drawn the water knew – the steward called the
bridegroom and said, ‘People generally serve the best
wine #rst, and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have
had plenty to drink; but you have kept the best wine till
now.’

!is was the #rst of the signs given by Jesus: it was given
at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his
disciples believed in him.
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Re!ections, using sayings of
St Bernade"e:

O Mary, my good Mother, help me to follow your
example to be generous in every sacri#ce our
Lord may ask of me during my life

I am entrusted with telling you what I have seen
and heard. I am not entrusted with making you
believe it.

Jesus came on earth to be my model. I want to
follow him and walk generously in his footsteps.
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