
St Vincent De Paul
The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) aims to
tackle poverty in all its forms by providing
practical help to those in need.

The SVP’sGood Shepherd Conference in St
Leonards-on-Sea is part of a local initiative called
‘The Links Project’ which offers help and advice
toasylum seekers, refugees and new migrants in
the region.Refugee Crisis Fund grants given to
theSt LeonardsSVP have helped their
volunteersprovide practical support to those in
need including everyday important items such
as: food, legal advice, travel costs, second-hand
furniture and school uniforms.Hansi arrived in St
Leonardsfrom Angola:

‘Hansi was a very strong Catholic and eventually
decided to join our SVP Conference. He was
initially refused leave to remain in England and
with nowhere to live, or means to support
himself, moved in with an SVP member's family.
During this time, our Conference supported him
financially and emotionally.

‘Hansi was very active and ran the Hastings Half
Marathon to raise funds for the SVP. He was very
much part of our Conference until his appeal to
remain in the UK was accepted and he moved to
Manchester.We were delighted when Hansi was
given indefinite leave to remain. While we were
very sorry to see him go, we have stayed in
contact. He is now a married teacher with a
small child - and is President of his local SVP
Conference!’

‘Our SVP has worked with asylum
seekers for many years and has
shared people’s joy whenever
they are given leave to remain.’

Money from the Refugee Crisis Fund
helped the SVP in Brighton provide
essential household items to asylum
seekers and refugees through their
Furniture Scheme. SVP member Peter
explains more:

‘People are referred to our SVP
Furniture Scheme by local authorities,
social workers and organisations such as
Voices in Exile. They have usually been
given unfurnished accommodation and
are not able to afford essential pieces of
furniture such as beds, sofas and
wardrobes. We provide a voucher up to
the value to £110 to be exchanged for
furniture at Emmaus, a charity based in
Portslade.

‘Our SVP supports people of all ages and
backgrounds; one family we helped
were Coptic Christians forced to seek
asylum because of religious persecution
in Sudan. The family included a teacher,
doctor and dentist who were unable to
work in the UK and had to rely on a
local food bank. Donations from the
Refugee Crisis Fund enabled us to
provide them with the much-needed
furniture they may have struggled to
obtain elsewhere.’

‘We have just had a wonderful
delivery of furniture and now have

a home and friends helping us.
Thank you so much.’

Ghazi and Amena,
helped by the SVP.
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