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'Today, as in the
past, slavery is
rooted in a notion of
the human person
that allows people
to be treated like an
object, it tramples
their dignity. Slavery
makes us "undignified" because it
takes way
everyone's dignity.’
Pope Francis on Slavery

Message from David Farey
In the week before Christmas, two people-smugglers were found guilty of
manslaughter after 39 Vietnamese people suffocated while being shipped
across the Channel to the UK in a sealed refrigeration trailer.
The stories recounted during the trial were heartrending, though far from
unusual. Police said the two ringleaders had been motivated by ‘pure and
utter greed’ packing the container with double the normal number of people
to increase their profit margins. Regrettably, the prevalence of this terrible
crime means we must multiply the victim’s pain and suffering hundreds of
thousands of times across the world.
Events like this one are very distressing but there is much that we can do.
Raising awareness of the crime of modern slavery helps in the fight against it
– with each one of us having a part to play. Learning about the different forms
of modern slavery, sharing our knowledge with others, being prepared to do
something about it, and remembering those affected by slavery in our prayers
makes a real difference.
With best wishes,
David Farey
Chair of the Diocesan Steering Group on Modern Slavery

St Josephine Bakhita
Monday 8th February is the feast day of St Josephine Bakhita (1869-1947), the
Saint who was sold into slavery. Her feast day provides an important
opportunity to reflect and pray for an end to slavery, exploitation, and trafficking.
St Bakhita was born in 1869, in a small village in Darfur. When she was just seven
years old, she was kidnapped and enslaved. She was then sold and resold on the
markets of El Obeid and of Khartoum experiencing the humiliations and sufferings
of slavery both physically and emotionally.
St Bakhita was eventually brought to Italy. It was there she spent time with the
Canossian Sisters and came to know God whom ‘she had experienced in her
heart without knowing who He was’ ever since she was a child.
Despite the many hardships she had experienced, St Bakhita lived a life of
kindness, humility and goodness. She was consecrated to God on December
8th, 1896. You can find out more about her life and important legacy here.

‘Be good, love the Lord, pray
for those who do not know
Him. What a great grace it is to
know God! - St. Bakhita

The Clewer Initiative is producing five hard-hitting mini films with
an accompanying devotional course for Lent 2021.
Called ‘Women in the Shadows’, the films focus on the suffering
experienced by women and girls trapped in sexual exploitation,
forced labour, and county lines drug smuggling. The Lenten
initiative includes a range of information about the different
organisations supporting victims. To find out more or to sign up:
E: clewerinitiative@churchofengland.org.

County Lines
on Film
The British Film Institute have recently
released ‘County Lines’, a hard hitting
and deeply affecting film, about a 14year-old boy groomed into a county
lines criminal network. Writer-director
Henry Blake was inspired by the stories
he heard while mentoring young people
at an East London Pupil Referral Unit.
The film has been described as
‘important and ferociously powerful.’
For more information, or to watch the
trailer visit the BFI’s website.

Together In Sussex - Busting Myths!
The Together in Sussex network seeks to inspire, enable, and equip
churches across Sussex to understand their neighbourhood so that they
can connect with vulnerable members of their communities and
respond appropriately to issues of marginalisation and deprivation. The
charity’s website includes a section on modern slavery with a very useful
and informative page busting modern slavery myths.

182 Years Old And
Still Fighting Slavery!

‘People can become entrapped making our clothes, serving our food,
picking our crops, working in factories, or working in houses as cooks,
cleaners or nannies. From the outside, it can look like a normal job. But
people are being controlled… [and] can face violence or threats.’
antislavery.org
The world’s oldest human rights charity, Anti-Slavery International (ASI),
campaigns to eradicate slavery and support victims of trafficking, ending
bonded labour and forced prostitution across the globe. One of the
biggest drivers of slavery in the 21st century is consumer demand for
cheap, disposable goods. Addressing slavery in global supply chains has
become one of the central pillars of the organisation’s work in recent
years.
Speaking at a recent online conference ASI’s CEO, Jasmine O'Connor,
highlighted the that 40 million people around the globe are held as
slaves today, including many children born to people in slavery. Jasmine
explored how discrimination contributes to slavery as it creates groups
of people who are vulnerable to being exploited. She also underlined
the impact of climate change on local populations and how this may
also play a role in human trafficking.
Anti-Slavery are involved in a wide range of campaigns and initiatives.
You can find out more about their work on their website:
www.antislavery.org.

Prayers for Victims
of Human Trafficking
Prayer from the Santa Marta Group
We pray for the victims of human trafficking that they
may be helped to rebuild their lives after the traumatic
experiences they have gone through.
We pray that we, as the Church, will continue to defend
victims of human trafficking.
We pray for our governments that they may make and
implement laws that will protect victims of modern day
slavery.
We pray for those organisations dedicated to eradicating
modern day slavery that they will be courageous in the
face of challenges.
We pray for those caring for the victims of human
trafficking, that their efforts to help the vulnerable and
traumatised may not go unrewarded.
Amen

The Prayer of St Josephine Bakhita
Despite the suffering she experienced as a slave,
St Josephine Bakhita lived a life rooted in faith,
inspired by hope and characterised by love.

O God,
who led Saint Josephine Bakhita
from abject slavery
to the dignity of being your daughter
and a bride of Christ,
grant, we pray, that by her example
we may show constant love for the
Lord Jesus crucified,
remaining steadfast in charity
and prompt to show compassion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

RENATE
RENATE - Religious in Europe Networking Against
Trafficking and Exploitation
In October 2020, Ingrid, a member of our Modern Slavery Steering Group, attended a
webinar held by RENATE - a worldwide network with strong links to the UK, based in
the Netherlands. RENATE works tirelessly to rehabilitate victims of trafficking, seeking
to free the world of sexual and labour exploitation, slavery and forced organ harvesting.
Speaking after the webinar Ingrid said:
‘I was glad I went. The most horrifying story for me was the abuse of young, even
very young children in hotels, where not only the user and organisers of trafficking
gain, but also the hotels who make profit from this abuse. We were asked when
staying in hotels to watch out for it and report any suspicions to the police.’
One of the strengths of the organisation is the scope of its network which encourages
geographically disparate people and organisations to work together. The charity, which
has the support of Pope Francis, provides opportunities for the full reintegration of
victims into society - this can include protection in a safe house, the acquisition of
proper documents and training for meaningful work so that individuals can be enabled
to live life to the full.
Visit RENATE’s website to find out more.

More Information
Our Diocesan Steering Group on Modern Slavery welcomes new members
It is estimated there are more than 130,000 people involved in some form of modern-day
slavery in this country. The task to overcome this evil practice is enormous. Our group aims to
raise public awareness and facilitate its abolition:
1. We collaborate with other churches, external organisations and groups to raise
awareness and provide important resources – such as our diocesan safe house.
2. We assist the police in bringing the perpetrators modern slavery to justice.
To find out more visit the diocesan website
Or contact Tessa Ricketts:
E: tessa.ricketts@abdiocese.org.uk
Please share this newsletter with as many people as you can. To join our distribution list
E: tessa.ricketts@abdiocese.org.uk
By working together, we can help to combat this terrible crime.
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