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INTRODUCTION
This guide covers insurance for Voluntary Aided (VA) schools’ premises.

Insurance arrangements for academies are different and not covered here; academies should
refer to their Catholic Education Trust's documentation for the relevant details.

There are three fundamental principles regarding the insurance arrangements for VA schools:
Firstly, Catholic Dioceses need to ensure that schools are insured because:
a) VA school buildings form part of the Diocesan Trust;

b) the Diocesan Trustees have legal duties, under both Charity Law and Canon Law, to
protect and insure the properties contained with the Trust;

C) there is no legal duty or contractual obligation on the LA to repair or reinstate a VA
school suffering serious damage;

Secondly, VA schools are “maintained” schools (funding comes via the Local Authority) and in
all respects (other than premises), LAs should treat VA schools exactly the same as they do all
other State schools that the LA is obliged to maintain within the LA's boundaries.

Thirdly, the LA is obliged to provide sufficient funds to each VA school to enable the school to
meet all its insurance premium costs. In practice, those funds are either distributed as part of
the normal revenue funding or, where insurance is de-delegated (Brighton & Hove) that
element relating to premises insurance is re-delegated to VA schools.

The Diocese makes insurance cover available to its VA schools under the policies brokered by
the Catholic Insurance Services Limited (CIS), a registered insurance broker owned by the
Bishops' Conferences of England & Wales and of Scotland. Contact is always made only with
CIS and not the insurance company carrying the risk. As at 2020, the insurer is Zurich.

Since 2020, the government's Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA) has been open to
maintained schools to join as an alternative to commercial insurance. The Catholic Education
Service has agreed with the RPA measures which protect the Trustees’ interests for VA
schools and which do not threaten the provision of Catholic education following an event
despite other local factors. Accordingly, Diocesan Finance Committee has agreed that VA
schools may use RPA to fulfil their insurance obligations should they so wish; schools should
make their own decisions as to which route they wish to follow.

If VA schools wish to use any other provision in place of either the CIS scheme or RPA they
should discuss this in the first instance with the Diocesan Education Service.

It is, however, essential that the school governors, as guardians of diocesan property, ensures
that the premises are properly insured at all times.
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BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS

The Diocese now requires that properties are insured for 100% of their replacement value
(the DfE can no longer be expected to contribute to any costs).

The property insurance policy issued by the CIS covers the governing body's and Diocesan
Trustees’ interests only. No cover is afforded to the LA.

Most VA schools use CIS policies for buildings insurance (which includes fixtures and fittings)
and obtain contents insurance through the Local Authority.

To identify whether an article is a fixture / fitting or other contents, imagine the building
turned upside down. Anything which falls to what was the ceiling is not a fixture or fitting.

DETAILS

For full details of the policy, see the Policy Document or contact CIS. A summary of cover is
included below at Appendix One.

A comparison between the RPA route and the CIS / LA route is at Appendix Two

BUILDING WORKS

Automatic cover is provided in respect of Building Contracts with a Contract Value of £1,000,000 or
less (including fees, excluding VAT).

Property insurers must be notified of any project or contract involving Hot Works that is over
£250,000 in value, (including fees, excluding VAT).

LEGAL LIABILITY

Governors should make sure that they are adequately insured for employers’ and public
liability risks.

LEGAL LIABILITY IN PARTICULAR INSTANCES

Schools should consider in particular the insurance requirements relating to off-site activities,
motor vehicles, third party hire of premises, officers insurance and any other risks which they
consider it appropriate to insure against.

PREMIUMS

The responsibility for paying insurance premiums in relation to VA schools rests with the
governors.
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Appendix One — Summary of Cover (CIS scheme)

Zurich Municipal - Arundel and Brighton RC Diocesan Corporation Limited
Tst April 2020 to 31st March 2021

This is a summary of the significant features, benefits and limitations of the property cover provided
to schools by the Zurich Select for Schools policy. The full terms, conditions or exclusions are shown
in the Policy Document, which can be obtained from Zurich Municipal.

Type of insurance and cover

When selected, this policy provides indemnity for Buildings and/or Contents against the following
events: fire, lightning, explosion, aircraft, riot, civil commotion, malicious persons, earthquake, storm,
flood, escape of water, impact, sprinkler leakage, subsidence, ground heave, landslip, theft, accidental
damage.

Significant features and benefits

Cover also extends to include the following:

1. Additional costs incurred to comply with government or local authority requirements
2. Capital Additions - Limit £5m

3. Professional fees

4. Removal of debris

u

. Temporary Removal of items from the Premises — Limit £25,000

6. Drains, Gutters and Sewers — Limit £10,000

~

. Extinguishment Expenses - Limit £5,000

8. External Landscaping — Limit £10,000

9. Replacement Locks — Limit £5,000

10. Loss of Metered Water — Limit £10,000

11. Trace and access — Limit £10,000

12. Property on Temporary Loan — Limit £50,000
Contract Works Insurances:

Automatic cover is provided in respect of Building Contracts with a Contract Value of £1,000,000 or
less (including fees, excluding VAT).

Property insurers must be notified of any project or contract involving Hot Works that is over
£250,000 in value, (including fees, excluding VAT). This requirement only applies to any building work
to your existing school buildings such as refurbishments, reroofing or extensions. It does not apply to
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new builds. If the work being undertaken does not involve Hot Works at any stage, insurers only need
to be notified if the project value exceeds £1,000,000 (when an additional premium may be payable).

Significant or unusual exclusions or limitations
1. Excess
£50 excess applies each and every loss in respect of Money.

£250 excess applies each and every loss in respect of Fire, Lightning, Explosion, Aircraft, Riot and Civil
commotion, Malicious damage, Earthquake, Impact, sprinkler leakage and Theft.

£500 excess applies each and every loss in respect of Storm, Flood, Escape of Water and Accidental
Damage

£2,500 excess applies each and every loss in respect of Subsidence.

2.Storm or Flood

Damage caused by frost, subsidence, ground heave or landslip
Damage to movable property in the open, fences and gates

Damage attributable solely to change in the water table level

3.Unoccupied Properties

Damage caused by escape of water or malicious persons in respect of Buildings which are classified as
unoccupied under the policy wording

Damage or Business Interruption caused by:
a. Freezing
b. escape of water from any tank, apparatus or pipe

c. Malicious persons (other than fire or explosion) not acting on behalf of or in connection
with any political organisation in respect of any unoccupied building

4. Subsidence, Ground Heave or Landslip

The first £2,500 of each and every loss in respect of Buildings.
Damage in respect of patios terraces swimming pools tennis courts walls gates and fences
Damage caused by:

-The normal settlement or bedding down of new structures

-The settlement or movement of made up ground

-Coastal or river erosion

-Defective design or workmanship or the use of defective materials

-Damage resulting from demolition, construction, structural alteration or repair of any
property, or groundworks or excavation at the site of the Buildings

5.Theft

Where the Insured or any Employee are involved
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Property in the open
Stock in vending machines
From an unattended vehicle

6.Accidental Damage

Inherent Vice or Latent Defect

Wear and Tear

Defective Design or Workmanship
Gradually Operating Causes

Sudden and Unforeseen Damage to Plant
Deliberate Act of Utility

Subsidence, Ground Heave, Landslip

Unexplained Disappearance

7.General Insurance Exclusions

Loss or damage caused by -

Radiation

War Risks or Government or Public Authority Order

Sonic Bangs
Pollution
Electronic Risk

Date Related incidents

Terrorism (unless specifically included)
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Appendix Two — RPA vs CIS / LA
Voluntary Aided Schools Insurance Comparison — RPA vs CIS & LA

NB The RPA provides Property, Liability, Personal Accident, Legal Expenses and Travel cover. These must all be taken as a combined package.

Where CIS arranges Property cover only with Zurich Municipal, VA schools usually participate in LA arrangements for their other insurances. As LA
arrangements vary between different authorities, we are unable to set them out in detail below.
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