
          “My wish is that my art will bring more balance to the world, adding to the side of brightness.

I find inspiration from mythology, surrounding nature, human emotion. It’s not that I feel as if life is a fantasy, 

but at the very least I can create to help enrich our world with beauty, purpose, and good energy.”

It is no secret that sometimes childhood impressions can be a big influence on your future life. When people ask me how I 

started painting silk, I usually answer in a typical manner and say that I always wanted to make everyday life brighter. Although this is

the truth, I rarely give the full explanation.

 In reality, I fell in love in with this medium when I was in high school. Our painting teacher was a professional fiber artist, and

sometimes we stayed late after class just to see her magic. This was my first experience with wizardry-- watching a few splashes of 

silk dye become a flower, a bird, or anything else her artistic mind could conjure. The outlines made with resist would flow, dance, 

and swirl around the stretched silk. It was always a pleasure to see her working, but just as captivating to simply hold a delicate piece 

of silk painted by the hand of such a Master. The possibility of making art for a living and bringing joy to others as well inspired me.

Wearable art is especially unique-- it brightens the life of not only the wearer, but of those nearby as well. Just as every person 

is an individual, no two silk creations are completely alike. A hand painted shawl is a timeless treasure that can be worn and cherished 

from generation to generation. So with this in mind, I decided to become an applied artist. 

Several years later I graduated from the St. Petersburg Art and Industry Academy, formerly known as V.I Mukhina, with a 

degree in design, but like many women, I have since played many roles in life. Finding balance between my early motherhood, 

earning an income, and pursuing my art was never easy. 23 years ago I moved to the United States from Russia, and this transition 

also proved to be a challenge. Despite my internal and environmental changes, my dream to be a silk painter never faded and 



continued to grow bigger.

Today I have a beautiful studio at the Torpedo Factory Art Center with a view of the Potomac River. Every time it storms, I can
see a rainbow and feel the wind coming through my open window, bringing new ideas and inspiration. Sometimes, I even feel like I 
am at home in St. Petersburg and the river Neva is flowing in front of me. Every day, I feel thankful for my journey in life and art. 
With time, it continues to transform, unfold, and bring me new experience.

             I create in different techniques, my favorite being silk painting. I combine the traditional batik technique with free-hand 
painting. I use gutta resist to define my design, and often don't close the lines, letting the dyes flow out. The result is an atmospheric 
effect inspired by watercolors, which, by the way, is another medium that I love to work with. In some of my pieces, I also combine 
wool and silk, creating textured effects that transcend from the visual, into the realm of touch. I start by painting the silk, and then felt 
it together with super fine merino wool and other fibers such as rayon. Working in a variety of techniques allows me to flow with 
seasons and waves of inspiration. Through combining different media, I also experiment with new techniques, keeping my creative 
process dynamic and ever-evolving. All colors are permanently set by steaming, so they won't fade. Both silk and felted items can be 
gently hand washed and layed out flat to air dry or iron.

Awards:

2011 Judges award, “What Art ToWear”, The Art League Gallery, Alexandria, VA

2018 Curator’s Choice Award, “Uncommon Visions”, Torpedo Factory & Mosaic, Fairfax, VA

2018 Curator’s Choice Award, “A Touch Of Magic”, Del Ray Artisans Gallery, Del Ray, VA

2019 Honorable Mention, Open Exhibit, Art League Gallery, Alexandria, VA


