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Preamble 

The Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea (the 
Institute) recognises that, in past years, its ministries have occasionally 
named buildings, facilities and sections of their precincts after individual 
Sisters of Mercy or particular lay women and men whose contribution to 
the development and credibility of particular works has been outstanding. 

While appreciating the significance and various advantages of this 
practice, the Institute Leadership has recently reviewed it because of the 
need to be as sure as possible that potential nominees, living or deceased, 
are persons whose reputations would always deserve public respect.   

In light of the review, the Institute Naming Policy has been revised and the 
Institute Leadership requests that when ministries wish to propose a name 
for consideration, they adhere to the guidelines and procedures elaborated 
in this document. 

Scope of Policy 

This Policy applies to the naming of 
 any property for which the Institute has canonical

responsibility, including property held by the Institute Property
Association Limited (IPAL) McAuley Property Limited (MPL),
other approved property companies and any of the Institute’s
incorporated ministries;

 facilities and units within properties of IPAL, MPL and all
Institute ministries, both incorporated and unincorporated
(unincorporated includes those which are conducted by
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individual sisters who are not members of McAuley Ministries 
Limited.  

 any public award or project which is ultimately under the
auspices of the Institute and its ministries

Policy Statement 

The Institute affirms, in principle, the appropriateness of naming a 
ministry’s buildings, facilities, precinct, awards, projects, and the like, after 
a person whose reputation deserves public regard for having given 
verifiably remarkable service to the church and wider society through 
works of mercy.  

Guidelines 
i. Normally, the name of a living person should not be used on any

permanent feature such as a building, library, clinic, playing field.
However, it is reasonable to request permission to name something less
permanent, such as a scholarship or an award, in honour of a living
person.

ii. Preference is given to requests for using names of individuals who are
deceased. Where this concerns Sisters of Mercy, ministries are encouraged
to choose the name of a founding sister, that is, one who is associated with
the commencement of a Mercy foundation or ministry and is remembered
as a woman of significance for the local church and society, as well as the
Institute.

iii. In relation to the above, it is further preferred that, wherever reasonable,
consideration be given to an inclusive acknowledgment of a community
or partnership rather than an individual as, more often than not, the
public success of an individual was dependent on the agency and support
of others.

iv. If naming a precinct, or anything within it, after a deceased Sister of
Mercy, it is preferable to use her given name, particularly if her religious
name was male. For example, if she was known as Sister Mary Paul and
her legal name was Brigid Stafford, it is recommended that she be
remembered as Brigid Stafford with a smaller reference to her religious
name.
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v. Regardless of whose name may be proposed by a ministry and whether
this person is living or deceased, it is imperative that scrutiny of his or her
reputation is undertaken by the proposers, as far as is reasonable and
appropriate.

vi. It is strongly recommended that, as far as possible, any proposal to name
something after an individual or a community is kept confidential by the
proposers. This is because, in such instances, there can be a widespread
enthusiasm which, following consideration of the nominee by the
ministry authorities or the Institute Leadership, may be found to be
unwarranted.

Procedures 

1. The procedures to be followed by ministries when requesting to use a
person’s name are set out on the Template for Naming Request which
accompanies this document.

2. When the template is completed it should be sent to the Institute’s
Committee for Publications, Images, Naming and Trademarks (PINT) at
trademarks@ismapng.org.au.

3. In considering any “Naming request’ the PINT Committee will consult
with the Institute Leadership about its appropriateness.

Note: Wherever relevant, the principles inherent in this policy 
also apply to the use of a place name. 

mailto:trademarks@ismapng.org.au
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Request for Naming 

TEMPLATE FOR NAMING REQUEST 
Please address all aspects of this template, and send your request to the 

Institute’s  Committee for Publications, Images, Naming and Trademarks 
(PINT)  [trademarks@ismapng.org.au]. 

 
PROPOSER’S NAME:  

MINISTRY:  

PROPOSER’S CONTACT INFORMATION: 

DATE:  
 

1. Proposed name of building, facility, section of precinct, scholarship, 
award etcetera 
 

2. Details of what is to be named (eg building, library, clinic). 

 
3. Rationale for choosing the name, including answers to questions such 

as: 
a) How does using this person’s name contribute to nurturing 

the mercy charism? 
b) Did the person exemplify one or more of the corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy? 
c) Can stories be told of her or his advocacy or work for justice? 
d) How did the person relate to others by way of respect 

hospitality, forgiveness, right relationships? 
e) What connection, if any, did the person have with the 

ministry concerned or the local community in which it is 
located? 

f) What legacy has the person left? What benefit might those 
who work within the ministry or utilise  its services gain from 
knowing about this person? 

 
4. Confirmation of the proposed nominee as a person of probity with a 

reputation of integrity. 

 
5. Details of where the name might be used (for example, in the 

ministry’s public documents, newsletters, and so on). 

 
6.  Details of where the name will be displayed in relation to particular 

‘Mercy’ symbols, for example, the Mercy Cross (if appropriate, please 
supply a sketch or photo of what is proposed).  
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