AYAAN ABDULLE
Black Muslim Initiative – Board Member
Ayaan Abdulle (she/her) is a community organizer who has a
passion for knowledge sharing, inclusion, and justice. Her
commitment in life is to cultivate equity, community, and
accessibility in the communities she is a part of. She currently
does work within the Non-Profit sector. She received an Honours
Bachelor's of Science degree from the University of Toronto with
a double major in Psychology and Health Policy. She has worked
with community organizations such as the Black Muslim Initiative,
Black Futures Now Toronto, The Canadian Muslim Vote, Pathways
to Care, and more.
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ARCHIE ALLISON
Director, Access and Awareness at Variety Village
Archie Allison began his career working with persons with a disability when he was
hired as a program instructor at Variety Village in 1984. Throughout his years at
Variety he continued his studies and training and is currently the Director of Access
and Awareness.

During his career at Variety Village Mr. Allison has assisted in creating many
programs for children with disabilities. These programs focus on providing all
children, regardless of their abilities, a barrier free environment and curriculum in
which to play. He has been a staunch advocate of inclusive participation. Mr. Allison
was an active coach in Track and Field, taking athletes to the Windsor Games and
Junior Games in Miami. From 1985 to 1990 he established integrated Leadership
Camps providing opportunities for teenagers of all abilities to learn from their peers
and gain independence while practicing important life skills. In his current position
Mr. Allison leads a team who deliver Integrated Outreach and Physical Education
programs to over 10,000 students in Ontario each year.
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ALIF ASHRAF
MLSE LaunchPad Youth Advisory Council Member
Alif is currently finishing her high school career at Riverdale Collegiate
Institute and will graduate this upcoming year. She has a passion for animals
and has goals to pursue a career in such a field. She also enjoys sports, arts,
the sciences, and advocating rights for minorities. Throughout high school, Alif
has volunteered extensively with organizations within her community to give
back. Her work in the community includes hosting Bubble Soccer for at-risk
urban youth to help develop and nurture their leadership, cooperation, and
teambuilding skills; and serving hot meals to members of the Regent Park
Community struggling with food insecurity; leading and teaching computer
classes for women in shelters.

Her ultimate passion is to enact positive changes within her community for all
members, regardless of their age, background, or socio-economic status. Alif
believes that when we have fun, we can all achieve greatness together. With
her passion in hand, MLSE is the perfect vessel to channel this change factor
to those around her.
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QUAZANCE BOISSONEAU
Acting Manager of Indigenous Education & Engagement
An Anishinaabekwe from Garden River First Nation, Quazance has worked at Humber College
supporting Indigenous students and sharing information with First Nation communities since
fall 2013. She has led the College in strategic communications with First Nation communities
and strengthened Humber’s relationship with Indigenous communities by attending
Indigenous sporting events, Career Workshops and conferences across the province and
nationally. Through her innovative marketing campaigns, she has built relationships and
partnerships with stakeholders to advance Humber and the department’s brand recognition.
She is a 2018 graduate from Carleton University's Public Policy and Administration PostGraduate Diploma Program where she specialized in Indigenous Policy and Administration.
Prior to studying public policy and administration, she studied business and marketing at
both the University and Collegiate level. In 2013 she graduated from George Brown College
with a Graduate Certificate in Sports and Event Marketing. A former varsity athlete, she
graduated in 2012 from Algoma University with a Bachelor's Degree in Business
Administration specializing in Public Administration and Human Resources. Quazance is an
advocate for Indigenous mental health and physical wellness. Her emphasis is on advancing
Indigenous youth through sport and education. In her work she strives to promote balanced
lifestyles for Indigenous people living in two-worlds.
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BRITTANIA BROWN
LayUp Youth Basketball – Head Coach
Brittania Brown is an experienced Sport Program and Events Facilitator living
in Toronto, Ontario. Passionate about youth and community development,
Brittania teaches life lessons through sport by facilitating community sport
programs.
Brittania acquired a Bachelor of Physical and Health Education from the
University of Winnipeg and obtained a Sport Business Management Diploma
from Humber College. While completing her studies, Brittania competed in
basketball at both the university and college level.
Her prior professional experience includes Toronto Raptors Basketball
Community Development Coach, Varsity Assistant Intern at Humber College
and Official’s Education & Domestic Development Intern at Canada
Basketball. Brittania has been a coach for over 7 years with a strong
background in program development and execution. Her approach is highly
motivated to ensure that participants experience safe, fun, and well –
organized environments. When Brittania is not working, she enjoys physical
activities, catching up with friends and family, and finding new ways to be
more involved in her community. .
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ALYSSIA FERNANDES
MLSE LaunchPad Youth Advisory Council Co-Chair
Alyssia Fernandes is a 2nd year student at the University of Toronto Scarborough
Campus, studying Political Science and International Development, with the hope to
someday work with vulnerable and marginalized communities around the world,
emphasizing sport for development in her practices. Alyssia currently holds a cochair position with MLSE Launchpads Youth Advisory Council, with 2 prior years on
the team.
When she is not in school, she is working with Agincourt Community Services
Association where she continues her advocacy in sport for development through
online programming and activities, engaging youth in elementary school. She also
works part time as a research assistant for the Political Science department at UofT.
Alyssia is extremely excited to be sitting on the selection circle grant cycle team and
hopes she will learn more about the process of grant selection and about the
applicants!
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COURTENAY FIELD
Savvy Fare Lifestyle Management - Social Media and Communications Consultant

Over the past few years Courtenay has worked with numerous
organizations including SOCAN, Historica Canada, Samuel Centre for
Social Connectedness, Samuel Family Foundation, MyStand and the
University of Toronto. Her time with these businesses inspired her to
create Gradience, a movement dedicated to celebrating forms of
artistic expression with POC communities. An alumna of Trinity
College, University of Toronto, Courtenay has a background in
political science and international affairs. She looks forward to joining
this esteemed community.
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MONIKA GOODLUCK
Independent Consultant, Social Entrepreneur
I self-identify as a Black, multilingual cis woman, mother of 3, and global citizen. I was
born outside Canada and have lived in different cities across several countries, with
Toronto as my current home. My academic history includes an Honours BA in
Kinesiology and Health Science and a graduate degree (MPH) in Health Promotion and
Community Development. As a youth, community programs, like those funded by the
MLSE Foundation Community Action Grants, played an important role in my selfdevelopment.
I have long believed that any individual's health, wellbeing and success in life is
interwoven with the structures, systems, and opportunities that they are born into and
navigate through life. My diverse life experiences contribute significantly to the strong
equity and inclusion lens that I bring to my work and life philosophy. Professionally, I
have 20+ years of experience with a variety of grassroots groups and formal
organizations working in numerous sectors including community and public health,
newcomer support, youth services, and others. I have and continue to contribute in
areas of focus such as community development, program and project
planning/evaluation, resource development, critical conversations, partnership building,
and stakeholder engagement. I also coach and support folks and teams in these areas.
Recently, I have been dedicating increased volunteer and professional time to areas of
passion including design and delivery of facilitation services; companioning parents (as a
doula) on their pre/postnatal journeys; developing equity and inclusion initiatives with
organizations; providing leadership support to non-profits; and, grant writing/review.
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KELVIN MARFO
E-Commerce Coordinator at Mosaic
Kelvin Marfo is a recent graduate from the Sport & Event Marketing
Program at George Brown College and is currently working in the digital
marketing industry. His volunteer work includes helping the youth learn
the sport of basketball, which he loves, and creating an online charity
event to raise funds for SickKids Foundation.

Kelvin highly values giving back to his community and actively searches
out opportunities to do so. He believes that education, financial literacy,
a healthy active lifestyle, an inquisitive mind, and kindness are essential
aspects in building a great community.
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ANTHONY MEEKS
Malton Neighbourhood Services – Program Coordinator
I am a Program Coordinator for Malton Neighbourhood Services. I was raised within
the Peel Region, of Malton Mississauga, and that is where I completed my formal
schooling. I then went on to pursue a bachelor’s degree of Kinesiology and Health
Science with a minor in Psychology. While in school, my peers and I created a young
men’s mentorship group called Success with Age and Guidance to build the capacity of
Black youth through life-skills workshops and mentorship. For my efforts I was
recognized with a community engagement award from the Mayor Bonnie Crombie.
Since then, I have been heavily engaged in my community, amassing nine years of
experience working for organizations that support youth through the social service and
recreational fields. What I enjoy the most about this line of work, is getting to see the
growth of each individual youth I engage with, and the memories that are created
from those interactions and experiences. My mission statement is to empower
racialized youth and provide them with the skills, resources and opportunities for them
to have control over their success and future.
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Simi Olatunji
Toronto FC – Administration &Operations Coordinator
Simi Olatunji is a sports enthusiast and has been working in the sports industry for 8
years. In 2019 she graduated from Ryerson University with a Bachelor of Commerce
and minor in Public Relations. Recently, she also completed the Sport and Event
Marketing Post Graduate program at George brown College.

Having spent most of her childhood playing soccer at a competitive level within the
GTA, she decided to pursue a career in sports. Over the past few years, she has
volunteered and worked seasonally for Toronto FC. Currently she has transitioned to
an Administration and Operations Coordinator role with the club. She has also been
involved with the MLSE Launchpad by attending networking sessions designed to
support those in the Leadership in Training program. Simi is passionate about doing
her part to support local youth who are minorities and/or face socio-economic barriers
within the sports industry.
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YUSUF RAHAMAN
MLSE LaunchPad Youth Advisory Council Member
Yusuf is currently working in Patient Flow as a Bed allocator at St Michael’s Hospital.
Yusuf graduated from Ontario Tech University in 2019 with a Bachelor’s degree in
Health Sciences specializing in Public Health. He is currently pursuing his career in
sport by attending the Postgraduate Sport and Event Marketing program at George
Brown. As someone that was raised in Toronto, he’s seen the impact sport has had
on his community; from professional sports teams and athletes inspiring future
generations, to children and youth finding their voices and sense of community
through sport. Yusuf wanted to be part of the MLSE LaunchPad's Youth Advisory
Committee because he wanted to use his voice and abilities to impact the next
generation. As the eldest of seven siblings, enhancing the next generation’s wellbeing through sport and inclusion has always been top of mind for him. Yusuf’s
passions lie around the game of hockey and how he can make it more inclusive to
all. Having always felt like an outsider in the world of hockey, he vows to make a
difference in making the game of hockey a bit more welcoming for the next
generation.
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JEREMY RENAUD
Professor Of Sport & Recreation Management At St. Clair
College
Jeremy is a native of Windsor, Ontario who attended Brock University
(Canada) and Canterbury of New Zealand where he completed his studies
while competing as a multi-sport athlete. In his 4th year at Brock, he
worked for the National Hockey League for the 2T0R0NT0 All-Star
Weekend before heading overseas to work in professional hockey with the
Anschutz Entertainment Group (Europe).

Jeremy has worked at all levels of sport through the non-profit, public and
for-profit sectors while serving as a strong community leader in sport.
Currently, he is a development officer for Easter Seals Ontario (WindsorEssex), GM of Canada's National Sport Card & Memorabilia Expo; a
professor of Sport & Recreation Management at St. Clair College and
Esports Coordinator for Lancer Gaming at The University of Windsor.
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THALIA LETICIA RUIZ
MLSE LaunchPad Youth Advisory Council Member
Thalia Ruiz currently holds the positions of Co-president at Emery Collegiate
institute and Chair of the Student advisory committee for Ward 4. She is
working hard towards becoming a Sports Psychologist. This is her second year
on the MLSE Launchpad’s Youth Advisory Council. She joined the council
because of her passion for helping her community and peers. Thalia is a threetime honor roll student; holds the highest academic score on the OSSLT
(Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test) of her year, highest female athletic
score, sportsmanship award & MVP.
She has a special place in her heart for music as she has played several
instruments throughout her life, leading her to perform the Tenor Saxophone
at Massey Hall; she also has a passion for writing poetry.Thalia is excited to
join the MLSE Foundation Community Action Grant Selection Circle.
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ALEXANDRA TAUHID
MLSE LaunchPad Youth Advisory Council Secretary
Alexandra Tauhid graduated this past August from York University with a
major in Kinesiology and Health Sciences. She is currently working fulltime with Jays Care Foundation as a Jr. Program Coordinator and as a
contract program facilitator for UNITY charity. When she's not working,
you can find Alexandra dancing to the music in her head, teaching herself
Spanish, watching Turkish dramas, or spending time with family and
friends.
She also enjoys volunteering her time with organizations that aim to
improve the well-being of marginalized individuals or communities and
has done so with organizations such as Sistering, HOPE Canada, and
Second Harvest. She is passionate about creating connections between
different types of people, empowering youth, and educating others on
matters of health - social, physical, and mental. Alexandra looks forward
to using her experiences to bring a unique lens to the Selection Circle.
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KAREN TRINES

Senior Program Analyst, Sport Canada
Karen Trines is a competitive curler living in Ottawa, Ontario. Karen is a
2-time Ontario Junior champion, an Ontario Mixed champion and a 2time Ontario Women's champion, having most recently represented
Ontario at the 2018 Scotties Tournament of Hearts. Karen and her former
teammate/partner were considered to be the first openly LGBTQ2S+
couple to compete at the Scotties Tournament of Hearts.
Karen holds a Bachelor of Arts from Carleton University and an Event
Management Graduate Certificate from Algonquin College, and she
works as a Senior Program Analyst at Sport Canada. Additionally, Karen is
a member of the Canadian Olympic Committee’s #OneTeam Initiative as
well as the You Can Play Regional Board, which both aim to promote
inclusivity for LGBTQ2S+ athletes in sport. She is also the Vice President
of the Board of Directors for the Elizabeth Fry Society of Ottawa, an
organization who supports and advocates for criminalized women.
Karen lives in downtown Ottawa with her wife, Kat, and their 7-year-old
Boston terrier named Phynlea.
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ADDITIONAL BIOS COMING SOON!

Natricia Drummond
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