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reported in the United Kingdom: Williams v Simpson [2011] 
BPIR 938, Re Ced Ex Foods (formerly Cedenco Foods) (in liq); ANZ 
National Bank v Sheahan [2013] BCC 321 and Batty (Trustee in 
Bankruptcy of Reeves) v Reeves [2015] BCC 568. All three of 
those cases involve aspects of cross-border insolvency. 

In 2000, Paul was elected as a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy. He is also the co-consulting editor 
of the leading New Zealand text on insolvency law, Heath & 
Whale on Insolvency.

Paul is delighted to have been offered a position as an 
Associate Member of South Square. 

Paul intends to undertake dispute resolution work, 
primarily arbitration. Although he will be based at 
Bankside Chambers in Auckland, Paul will also, given his 
international reputation, be available to provide strategic 
advice arising out of cross border insolvencies, neutral 
assistance with the facilitation of international disputes  
and the provision of expert evidence on New Zealand law.   
 
Any inquiries about Paul’s availability to accept 
instructions in any particular case may be directed to 
practicemanagers@southsquare.com 

The Honourable  
Paul Heath QC

South Square is delighted to announce 
that The Honourable Paul Heath QC,  

a recently retired Judge of the High Court 
of New Zealand, joined chambers as an 
Associate Member from 9 April 2018. 
Paul has a special interest in cross border insolvency. 
He was a member of the New Zealand Law Commission 
(an independent statutory law reform agency) from 
1999 until 2002. During that time, he was responsible 
for preparation of a report recommending that the New 
Zealand Government adopt the UNCITRAL Model Law on 
Cross Border Insolvency. The Government acted on that 
recommendation when the Insolvency (Cross-border) Act 
2006 was enacted to come into force at the same time as 
comparable legislation in Australia. As part of his duties 
on the Law Commission, Paul was also responsible for 
the preparation of advisory reports to the Ministers of 
Commerce and Economic Development respectively on 
various aspects of insolvency law, including priority debts 
and voluntary administration.

Paul’s time on the Law Commission followed an extensive 
practice in commercial litigation from 1978 until his 
appointment to the High Court in late March 2002. Paul’s 
first connection with South Square was in 1990, when he  
and Gabriel Moss QC appeared against each other in the  
Privy Council. Their association has continued over the  
years. Paul and Gabriel have spoken on panels together  
at international conferences; most notably at the INSOL  
Quadrennial Congresses in London and Sydney, in 2001  
and 2017. 

During a period of sabbatical leave in 2010, Paul was a 
Visiting Scholar at UNCITRAL in Vienna. During that time 
he prepared the first draft of the Judicial Perspective on 
the UNCITRAL Model Law. The text was adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 9 December 
2011. The publication is available on the UNCITRAL website. 
An acknowledgement of Paul’s involvement appears in the 
preface to the publication. 

After practising as a barrister and solicitor (in New Zealand’s 
fused profession) between 1978 and 1998, Paul took Silk 
on 1 June 1998. He was appointed to the High Court of New 
Zealand in late March 2002 and retired on 6 April 2018, after 
16 years’ service. During his time on the Bench, Paul also 
sat as an ad hoc member of the Criminal and Civil Appeal 
Divisions of the Court of Appeal of New Zealand between 
2003 and 2016. In all, he sat on over 400 appeals. During his 
period in the High Court, he gave a number of important 
insolvency decisions, including three that were also 


