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Profile 

Jason is a highly experienced commercial advocate with a focus on High Court and appellate litigation. 

He graduated from the University of Auckland with numerous awards, including a senior scholarship in law for 

graduating second in his year and prizes for twice winning the University’s top advocacy competition. Prior to 

commencing practice as a barrister in 2009, Jason clerked for Sir Peter Blanchard in the Court of Appeal, and 

was a litigator at Russell McVeagh and Slaughter & May (London). 

Jason practises across the full range of commercial litigation, but has particular expertise in banking and finance 

disputes, insurance, professional negligence, insolvency, trust and company litigation, and property disputes. He 

has acted for many corporate clients, including Vector, Westpac, Fletcher Building, New Zealand Treasury, 

Itochu Corporation, Lloyd’s, Spark, global insurance brokerage Willis, and litigation funders.  

He also acts for clients in investigations and proceedings initiated by the Serious Fraud Office and Financial 

Markets Authority. 

Jason is a regular speaker at Law Society conferences and has written a number of published academic articles.  

He is also an editor of New Zealand’s leading property text, Hinde McMorland & Sim Land Law in New Zealand, 

having taken over the responsibilities of the late Emeritus Professor George Hinde in 2014. 

Professional background 

o Barrister, Bankside Chambers (from 2009). 
 

o Senior Associate, Slaughter & May, London (2007-2009). 
 

o Senior Solicitor, Russell McVeagh, working with Stephen Kós QC now President of the Court of Appeal 
(2003-2007). 
 

o Judge’s Clerk, Court of Appeal, Sir Peter Blanchard (2002-2003). 
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Selection of recent and notable instructions 

General commercial  

o Defending a board of directors in 2019 from an injunction to halt the sale of a $90 million business. The case 
settled immediately before hearing, with the sale proceeding. 
 

o Defending publicly listed company Pyne Gould Corporation in a civil penalty claim by the Financial Markets 
Authority (FMA) in 2018.  

 

o Defending publicly listed utility company Vector in proceedings brought by a lowball share offer entity 
associated with Bernard Whimp. The plaintiff discontinued the proceedings immediately before the 
substantive hearing, after three years of litigation (judgment for increased costs: Energy Securities LP v Vector 
Limited [2019] NZHC 1387). 

 

o Acting in a leading Fair Trading Act case on director liability; leave was sought to appeal to the Supreme 
Court, but the case settled before the application was determined (Sullivan v Wellsford Properties [2018] NZCA 
168). 

 

o Acting with Jim Farmer QC in proceedings to enforce a foreign judgment (Eilenberg v Lourdes Gutierrez [2017] 
NZCA 270, [2017] NZFLR 471, Court of Appeal; [2017] NZSC 144, Supreme Court). 

 

o Defending a substantial construction arbitral award against the Samoan Government from challenge (Apia 
Construction v Samoa National Provident Fund, Court of Appeal of Samoa, 15 September 2017).  

 

o Acting with American attorneys to defend a New Zealand distributor in an international arbitration appeal 
held in California (BDL v CB, Hon. W Brazil, N Kaplan QC, Sir Bernard Rix, 18 August 2017). 

 

o Defending Fletcher Building in a product liability claim (initial strike out application: Carter v Metal Design 
Solutions Ltd [2016] NZHC 1162).  

 

o Acting with David Jones QC to represent a well-known businessman in civil forfeiture proceedings 
concerning over $40 million of restrained assets (Yan v Commissioner of Police [2016] NZLR 593 (Court of 
Appeal)). 

 

o Acting with Bruce Stewart QC to defend a restitution claim following the loss of a major airline catering 
contract (LSG Sky Chefs v Pacific Flight Catering [2016] 1 NZLR 433, High Court, Court of Appeal, Supreme 
Court). 

 

o Misrepresentation action arising out of the sale and purchase of a freight logistics company (Mohican Holdings 
Ltd v Mainstream Logistics Ltd, High Court, 1 June 2012). 

 

o Breach of contract and quantum meruit action (Cottonsoft Ltd v Creative Hotpot Ltd, High Court, 29 March 
2011).  

 

o Defending a hotel management contract from an ultra vires challenge (Low v Body Corporate 384911 [2011] 2 
NZLR 263). 

 

o Acting for the New Caledonian rally team to obtain an injunction in the Rally of New Zealand (Team Clavel 
Motorsport v Neil Allport Motorsports Ltd (High Court, 26 May 2010, Miller J). 

 

o Acting with Stephen Kós QC to defend Telecom (now Spark) in a $61 million contract claim (initial strike 
out application: Telecom New Zealand Ltd v Sintel-com [2008] 1 NZLR 780 (CA)). 

 

o Acting with Stephen Kós QC to defend the New Zealand Government in a dispute over the Maui gas field 
(Methanex Motunui Ltd v Spellman [2004] 1 NZLR 95 (CA)). 
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Professional negligence 

o Acting for plaintiffs in a $30 million commercial building subsidence case in claims against engineers, the 
local authority, and other parties. The case settled before the nine-week trial was scheduled to commence in 
February 2020.  
 

o Acting for a major law firm with Alan Galbraith QC in a claim against its insurer for alleged breach of duty 
by counsel in the handling of a $20 million subrogated defence. The case settled in 2018. 
 

o Acting between 2009-2019 in over 30 different proceedings bringing claims against solicitors, including in 
relation to the collapse of the Blue Chip group.  

 

o Acting with Stephen Kós QC on an auditor negligence case (Atlas v KPMG, High Court, CIV 2003-485-1331, 
1 February 2007, Miller J). 

Finance and insolvency 

o Presently acting for the liquidators of publicly listed CBL Corporation in one of New Zealand’s largest 
corporate insolvencies. The company is a defendant in four separate legal proceedings issued by the Financial 
Markets Authority and shareholders from two class action groups.  
 

o Acting for Westpac in a $50 million fraud claim based on alleged dishonest use of a credit facility. The case 
was tried in 2019 on a preliminary question (Westpac New Zealand Ltd v Z [2019] NZHC 979). It is ongoing 
and involves complex issues of causation and damages.  
 

o Acting for publicly listed company Pyne Gould Corporation in a $22 million claim relating to the anticipated 
public listing of Perpetual Guardian. The case is on the Commercial Panel and scheduled for trial in early 
2021. 

 

o Defending the Cayman-based Torchlight Fund, high-profile investor George Kerr, and other entities, in a 
$40 million tracing claim between 2016-2018, including opposing applications by New Zealand Government 
agencies and an Australian investment fund to search court files (Black & Johnstone v NZ Credit Fund (GP) 1 
Ltd, High Court, 14 February 2017; Carolan v New Zealand Real Estate Credit Ltd (2017) 23 PRNZ 405). 

 

o Acting for George Kerr and related entities to recover monies from a merchant banker (Carolan v New Zealand 
Real Estate Credit Ltd [2016] NZHC 1757).  

 

o Acting for a Japanese corporation to obtain an injunction over a major shipping consignment based on a 
security interest; the four parties defending the injunction capitulated on the second day of the hearing (Itochu 
Corporation v Kiwi Forestry International Trading Ltd, High Court, 15 April 2015). 
 

o Acting for Video Ezy International in litigation to take back control of Video Ezy New Zealand, including 
separate litigation to enforce restraints of trade against franchisees (Video Ezy International Pty Limited v Red 
Bond Ltd ([2015] NZHC 1636). 

 

o Acting in a leading decision on inadvertent breach of confidence by a bank (Blum v ANZ Bank New Zealand 
Ltd [2015] NZCA 335). 

 

o Guarantee proceedings (Pharma Pac Ltd v Leonard [2014] NZHC 2023; Wiltshire Investments Ltd v Symons [2013] 
NZHC 1300). 
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Insurance 

o Advising a Lloyd’s syndicate in 2018 on a $25 million insurance claim arising from the Christchurch 
earthquakes. 
 

o Lead associate at Slaughter & May defending insurance broker Willis Limited in proceedings in the London 
Commercial Court relating to US$250 million claims arising from the PA LMX market. The case settled 
immediately before trial. It involved managing a large internal team of solicitors and external team of three 
Queen’s Counsel and junior barristers.   

Property 

o Acting with Bruce Stewart QC in proceedings for the partition of a $30 million coastal farm in Northland 
involving court-appointed experts (Bayly v Hicks [2015] NZHC 3248). The High Court decision was appealed. 
The case settled during an adjournment following the first day’s argument in the Court of Appeal. 
 

o Acting for the developer of a $30 million apartment complex to defend a stop-work injunction. The case was 
settled after a series of interim hearings (Kuranui Trust Ltd v The Pines 2014 Ltd, High Court, 14 April 2015).  

 

o Novel injunction restraining a property owner based on the principle of non-derogation from grant 
(Richardson Road Medical Centre v Mt Roskill Joint Venture Ltd [2015] NZHC 2474). 

 

o Joint venture dispute over a major property development where Jason established New Zealand’s first sham 
trust (Rosebud Corporate Trustee Ltd v Bublitz (2014) 3 NZTR 24-025). 

 

Qualifications and awards  

o BCom, LLB (Hons) (2002).  
 

o Senior Scholarship in Law (2002). 
 

o New Zealand Insurance Law Association Prize for top insurance paper (2001).  
 

o Chapman Tripp research scholarship for academic excellence (2001). 
 

o Gary Davis Memorial Prize, Geoffrey Powell Prize, and the Stout Shield, for written and oral advocacy (2000 
and 2001). 

 

 


