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Getting the Most Out of This Study

Format: This study works well for individuals, small groups, or in a large group 
setting with a teacher. A teacher guide is available. The study includes 13 Bible 
Study Lessons and an Introductory Lesson that cover Psalms 73-150.

Each of the 13 lessons is subdivided into Lesson A and Lesson B. Due to the length 
of the lessons, you or your study group may decide to use these divisions to com-
plete each lesson over a two-week time period, or you may want to dig in and work 
through the entire lesson in one week. Either way, you can use the Homework Level 
Options on the following page to help guide your study time.

NASB – This version is referenced for all lessons in the study. For example, if a 
question refers to the third word of a verse, this is the translation that should be 
used to answer the question.
Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard Bible® (NASB),

Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation

Used by permission. www.Lockman.org

Features: Look for the following features that will help you dig deeper into the 
study.

        For Discussion: These questions are designed for use in small group 
        discussions. They encourage reflection and personal application of the study.

 For Further Study
These questions offer study suggestions to help you gain further understanding about 
specific topics or portions of scripture.

This symbol introduces a Bible verse, either from Psalms or from other portions of 
Scripture that relate to the teaching in Psalms.
       

                  

This coffee cup symbol in the margin introduces a quote from a leading Christian author, speaker, or Bible 

commentary.

Don’t skip these! Each quote offers additoinal insight into a topic that is covered on that page.

         5



Homework Level Options: Prayerfully prioritize 4-6 appoint-
ments with God to work on your homework each week. In other 
words, plan out times to do your Bible study and stick to them!  
Guard those times. Enjoy them and look forward to them. It will not 
work to hope each day that the time just opens up. 

Still, each week and season of life are different. Use the following 
Homework Level suggestions to guide your study time. Keep in mind 
that each week does not have to look the same. 

You will choose each week which level you are able to accomplish, 
with God’s help and for His glory.

Level 1
• Read and meditate on each of the assigned Psalms several times  
 throughout the week
• Fill out the lesson summary sheet, including marking your   
 Psalm text
• Prayer

Level 2
• All of level 1
• Go through and read all the bold print in the Psalm workbook
 lesson for that week

Level 3
• All of levels 1 and 2
• Choose some of the Psalms in the workbook 
• Complete the discussion questions for at least some of the Psalms

Level 4
• All of level 1
• Complete the entire workbook lesson except for the For Further 
Study questions

Level 5
• All of level 1
• Complete the entire workbook lesson 

This is really important: Do not miss class/study/small group simply 
because your homework is not done. Come and learn!

6      
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Lesson 16A: Psalms 80-82

Review the homework options on page 6 and choose which level you'll accomplish for 
this lesson.

Psalm 80

Ask God to help you understand and apply His perfect Word.  

This psalm was probably written from Jerusalem at the captivity of the 10 northern 

tribes in 722 B.C.

– John MacArthur

1. God is addressed or referred to in three different ways in verse 1. What are they?

a.  

b.  

c.   

 

2. Most of the names in verses 1-2 refer to the northern kingdom, Israel, which is in 

great danger. What four things does the psalmist, who was probably from the south-

ern kingdom of Judah, ask of God?

a.  

b.   

c.   

d.   

3. What can you apply in your prayer life from the example that this psalmist prayed 

specifically by name for those who needed help?

“O LORD God 
of hosts, restore us; 

cause Your face 
to shine upon us, 

and we will 
be saved.”

––
Psalm 80:19
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4. Write down the first four words of verse 3. The word “restore” means cause to 

return.  Can you think of a couple ways this prayer could be interpreted? Where did 

they need/want to return? What did they realize was their only hope?

5. Notice the name for God in verse 4. What does the psalmist want to know? Spe-

cifically, where is God’s anger directed?

6. Read through the description of the desperate situation facing the northern king-

dom. Who is responsible? Notice the use of “them” and “us.”  V. 5-6

7. Verse 6 shares the most painful aspect for the people. What was it?

8. It is time for us to find out a little more about what happened that caused God’s 

anger. Read 2 Kings 17:6-18 and summarize what you learn.

9. Psalm 23 starts out, “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.” It then goes on 

to describe the loving care given by the Shepherd.  In our current Psalm 80, it starts 

out by calling the LORD their Shepherd also. Why the difference in the way God 

treats His people?

The psalmist sees God 

as the source of this 

massive bitterness. 

His wrath has caused 

the pain.
––

D O N A L D  W I L L I A M S
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10.          For Discussion: What warning should we heed regarding how THE 

GREAT SHEPHERD responds to His sheep? Does God always love us? Will 

He always do what is best? Will there be discipline and consequences at 

times?

   

11. Verse 7 repeats the “chorus” of this song. Compare it carefully with verse 3 and 

notice the slight difference in the name used for God. Why might this change have 

been used?

12. The psalmist uses the metaphor of a vine starting in verse 8. Who is this vine that 

God removed from Egypt and planted in another land after driving out the nations 

who lived there? 

 For Further Study
13. Find out who else is called a vine in John 15:1-6.

14. This vine flourished, expanded, grew, and turned into a powerful nation. V. 9-11. 

However, because of persistent sin and rebellion, what happened? V. 12-13.

15. God is reminded of what He had done in the past and that the vine belonged to 

Him. V. 14-15  The psalmist switches from the metaphor of a vine to what in verse 

15c?

Of old they were 

the chosen Vine; 

today they are 

the withered Fig Tree; 

and in a coming age 

they will be the 

flourishing Olive Tree.
––

W .  G R A H A M  S C R O G G I E



L E S S O N  1 6          47

16. The vine has been burned and cut down. Verse 16 tells us again why this was 

happening. Explain.

The goal of God’s correction was to restore Israel to Himself.

– Moody Bible Commentary

17. The man of verse 17 probably is the king or even Israel as a son. It has some mes-

sianic overtones. If God will help, what do the people promise to do in return? V. 18

18. Verse 19 should be sounding familiar. Compare it with verses 3 and 7 and note 

the slight change in the name used for God. There is an increase in intensity.  Why is 

this?

19.          For Discussion: Is there evidence that God is becoming more and 

more important to you? Are you more desperate for Him than in the past?

20. Did God restore the northern kingdom back into their land?

     For Further Study
    21. Find out about the future of Israel in Romans 11:25-27.

Regardless of what happened at Samaria and of what may happen to Jerusalem,

the Lord will be true to David.  God’s kingdom will be established by the Davidic 

Messiah.

– Expositor’s Bible Commentary

The more we approach 

the Lord in prayer 

and contemplation, 

the higher will our ideas 

of Him become.
––

C H A R L E S  S P U R G E O N
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Psalm 81

Ask God to give you a “word from His Word” as you study today.   

The emphasis of this psalm is on hearing the Word of God.

– Warren Wiersbe

22. Imagine a loyal, enthusiastic, overjoyed crowd cheering as their team makes the 

winning goal of the Super Bowl. That is the intensity in Hebrew of the beginning 

verses of this psalm. However, this is no football team being praise and lauded. List 

the two descriptions for God and the instruments. V. 1-3

Descriptions of God     Instruments

23. Why all this singing and celebrating? Write down the last three words of verse 3.

  For Further Study
 24. Because of the seasonal references to the moons, most commentators   

 believe the feast mentioned here is the Feast of Booths, or Tabernacles. Do 

 some research on this particular Jewish feast.

 a. Leviticus 23:39-43

 b. Deuteronomy 16:13-15

25. Was celebrating this feast optional or required? V. 4-5a  (See also Deuteronomy 

16:16)

26. Go back to verse 1. Did the people seem to enjoy celebrating this feast?

“You called 
in trouble and 

I rescued you…
Oh that My 

people would listen 
to Me.”

––
Psalm 81:7,  13
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27. Why are the Israelites referred to as “Joseph” in verse 5?  (See also Psalm 80:1)

28. The last sentence of verse 5 is probably an introduction to the next section where 

God is speaking in verses 6-16. The psalmist is saying he did not understand or grasp 

the meaning of the message. ( John MacArthur) God begins to remind His people of 

His past care and deliverance. What time period is He referring to in verse 6?

29. The nation was in trouble, they called to God, He rescued. Learn about the 

events God mentions in verse 7.

a. Hiding place of thunder: Exodus 19:18-19

b. Meribah: Exodus 17:1-7

30. Many times the word “Selah” is used throughout the Psalms. It probably means 

to pause and meditate on what was being sung. Explain the importance of a “Selah” 

being placed at the end of verse 7.

31. Note the urgency in verse 8 and what God calls Israel in the first line. Can you 

hear God saying, “If you would just listen to Me!”?

32. We learn in verse 9 what God wants His people to hear. What clues does this give 

us as to their sin? See Exodus 20:3 which is part of the Ten Commandments.

The long, sad story of human history is of man’s endless quest to find something other 

than God to satisfy his deepest soul-longings.   

– ESV Devotional Psalter

The story of Israel

is only our own history

in another shape. 

God has heard us, 

delivered us,

 liberated us, 

and too often 

our unbelief makes 

the wretched return of 

mistrust, grumbling,

and rebellion.
––

C H A R L E S  S P U R G E O N
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33. Israel continually needed reminders of God’s faithfulness, power, love, and care. 

What does God call Himself in verse 10, and what event does He mention? Why did 

He often choose to remind His people of this particular event?

34.          For Discussion: Is it possible that you, too, need reminders of God’s 

past faithfulness and provision in your life? Share some ways to remember 

what He has done for you.

   

35. Explain the promise God makes at the end of verse 10.

36. God is the only one who can satisfy and will do so abundantly above all we could 

ever ask or think. This filling is directly connected to our obedience, our “listening” 

to Him. We read about God pleading for His people to listen in verse 8. Did they lis-

ten? V. 11  Notice now He is talking about them not to them. Why is this significant?

37. From reading other O.T. passages we know that God repeatedly warned His 

people and gave them many chances and lots of time to repent and obey. He was to-

tally clear in His instructions; there was no confusion as to what was right or wrong. 

What was God’s response to their refusal to obey? V. 12

There is no 

greater judgment than 

God’s silence 

and abandonment. 

Why should He speak 

when we refuse to hear?
––

T H E  P R E A C H E R ' S 

C O M M E N T A R Y
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38. On the surface, this may not seem like a terrible punishment. God basically let 

them do what they were determined to do. Explain why this is the worst thing that 

can happen to anyone.

39.          For Discussion: Do you have an experience you can share of when 

God “gave you over” to go your own way and you then suffered painful con-

sequences?

     For Further Study
     40. Learn more regarding God punishing people by allowing them to 

       go their own ways in Romans 1:21-32.

41. Can’t you just hear God’s heart in verse 13? Why is He so grieved? Why does 

God want us to obey?

42. The word “listen” is used three times in this short psalm in verses 8, 11, and 13. 

It means to diligently hear, comprehend, discern, heed, and obey what is being said. 

What is God saying to you about your life right now? What is the message personal-

ly in His word, “listen”? How does John 14:23 relate?

The grace of God 

is so great 

that He cannot abandon 

His people completely. 

He passionately 

calls them to listen to 

Him again.
––

E X P O S I T O R ' S 

B I B L E  C O M M E N T A R Y
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43. In verses 14-15 God promises victory over enemies if His people would obey 

Him. Do not think this promise does not relate to your life. When we wander from 

God and do not follow His perfect, protective ways, what are some “enemies” that 

will attack us?

44. God continues speaking in verse 16 and is personal, addressing His people once 

again. Explain in your own words the concept and message God wants us to know. 

Think about the phrase “honey from the rock.” What might that mean? (Hint: a rock 

is harsh, not a likely place to find food much less something sweet.) Don’t miss the 

last two words of this chapter!

On the negative side we are saved from sin, Satan, and death. On the positive side we 

are save for all of the goodness and blessing of God.

– The Preacher’s Commentary

   

Do you know what the picture is and how it relates to our chapter? See verse 3.

Sin strips people 

of their armor, 

and leaves them naked 

to their enemies. 

Our doubts and fears 

would long ago 

have been slain 

if we had been more 

faithful to our God.
––

C H A R L E S  S P U R G E O N
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Psalm 82

Ask God to give you a word from His Word as you study today.

THE JUDGE judges the unjust judges.

– W. Graham Scroggie

45. Let’s use our imaginations as we begin this psalm. Visualize God standing before 

the leaders and rulers on earth that He has put in charge and to whom He has dele-

gated authority. Read about this in verse 1. Let’s see why He has called them togeth-

er and what He has to say.

46. God begins speaking in verse 2 and we learn two things that the judges are doing 

wrong. List them.

a.   

b.      

47.          For Discussion: Even though you are not a judge over a group of 

people, are there times or situations where you show partiality to some peo-

ple? Do you treat some with more compassion or patience than others? Who 

do you struggle to love more than others?

48. We are given more details regarding the sin of the judges in verses 3-4. God is 

very concerned about the treatment of a number of groups of people. Write down 

the groups in these verses. What do you learn about God’s heart in these verses?

“Arise, O God, 
judge the earth! 

For it is You 
who possesses 

all the nations.”
––

Psalm 82:8

Privilege brings 

responsibility and 

responsibility brings 

accountability.
––

W A R R E N  W I E R S B E
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 For Further Study
49. Do you think the leaders, rulers, and judges knew how they were sup-

posed to treat their people? Do you think God had given clear instructions? 

Find out:

a.  Deuteronomy 1:17a

b. Deuteronomy 16:19

c. Leviticus 19:15

50. The first two lines of verse 5 describe the unjust judges. What is their condition? 

Does this mean that they really did not know what they were supposed to be doing?

51. When those who are supposed to establish and uphold justice and protect their 

people do the opposite, what is the result? The answer is in the last line of verse 5. 

52. God is still talking to the judges in verse 6. What does He call them in the first 

line? This is the Hebrew word elohim and means great, mighty. God had given them 

power and authority.

 For Further Study
53. Jesus quoted this phrase in John 10:34 to make a point about Himself 

and support the interpretation that human leaders are sometimes referred 

to as gods. Read about it.

Regardless of their 

position and authority 

they have a human fate 

awaiting them.
––

D O N A L D  W I L L I A M S
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54. God has another description for the judges and leaders in verse 6. What is it? 

This means that they were created by God to be His representatives on earth.

55. Do you see the name for God used in verse 6, and do you know what it is in 

Hebrew?

56. Even though these powerful judges held high positions, they were accountable to 

God. What will happen to them? V. 7

57. Verse 8 is a prayerful request by Asaph. Note carefully who he wants God to 

judge and why.

God will set up 

His kingdom and restore 

order and perfect justice 

to a sin-cursed world.
––

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R
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