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A Guide to the Guide: How to Use this Book
1151. That’s how many verses you’ll find in the 24 chapters of the Gospel of Luke. Depending
on the translation, that’s about 25,000 words.
That’s a lot to cover.
Fortunately, we’re not going to try to cover it all in one day, one week, or even one month. In
fact, those who have been studying the Bible their entire lives know there will always be
something new to learn from this book, as well as the other 65. Hebrews 4:12 tells us why: The
Word of God is living and active. In this life, we will never reach the complete depths of its
truths or soak up the full measure of its riches.
But we can try! We can make every effort to learn from the Bible all we can, constantly running
to its truth to guide our lives. Here we can find the nourishment our souls crave and the message
our ears need to hear more than any of the constant noise that surrounds us.
If you’re reading this guide, you likely know all this. It’s why you want to encourage others to
study the Bible. Your passion for the Word has led you to lead. Your desire is to share the
powerful teaching of the Bible so others will come to know the Good News, know the Lord, and
bring glory to His name.
What better place to start than one of the Gospels? Luke’s orderly account covers the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, “so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have
been taught” (Luke 1:4). This is the truth that sets us free, and no faithful study of this Word will
leave us empty-handed (Isaiah 55:11).
Are you excited to get started? I’m excited for you, for I know God will work in and through you
as you study His word and lead others to do the same.
Let’s begin by going over the function, format, and flexibility of this guide. A good
understanding of these three facets will help you get the most out of this book.

Function
This guide is designed to come alongside you in your teaching journey. In no way does it have
all the answers. In no way does it come close to including every insight you could possibly share
while completing a study of Luke. The aim of this guide is simply to provide a tool to further
equip you as you present the truth. Whether you’re teaching a small group of five or standing
before an auditorium of 500, this goal is the same.
To accomplish this, the Teacher Guide is designed as a companion book to the study, The Gospel
According to Luke: The Life, Death, & Resurrection of Jesus Christ by Barb Wilson. The word
“companion” is important to note. This guide isn’t the teacher’s version of the main study. It’s
not an answer key. As the teacher, you’ll need to complete the questions in the lessons, just as
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participants do. The material covered in those questions will guide much of your teaching and
discussion time. However, the notes included here are designed to provide additional insight that
is not directly covered by the questions in the main study book. This companion book will give
you, as the teacher, “bonus material” that you can share with study group members.

Format
This material is broken down by chapter sections. These align with the breakdown of sections in
the study. For example, the first is Luke 1:1-4. You’ll notice that the first page of the study
instructs the reader to “Read Luke 1:1-4.” The next section is Luke 1:5-17, which corresponds to
the study section that follows “Read Luke 1:5-17.”
For each section, you’ll find a summary of the text accompanied by information relevant to that
portion of Scripture. Use the summary to gain an overview of the material you’ll be covering in
that lesson, and use the rest of the material to supplement your teaching and discussion time.
These supplemental materials are provided in three forms:
Points of Interest: Under these headings you’ll find facts about the people, events, and terms
covered in the text. The intent is to provide historical context or further understanding of the
language and content covered in that section of Scripture.
Points to Ponder: These questions can be used as discussion prompts or to introduce the
material. They are designed to grab participants’ attention, engage them, and get them thinking
about the content and its application. Depending on the size of your group and the time allotted,
you can use these for interaction/discussion or as rhetorical questions.
Points of View: Visuals can be powerful teaching tools. The Points of View headings offer
suggestions for physical illustrations. You can use these to provide memorable visuals that will
help people grasp a concept or remember a verse. The instructions include suggestions for items
to use and how to present them. Not only can visuals achieve high impact, they can be fun, too!
Since each section varies greatly in content and length, not all feature every type of material.
Some sections may offer many facts but no visuals. Others may cover text that is more
conducive to discussion and reflection questions. The suggested supplements are designed to
align with what is found in Scripture. The mixture of materials will also add a nice variety to
your lesson formats.

Flexibility
As you move through your study and teaching of Luke, keep in mind that this is a guide. It was
intentionally named. It’s not an instruction manual that must be followed in order to get the
stereo to work properly. As a guide, it’s designed to – can you guess? Guide you. Guidelines are
designed to keep you on track and offer direction if you need it. With that in mind, feel free to
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use as much or as little of the supplemental content as you feel will prove helpful. You might not
(probably won’t) have time to cover every fact, and your setting might not be conducive for
certain discussion questions. That’s ok. Or, you may find that God inspires you to create your
own visual for a specific concept or text. That’s great!
Every group, every teacher, and every setting are slightly different. Again, this is designed as a
tool. Not everyone swings a hammer in the same way (or wields it in the same way for every
job). Use this tool in conjunction with the talents and gifts God has given you in a manner that
works with your group study.

Final Thoughts
You have the Bible. You have the study. You have this guide. Most importantly, you have the
Holy Spirit to guide you as you teach God’s Word. You, “Most Excellent” Teacher, have
everything you need to get started. Just one thing remains before you jump in. Let’s pray.
Father, I thank you for this teacher’s heart to share your Word with others. I thank you for the
opportunity you’ve given to instruct others in your powerful, life-giving truths. We ask now for
your blessing on this study. Guide this teacher. Provide wisdom, discernment, and peace. Prepare
the hearts and minds of those completing the study to hear and receive the message of your
Gospel. May your name be glorified through these efforts and throughout all eternity.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.
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Chapter 1
Luke 1:1-4
Summary
These initial verses provide an introduction to the Gospel of Luke. Luke explains why he writes
the book – “so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught” – and
addresses it to most “excellent Theophilus.”
Points of Interest
Authorship
Notice Luke does not mention himself by name. However, “church tradition for the Lukan
authorship of Luke-Acts is early and unanimous.” 1 There is also internal evidence in Luke and
Acts that points to his authorship.
Facts about Luke
References to Luke: Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-15, 21:1-18, 27:1-28:16; Col 4:14; 2 Tim 4:11;
Philemon 24; Acts 1:1-3
These references reveal:





Luke knew Paul (see references in Acts, 2 Tim, Philemon)
Luke was a physician (Col 4:14)
Luke also wrote Acts (Acts 1:1-3)
Luke is thought to be a Gentile – Luke is a Greek name; he used Greek expressions rather
than Hebrew; he wrote with a Gentile audience in mind; Paul’s reference to him in Col 4
doesn’t group him with the others whom he refers to as “from the circumcision.”
(Luke is the only Gentile to have written one of the books of the Bible.)

Most excellent
This title is also used in reference to governors Felix and Festus Acts 23:36; 24:3; 26:25 –
suggesting Theophilus was from the upper level of society.

Luke 1:5-17
Summary
John the Baptist’s birth is foretold to his soon-to-be father, Zacharias. Zacharias and his wife,
Elizabeth, were both advanced in years and had never been able to conceive. An angel appears to
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Zacharias as he is performing his priestly duties in the temple. The angel explains that John, in
the spirit and power of Elijah, will be the one to prepare the way for the Lord.
Point of Interest
Angels
This isn’t the only time angels will be mentioned in this book. Luke mentions angels 23 times.
Point to Ponder
How did people typically respond to angelic visits in the Bible?
Ask study members how they think they might respond to such a visit. Would they have been
struck mute, too? (verse 20)

Luke 1:18-25
Summary
Zacharias questions the angel, due to his age and the age of his wife. The angel, Gabriel, tells
Zacharias that he will be unable to speak until John is born, due to his doubt. Zacharias then
leaves the temple, mute, and signals to those waiting for him that he has seen a vision. He returns
home, and, as promised, Elizabeth becomes pregnant.
Point to Ponder
Zacharias could not speak when he left the temple, yet he had great news to share. Ask: What
signs do you think he used to communicate what happened?
Point of View
Might Zacharias have used signs similar to American Sign Language (ASL)? Teach the signs for
angel and baby.

Baby
Source: https://www.pinterest.com/hearmyhands/signlanguage-abs-letter-series

Source: https://www.lifeprint.com/asl101
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