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The new Sacramento Regional Fire Museum operated by 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society is finally be-

coming a reality, tentatively scheduled for the Grand 

Opening this August.  Please keep a watchful eye and 

hope to see you there!  

In addition to a museum, the new facility will serve as an 

event and learning center, available to rent for parties, 

graduations, seminars, weddings, etc. The Firefighters 

Burn Center will be using the learning center to conduct 

Public Education programs which will include school 

field trips. These functions will be the major contributors 

to fund the museum and for future growth.  

Two new additions to the museum will be the original 

alarm equipment that was located in the Sacramento 

Alarm Center.  The Gamewell system, utilized in the 

1920’s, used telegraph for receiving alarms from alarm 

boxes located throughout Sacramento.  Once the call was 

received and location determined, Alarm Operators 

would then, by a series of coded bell signals, retransmit 

the alarm to the stations.  The alarm equipment is being 

reconstructed in the museum and we hope to develop a 

replica of the old alarm center for our visitor’s enjoy-

ment.  

The other new addition is a 1914 American LaFrance fire 

engine from the Winters Fire Department.  This fire en-

gine was built, along with four others, to provide fire pro-

tection to the San Francisco Pan American Exhibit 

(World’s Fair).  It was purchased by the City of Winters 

as their first fire engine.  The Pan American Exhibit had 

its own fire department during its run, which included 

four engines and a ladder truck.  The ladder truck is cur-

rently in the San Jose Fire Museum. 

Currently the staff has moved in much of the motorized 

and hand drawn apparatus and are beginning to move in 

other items such as alarm boxes, hydrants and other 

equipment.  The more delicate artifacts are waiting for 

the museum windows to be covered with a protective 

film that will keep out damaging UV rays which are 

harmful to the displays.  We are working with Capitol 

City Signs on the window coverings which will include 

graphics of old fire photos. 

The Sacramento Regional Fire Museum is continuing to 

grow, collect new equipment, and create potential dis-

plays for all to enjoy. Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder 

Society hopes to build a museum for many to enjoy for 

many more years to come.  

Docents!  We need volunteers to serve as docents in the 

museum.  Docents will give tours and answer questions 

from the museum guests.  Rick Viegas is serving as our 

Docent Coordinator.  If you, and/or someone you know, 

would like to volunteer as a docent, please contact Rick 

at the Museum at (916) 859-4181. 

You can follow the development of the museum on Face-

book at: Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum Update 
By: Ric Dorris, PMH&LS Executive Secretary 

Museum Building Tour  
By: Forrest Adams, PMH&LS Chairman, SFD Retired 

 

On June 6th, 7th, and 8th, we opened  the museum building in West Sacramento for tours. Some of our apparatus is 

on display but there will be more to come. We don’t have a lot of the artifacts in just yet because we are waiting to 

get window coverings installed for security and UV protection. I wanted to open the museum so people could see 

what we are doing to get the museum up and running. The attendance was ok the first day, better the second and even 

better the third. There will be a soft opening in the near future and a grand opening sometime in August.   

See pictures of this event on  page 4 & 5 
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organized in 1910 and placed in their firehouse tower. The 

Oak Park neighborhood was annexed by Sacramento in 

1911. The firehouse with its tower is still there at 34th 

Street and 4th Avenue. The tower was also used as a drill 

platform (at the rear) and a hose drying tower. 

This bell is now mounted under a cupola in front of the 

Exempt Fireman’s Plot at the Old Historic City Cemetery 

at 10th and Broadway. This overgrown plot was discovered 

and restored by cemetery volunteer Engineer George 

King, SFD (Ret.)  The bell is rung annually at the Fire-

fighter Memorial Program for every firefighter in the State 

of California who died in the line of duty in the previous 

year. The first program was held on October 13, 1990. For 

his dedication and hard work, George and his wife have 

been laid to rest in the Exempt Fireman’s Plot.  

Very little is 

known about 

the third bell 

with the excep-

tion that it was 

given to the 

fire department 

by the Califor-

n i a  S t e a m 

N a v i g a t i o n 

Company.  The 

bell had been 

removed from the steamship URILDA and presented to 

the fire department in June 1854 and given to Alert Hook 

and Ladder Company #2 on 8th Street between J and K 

Streets.  The current location of this bell is unknown. 

Source: 1978 SFD yearbook. Edited and updated. 

  

Prior to the installation of the fire whistles, the ringing 

of the bells shattered the silence of the night bringing the 

volunteers racing from their beds to battle their arch en-

emy-fire. 

Company rivalry eventually led to the purchase of the 

first bell in 1857.  The Young America Engine Co. #6 

and Eureka Engine Co. #4 rivalry was especially in-

tense. Eureka would invariably beat their competitors to 

most of the fires.  On one occasion Eureka had already 

extinguished the flames and were returning to their fire-

house when Young America arrived on scene.   

A short time after that inci-

dent, one of the members of 

Young America ordered a 

bell from New York City.  

Upon arrival 10 months later 

the laborious task of installa-

tion began all the while keep-

ing its existence secret from 

the rival companies.  The bell 

atop Young America was 

rung much to the delight of 

the members and citizens for 

the first time bringing in the 

New Year of 1858.  The ring-

ing of their bell announced 

the arrival of the Pony Express to Sacramento in 1860. 

On May 16th that same year, the bell helped to spread 

the news of Abraham Lincoln’s rise to the Presidency.  

On April 14th, five years later the muted tolling bore a 

sad message, his assignation. In May of 1869 the com-

pletion of the Transcontinental Railroad linking the east 

and the west was joyfully received and passed on with 

deafening jubilancy.  In all, the bell has spread the word 

for three fourths of a century before the Young America 

firehouse was vacated. The Young America bell now 

resides behind Station #8 mounted under its cupola. 

The second of three bells was acquired by Sacramento 

in 1864.  The bell measures 4 feet across the bottom and 

three and a half feet high.  Cast by Naylor, Vickers and 

Company of Sheffield, England. It is constructed from 

steel and was equipped with an electric striker.  This bell 

hung in the bell tower of Chemical Engine Co. #1 on 5th 

Street between J and K Streets.  The bell was removed 

from Chemical #1 in 1905 and placed into storage. Later 

it was loaned to the Oak Park Volunteers when they re-

Three Sacramento Fire Bells 
Submitted by: Forrest Adams, PMH&LS Chairman & SFD Retired 

 

Thank You John & Anita Lack! 

Thank you John and Anita Lack for your $10,000.00 

donation to the PMH&LS Capital Campaign Fund.  

Because they are now fully pledged to the Capital 

Campaign Fund,  their names will be placed on the 

Pioneer Mutual Perpetual Foundation located in the 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum.  

PMH&LS Board 



 

 

 Lloyd Ogan 

 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA. 95816 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: pmhandls@att.net 

Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org 

 

2018—2019 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

Restoration Supervisor    

         Gil Aymeric 
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*    Dave Dolson *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    John Dorris *    Dennis Powell 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathon Williams 

*    Doug Lent *    Rick Viegas  

Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may 
be tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

 

Members-at-Large 

Docent Manager 
Rick Viegas 

Public Information Officer 
Chris Harvey 
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CURTIS BANKS, Inspector, Sacramento Metro Fire 

Dept. (retired) 

REMY BARILA, Service Worker, Sacramento Fire Dept. 

(retired) 

BOB CHASE, Asst. Chief, Sacramento Metro Fire Dept. 

(retired) 

JOHN DORRIS, Firefighter, West Sacramento Fire Dept. 

DANA HUNT, Captain, Sacramento Fire Dept. (retired) 

MIKE KEEHN, Inspector, Sacramento Metro Fire Dept. 

(retired) 

BILL SHELDON, Mechanic, Sears Roebuck (retired) 

DOUG TOMKA, Senior Architect, State of  California 

(retired) 

In Memoriam:   JERRY STOUT and ED SCHULTZ 

Special thanks to RIC DORRIS, Chief, Dixon Fire Dept. 

(retired).  In addition to working with the Restoration 

Shop crew for many years, he has been instrumental in all 

phases of the new museum acquisition, from locating the 

site, negotiating the lease, supervising tenant improve-

ments and following up on endless details.   

 

Gil Aymeric, Restoration Shop Superintendent, Inspec-

tor, San Francisco Fire Dept. (retired) 

Pioneer Mutual News 

Our new museum, officially “The Sacramento Regional 

Fire Museum” is almost ready to open to the public at 

3650 Industrial Blvd., #160, West Sacramento.  (916) 

859-4181. 

The Restoration Shop crew has again sprung into action 

moving fire rigs from our temporary warehouse on 

Broadway, as well as moving many items from our Sac-

ramento Metro Station 21 museum to our new location, 

with the added help of off duty Sacramento fire fighters 

and Pioneer board members.  

The new site is a wonder to behold…a bright and shiny 

updated building, with the addition of large rollup doors 

for equipment to enter and exit, upgraded disability modi-

fications, many large windows to allow sunlight to enter 

the building, with sun-protective coverings with fire 

themed graphics. 

In front of the building is a directory monument to allow 

passing traffic to see who we are.  The Restoration Shop 

crew will continue with restoration projects and aid in 

maintaining exhibits in the new facility, with the support 

of Pioneer members and friends.   Thank you to everyone 

who has given their time and effort to make this project 

successful. 

We’d like to introduce you to the hard working restora-

tion guys… 

Restoration Supervisor 
Gil Aymeric  

 

First, and most importantly, a big thank you is in order. 

As most of you probably know the Exempt Fireman’s 

Plot at the Old Historic City Cemetery was recently van-

dalized. There was quite a bit of damage done. Pioneer 

Mutual was contacted by Capitan Dave Lauchner of the 

SFD suggesting we do a fund-raising campaign to repair 

the plot and offered to help us with it. He in turn put me 

in touch with one of the members of his crew at Station 

Six, Spencer Sinnett. Thanks to Spencer, Pioneer Mutual 

now has a Venmo account. Since I knew nothing about 

Venmo, Spencer explained how it works and how to set it 

up. He also started a GoFundMe account for those people 

who don’t use Venmo. I am extremely thankful to 

Spencer for all his help in this endeavor. 

On behalf of Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society, I 

would like to thank each and every one of you who have 

so generously given to this project. The response was 

unbelievable. We were all truly amazed at the outpouring 

of help. As of the day I am writing this, May 29th, you 

have donated $6,766.00 through Venmo and GoFundMe. 

Thank you so much. 

Now that we are in the 21st century, we should be able to 

streamline our membership process and dues payments. 

Hopefully, all that will come when our new website is up 

and running, which we are working on. We are continu-

ing to make progress toward getting the museum open 

and we are expecting that to happen soon. It has taken a 

tremendous amount of work and the work is ongoing, not 

to mention a lot of money. Look for announcements and 

updates on future events and dates soon. 

Thank you again to all of you for your continuing support 

of Pioneer Mutual with our goal of opening a permanent 

fire museum for the Sacramento area. We are almost 

there. 

Craig Barmby 
Treasurer’s Report 
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Thank you  

Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor 

For Pioneer Mutual News 

  

 

 

 

Forrest Adams, SFD (Ret.)  
Chairman of Pioneer Mutual  

Hook & Ladder Society              

 

Future Museum Events  

1. Sacramento Fire Chief, retired, Bill Pow-

ell’s Celebration of Life, date to be deter-

mined.  See obituary at: https://

www.sacbee.com/news/local/obituaries/

article231547868.html 

2 Firefighter’s Burn Institute Juvenile Fire    

Setter Academy in late August 

3 Firefighter’s Chili Cook-Off (tentative) 

4 Local Agency Formation Commission, in 

October 

 

This article is in regards to the response to the van-

dalism of the Exempt Fireman’s Plot in May.   

You People are the BEST! 

I am overwhelmed at the response of the donations 

to restore the headstones at the Exempt Fireman’s 

Plot. I only asked for a $5 or $10 donation thinking 

that Pioneer would cover the remaining costs. Fire 

Administration gave a huge chunk of money as well 

as the EMS division, Local 522 and the Fire Sta-

tions. There were also many individual donations. 

The Old Historic City Cemetery received donations 

also, they shared a letter with me from a woman on 

a fixed income that apologized for only being able 

to give $50. She felt very sorry that our plot was 

vandalized. I sent her a thank you letter and plan to 

bring her to the Memorial in October.  

The good news is that the Sacramento Police ar-

rested the man who did it, he has mental issues and 

is homeless. The vandalism charge would only get 

him a week in jail. Well, he also stole a car that will 

keep him behind bars for a while.  

Again, you are the best! 
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Earlier this year I had an opportunity to visit the FFCU 

headquarters in Los Angeles as a guest observer of 

their annual board meeting. In the interest of full dis-

closure, several months ago I was invited to become an 

advocate for the credit union. It’s a voluntary, unpaid 

position the purpose of which is to be aware of the 

wants and needs of fellow credit union members and to 

pass that information on to the staff at the CU who can 

address any concerns that members might have. It’s 

kind of a middle man position, as advocates (there are 

several throughout the state) might hear of situations 

that aren’t necessarily heard at the local CU branch or 

headquarters level. 

I came away from my visit with a renewed apprecia-

tion for the “culture” of Firefighters First. The board 

members, all of them, are current or former fire per-

sonnel. So this really is a firefighters business. It was 

openly stated at the annual meeting that their goal was 

to give the best possible service to members based on 

their many years in the business.  We were given a tour 

of the building (which they have already outgrown) 

and introduced us to many of the staff. 

One department that was impressive was the call cen-

ter. That morning it was staffed with 17 people. A 

large display monitor mounted on the wall showed the 

morning’s activity. By approximately 10:30 they had 

answered 140 calls with an average wait time of only 5 

seconds. Average talk time was a little over 3 minutes, 

and….. in a pinch you can reach someone 24/7 if 

needed. 

You know those email surveys you sometimes get after 

an interaction with the CU? They take a close look at 

them. On a scale of 1-10, they accept nines and tens as 

good service. If you indicate anything less, someone 

will contact you to see how their service can be ap-

proved. They have one of the highest approval ratings 

of all credit unions across the country. 

FFCU was started in LA and now has a regional 

branch in Arizona. Because members can join and con-

duct business via computer, they also have members in 

every state and assets well over a billion dollars. 

If it seems as though I’m high on FFCU, it’s because I 

am. I was singing their praises long before I was en-

couraged to become an official advocate. I’m an advo-

cate because I’m high on the credit union. I’m not high 

on the credit union because I’m an advocate. 

My Visit to Firefighters First Credit Union Headquarters 
By: Doug Lent, Member at Large 

My wife, Dixie, and I recently completed our living 

family trust with FFCU trust services. It’s not a fun 

thing to think about, but we wanted to get it out of the 

way. None of our kids or siblings wanted to be saddled 

with the task of dealing with a will or trust. The credit 

union gave us the guidelines to set it up with the help of 

a local attorney, and now all of the paperwork will be 

handled by Firefighters First… the kids won’t have to 

deal with it. 

If you’re already a member, I’m preaching to the choir. 

If you’re not a member you might consider joining. It’s 

all about firefighters helping firefighters. 

 

The Gold Rush Fire Brigade Brass Band 

provided music during the Museum Tour. 
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Forrest Adams with the Pioneer Perpetual Foundation.  
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Red Shirts at the Sesquicentennial 
Community Celebration 

By: Doug Lent 

Recently several PMH&L Red Shirts attended the Ses-

quicentennial (say that three times fast) Community Day 

in Old Sac. It was part of a weeklong series of events 

celebrating the 150th anniversary of completion of the 

transcontinental railroad AKA the Golden Spike in Utah. 

Our Red Shirts joined forces with members of the Gold 

Rush Fire Brigade and the Gold Rush Fire Brigade Brass 

Band. All in all there were four horse drawn wagon loads 

of Red Shirts and guests. The wagons consisted of a lad-

der truck, a hose wagon, a band wagon (complete with 

performing band members) and a steamer from Wood-

land…. all horse drawn. 

Of special note is the steamer from Woodland. It is a rare 

find, delivered to the Woodland Fire department in 1876 

which makes it one of the oldest steamers still in exis-

tence. The steamer is actually in working order but no 

longer fires the boiler or pumps, as the necessary permits/

certificates can’t be had due to the age of the apparatus. It 

does, however, strike a chord with all who see it, and the 

crowd gets fired up even in the steamer doesn’t. 

There was a parade of sorts which consisted primarily of 

the Red Shirts and the four horse drawn wagons. Watch-

ing the parade were many people, some of them in period 

dress, and lots of children, some of whom were also in 

period dress. The parade started and ended on Front 

Street where a short ceremony was held, in part, to honor 

all of the people who sacrificed to build the railroad in 

the 1800’s. The workers were primarily Chinese who 

came to America specifically to work on the railroad. 

Without their labor, the railroads would never have got-

ten completed. 

The highlight of the day happened when we took all four 

wagons from Old Sac down to the Capitol via Capitol 

Mall. There were many double takes as folks saw four 

horse drawn wagons proceeding down the street as the 

band played away. Traffic laws (well most of them) were 

obeyed, but we did run an occasional yellow light… the 

horses just wanted to get on down the road. 

 

Les Nason, retired 

SFD Engineer   

and Dennis Pow-

ell, retired SFD 

Battalion  Chief 
 

 

Ric Dorris with the 

youngest visitor to 

the museum 

Gil Aymeric 

with members 

of the Gold 

Rush Fire Bri-

gade Brass 

Band and  

demonstrating 

fire equipment 

to a future 

firefighter. 
 

Museum Building Tour  
 

See the Pioneer Mutual News in color by    

going to: sacramentofiremuseum.org  

Scroll down on the 1st page  

and click on an issue to view.  

Gold Rush Fire Brigade Brass Band 

(Continued  

from page 1) 


