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There is an easy way to donate 

to Pioneer Mutual Hook & Lad-

der Society with no cost to you.   

If you shop at Amazon you can 

help Pioneer Mutual by shop-

ping with Amazon Smile. A 

small percentage of every order 

can go to Pioneer if you sign 

into smile.amazon.com before 

placing your order.   You MUST 

sign into this first rather than the 

regular way for this to work. It 

costs you nothing! When asked 

which charity you want the 

funds to go to just type in Pio-

neer Mutual Hook & Ladder So-

ciety… we’re already set up to 

receive the funds. Thank You! 

http://smile.amazon.com/


 

   Summer/Fall 2018 

Pioneer Mutual News 

1 

At the beginning of World War II, San Francisco 

organized the Civil Defense Auxiliary to protect the 

community from any fires or possible enemy air at-

tacks.  Additional equipment was bought to augment 

the regular Fire Department’s resources.  The CDA 

was formed by recruiting volunteer civilians as Air 

Raid Block Wardens and Block Captains.  They 

worked out of their own homes.  

The Block 1621 Captain built an emergency mobile 

unit to Civil Defense guidelines, using Flexible 

Flyer wheels and a wood frame.  It was painted red, 

and was equipped with a garden hose, buckets of dry 

sand, rope, pump can fire extinguisher, crowbars, 

hammers, screwdrivers, monkey wrenches, stirrup 

pump, first aid kit and hatchets.  In some cases other 

Captains added a six-foot step ladder, Civil Defense 

helmets, armbands and anything else they could 

think of. 

After WWII, the cart was covered and stored in the 

World War II Emergency Mobile Unit 
By: Gil Aymeric, Restoration Supervisor  

Block Warden’s garage.  Eventually, it was bought 

from the warden’s widow by a fire buff by the name 

of Gil Aymeric.  It remained in my personal collec-

tion for ten years, and was eventually donated to 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society.   

After another fifteen years in storage, the PMH&L 

Restoration Crew took on the rehabilitation project 

when news of a new museum space made it the cen-

Left to right: Bob Chase, Curtis Banks, 

Dana Hunt, Doug Tomka 

WWII Emergency Mobile Cart continued on page 2 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Craig Barmby 
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As in past fall newsletter articles I have often men-

tioned that during the summer there is not a whole 

lot of activity involved with the treasurer’s job. 

Collecting the annual pay dues checks and paying a 

few bills is about it. As of the first part of August, 

there were still quite a few members who hadn’t 

renewed their memberships yet. Second notices 

should be out by now so if you haven’t sent in your 

dues, please do so as memberships are our major 

source of funding. 

There is one thing concerning our finances that I 

would like to tell you about. A couple of years ago I 

talked about moving some of our assets from the 

bank to Firefighters First Credit Union. This rela-

tionship has worked out very well and I am transi-

tioning over to using Firefighters First for all our 

banking needs. Because they only have one office 

in the Sacramento area, and it is a considerable dis-

tance from where I live, I was somewhat reluctant 

to change over our checking account. However the 

good people at Firefighters First have shown me 

how easily I can use their services without always 

having to come into the office.  

We still have two CDs at the bank but when they 

mature I will be moving everything to Firefighters 

First. If anyone would like to know more about this 

move you can contact me at cfbarmby@gmail.com. 

ter of attention again, and cleanup and preservation 

was started.  The only major damage was to the 

Flexible Flyer wheels that had deteriorated and 

needed replacing.  With the donation of a set of 

wheels from Industrial Caster and Wheel of Sacra-

mento, and utilizing existing hardware, the cart has 

taken on a new life and will be showcased in our 

new building.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Unit article continued from page one 

 Written on the back 

of this photograph:  

Carson Hart killed 

in this fire, Septem-

ber 11, 1950.  Car-

son Hart was a City 

of Sacramento Fire 

Fighter and his 

name is engraved 

on the California 

Firefighter Memo-

rial Wall  

located in Capitol 

Park, Sacramento, 

California. 

(A) & (B) Historical  Photographs of 

the Tuesday Club Fire, September 

11, 1950,  in Sacramento.   

(PMH&LS’ Collection)    

(B) (A) 
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 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA. 95816 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: pmhandls@att.net 

Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org 

 

2017—2018 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

 Restoration Supervisor   

   Gil Aymeric 
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*    Ed Basurto *    Dennis Powell 

*    Dave Dolson *    Doug Lent 

*    John Dorris *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathan Williams  

Mark your calendar for next year:  

Tentative Date:  

Friday, February 8, 2019   

at the Scottish Rite Center 

Carlson & H Street 

Sacramento, CA 

Please consider including Pioneer 
Mutual in your trust or will. There 
may be tax advantages in doing so, 

and it would be a great way to perpetuate Pio-
neer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

Members-at-Large 
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during this long period, and he describes in detail 

some great calls, and some terrible and difficult 

calls. Of particular interest are his first-hand ac-

counts of the famous SFD strike of 1970, the plane 

crash from Executive Airport into Farrell's Ice 

Cream Parlor, and multiple stories about fires in the 

Old West End (what Old Sac used to be called 

when it was still a slum). "Cat" Juarros spent his 

first 8 years on the job as a fireman at Old Station 

2, and fought many, many downtown fires. 

Copies of the book can be found online for around 

10 dollars. But if possible, I urge you to contact 

Chief Juarros himself and get a copy from him per-

sonally. He is still with us and sharp as a tack, and 

loves to tell stories about the old days. He will sell 

you a copy from his private stash. 

Finally, this is my last email as Public Information 

Officer before going back to the line, and I just 

wanted to say a big "Thank you" to all for your 

support and help for the last three years. From send-

ing me photos and videos and helmet camera foot-

age, to letting me bring reporters into your fire-

houses, to telling me when you were going training 

or giving me a heads-up about good stories, I could 

not have done this job without all of your support. 

You put up with cameras constantly being pointed 

in your faces and my endless questions, and for that 

I am grateful. It has truly been my privilege to tell 

the stories of all of you, the hard-working men and 

women of the Sacramento Fire Department. 

Pioneer Mutual News 

Colleagues- 

Many of our employees are not aware that in addi-

tion to "Memories of the Fire Service" by Captain 

Harvey Heiser, there is another great book on the 

history of the Sacramento Fire Department: 

"Balance of Assignment", written by Battalion 

Chief Leon Juarros, Jr. Chief Juarros was hired 

with Sacramento Fire in 1954, served for 38 years, 

and retired as Battalion 2 in 1992.  

Chief Juarros got the nickname "Cat" for a number 

of close calls he had through his career, and the 

number of his "Nine Lives" that his coworkers 

said he used up in these close calls. His book is 

filled with great anecdotes and stories about SFD 

Balance of Assignment by Leon Juarros, Jr. 
Article by: Chris Harvey 

Firefighter/Paramedic — Sacramento Fire Department 

 News and Future Events                                                                          

FYI: Gold Rush Days is cancelled this year. It will be 

held the following year to coincide with the 150 year 

celebration of the completion of the Trans Continental 

Railroad and is scheduled to take place                      

Memorial Day Weekend, 2019 

The 16th Annual Northern California                  

Fire Equipment and Memorabilia Swap Meet                         

Sunday, September 16, 2018   8:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 

Sacramento Metro Fire Station 21 Drill Grounds    

7641 Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights, CA 
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Please go to:  

sacramentofiremuseum.org  

to see Pioneer Mutual News  

in color 

Thank you  

Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor 

For Pioneer Mutual News 
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Forrest Adams,  
Chairman PMH&LS 
Fire Museum Update 

Pioneer Mutual News 

A few months ago, we signed a lease 

agreement for a warehouse building in 

West Sacramento that will eventually 

become YOUR Sacramento Regional 

Fire Museum. Currently the majority 

of our rolling stock is stored in an old 

warehouse down on Broadway and 5th.  

The building is an old Setzer ware-

house that is due to be torn down to 

build more condominiums as part of 

the “Mill”.  

Board member, Ric Dorris, has been 

working with the property manager, 

the building department and the fire 

department to get the ADA bathrooms, 

roll up door, improvements, etc.  Bids 

are out now. Ric is the perfect person 

for this project as he was the Fire Mar-

shal of West Sacramento.  

No definite timeline on when we get 

the building. Once we do, we plan to 

have a soft opening for members and 

eventually have a grand opening for 

the public. 

At left, Chief Terry Mulligan is fore-

front in this parade and also shown in 

this portrait.  Chief Mulligan served 

the City of Sacramento Fire Depart-

ment for a total of 44 years. Accord-

ing to the 1978 City of Sacramento 

yearbook, Terry Mulligan began his 

carrier in 1912  and retired in 1956. 

He served as chief of the department 

for 15 years and is responsible for 

maintaining manpower and further 

updating mobile forces during the dif-

ficult years of World War II.  
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Noise Induced Hearing Loss  
By Julia Ahlquist Tanner, AuD 

 Foreward  

By Doug Lent—Member at Large 

I met Dr. Tanner, Julia, years ago when it became 

obvious that I had a moderate hearing loss. The 

cause? Well it was due at least in part to my years 

on the fire department. We old timers had little or 

no noise protection in the early days, and many 

firefighters have suffered hearing loss due to loud 

noises. Years ago the powers that be told us that 

short term exposure to loud noises wouldn’t dam-

age our hearing. That, of course, proved to be false. 

So I asked Julie to write an article about Noise In-

duced hearing Loss or NIHL. Please see my notes 

at the end of this article for more information about 

Dr. Tanner. Her article follows: 

Thanks for the opportu-

nity to address this very 

important issue. Fire-

fighters are continuously 

exposed to loud noises on 

the job, sirens, air horns, 

rescue saws to name a 

few. There are also out-

side noises such as mo-

torcycles, lawn mowers, 

loud movies, road noise and many other sources. 

Some or all of these exposures may be brief, but the 

combination of repeated exposure and the intensity 

of the sound may cause irreversible damage to the 

ear. 

When you are exposed to loud noise over a long 

period of time, you may slowly start to lose your 

hearing. This type of loss is called noise induced 

hearing loss, NIHL. One in ten Americans have this 

type of hearing loss. Because the damage form 

noise exposure is usually gradual, you might not 

notice it, or you might ignore the signs until they 

become more pronounced. Over time, sounds may 

become distorted or muffled, and you may have 

trouble understanding other people when they talk. 

You may also find yourself turning up the volume 

of the TV. Because the loss is gradual and may be 

limited to certain frequencies or pitches, it may start 

to affect the people around you. Do you notice that your 

spouse or SO is having to repeat themselves a lot? Are 

you having to work very hard to hear when there is 

background noise? You may be concerned that you are 

losing your memory when in fact you may just have a 

high frequency hearing loss. Your auditory memory 

(remembering what you have heard) is affected by even 

a mild hearing loss. 

This kind of hearing loss can be immediate and perma-

nent. Loud noise exposure can also cause tinnitus… a 

ringing, buzzing or roaring in the ears or head. Tinnitus 

may subside over time but can sometimes continue oc-

casionally or constantly throughout a person’s life. 

Hearing loss and tinnitus can occur in one or both ears. 

Most people who experience this specific type of NIHL 

complain about a sensitivity to loud noise. Sounds that 

are perceived as loud to others may be uncomfortably 

loud to you and cause discomfort. 

If you suspect hearing loss, consult an audiologist who 

is skilled in treating hearing loss and also has the special 

training and skills to understand and treat NIHL. NIHL, 

which is very common in firefighters, cannot be treated 

like other hearing losses, a loss due to age for example. 

A Doctor of Audiology understand the differences in 

treating hearing loss due to the ageing process versus 

hearing loss due to noise exposure. Please seek help 

from an AuD rather than a hearing instrument specialist 

who may not have the training, background or experi-

ence to diagnose and treat NIHL. Julia Tanner. 

Notes by Doug: 

Julia started her business, The Hearing Solution, in 2001 

to address some of the limitations in the wider field of 

audiology. She wanted to go beyond basic screening and 

not just push patients into making a hurried hearing aid 

selection. She has many firefighters as patients, and for 

good reason. She goes the extra mile to advocate for our 

needs. If your hearing loss is work related you may have 

a workers comp claim; it’s worth checking out. 

Her office is located at 650 University Ave., suite 108. 

www.thehearingsolution.com 916-646-2471. 

You can email Julia with your questions at 

julia@thehearingsolution.com 

http://www.thehearingsolution.com
mailto:julia@thehearingsolution.com

