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First of all… the crab feed. Wow. Thanks to the efforts of 

many volunteers, the 27th annual crab feed was a huge 

success. Thank you ALL! The financials may not be 

available when this goes to the printer, but we think we 

made some money for Pioneer Mutual, and the funds will 

go a long way toward funding a permanent museum in the 

greater Sacramento area. Hundreds of person hours go 

into presenting what we think is “the Best” fundraising 

crab feed in town. 

There were lots of positive comments from folks who at-

tended the crab feed. Probably what we heard the most 

was “this is the best crab ever”. We’ve always had good 

crab, but this year it was over the top. 

There were also many comments about the band this year. 

Sly Fox headed by Bruce Bolin was a hit in all respects. 

They played a good mix of music and adjusted their vol-

ume to the needs of the crowd. 

If you have any comments about the crab feed… good, 

bad, compliments, complaints, you have an extra bottle of 

scotch you want to get rid of (single malt please), please 

direct them to me: douglent@yahoo.com, and I’ll see that 

they get addressed. While we know we can’t be all things 

to all people, we promise to do our best to make and keep 

everyone happy. Tentative date for next year is Friday 

Buncha Stuff      By Doug Lent—Member at Large 

 

 

 

February 7, 2019. 

Other stuff: We’re in the process of collecting email ad-

dresses for Pioneer Mutual members and friends. We 

have many, but certainly not all, addresses, and we’d like 

to be able to get our information out to the membership in 

a timely manner. 

Pioneer now has T-shirts for sale. You might have seen 

them at the crab feed. High quality and inexpensive. 

What more could you ask for? 

More other stuff: Seems as though I’ve been 

“volunteered” to help with the Retirees Newsletter AKA 

the 10-7 group. Well folks I’ve been retired for twenty 

years now and have lost contact with many of my fellow 

retirees. Also, sadly, many retirees have passed on leav-

ing big voids in the ranks of former firefighters. If you 

have news about a retiree(s) that you’d like to have pub-

lished in the newsletter, please get that info to me at the 

above mentioned email address. Or tell us what you’re up 

to… notes about your retired life, travels, travails, fun 

stuff… whatever it is that’s kept your interest in retire-

ment. Thanks for your indulgence… see you down the 

pike. 
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Fred Berringer, Conrad Frausto, Jim 

Luttrell, Clay Bassett, Dexter Ching, 

John Morales and Lance Nishimura 

Not Pictured: Craig Braswell 

The Kitchen Crew for Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society’s Crab Feed  

mailto:douglent@yahoo.com
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Restoration Supervisor 
Gil Aymeric 

From the Restoration Shop 

We’re happy to welcome the latest new member to the 

restoration crew – Curtis Banks.  He is recently retired 

from Sacramento Metro after 15 years as an inspector.  

He’s already “officially”  joined the gang wearing his 

brand new Red Shirt at the Citrus Heights Fire Safety 

Day.  Glad to have you on board, Curtis. 

 

THE SAGA OF 603… 

 

Sacramento Fire’s 1940 Peter Pirsch aerial ladder truck, 

nicknamed “603” for its shop number, was Sacra-

mento’s first all-metal aerial ladder, replacing the 

Ahrens Fox/Seagrave wooden ladder (which remained 

in reserve status until the end of WWII). 603 was the 

new kid on the block and served the Sacramento down-

town area for many years. 

 

But alas, 603 was eventually retired, became surplus 

equipment and went to auction; then entered a young 

Henry Ogg (a member of the Sacramento Fire Buff 

Club) who pursued the rig, won the auction bid and pur-

chased the truck.  Henry was now the proud owner of  a 

piece of Sacramento’s fire history.  He took it to pa-

rades, civic events and fire musters in the region.  After 

some years, Henry grew weary of supporting the mighty 

behemoth and donated it to the Fire Buff Club, where it 

was housed in North Highlands. 

 

Soon the Fire Buffs grew weary of trying to maintain 

and feed the beast because it’s youthful appeal was de-

clining.  The Buffs then sold it to Pioneer Mutual Hook 

and Ladder Society.  It was moved to the Pioneer shop 

where a new brake job and tune up were performed.  

Many Pioneer members remember working on the mag-

nificent truck. 

 

A year or so later 603 was moved (under its own power) 

to a non-used fire station until the station was put back 

in service, which meant that 603 had to go.  It was 

hauled off on a large flatbed truck and kept at Sac 

Metro’s maintenance facility.  It became an unwelcome 

guest in the fields at the facility and it had to go.  It gin-

gerly made its way to the Sac Fire training facility where 

it patiently awaits its unclear next assignment. 

 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Craig Barmby 

 

 

First of all I would like to thank everyone who attended 

our 27th annual crab feed that was held on February 9th. 

This was our second year at Scottish Rite and the second 

year for Friday night. It doesn’t seem to matter to most 

people that we had to change to Friday and it looks like 

we will be continuing to hold the crab feed on Fridays 

for some time to come. We are on the waiting list to get 

a Saturday but it seems nobody is giving up their Satur-

day. Those days are booked year after year.  

 

This year we had a few more people attend than last 

year. Crab prices were a little higher this year but most 

of our other expenses remained about the same so with a 

few more tickets sold we should net about the same as 

last year, around $15,000. Final figures aren’t in yet so 

that’s an estimate. Thank you to all the volunteers who 

helped again this year to put on another great crab feed. 

 

I would also like to invite all of our members to the an-

nual General Membership Meeting to be held on Satur-

day, April 21st. There will be some changes coming to 

Pioneer Mutual this year and this meeting will be a good 

opportunity to hear about what’s going on so please plan 

to attend. 

 

 

 

Sacramento Regional  

Fire Museum 
By: Forrest D. Adams  

Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society Chairman 

We are getting close! 

I expect to be signing a lease for a 13,800-foot ware-

house in West Sacramento soon. We have a lot of work 

ahead of us moving apparatus and equipment and ar-

chives. We’ll be reaching out to the membership for 

help in setting up our long-awaited museum. Many 

thanks to Board Members, Ric Dorris and Ed Basurto 

for doing the leg work and researching all our options. 

West Sac was selected due to the rising warehouse rent 

in Sacramento County because of the marijuana grow 

houses. Yolo County has restrictions about them in cit-

ies. 
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 Lloyd Ogan 

 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA. 95816 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: pmhandls@att.net 

Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org 

 

2016—2017 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

 Restoration Supervisor   

   Gil Aymeric 
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*    Ed Basurto *    Dennis Powell 

*    Dave Dolson *    Doug Lent 

*    John Dorris *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathan Williams  

Mark your calendar for next year: 

Tentative Date:  

Friday, February 9, 2019   

at the Scottish Rite Center 

Carlson & H Street 

Please consider including Pioneer 
Mutual in your trust or will. There 
may be tax advantages in doing so, 

and it would be a great way to perpetuate Pio-
neer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 
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deficient in most categories. The survey was subse-

quently reduced to six selected cities, with findings un-

changed. 

Executive Board member John Steely boldly addressed 

the City Council, asserting the demands of the firemen 

were entirely fair and could be substantiated by facts.  

“If city employees are denied the right to strike, then the 

city has the reciprocal duty not to take advantage of that 

fact,” he stated.  “We are not happy with certain condi-

tions and we are resolved to do something about them,” 

he added.  He felt it was the duty of the governing body 

to ascertain the facts of the disputed issues, “we have 

marched to the brink of the Rubicon” he affirmed, “and 

we intend to cross.” 

Captain Kirk Stubbs, a member of the negotiation team, 

also addressed the Council with an urgent appeal for 

binding arbitration, a bargaining statute several other 

states now employ. This negotiating instrument, al-

though rejected before, would bring closure to the ongo-

ing dispute. 

Friday October 2, 1970: 

Support from citizens and businessmen is increasing, 

and many are attempting to contact city officials, urging 

negotiations continue. 

A daily newsletter, the Rubicon, is to be published daily 

at union headquarters on 28th Street, to keep the mem-

bership informed of the latest negotiation news and 

other scheduled meetings or events.  A support center 

has also been established at the vacant Hart’s Restaurant 

at 919 K Street, and a telephone line installed to encour-

age public inquiries. 

James Marshall, a State Conciliation Mediator met today 

with city officials.  However, after a lengthy reasoned 

argument there was no change in their position. 

To know the full story, get “Balance of Assignment” 

available from Amazon. At 0800 on October 7, 1970, 

Sacramento Firefighters went on strike. Only a handful 

of union members did not go out. Governor Reagan 

called in California Department of Forestry firefighters 

(now CAL Fire) to staff our stations and every proba-

tionary firefighter was fired!  

  

Pioneer Mutual News 

The strike:  A disruptive, divisive mechanism that pits 

labor against management, grieves the city council, and 

stirs the indignation of the public. 

Negotiations for a new contract between the City of Sac-

ramento and the Fire Department Union, Local 522, be-

gan August 17, 1970.  After much dialogue and debate, 

proceedings reached an impasse, each side maintaining 

the other failed to budge in negotiations. 

At issue were wages, fringe benefits, and an improved 

city-paid dental insurance program, also at issue was the 

union’s request for paid holidays, granted to other city 

employees.  Sacramento remained the only major Cali-

fornia city not paying firefighters for holidays.  The city 

also refused to consider binding arbitration, a legal vehi-

cle that allows a neutral body to consider a dispute, and 

whose judgment would be binding on both parties. 

On Monday and Tuesday nights, September 28 and 29, a 

vote was taken at union headquarters to demonstrate the 

extent of confidence and support given the negotiation 

team.  Ninety percent of the ballots cast were in support 

of their leadership.  This overwhelming display of unity 

authorized the team to initiate further action.  Kenneth 

Larson, representing the International Association of 

Firefighters, felt we would be supported by most other 

local unions in whatever action followed. 

Deputy City Attorney, John Liebert declared a strike 

would be illegal and in violation of the State Labor 

Code, prohibiting a walkout by firefighters. He also con-

sidered filing a damage suit against the union, seeking 

criminal and civil penalties. 

Superior Court Judge, William Gallagher responded by 

issuing a restraining order in an attempt to prevent a 

walkout, and set a court date of October 15, 1970, for a 

hearing. 

On Monday, October 1, 1970, the Executive Board met 

to review the court injunction served them, accompanied 

by Local 522 attorney, Ronald Davis.  After the meet-

ing, Mr. Davis filed a writ of mandate against the city, 

concerning their refusing to comply with the City Char-

ter, relative to salary surveys. 

The city charter provides for a comprehensive survey of 

fifteen cities of comparable size as a comparative guide 

in determining salaries and benefits.  The result of this 

study concluded the Sacramento Fire Department was 

The Strike 
Excerpt from Balance of Assignment used with permission of the author,  

Battalion Chief Leon Juarros, Jr., Sacramento Fire Retired (Ret.) (Submitted By Forrest Adams) 
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Please go to:  

sacramentofiremuseum.org  

to see Pioneer Mutual News  

in color 

Thank you  

Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor 

For Pioneer Mutual News 

 

On September 16, 2017, I had the honor of performing the 

eulogy for Firefighter Winston “Bud” Sawyer at the Sacra-

mento County Veteran's Cemetery on Fruitridge Road.  Bud 

passed away at the age of 86 on August 29, 2017 

He retired from Station 10 with 28 years on the job.  When I 

met him, he was assigned to truck 6 A Platoon.  When I came 

on, the 4th man on the truck drove the Battalion Chief at 

night.  Bud had that duty driving Chief Hartwick.  

Bud was very active in Local 522 negotiations as he was our 

numbers man. He was very intelligent and it was said he 

found money the city was hiding in the budget and called 

them on it.   

When I talked to his family preparing for my talk at the me-

morial, I learned about his early years and jobs before the fire 

department.  They did not say much about his time in the 

Army and the Korean War. Like may vets, they really don’t 

like reliving those experiences.  I recollected that he lowered 

and raised the flag at 6’s and 10’s and would not let the rook-

ies do that task, I always wondered why.   

Well, at the end of the memorial I found out why the Stars and 

Stripes meant so much to him.  He went through hell in Ko-

rea.  At the end of the memorial one of his close friends came 

to me and asked why I didn’t say more about his war service.  

That friend proceeded to tell me about “A Hill Called White 

Horse.”  Sergeant Sawyer was an artillery forward observer 

and during that battle called shelling on himself and his small 

unit to save U.S. Solders from advancing Chinese Communist 

troops. 

If you want to read the whole story, get “A Hill Called White 

Horse” by Anthony Sobieski available from Amazon.  Ser-

geant Sawyer is mentioned many times in the book.   

 

Sergeant Sawyer 
By: Forrest D. Adams  

PMH&LS Chairman and SFD Retired  

News and Future Events                                                                          

FYI: Gold Rush Days is cancelled this year. It will be 

held the following year to coincide with the 150 year cele-

bration of the completion of the Trans Continental Rail-

road around Memorial Day. 

The Annual General Membership Meeting and the In-

terim Museum will be open to the members of Pioneer 

Mutual Hook and Ladder Society  on Saturday,  April 21, 

2018 from 10:00 - 1200  (Park Behind Station 21)

Location :    Sacramento Metro Station 21,  

                      7641 Greenback Lane  

                      Citrus Heights, CA  

 

Annual Fire Swap Meet: September 16, 2018 



 

4 

 

The Pioneer Mutual Hook 

& Ladder Society’s An-

nual Crab Feed has in-

credible volunteers.  Let’s 

start with Doug Lent, 

Member-at-Large and Red 

Shirt, and who is the crab 

feed’s Man-in-Charge. 

Doug designed the crab 

feed flyer and the tickets.  

He delivered the flyers to 

the fire houses and also 

initiated the one page 

spread in the Winter PMH&LS Newsletter.  He locked-

in the Scottish Rite Temple as the place to be this past 

February 9th.  Doug hired the band “Sly Fox” (they did a 

great job!), plus he purchased and delivered all the table 

necessities for the set-up crew.  The crew filled 22 tables 

with place settings and they were: Ed Basurto 

(PMH&LS Member-at-Large, Red Shirt and Doug’s 

crab feed assistant), Mike Esola, John Esola, Katherine 

Esola, Tim McCormack (Red Shirt), Curtis Wong, Craig 

Barmby (PMH&LS Treasurer, Red Shirt), Dana Hunt 

(Member-at-Large and Red Shirt ) and Jack-of-all-

Trades - Doug Lent! 

Doug bought 30,000 raffle tickets for Cheryl Croxton to 

organize and sell.  She has many, many years of experi-

ence heading the PMH&LS’s raffle.  Cheryl and her 

volunteers worked hard to deliver a rainbow of tickets 

into hopeful hands.  They were:  Desiree Stockton, Jan 

Ebert, Christina Montanez, and Steven Sakakihara.  

Anyone participating in the raffle couldn’t miss the raf-

fle drum tumbling all those colorful tickets.  When 

PMH&LS needed a drum for the crab feed, Dana Hunt 

came to the rescue.  He built a fabulous mixer-upper to 

give everyone a chance to win. 

On entering the crab feed on February 9th, Craig Barmby 

and Ed Basurto were on hand to pass out pre-purchased 

tickets.  Nearby, the table for selling drink tickets was 

manned by Forrest Adams, PMH&LS Chairman and 

Red Shirt, his wife Cherie, Charlie Sprague and Jim 

Green. Ric Dorris (Member-at-Large and Red Shirt) and 

his son Andrew, also a Red Shirt, were selling Pioneer 

Mutual Hook & Ladder Society t-shirts. Ric and Craig 

Barmby purchased and planned  the t-shirts with the 

help of Brandon Waits of B & L Mobil Graphics.  

But let’s go back a couple months before this event, 

when people started calling Craig Barmby and Ed 

Basurto for Crab Feed tickets.  People might request an 

entire table for their family and friends, or just one 

ticket.  Musical chairs 

start to happen when 

h a r d  w o r k i n g 

PMH&LS treasurer 

and Red Shirt, Craig 

Barmby, puts his many 

years of experience 

into arranging the seat-

ing. Meanwhile, Vice 

C h a i r m a n  o f 

PMH&LS, Phil Reif 

visits all the fire 

houses to collect fire-

fighter’s donations for 

purchasing raffle 

prizes.     

With Craig’s finished list as a reference, Jan Dunbar 

(Member-at-Large) built and printed the final seating-

chart-graphic to be used at the crab feed.   

The raffle  volunteers who helped ticket winners  claim 

their prizes were: Announcer-Phil Reif, Marna McNulty, 

Jessica Ikenberry, Peggy Reif, Kat Leon, Glenda 

Tampa, Becky Sprague, Brobklya Ballaza, Ashley Bir-

mingham, and her friend. 

The incredible Kitchen Crew, worked their magic with 

the antipasto plates, tossed salad, delicious pasta and 

The Crab Feed Volunteers,  by: Pamela Basurto 
Pioneer Mutual News 
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everyone’s favorite, fresh crab, literally a ton of it.  Eve-

rything was delivered abundantly to all the tables.  Here 

is a group of volunteers with amazing years of experi-

ence working the kitchen while hundreds await their 

creations. This crew arrived at 8:00 a.m. the day of  crab 

feed  to start their delicious pasta sauce. Let’s give a big 

thank you to the kitchen chief: Conrad Frausto. Conrad 

orders all the necessities and then prepares the food with 

the help of his assistant kitchen chief: Craig Braswell, 

plus:  Fred Berringer, Jim Luttrell, Clay Bassett, Dexter 

Ching, John Morales and Lance Nishimura. 

The Crab Feed Bar was handled expertly by Bob and 

Kathy Luttrell and their crew who included: Casey 

Finch, Linda Feil, Suzie Rozewski, Andy Smith and 

Tom Nielk. For this full bar they have to shop for their 

supplies, ice and spirits, set-up and sell their cases of 

water, beer, wine, and create mixed drinks. They were 

kept busy all night making sure everyone’s thirst was 

quenched 

The servers also deserve a huge thank you for their hard 

work. Bob Luttrell enlisted the help of Sacramento State Uni-

versity Women’s Rugby Team and they served everyone with  

great energy and lots of smiles.  And when the rugby players 

were gathered together for a group picture, one could see a 

team of friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Dunbar (Member-at-Large) was in charge of the clean-up 

crew.  Most of the set-up crew helped with the tear down.  

Three Sacramento fire department reserves also volunteered 

for the clean-up: Aldridge, Curtis & Sapien   

Special thanks to everyone who made the crab feed a success 

and please forgive me if a volunteer didn’t get the recognition 

they deserved. 

A Saudi Aramco Fire Protection team from Saudi Arabia 

worked with Sacramento Metro for six months to gain firefighter 

experience.  They are pictured here with the Pioneer Mutual 

Hook & Ladder Society’s Red Shirts.   

 

The Red Shirts pictured here are: Ed Basurto, Dana Hunt, Gil 

Aymeric, Henry Ogg and Curtis Banks. 

Saudi Arabia Firefighters Trained with Sac Metro 

John Morales and Clay Bassett 


