
Beckwourth Crossing Beckons
The Master Plan

Situated on a magnificent three acre parcel, Beckwourth Crossing is envisioned as a community gathering 
and learning area for the residents and guests of Grizzly Ranch.  Here one can learn about native plants 
and ecosystems, discover how Native Americans, pioneers and settlers to the area relied on and used 
local plants, or sit back on an Adirondack settee and enjoy fantastic views of Beckwouth Peak.  Several 
different ecosystems will be featured within the gardens: Quaking Gallery features trees and shrubs found 
in ephemeral wetland and riparian areas, including dry creeks, drainage swales, and springs; Pineleaf Place, 
named after one of Jim Beckwourth’s wives, emphasizes plants found in the dry, upland  Jeffrey Pine forest, 
including shrubs, grasses and wildflowers; High Sierrascape, features plants found in rock outcrops; and, Maidu 
Meadow highlights wetland plants that are cultivated or gathered by tribal members for food, basketry, 
ceremonial and medicinal purposes.  The heart of the gardens “Beckwourth Knoll,” provides a focal 
gathering and learning area for the residents and guests of Grizzly Ranch, and represents the first phase of  
implementation of Beckwourth Crossing.

Beckwourth Crossing Beckons
Beckwourth Cabin

Plans have been developed for a replica of  Beckwourth 
Cabin which will serve as a nature and interpretive 
center, a gathering area for homeowners, and a 
classroom for crafts and learning.  Built from a 
combination of  logs, chinking and batten siding, the 
cabin will house a gathering room with vaulted ceilings 
that has fantastic views of  Beckwourth Peak on one 
side and a cozy stone fireplace opposite.  A potting 
shed will be connected to the main room to provide 
an area for seed collection, plant propogation, and 
general tool storage.  Large patios and porches off  two 
sides of  the building provide indoor/outdoor use.  
Construction of  Beckwourth Cabin will be via a “barn 
raising” event, using sweat equity of  the Grizzly Ranch 
community!

Maidu Village

Research will be conducted to design and construct 
various features of  a Maidu village directly across from 
the knoll area.  This will include structures, art work, 
and grinding stones which will tell the story of  the 
Native American population who inhabited the forests 
and high plateaus surrounding Grizzly Ranch for 
hundreds of  years.

Art and Interpretive Features

Bringing art and sculptural elements to the  
Beckwourth Crossing is an ongoing project of  the 
Conservancy.  Research and development of  several 
sculptural pieces to be located within the larger garden 
area is currently underway.  In addition, special events 
such as storytelling, outdoor art classes, and plant 
sales will continue to beckon community members to 
Beckwourth Crossing.

What’s Next:Watch Us Grow

Phase One: Beckwourth Knoll 

Work began in the winter of 2007 to transform an undeveloped knoll into the interpretive and  
learning area seen today.  Large granitic boulders were introduced to create a small amphitheater and 
firepit for outdoor seating and storytelling, a flat area was graded to provide the base for the future 
Beckwourth Cabin, and outdoor plazas and narrow paths were constructed to lead visitors from the 
parking area to activity areas.  Two wooden bridges were constructed, linking the knoll with the garden 
trail to the east, and to the Gate House from the west.


