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While Pennsylvania’s prison population has fallen 25% over the past 

10 years, the proportion of elderly people (60+) in prison has  

increased over 200% in the same timeframe. This is driven by the 

incarceration of more older people over time as well as by the effect 

of long sentences that keep people in prison. As of today, the average 

elderly person in prison has spent over 15 years of their life in prison , 

compared to fewer than 3 years for younger populations. 



The growing share of incarcerated elderly individuals comes at great 

costs to the state of Pennsylvania. Elderly populations typically cost 

2-3x as much to incarcerate compared to younger populations due to 

costs for medical treatments, prescriptions, etc. 



Over the past twenty years, we have seen the following changes in 

proportions of elderly people in prison: 

Geriatric Parole (via SB 835) could provide parole eligibility for at 

least 1,100 people over the first five years, opening a path to 

restoring over 2,900 life-years and averting $93M in associated cost 

savings (based on average cost per person). 

Once released, elderly populations are reincarcerated at far lower 

rates than their younger peers. The visualization below shows the 

chance that a person released from prison is reincarcerated within 

four years. Individuals over the age of 69 have a 70% lower chance of 

reincarceration than those younger than  50 years old.
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