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5-year impact in West Virginia
By creating additional supervision terms for people convicted of 
certain drug offenses, West Virginia could spend an additional $9.0M 
in incarceration costs and increase the prison population by 171, 
resulting in an additional 346 life years in prison over the next 5 years. 



The following projections use the average yearly cost to incarcerate 
one individual of $25,900. The projections only model the impacts on 
the incarcerated population and incurred costs associated with 
incarceration resulting from increased technical supervision 
revocations. Additional supervision costs are excluded from this 
analysis.
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From 2007 to 2017, West Virginia’s prison population increased by 
17.1%, which was the 5th highest growth rate in the country over that 
time. In 2018, there were an average of  7,068 incarcerated 
individuals at any point in time. In part, the increase is due to the 
growing number of people committed to prison for supervision 
violations. In FY 2019, almost 25% of people sentenced to prison in 
West Virginia were arrested for technical violations from parole and 
probation. In 2017, the annual cost for incarcerating people for 
supervision violations was $22M.



Although Black people represent 4% of West Virginia’s population, 
they constituted 17% of the jail population (2015) and 12% of the 
prison populatoin (2017).



Research suggests that neither intense supervision conditions nor 
longer terms of supervision significantly improve public safety. The 
majority of re-offenses and rearrests occur within the first two years 
of someone’s community supervision term.  A recent study of two 
states’ (Oregon and South Carolina) probation systems showed that 
90% of people who complete their first year of supervision without a 
re-arrest, could have received shorter supervision terms without any 
impact on public safety or recidivism. In recent years, many states 
have begun to reform their supervision policies to align with this body 
of evidence and the unique needs of each individual being supervised.

Supervision limits in other states

Utah
Probation is capped at 3 years for felonies and Class A misdemeanors 
and 1 year for Class B or C misdemeanors, with no mandatory 
minimum period of supervision.  In 2018, Utah improved on its 
previous supervision reforms with graduated sanctions for 
supervision violations, credit incentive systems for good behavior, and 
increased access to early termination.  Utah's supervision reforms 
were approved unanimously and the state's reports show that they 
are on track to meet their goal to keep thousands of people out of 
prison and save hundreds of millions of dollars, all without sacrificing 
public safety.  

South Dakota
South Dakota, has been updating its probation system since 2014, 
enacting a law in 2017 that allows people convicted of lesser crimes 
to be discharged from probation after a year for good behavior.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wHtCHIUqZ92VKmUkladkyCcbMHe08nw225pAc6TBoVU/edit#heading=h.1fvoj85pazx1

