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As of September 2020, Illinois had over 30,000 people in prison. The 

state spends 80% of its public safety budget on the Department of 

Corrections — a total cost of $1.9B. The state still outpaces all but two 

of the seven Midwestern states in the rate of people incarcerated 

each year. Truth-in-sentencing laws, adopted across the country in 

the late 90s, led to more than double the length of time served for 

people in Illinois prisons. Furthermore, despite comprising 15% of the 

population of Illinois, Black people represent 56% of the state’s 

incarcerated population. 






Given that approximately 70% of individuals sentenced under Three 

Strikes laws in Illinois are Black, eliminating the state’s habitual 

sentencing enhancement for nonviolent offenders would play a 

significant role in reducing racial disparities withinin the criminal 

justice system.

Similar policies in other states

Louisiana (2017)


Louisiana passed a ten-bill package that eliminated the possibility of a 

life sentence for a fourth nonviolent conviction. Between 2017 and 

2027, the reforms are projected to save the state $262M and reduce 

the prison and community supervision populations by 10 and 12 

percent, respectively.



Kentucky (2011)


HB 463 changed Kentucky’s Penal Code and Controlled Substances 

Act to remove the sentencing enhancements for people convicted of 

a second or greater drug offense. This came in a broader package of 

reforms expected to save Kentucky $422 million over ten years, 

allowing for reinvestment in mental health and drug rehabilitation 

programs.


15% of people in IL 

are Black

56% of people in IL 

prisons are Black

Prison population change

5-year impact in Illinois

Incarceration cost avoided (cumulative)

-17 -217 -472 -688 -862
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

By limiting the sentencing enhancement for an individual’s third Class 

1 or 2 offense to those where all three convictions are forcible 

felonies, IL could avoid spending $5.9M, give 1,855 life years back, 

and decrease the prison population by 862 over the next five years. 

The projected impact is based on a reduction in time served for 

eligible people, assuming a per capita incarceration cost of $38,000.

In Millions

$0.04M $0.39M $1.52M $3.39M $5.87M
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Fewer people in prison

862
Life years back

1,855

For methodology and notes, see appendix
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Data availability:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lV7nvi-RCu0IWOqDlNrTsPlIMAUA65aYR8xiiV2-upg/edit?usp=sharing

