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PRESS RELEASE 

Fleet Events lays foundation for digital transformation of trade fairs and 

conferences 

Hamburg, 18.02.2021. Fleet Events, one of the leading private trade fair 

and conference organisers in the German-speaking world, is making huge 

investments in staff and digital technology in order to devise a new 

strategy to provide solutions for dealing with the changes that have 

affected the framework within which the trade fair and conference sector 

operates. At the start of the pandemic, 13 education conferences were 

acquired by Fleet, resulting in the development of its own event platform 

Xircus. As a result, within one year, Fleet Events has begun to make radical 

changes to its entire events portfolio. 

After Messe Stuttgart implemented CMT Digital based on Xircus very 

successfully, PHOTONICS+ followed suit in February – in partnership with 

the European industry association EPIC – which is the world's largest 

digital networking event for the photonics industry with over 300 

partners. Babywelt marks another new digital event format, which will be 

launched on the market also for end consumers immediately afterwards 

(27/28 February). 

"The pandemic will change the events industry in the long term by finally 

introducing opportunities for digitalisation in this sector. The smart 

interaction of both worlds – digital and analogue – will lead to a quantum 

leap in the quality of the events," says Christoph Rénevier, Managing 

Director of Fleet Events. 

Ten months of development work and the experience gained from 14 

successfully completed digital and hybrid events make Fleet Events the 

leading one-stop shop for organising events. In the course of this period, 

Fleet Events has significantly increased its staff. The company has taken 

on almost 20 new employees in the past 12 months – including 

experienced IT and digital marketing experts. Jan Schellenberger is in 

charge of digital development. The IT and change management expert has 

the position of CTO. In total, Fleet Events employs more than 50 staff. 

"The gradual shift, replanning and then cancellation of almost all events 

for 2020 due to coronavirus brought our team to its breaking point. 

However, we had to find a way to seize the opportunities arising from the 

crisis as quickly as possible. We have successfully given the company the 

necessary boost to transform Fleet Events into an expert in the area of 

digital events in the shortest possible time. Thanks to having a broad-

based team, we are now in good shape for the digital present and future," 

concludes Managing Director Thomas Köhl. 

For more information, visit www.fleet-events.de and www.xircus.com.  
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About FLEET Events 

FLEET Events GmbH, based in Hamburg, is one of Germany's leading 
private trade fair and conference organisers. In cooperation with its 
subsidiaries FLEET Education Events and CE Chefs Events, the company, 
set up in 2006, designs and stages consumer and business events such as 
Babini (previously BABYWELT), Eat&Style, Man’s World and professional 
events such as Chef-Sache, W3+ Fair and Photonics+, as well as the 
educational conferences DSLK, ÖSLK, DKLK, ÖKLK, HRocks and DILK. FLEET 
Events has developed, through its subsidiary FLEET X, its own online event 
platform using Xircus, allowing it now to offer online and/or hybrid events 
too. Overall, FLEET Events organises nowadays more than 50 major events 
a year, both live and online. This company with more than 60 employees 
is run by shareholders Dr Thomas Köhl and Christoph Rénevier. 
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