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A YEAR TO BEHOLD – Find your way with MERCY 
Embracing 50 years of Mercy Alumni 1969 to 2019.

‘Our Mercy foundation is all parts of us’ – Alumni President Ms Diane Psaila 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurundjeri people, and pay our respect to the 
elders both past and present of the Kulin Nation, for they hold the memories, the traditions,the culture and 

the hopes of Aboriginal Australia.

From the Principal 

It is a great honour to introduce to our community the second 
edition of ‘Our Mercy Alumni Magazine’. 2019 marked 50 
years since the first class graduated from Mercy College. In 
recognising this milestone, we were reminded of the deep 
importance of the foundations of our college community.  
In nurturing our links to the past, as we do with this magazine, 
we better understand our present and make room for the 
growth ahead of us. The Mercy College Alumni Foundation has 
continued to grow.  It is one of the ways in which we link to our 
past and firm foundations.

When we seek to connect with our past, we build stronger 
foundations for the future. This vision is one that was shared 
by our Foundress, Catherine McAuley, who said “Hurra for 
foundations, it makes the old young and the young merry.’’ This 
vision is also shared by Mercy College Alumni President, 

Diane Psaila, who last year made the humbling and faith affirming pilgrimage to the First House of 
Mercy; Catherine McAuley’s house in Baggot Street. Diane’s dedication, commitment to building 
relationships and sharing stories is present in all that she does, and we are grateful for her work in 
supporting the alumni foundation. 

Reunions provide an important means for Alumni to maintain connections and friendships.  Our annual 
alumni reunion recognised the milestone years of 1969 – 2019, but saw past students of many years 
come together. As a Principal, it is wonderful to connect with Alumni and share in stories of the Mercy 
of the past, whilst enjoying the Mercy of the present. A musical interlude by current Mercy and Parade 
College students was a fantastic display of talent and a celebration of the long-standing friendship 
between the two Colleges, that many of the alumni would have remembered from their time at Mercy. 

This magazine highlights many of the wonderful journeys that have followed our alumni in their life 
after Mercy College, but it also reminds us that Mercy is always with us. Our 2020 College theme asks all 
in our community to “Lead with Mercy”, and in doing so we acknowledge those who have led the way 
before us. 

Let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy of God.

MS LILA MCINERNEY 
Principal 
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From the Alumni President 

It is with a great sense of accomplishment and pride that we present the 2nd Edition of 
Our Mercy Alumni Magazine. As a flow on from our first magazine published early last 
year, this edition captures an essence of the diverse and profound stories of Alumni as 
they reflect on their journeys since leaving behind their College days. 

We are proud to have developed ongoing relationships with many alumni who have 
had their stories published in the first issue; a true sense of belonging and goodwill for 
all.   

We can relate with those who had a dedicated career plan that they followed, or others 
who experimented with varying avenues of interest to find their personal and career 
footing.  But above all, are the inspirational words they share with current students.  
There is a distinct vibe and common thread in their answers – of setting goals, of never 
giving up, of learning from stumbling blocks or failures and importantly, to applaud 
the hard work of earned success; from the small steps to the great ones.  The advice is 
good for all of us; at any age, to strive for best efforts in all that we do.  It’s not always 
easy, but to try, is surely a step in the right direction and deemed a success in itself.  

The words carry empowerment that links all of us in the community; past, present and future. 

When I read the 2019 College theme – Find your way with MERCY, I took a few minutes to contemplate on what 
the message means to me. It was an affirmation of my anticipated journey and significance to be visiting the First 
House of Mercy in Dublin– a true sense of purposeful connection.

Principal, Ms Lila McInerney, is a leader who is open to opportunity and encourages our potential by her unwavering 
positive influence and focused direction.  It is with this reinforcement of faith and respect that we, as a community, 
are guided by the values that are the backbone of each year’s theme – Compassion, Justice, Hospitality, Excellence.

We begin with our foundation students, Class of 1969, who reflect and entertain us with their vivid memories of 
college days. Furthermore, 2019 marked 50 years of Mercy Alumni and it was cause to make merry and mark the 
occasion with an inclusion of a special musical show at the annual reunion. 

The year 2019 also represented milestones for Class of 1979, 1989, 1999 and 2009 and so the plans and preparations 
for the event were soon in motion to ensure an annual reunion with lasting impressions to embrace all things 
alumni …

We pay homage to our Foundress Catherine McAuley, whose inspirational quote below, instils in us a determination 
to follow on in her footsteps.
‘Hurra for foundations, it makes the old young and the young merry…’

-Catherine McAuley Jan 4, 1841

There is nothing like maintaining or rekindling old school friendships. Mercy College; the 
foundation of our secondary education and the beginnings of lifelong friendships. Let’s build 
on opportunities to expand our network!

MS DIANE PSAILA 
Alumni President

Our Mercy Alumni Foundation
Begins with our first students 

Diana Heim, Foundation Student 1965-1969: 

Fifty years! 

Is it really that long since we left Mercy College?
For a group of Foundation students, the 20th October 2019, was a time to reflect and celebrate.  
Displays with photos of the early years of Mercy were eagerly scanned, comments were made about the 
first uniform such as “remember those horrid apple catchers” (sports bloomers) and laughter abounded 
as stories were told. 

Principal, Lila McInerney, welcomed us warmly (as she always does) 
and Diane Psaila, the enthusiastic Alumni President, spoke of the 
bonds formed at the school. A group of talented students from 
Mercy and Parade Colleges’ entertained us with songs from 1965, 
1969 and the decades that followed. What’s more, we remembered 
all the words! 

The buildings at Mercy have changed but its heart is still the same 
and for the Foundation students it remains a special place and even 
more so as the years go by. 

Best wishes,
Diana Heim, pictured between, (left) Maree Hunter and (right) 
Maree Salm.
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The student pioneers of Mercy generations
In guidance: strength and virtue 

 
I can guarantee with conviction that an invitation to join our Mercy 
foundation students for lunch would be an entertaining one, as these  
catch ups are  filled with animated stories of those early years as the first 
students of our College.  As a conversation point, I had brought along a 
copy of Through a Prism of Mercy 1903 – 2003 – Mary Stainsby RSM that 
Principal Lila McInerney had given me as a resource. 

The history of how the Sisters came to be in Coburg is fascinating to 
read. Pages 36 and 37 describe when the foundation students became 
an integral part of our history.

 1965 was a year of change for Victorian schooling. Primary schools 
no longer taught senior levels of year 7 and 8.  Instead, they were to 
be taught at a secondary school level. 

Reading on to pages 38 and 39, the College was opened to offer education to girls in 1965, however the 
buildings weren’t all equipped to run classes. I wondered what that was like for its first students? 

A discussion began….

What was it like having to attend classes at St Paul’s in Coburg, St Ambrose’s in Brunswick and St 
Mark’s in Fawkner from 1965, Year 7 to end of term 2, 1966 in Year 8?

The year 1965 marks the beginning of Mercy College Coburg. The first students were placed in classrooms 
at St Ambroses’ in Brunswick and St Pauls’ in Coburg as the construction of the new building was yet to 
be started. The students at St Ambroses’ were fortunate to have Sister Francis (Sr. Winifred McManus) 
as their form teacher. She taught us every subject bar Italian and PE. In this sense this year was really an 
extension of primary school except we wore a different uniform to the primary school students.

Father Paul Garland and Father John McCarthy from St Ambroses’ Parish taught us Italian and it was 
so much fun. Father Garland in particular would play practical jokes on us e.g. surreptitiously dropping 
plastic vomit on the floor and asking some hapless student to get a bucket and mop to clean it up. Maree 
and I were door monitors (we opened the door when someone knocked) and Fr Garland would be wearing 
fangs and a plastic claw when we opened the door. Needless to say, Italian lessons were most memorable.

In 1966 Sister Thecla arrived as the newly appointed principal of the college. The school building was now 
under construction and a lot of Sisters time was taken up with meetings with architects and builders. As a 
result, our education suffered and on top of that we were allocated rooms in the old building next to the 
church. There was no running water or heating and it was bitterly cold in winter. We were encouraged to 
bring slippers and blankets to keep warm. There were no science rooms, no library, no art and craft rooms 
and no specialist teachers. Our PE teacher visited fortnightly to take us for a lesson. Swimming classes 
were held at the Brunswick Baths. Italian was replaced with Latin which was taught by Sr Thecla. In 1967 
(year 9) Latin replaced German.

Bricks,mortar and endurance
Solidarity and forever friendships

 
Diana, when all classes were eventually undertaken at Mercy in 1966, was it 
difficult to integrate into one group of students?

At this time there was no contact with the girls at St Paul’s and vice versa. 
Friendships had been formed and were strengthened in those first 18 months 
so by the time we moved into the College very little interaction occurred 
between the 2 groups. This did change in later years as classes were mixed and 
subject choices were offered but for a while it was very much an ‘us’  and ‘them’  
mentality.

In discussions with other Foundation students, we have found that most have 
kept in contact with at least one if not more friends from Mercy. Maree Salm and 
I have been friends since that first day in 1965. Mariannina, another from our 
circle of friends, now lives in Canada but we are still in contact.

What were your impressions of your teachers?

We had a significant number of teachers, both nuns and lay teachers, covering all 
subjects that left a lasting impression on us. For commercial students, Maree feels 
that Sr Joan Agnes (Sr Inigo) should be acknowledged as she taught all commercial 
subjects shorthand/typing, Commercial Principles and Legal Studies in Forms 4 
and 5. Lynette Long (English teacher) who successfully campaigned to have the 
commercial students permitted to study for the Leaving Certificate in 1969. For 
me Sr Bonaventure was both a teacher and friend. She was a strong advocate for 
girls’ education and was very much a woman ahead of her time.

The Guidance Booklet 

We did not take the booklet too seriously because even in the 1960s, 
we felt that it was very outdated. It was a book of guidance on how to 
behave at school, home and in public. Today’s girls would find it very 
amusing and it would generate a lot of laughter from them. As a History 
teacher, I can see its value as an insight into the era and what social 
norms were followed back then.

Top from left : 
Pat Guatta, 
Dianne  Eimermacher, 
Rhonda Luscombe,
 Rhonda Fay

Bottom from left : 
Maree Salm, 
Diana Heim,
 Maree Hunter
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Class of 1978  Form 4
Let’’s pick up where we left off

 
Jenny Rayner nee Psaila pictured on the left, with twins, Anita 
Aiezza and Enrica Mallard nee Pellegrini reflects on the first time 
she had been back to Mercy after 40 years; re-connecting in 2018.

‘It was amazing to see my old school mates after so many years - sharing 
our stories and coming to the realisation that we have experienced 
similar memories and feelings about many aspects that happened in 
our school life together. It was good to see our old College and how far 
it has come since our days’.

Enrica organised a follow up Class of 1978 (Form 
4) reunion lunch soon after the October 2018 
reunion. The ladies expressed their personal 
thanks to Mercy College for the opportunity to 
pick up where they left off.

From left to right: 
Mary Grieve, Susan Agar, 
Lyn Mclay, Karen Ostenried,
Enrica Mallard, Christine Carmuciano, Anita Aiezza 

Lyn Mclay, ‘Another great reunion meeting 
up with more of the girls that I hadn’t seen 
since leaving College. Really love the fact 
that Anita and Enrica have organised these 
reunions that are growing in numbers each 
time we meet.’

Front : Lorraine, Maria, Connie, Susan and 
Christine.
Back : Marisa, Lyn,  Agnas, Kim, Mannie, Anita, 
Silvana, Gina, Enrica, Mary, Julia and Agatha

Alumni Reflections
Anita and Enrica

Anita Aiezza nee Pellegrini - Class of 1978 Form 4
Ambition, success and renewed friendships 

I left Mercy College feeling excited about the future I was going to create for 
myself. I worked hard to realise my ambition to work in the science field and to 
carve a career path for myself. I succeeded in doing this. I returned to university 
several times to further my learning and advance my career. On reflection, I 
wish I had spent more time and effort maintaining the wonderful friendships 
I made at College. I am so grateful to have reunited with special friends and 
classmates. We have a special connection that is different to other friends. 
When you think about it, we shared experiences throughout our early teens 
(13-16 years); riding the waves of self-discovery together.

We are very lucky in Australia, where the vast majority have the opportunity to create whatever future 
we desire. You can set out to be, and do, what you desire as long as you are committed, persistent and 
are prepared to work hard. Real success is when you can do that with balance. Through life’s journey you 
come to realise how important it is to maintain friendships and just have fun!  All is possible.

               The blessing of unity still dwells amongst us and oh what a blessing, it should make all else pass  
                          onto nothing…. This is the spirit of the Order, indeed the true spirit of Mercy flowing on us.
                                                                                                                                   From the writings of Catherine McAuley
                                                                                                                     Letter to Elizabeth Moore Easter Monday, 1841

Enrica Mallard nee Pellegrini - Class of 1978 Form 4
Dear students, herewith is my guidance and blessing

I have led a reflective life and my time at Mercy was no exception. My lack of self-
assurance certainly limited my capacity to function more fully in the world. Living 
a very introspective life also honed my capacity to perceive intuitively. 

Today I am strong in my knowing of who I am and I make choices without justification based on what 
I am choosing to create in the world. What has also shown up is an unwavering commitment to the 
expansion of consciousness on the planet.

Know Thyself. Be open to receive the guidance and advice of those around you including family, friends 
and teachers, yet always choose for yourself what you are choosing to create. Reassure those around 
you that they have taught you well and now is the time for you to step beyond “the nest” and create for 
yourself. Never allow yourself to adopt what someone else is telling you as your course of action unless 
it resonates with you.
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Students of Class 8 Mombasa, 
Kenya

You’ve Got Mail!!!!
Dianne Butler Class of 1976 Form 4 featured in our 1st Edition of Our Mercy last year, titled, ‘Calling to 
Mombasa’.  Almost ten years ago, Dianne made a life changing decision to leave behind all the people 
she loved and the comforts of home to move to Mombasa.  ‘The rewards in helping the locals and living 

To give you a bit of an insight into the school here, I have interviewed the Head Teacher and the 
Administration Manager.

Dear Dianne, 

Thanks for your post!  It is wonderful that the 
letters written by the Mercy students arrived safely 
in Mombasa! What were the students’ reactions?  

Hi Diane, 

We talked about how they felt when they received 
their letters and they have included their thoughts 
in their letters to Mercy.  Comments like –

‘I felt good because I have never had a letter from 
Australia before.’

‘I’ve got a new friend.’

They used words like - 

Excited, wow, surprised, happy, amazing, 
wonderful!

in this beautiful part of the world is fulfilling in every way’.  Dianne is a part of a dedicated 
team of individuals who work tirelessly to educate the local children and provide 
support for their families.  It was wonderful to make a connection 
between the Class 8 Nyota Ing’arayo and the Mercy students.

Nyota Inq‘Aravo School
Better your best

What other roles do you have at Nyota?      
I am also Class teacher for Standard 8.
What is special about class 8?
It is the last year of primary school for these 
students so I prepare them for their final exam 
in early November. KCPE – Kenyan Certificate 
of Primary Education. Results of the final exam 
have a big impact on the future education for 
these children determining if and where they 
will continue on to secondary education. 
What are the rewards and challenges working 
at Nyota?
I enjoy working with the students, the other 
teachers and enjoy the environment. It’s 
challenging at times coordinating the teachers 
and students. 
What is one thing that would make your job 
easier?
It would be great to have more resources for 
revision.
How did you feel when your class received 
letters from Australia?
It felt good and I really appreciated the letters 

How many children do you have at Nyota?
This year we have 238 children 
What do you like about working at Nyota? 
Working with the needy children is what I like best.
How did you come to be working at Nyota?
I travelled from up country looking for work. Mombasa 
was originally my last choice because of the hot 
weather. 
What is the biggest challenge for Nyota?
Apart from funding which is an ongoing challenge, just 
keeping the children in school and working with the 
families to manage their struggles and to help them 
understand the importance of education. 
What are some of the highlights of your time at 
Nyota?
Graduation of our first Class 8 in 2013. Seeing the 
success and achievements of past students who 
have gone on to College and University. The love and 
support of volunteers for the school and the students. 
What does the name of the school mean and what is 
the school motto?
Nyota Ing’Arayo means Shining Star and the school 
motto is Better your best  

This is a quote from Brian that sums up how he feels about Nyota Ing’Arayo :
‘I landed where I would wish to be in my life’

Albert Gechuki

HeadTeacher assisting 
in the smooth 

running of the school 
and looking after 
the teachers and 

students.

Mr Brian Mutunga 

Administration Manager 
of the day to day

 operations of the school 
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The Alumni Journey - 50 Years On
Sydney Road Storyboard Concepts

Find your way with MERCY
Five storyboards
Class of 1969, 1979, 1989, 1999, 2009
A wave path connecting the years: 1969 to year 2019
A steadfast path of growth supported by our Mercy values
Celebrating a foundation of 50 Years of Mercy Alumni  

It all seemed to fall into place. Our College 2019 theme: Find your way with MERCY – sprouted 
a concept for the storyboards and a vision of a flowing path connecting them. The advantage of 
the College Sydney Road frontage maximised the objective of drawing the eye of passing traffic 
to gain an impression of one continuous gold path. The intended message being Mercy Alumni 
representation:  Goodness is Strength: Sure and Proud. 

In collaboration and determination, Alumni and Mercy staff sourced images to capture moments 
in time for each storyboard.  

Success is indeed the journey travelled as much as, if not more, reaching the desired goals
– challenges and triumphs combined.

                                                                                                                                   Diane Psaila January 2020

Theme:
Storyboards:

Milestone Years:
Connecting 50 Years:

Representing:
Generations:

Teamed with spirt 
Class of 1979 Form 4

Class of 1979 Form 4 
Teamed with spirit – Celebrating this milestone - 40 Years 0n.

Sport @ Mercy 

I have had the pleasure of interviewing many Alumni over the last few years and often a story would 
come up on how a particular sport played at Mercy became a passion and formed an active lifestyle that 
is followed today.

Through the ages, Mercy students have been encouraged to participate in Sporting programs.

There are developmental benefits aside from healthy competition and physical fitness like mastering 
team skills, both as a team leader and team player. Building relationships in a competitive environment 
promotes a sense of belonging and trust and in turn, a confidence to strive for best outcomes.



Page 13
Edition 2 

    Page14
 March 2020 

Silvana Mirabelli (nee Valesecchi) Class of 1989
First VCE Cohort

A celebration of our Mercy Alumni journey 30 Years. O0n.

Silvana, did you set out with a career plan? 
Whilst 30 years can seem an eternity to some, particularly young women that are 
yet to head out into the world, I don’t think the passing of time has changed the 
feelings of uncertainty, confusion and indecision that can all too often be a part of 
the process of choosing a career path. Like many young people today, I had many 
ideas of what I thought I may want to do, and yet where I have ended up and the 
joy it brings me on a daily basis, I would not have thought as I roamed the college 
grounds 3 decades ago.

It’s really important for the young people out there, making these 
decisions and weighing up their choices, as we all did all those years 
ago, not to become too bogged down and consumed by the pressure 
to make THAT right decision and choice. 
There is ALWAYS a plan B.

I began by completing a Bachelor of Arts at La Trobe University 
and worked in the community corrections sector for a short while, 
initially thinking that I was really interested in a career that involves the law. It seems life had different 
plans though, and after working in the family business for a few years my attention was redirected to 
the education sector. I began a Postgraduate degree in Primary teaching at ACU and transferred to the 
Masters (Primary) course after the first year. I graduated with my Masters as well as a Graduate Diploma 
in Religious Education and have worked in this field since. To me, my profession is a very rewarding 
privilege. It truly is an honour to be entrusted by parents with the care and education of their children.

Today, you are a parent of daughters who attend Mercy College. Did your daughters attend activities 
at the College when at Primary School?   What were the benefits?  
Our college offers some great opportunities for families in the community to get a taste and feel for the 
school. Kitchen Kapers is one such event organised for grade 4 - 6 children to have some cooking fun on 
the school grounds, with an opportunity to engage with some of the school staff. 

As I tell my girls - focus on your own growth, as any level of growth is an achievement.

For me it was an eye-opening 
opportunity to see how much 
change and progress the 
school had undergone since 
I was a student here. From 
this point there has been an 
overwhelming sense of pride 
and a desire to be involved in 
whatever capacity possible 
to be a part of the continuing 
growth of our college.

Staff @ Mercy               
Nadine Bond

1989, a year of firsts and proud 30 Year milestone 
Nadine, tell us how you came to be working at Mercy College?
I had been teaching in the State System for 7 years and I was looking for a new 
direction and new challenges. When I saw the ad for a position at Mercy College, I 
was really excited, as the school was offering the opportunity to be part of the first 
year of the HSC, as it was then. I also wanted to be more involved in an all-girls’ 
school.

Class of 1989 was the first cohort study to Year 12. What were the distinct benefits for students to be 
able to complete their secondary education at Mercy College? While I did not attend a Catholic school, 
I did go to Geoghegan College in Year 11 and 12. While it was a great school, there were challenges around 
getting to know other students and a completely new set of teachers. There were no teachers there who 
knew your strengths or needs from teaching you in early years. Staying in the one school means there are 
always people who know you and can support you and your teachers with your learning.

What are your memorable times of your first year at Mercy College and the years that followed? 
It was really exciting to be part of a new program that year. A lot of new staff began, but we had the 
support of existing staff. Being mentored by existing staff like Miss Bronwyn Cassell, Mrs. Cathy Urbano, 
Mrs. Silvana Colangelo, Ms Ann Mitchell, Mrs Lesley Jeffrey and others was also really rewarding.

Over the years I was involved in developing the Australian Studies course and then went on to run the 
small English classes. This then sparked my interest in learning more about how to support every student’s 
learning. So, I went back to study at Melbourne University to find out more about learning difficulties and 
how to enhance literacy skills. 

I have enjoyed co-curricular activities like sewing costumes for the Wizard of Oz and some of the other 
musicals, and running YoYo Club (sewing and craft). 
Over the many years, I have enjoyed being a part of the lives of many students and this is one memory I 
will hold onto when I retire.

How did it feel to meet so many Class of 1989 
students at the 2019 alumni reunion?                              
It made me feel a bit old!! Hard to imagine so many 
years had gone by, I turned 30 the year I started, 
so do the Maths!! 
But seriously, there was a real sense of excitement 
in the Performing Arts Space. It was so good to 
see everyone reconnecting with each other and 
hear their comments about the many changes to 
the school buildings and grounds etc. I hope the 
Annual reunions keep growing in numbers.
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Marinella Centorrino nee Costanzo
Class of 1999

My career started here-A proud journey 20 Years on 
Marinella, what are some of your special memories of College days? 
I have many fond memories of Mercy that still hold a place in my mind twenty 
years later. 

I was very lucky to be one of the girls who took part in the very first Study 
Tour of Italy back in 1997 with Mrs Grace Masini. This trip began my love for 
all things Italian! I then went on to study Italian at University making it my 
major in teaching methodology. My two little girls 8 and 4 are also fluent in 
the language and together as a family we have been to Italy three times and 

we enjoyed our holiday exploring Sicily late in 2019. I have put this love of Italy and the language down 
to Grace Masini. Her passion of the language really inspired me. 

Did you set out with a career plan? 
I always wanted to become a teacher. After completing my VCE I was accepted into the Bachelor of Arts/
Teaching course at ACU. During my time at university I took a semester off and travelled to Italy together 
with my cousin Connie Costanzo (a Mercy Student). She did work experience in Italy, HR in Milan and 
I worked in a private English school teaching English to Italians.  On my return home I completed my 
course and landed a teaching position at St. Paul’s in Coburg. I taught Prep and Grade one for seven 
years until I left on maternity leave. 

Can you reflect on the significance of your friendship group? 
Some of the friends made at Mercy have become lifelong friends through our many milestones from 
getting married to having children. We are a proud group of Mercy girls and among us we have 18 
children. Our children are all similar age groups and they too enjoy spending time together. Amongst my 
closest Mercy girlfriends, we have a variety of career paths from Health to Business!

Top left: Leah Battistone, Gabriella D’Alessandro, Maria Zervoulias, Connie Costanzo, Josie Catania, 
Bianca Santalucia 

Bottom left: Sera De Pace, Natasha Brancaleone, Marinella Costanzo 

Continuing through the ages
 milestone years  Class of 1999 and Class of 2009

Showcasing..fun and creativity through the Arts and Year 12 retreats 
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Lakeisha Fosbender-Kotsalis and Theodoula Vorenas  
Class of2019 College Co-Captains

We are proud to uphold our Mercy tradition.

In keeping with our 2019 College theme:

‘Find your way with MERCY’

We walk with you to represent our forebearers 
and lead our student body to embrace our Mercy 
journey in striving for a pathway to success.

College Co-Captains Class of 2019
Lakeisha and Theodoula reflect on their experience

My experience: Lakeisha Fosbender-Kotsalis
Compassion, Excellence, Hospitality and Justice are the four core 
mantras that Mercy College has taught me to follow since my 
orientation day in year 7 and with doing so, has shaped the person I 
have become today. As a co-captain of Mercy College and through 
co-curricular activities and past leadership roles, meeting and guiding 
students to strive to do their best was the most rewarding part of my 
leadership. It was this leadership opportunity that inspired me to aim 
high and leave my mark on the college and make a difference in the lives 
of students and staff even if small. I believe through my experience, 
the immense ongoing support provided by teachers allows the girls 
to strive to their highest capability and work towards a goal-focused 
future. In my concluding weeks at Mercy and the many visits to the 
Principal’s office for a cup of coffee and a chat, Ms Lila McInerney said, 

‘always remember you are a Mercy girl, and are always welcome with open arms at any time’. 
It’s how these words make me feel that sums up how proud I am to be a part of the Mercy community.  

My experience: Theodoula Vorenas 
Whilst many may be quick to believe that high school is merely about 
completing countless assignments and working tirelessly for the 
highly anticipated ATAR, this notion is very much challenged at Mercy 
College. Throughout my time at the College I was encouraged to do 
my best academically. I was taught and mentored by teachers who 
supported each and every one of their students to reach their own 
goals. Concurrently however, these teachers were also the ones who 
taught me how to be a strong woman; a leader, someone who has a 
voice and someone who is able to vocalise their beliefs to benefit the 
greater good. These teachers who epitomised the importance of 

women in leadership instilled a sense of belief in every student that with passion, hard work and 
determination anything is able to be achieved. As an aspiring lawyer it was the wise words of these 
teachers that ultimately motivated me and guided me on my journey to success. 

In addition, my co captaincy is something that provided me with a sense of identity and belonging 
during my final year of secondary school. It provided me with an avenue to escape from, the at times 
overwhelming nature of Year 12. My role enabled me to liaise with the Student Executive and develop 
ways in which we could better the learning environment at the College for all. I worked closely with staff 
and students across all year levels and hope that they will remember me as someone who was a kind and 
compassionate leader. Someone who listened and someone who genuinely cared. At times the role was 
stressful, nonetheless with the support of the Student Executive and our principal Ms Lila McInerney, the 
role was nothing short of rewarding. Having served the College community is something that I am very 
thankful for, and I will always be proud to say that I am a Mercy girl. 
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Annie Driver Class of2015
Meet my sister, Emily Driver

 Class of2013
Annie Driver (pictured on the right) reflects on her involvement in the Mercy 
and Parade Colleges’ 2019 Musical – The Addams Family 

When I was asked if I could assist in the musical, I jumped at the opportunity.  Of 
course, I would! Musicals were always a big part of my time here as a student. 
Having been assigned the role of assistant choreographer allowed me to not 
only assist in teaching dances created by the amazing choreographer herself, 
Caitlin Lamont, but the opportunity to choreograph my own dance for the whole 
ensemble! How about that? 

I also assisted in the hair and makeup area of the show, and enjoyed organising (alongside the costume 
director from Parade) all the hair and makeup designs for the cast! 

Without further ado, I would like to present my amazing sister, Emily Driver, 
Class of 2013, who from a young age had a vision to be a nurse.  

I remember one Christmas we visited my grandmother in ICU and a nurse came 
over and fixed her pillow and I remember telling myself that, I would fix people’s 
pillows for them... little did 7-year-old Emily know that 15 years later I would be 
doing just that. 

Graduating from Mercy in 2013 I had earnt a scholarship into ACU, allowing me to get a course offer with 
my ATAR. I started my Bachelor of nursing in 2014 and soon realized it wasn’t all fluffing pillows and 
making cups of tea. At the end of my second year I decided to take a year off University to work, and 
travel.

2016 was a pivotal year for me. Unfortunately, I had some health concerns that year, and had to leave one 
of my part time jobs purely because my body couldn’t handle it. It was a stressful time for my family, my 
friends and me. However, at the end of that year (2016) I went to Europe for 5 weeks where I did a 3-week 
Contiki, I made some amazing friends and had a wonderful time. 

I finished my degree in 2017, and after many stressful nights filling in applications, many breakdowns and 
interviews, I secured a job as a graduate nurse (similar to a 4th year of uni within a hospital). 

Now I work as a registered nurse in an  Acute Oncology, Hematology and Palliative Care ward. I can 
honestly say I have the most rewarding job I could have ever imagined. I have the opportunity to 
encourage people in their lowest of lows and congratulate people when they have their highest of highs, 
and have learnt just how precious life is and how quickly everything can change. 

Sisterly love
There’s nothing like it

A feeling of warmth and trust
Because you see, she has my back ..

I can rely on her on whatever I do
Guiding me and applauding me too. 

                                       Yes, that’s my dear sister, a friend who is true.                       Diane Psaila March 2019

Mother’s’ Day 2019
A celebration of all significant women

Jenny Borg, Class of 1976 Form 4. 
‘Thank you to the Mercy College community for 
the lovely afternoon tea, candle and friendly 
company in celebration of all significant 
women. My periodical visits to the school as an 
Alumni are always welcoming experiences and 
today was no exception!’

From left: Joy Walsh, Jenny Borg, Diane Psaila, Lila 
McInerney, Diana Heim, Maree Salm 

Mothers’ Day-Diane Psaila 12th May 2019

Shades of Autumn
I sat under an ornamental pear tree yesterday.

The breeze gently loosened the leaves from their 
branches.

They fell like a cascade of coloured confetti.   
Rich shades of red, pink, yellow and brown.            

I thought of you then Mum.
 Each Autumn there is the anticipation to see the same.            

Yet, each year, the feeling of deep warmth and beauty is 
unique. 

 This is how I feel about you. 
 Through the passage of time, 
my awareness is heightened.                                                                                      

Your love and wisdom enrich my life.
A precious bond that is timeless.
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First House of Mercy Baggot St Dublin
Alumni President visits Catherine’’s house

Journal extract:   1st July 2019 
Dublin, Ireland. 
First House of Mercy, 64A Baggot Street
Tour of Catherine’s House @ 10am 

It’s a short walk from the bus stop to the Mercy International Centre 
As I make my approach, I am overcome with feelings of awe and curiosity.

A white building comes into view. A grand entry of steps and columns, ornate side lights and 
an overhead fantail encase the bright red double doors. They stand solid and tall, sporting 
polished brass hardware and number ‘64A’. Although, it isn’t what immediately catches my 
eye to indicate that I have reached my destination.  Instead my gaze falls on a life size statue 
of Catherine McAuley with her hand outstretched as if to guide my way and the other hand 
around a woman holding a baby. 

My first impression is from what I have come to know,  a strong message of commitment in reaching out to help protect 
and educate people in need, but at the same time, there is a great feeling of connection to the spirit of Catherine, her 
tremendous courage and dedication to continue with her mission when faced with the many challenges that seemed 
impossible to beat during her era. 

I wonder if my friend, Ulla Devitt, who came along with me, a local Dubliner and colleague when she lived in Melbourne, 
feels the same way too. This is where the Mercy story began and I feel privileged to be here. 

Our host Margaret Roche, MIA, warmly greets us and we are soon led up to the first floor, up the same staircase 
that Catherine would have used so many times while she lived here. We begin by watching a film on Catherine’s 
remarkable life, and then a tour of the house built in dedication to Mary, the Mother of Mercy, to help the poor 
people of Dublin, particularly women and children.

We pass through many purposeful and sacred places that hold symbolic treasures of the past. Catherine was well 
educated and known in influential circles using her astute business sense to manage her home and pursue her 
vision. Her cousin Catherine Byrn, and Catherine’s first companion, Mary Ann Doyle, were the first Sisters of Mercy. 
Nowadays, there are 8000 Sisters of Mercy in over 40 countries helping people in need and providing education.    

At our tour end, we enjoy a delicious treat of scones with jam, cream and ‘a good cup of tea’ in the room Catherine 
had set up as a dining room that is still used for gatherings today. A true experience of hospitality. A gift of our 1st 
Edition – Our Mercy Alumni Magazine with a note from our Principal, Lila McInerney, is well received by Margaret 
Roche.

As we are about to take our leave, Margaret Scroope, RSM, meets us at the main floor corridor. I feel a great 
sense of having come full circle, of a pride of place and fulfillment that my life journey has brought me here to 
honour the memory of our foundress, Catherine McAuley.  I echo Catherine’s words to say it is not enough when 
there is more to be done. Find your way with Mercy has a deeper meaning; it’s more than embracing our values 
for the sole purpose of our own well-being, it’s walking a path to help others in testimony of those values.     
     
Diane Psaila - Alumni President 

                                                                                                                                                        ‘We can never say it is enough’
                                                                                From the Writings of Catherine McAuley, Familiar instructions, p2

My Legacy To The Institute Is Charuty
Catherine McAuley

My legacy to the institute is charity: If you preserve the peace and union which have never yet been
violated among us, you will feel,even in this world, a happiness that will suprise you and be to you a 

foretaste of the bliss prepared for every one of you in heaven.
                                                                                             Quoted in Carroll, The Life of Catherine McAuley, p. 435     
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House Matters 
Catherine belongs to all of us 

What is our history of our House Patrons - Marian (Blue), Kane (Red), Frayne (Green), O’Hea (Gold), and 
Thecla (Purple)? Students and staff are members of one of the Patron Houses which are identified in 
detail on our College website under Student Wellbeing.

I do remember asking the students why McAuley was not included as one of the
           House Patrons and their response was that ‘Catherine belongs to all of us’.

                                                                Former Mercy College Principal, Mrs Elizabeth Monahan (2000 – 2010)  

The Ruby Anniversary 1965 – 2005 – Celebrating 40 Years of Excellence, provided the information that 
the current House Patrons came to be as part of the 2004 / 5 review of the House System and it was the 
Student Executive who explored the names. 

Former Mercy College Principal, Mrs Elizabeth Monahan (2000 – 2010) 

 “When I commenced at Mercy there were four Houses - Earth, Wind, Fire and Water. I cannot recall which 
colour was associated with each but they were green, red, blue and gold. In practice they were referred to 
by the colours rather than the names.
 
…. We retained the earlier colours and added purple. The students produced a shortlist of potential names 
and after much discernment arrived at the final five.”

‘I can recall the student leaders ‘explaining’ that their recommendations formed a thread through the 
history of the college along the lines of being inspired by Mary (Marian), the early Sisters of Mercy came to 
Australia (Frayne), eventually arriving in Coburg on land provided by the parish priest (O’Hea). The Sisters 
provided the first Principal (Thecla) and the College was strongly supported from its very early days by the 
then President of Canonical Administrators (Kane)’.

The spirit of Catherine McAuley does belong to all of us; a figure of warmth spreading goodwill to all in 
its reach. Sr Ursula Frayne was chosen to lead a small group of Sisters from Dublin, Ireland to Fremantle, 
Australia. It was through her leadership and commitment that the first secondary school for girls was 
established in 1846. 

Our Sisters of Mercy who until recently lived in the convent next door to the College have selflessly 
devoted their lives to support those in need in our societies. How special would it be to share a little of 
their memorable times?  An afternoon visit to the convent was duly organised to connect in a welcomed 
and relaxed setting to question and listen as they reminisced on their service journeys. 

There I was, in the delightful company of Sisters of Mercy Margaret Conlon, Ursula Gilbert, Maureen 
Lohrey and Cathy Solano, falling into easy conversation over a ‘good cup of tea.’

Sisters of Mercy
Our Centre is God

Sr Cathy Solano RSM pictured on the left, with Rosalba Houghton, both 
Mercy alumni, Class of 1976 Form 4, taken at a recent reunion, reflects on 
her journey as a Sister of Mercy. 

I enjoyed my time in schools: Academy (Fitzroy), St Joseph’s (Mildura), St 
Aloysius (Nth Melbourne) The teachers’ Training College, Karachi, Pakistan and 
working for education programs in refugee camps in Uganda and also Sudan 
(Nuba Mountains) and South Sudan. I had a great experience as an intern of 10 
weeks at our Mercy Global Concern Office at the United Nations in New York.

Karachi, Pakistan was tough because it was a very male dominated culture with military rule and tensions 
between Muslim, Hindu and Christian denominations… but great work because we were educating adept 
local teachers. 

I’ve always appreciated the quality holistic education I received at Mercy and then Geoghegan. It was a 
values-based academic education and the example of the Sisters and lay men and women who taught us 
was practical and reflected their purpose to bring out the best in us.  

I remember the extension Math’s program by Mr Hogan, the cross country runs, the walkathons to raise 
money, the visits to prisoners at Pentridge, softball on the roundabout and good friendships, fun and 
freedom, despite the rules that existed. 

It is good to see the new buildings that have been erected and the new directions in leadership that each 
Principal has brought – all adding value to the development of the College and encouragement for the 
students.
Maureen Lowrey RSM, pictured on the left, Sr Ursula RSM in the 
middle and Sr Margaret RSM on the right. Image was taken at an 
afternoon celebration of all inspirational women. 

The most memorable times for me have been when I’ve been able to help 
the desperately sad asylum seekers on Christmas Island when they were 
in ‘Limbo’ – being held without hope for their future. Another is setting 
up basic education for hundreds of Vietnamese children and keeping them occupied on an island in the 
South China Sea.  Building and setting up schools in the jungle of N.W. Thailand for Karenni refugees from 
Burma and finally working with Sudanese refugees in N.W Uganda; training parents to teach their children 
basic education.

The good changes evident in all Mercy schools and Colleges – and there are many, fill me with confidence, 
including the teachers who carry wonderful education to all our ‘Mercy’ schools is cause for gratitude.  
Over the past several years we have conducted programs for our leaders in Dublin where Catherine 
McAuley began the good work.  This has been greatly appreciated and has been very beneficial to ensuring 
that the Mercy Spirit continues and flourishes in Australia.

We should be as the compass that goes round its circle without stirring from its centre – our centre is 
God, from whom all our actions should spring as from their source. 
                                                                           From the writings of Catherine McAuley - Retreat Instructions, p. 154
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First Year Out
Class of2018
 We’’re back

‘It seems like yesterday that we were here studying for our end of year exams!’
‘It’s good to be back as first year Alumni to catch up with school friends and see teachers too!’

 
Advice ladies?’
‘Make the most of your time at 
Mercy’. ‘Looking back, it was a 
learning curve in discovering our 
strengths’.
‘The teachers are there to help 
us reach our goals so, students, 
ask for their guidance and help’.

Front row left to right:  Mary Carmen, Siana Tomarchio, Jingyu Wang, Nicole Markis, Brianna Dal Col, 
Katherine Dawn Manalo, Tiffany Borrelli.
Back row left to right: Ms Kay Toll, Therese Moffitt, Jiaxi Liao, Katherine Hua, Bianca Fatone, Filomena 
Rosella, Shashika Pathiranage, Victoria Ursino, Chiara Beccia, Nicole Nabbout, Mikayla Burrell, Nicola 
Veneris, Amanda Hanna, Ms Lila McInerney.

Compassion Justice Hospitality Excellence

Dalia Hermes (nee Yousif
Class of 1998

Typewriters to keyboards, the technological world unleashed 
Dalia, what are some of your memorable times as a Mercy student? 
 Wonderful school friendships and our enthusiastic and supportive teachers; History 
lessons with Mrs Jeffrey, Psychology & Maths Methods lessons with Miss Maragos, 
Geography lessons with Mrs Wickremasinghe and finally, Textiles lessons with Mrs 
Hickey. Textiles lessons were great fun and I enjoyed making my own creations. My 
mum still wears a satin navy-blue dressing gown that I made for her.  Our group 
researched India for Asian Studies Day. Mrs Wickremasinghe lent us her beautiful and 
colourful Saris to wear.

The photo shows me with two friends at our India stall, 
one of whom, Niki (right), is a treasured friend to this 
day. Romina, (left); we used to live close to each other 
and we keep in touch via social media.

Did you set out with a career plan?  
The senior students were the first cohort to start using computers. This unlocked 
a whole new world for me as it meant we progressed from using typewriters (yes 
typewriters!) to keyboards! I was going to university, as this was a major factor in 
my parents having migrated to Australia in 1981 – for a better future for our family, 
and it was my way to show gratitude. The late Ms Cassell, our VCE Coordinator at 
the time, helped me to unpack my interests in Information Technology and realising that my other interests in 
Textiles, Accounting and Psychology needed to lie in wait for now. The technological world had arrived and I 
was ready to harness that opportunity. I was accepted at La Trobe University to study a Bachelor of Computer 
Science with a merit-based scholarship. Not for me though, so after the first year I transferred to a Bachelor of 
Information Systems, taking on electives in Accounting and Criminology (Psychology).

On graduation I had the offer of doing my Honours year, however I declined as I was eager to join the corporate 
world and begin my professional career. I provided IT systems training for a company in the manufacturing 
industry who had just implemented a new Systems Applications and Products (SAP) warehousing system across 
all their Victorian retail branches. I then joined a software development company in the private sector as a System 
Tester and progressed to roles such as Second in Charge Test Manager and Business Analyst. 

When I married and children came along, I decided after 6 years that I needed to re-prioritise my needs. I embarked 
on the IT journey in the public sector at the Department of Human Services (now DHHS). As a Senior Business 
Analyst – translating non-technical language from the business into technical terms for the IT ‘nerds’ to develop 
and deliver IT systems which provided services to the Victorian community, such as housing and child protection 
computer programs. Gaining valuable experience, I pursued further job applications still within DHHS from an IT 
Business Partner to Business Engagement Manager. Currently, I am in an organisational transformation role as 
Manager for Corporate Services Transformation which took me out of my comfort zone of IT speak and in an area 
that is new to me. Each new role at DHHS is like starting at a new organisation. 

Have you maintained any school friendships? 
Before social media, it was difficult to maintain all the friendships from Mercy, 
however I value the close friendships I had and still have to this day particularly 
with Niki whom I met in year 10 and Linda, pictured here with me, whom 
I met in year 7.
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Celebrating 50 Years of Mercy Alumni
October Annual Reunion

 It’s celebration and showtime
Annie Driver Class of 2015, Producer, Choreographer, Cast

Write about the brief you were given by the Alumni President 
to embrace our milestone celebration: A mini Broadway show – 
a mix of song and dance 
I remember the day Diane contacted me to discuss the potential of 
organising a show for this milestone reunion. Of course, anything 
musical related I was very excited to hop on board for! Diane had 
explained to me that it was a celebration of the past 50 years and it 
would be incredible to have something that is fun, energetic and a 
showcase of our talents here at Mercy College. I had so many ideas 
running through my mind of potentail songs, themes, dancing 
routines. With Diane’s support I was able to put these into action.

Linking showtime with the Mercy values 
To make this not only a show, but to have it link to Mercy College in some way, I decided to base the 
song choices around the Mercy values; Hospitality, Justice, Excellence, Compassion. Although they 
were introduced in 2011, I believed that the message behind them were timeless and they were four 
keywords that really emphasised what Mercy has always done and continues to do. These four values all 
showcased different aspects of Mercy tradition e.g. social justice, community, learning and education 
and charity and although they reflected four different corners of Mercy, I thought it would be nice to 
highlight them but in a unified way - through the use of song and dance! Besides, one of our values is 
Hospitality, of course we have to put on a show! 

Your choice of cast and crew and their background
I have always said, no matter where I am, what I am doing, I will always be a part of Mercy. This encouraged 
me to invite current and past Mercy girls to be part of the show. Through working with many talented 
girls, I knew the four girls involved would be fantastic entertainers. The emcee also added that extra 
special flare! The current Mercy students (years 7, 8 and 11 in 2019) represented what it is to be a Mercy 
girl. They are kind, compassionate and eager to participate. 

When looking to engage past students, I knew Liz and Raquel were both such talented ladies who could 
belt a tune as I also had the privilege of sharing the stage with them in previous College musicals. They 
are role models both on and off stage so I knew that when I got to work with them again one day, I would 
be very lucky. I also decided to reach out to some Old Paradians; Joe, Daniel and Matthew who I had 
rekindled friendships with since Encore 21. Having us perform all together meant a great deal to me as 
it showed our strong connection and emphasis on community and bringing everyone together. As for 
crew, Michael Donato was my person of choice as we have developed a good friendship over the past 
few years and are also work colleagues. Having Michael assist through the process was a huge support. 

Producer Choreographer 
Annie’s Vision

Your choice of song and dance – how do they relate to the theme
When looking at the song choices, I decided to focus on the four milestone years: 1965, 1969, 2015 
and 2019. From there, I researched song hits from those years and picked the ones that had the most 
significance or the ones that spread the message of our Mercy values. For example, “Shallows” by Lady 
Gaga and Bradley Cooper represented a strong emphasis on social justice. In an article I read about the 
meaning of this song, it discussed the idea of “a simple conversation” between men and women and 
how they listen to one another, talk about challenges but are on equal terms. To me, that struck a chord 
as I believed that our value of Justice (and also Compassion) shows equality between men and women 
and how when we as women stand up and use our voice, we are heard. When focusing on the value of 
Hospitality, I really just wanted to have some fun with this and new the audience would love a song or 
two to bop to so when discussing about Hospitality, I knew having some fun with Jackson 5 would be a 
hit! 

How it came together – rehearsals in the Performing Arts Space (PAS)  
With the recennt renovations,  the PAS looked amazing! It almost felt nostalgic coming back and 
creatively working in this space, it was funny to see Liz and Raquel talk about the changes! I also wanted 
to make use of the new light and sound box and I sure did have a lot of fun up there setting lights and 
sound. 

We held all our rehearsals in the PAS so the cast could get used to the stage and space. I wanted them to 
be confident in their performances so getting familiar with their stage was key. As we all had very busy 
schedules, it was difficult to get us all together at the one time, we created an online platform where 
I could share lyrics/backing tracks and information with everyone. For the majority of the time it was 
a lot of one-on-one work with each singer as we practiced their songs but when we joined togther as 
a group it felt amazing. I dedicated time with the dancers over the holidays to choreograph and clean 
routines as they are just as important as the singers. The girls were all so fantastic to work with that 
we had choreographed and cleaned all the dances in one day. As well as rehearsals,  Michael and I also 
spent time setting/plotting lights and checking sounds and mics which was tedious but so much fun. 

Organising a show for the first time was a challenge but so rewarding.I learnt so much and feel a new 
sense of confidence when taking on new projects. 

Annual Alumni Reunion 
 20th October 2019 

A musical interlude 
Meet the Cast and Crew 
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Michael Donato

Old Paradian 2017 

Assistant Producer 

Raquel Martins Class of 2014 

Being a part of the showcase was an amazing opportunity to connect 
with past Mercy girls who I went to school with and have performed 
alongside since year 7.

It was also incredible to see the talent of the current Mercy girls and 
have them participate in the show too. Performing allows us to connect 
with each other and entertain those around us. 

I look forward to be involved in upcoming shows and a big thank you 
and congratulations to all those involved. Well done! 

 

 

Matthew Casamento, Old Paradian 2018

The Alumni performance was such a fun experience that 
allowed me to reconnect with old friends again! Having 
been a part of the Mercy College community for nearly 8 
years, it was such a privilege to perform at such a special 
event. 

A big congratulations to everyone who was involved and a 
massive thank-you to all those who came and supported us 
and continue to do so!

A Musical Interlude behind the scenes 
Meet the cast and crew

A Musical Interlude behind the scenes 
Meet the cast and crew

Daniel Allaoui, Old Paradian 2014

Performances like these are an amazing way for both Mercy 
and Parade Alumni to remain connected to their high school 
communities as the years progress.

Through the outlet of musical performance that we all enjoy; we 
can unite and share a passion while still maintaining strong long-
lasting friendships. I enjoyed this performance and cannot wait to 
take part in many more to come! 

 

 

Elizabeth Psaila, Class of 2013

It was so lovely to be back at Mercy for this celebration! 

I was honoured to be part of this performance with so many talented individuals 
that I had the pleasure of performing with during my years at Mercy. 

A big thank you to Annie Driver and the alumni committee for the opportunity 
to come back to my alma mater and perform. I hope to keep this connection 
with Mercy College. 

Joseph Lotesto, Old Paradian 2012

It was an absolute pleasure to be a part of the Mercy College reunion. 

To be on stage with such great people really warms my heart. I was reminded 
of the amount of talent that I was surrounded by on stage during school 
musicals and it is great that through this connection we have come together 
again. It was good to see current Mercy students enjoy their performance.  
It was fantastic. 

This goes to show how such community connections such as those made 
through Parade and Mercy College mean a lot to so many people. 
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Current Students
An Experience to Treasure

Eva Brazzani Year 8

Being a part of the Mercy College Performing Arts has been one of the best experiences I have 
had this year. I highly encourage any student to be part of this community as it is a fun way 
to make close friends who feel like a second family. The opportunity to perform in the Alumni 
showcase was a special experience and I hope to continue to be a part of many more. 

 

 

Mia Brazzani Year 11

Being a part of the 2019 musical interlude was an extremely rewarding experience. I was able 
to meet and connect with so many new people and we were able to work together as a team to 
produce an amazing production. Without a doubt, one of the highlights of my year. 

 

                                                                                                                     Laura De Filippis Year 11

I have been a part of the school musicals ever since I was in Year 10 and I can confidently say that 
some of my best memories that I have are through my involvement of the school productions. So, 
of course I was ecstatic to be part of another form of a musical performance. By performing, I can 
express myself and be around people with the same passion as me- performing. Performing has 
definitely shaped me into the person I have become today and the teachers involved have challenged 
me to try new things I would have never thought of trying before if someone hadn't given me the 
confidence I needed. It was also an amazing opportunity to meet new (but old students) and work 
with such a talented group of people.

Christina De Filippis Year 7

As this was my first year being part of the Mercy College performing arts community, I was happy 
this was an opportunity for me. My confidence and self-esteem have, by far increased, helping me 
as a performer and an everyday high school student. I have made many unforgettable memories 
during my time at the musicals both on stage and off stage and am happy I can add this performance 
to the list. I am super grateful for this experience and being able to work with teachers and students 
(past and present) that have supported me and offered me all of these opportunities.

                                                                                                     Ruby Chahoud Year 7

I really enjoyed being chosen to be the MC of the 50-year Mercy Alumni 2019 celebration. I spoke on 
behalf of my college and school community which I really enjoyed because it helped make my first 
year at Mercy very enjoyable. I read about the amazing Mercy College school values that are always 
taken into consideration at Mercy. It was a fantastic privilege and a wonderful experience. 

 

Professional and Entertaining
We Applaud you

Generations of cast and crew, 
past and present, came together 

to showcase their musical flair.  
‘Outstanding and entertaining 

performance! What a way to 
celebrate our Alumni journey!’ 

Foundation Students.  

We applaud you!

In gratitude, 

Mercy Alumni 
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School tours  Photos  classmates
It’s great to be back to catch up and reminisce

Class of 1989 – 30 Years (right)
Silvana Gagliardi (bottom left)
‘I enjoy attending the reunions over the years, 
particularly the milestone years. It’s a wonderful 
place to catch up with my classmates to see 
what they have been up to; career paths, travel, 
family etc. The reunions are exciting, uplifting 
and to see the photo boards on the school 
fence along Sydney Road brings on a smile 
each morning on my way to work’. 

Turn back time!
Song  Dance  Teachers  Uniforms

Daniella Paidi,     
Class of 2007, 
Pictured with 
Diane Psaila, 
Jenni Hickey 

and Nadine Bond. 

‘A walk down memory 
lane! Lovely to visit 
my old College, meet 
teachers and see the 
uniform and photo 

displays’.
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Claudia Russo Class of1986 Year 10 10
Embracing multiculturism 

Hi Diane, I notice on ‘LinkedIn’ that you attended Mercy College Coburg. I was 
a student at Mercy College from 1983 until 1986. 
I actually know the Principal, Lila McInerney. She was my supervising teacher at 
Therry College, Broadmeadows in 1992

That’s amazing Claudia! It’s a small world! Year 10, 1986?
Yes, I completed Year 7 until Year 10. Year 11 was not introduced to the College until 
1988, so sadly, I had to find a new school to complete my VCE studies. I enjoyed my 
time at Mercy. My favourite subjects were English and Italian. My teachers were: 
Miss. Mosca, Signora Bianchi, Mr. Zappone, Mr. Bruzzese, Mrs. Crispo, Mr. Joy, 
Sister Diane and Mrs. Agricola, just to name a few!

Special memories of your College days?
I was a Prefect in Year 10 and enjoyed playing Lacrosse. The Year 10 Ball was special with St. Joseph’s Marist 
Brothers’ College, North Fitzroy, Therry College, Broadmeadows and St. Joseph’s Christian Brothers’ College.  
What a challenge it was to learn the traditional dances with the boys, but very entertaining at the same time!

Mercy College was very multicultural. Girls came from all different backgrounds. I loved this about the school.
 A friendship between eight school friends formed in Year 7, 1983 and is proudly still going strong today. I enjoyed 
the teaching and learning experiences the College provided. Religious Education Program and the Social Justice 
initiatives inspired me. One example is ‘Rice Day’. We only had rice for the day and we donated to Ethiopia to 
improve their sanitation. It was another value I took away from the Catholic ethos; 
that being selfless is a precious gift. 

I had decided to be a school teacher at the age of 5. I loved to gather my stuffed toys 
in my bedroom and form a classroom and I was the teacher. Seventeen years later 
that dream became my reality. 

I completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honours Degree at the University of Melbourne 
and then went on to complete a Graduate Diploma in Education at the Australian 
Catholic University - Mercy Campus. In 2016 I completed a Certificate IV in Assessment 
and Training. 

I work as a Languages Consultant, and this work has allowed me to teach overseas, 
both in Indonesia and Italy in 2016 and 2018. It was a remarkable experience. I 
also visited USA and I visited Harvard University. It was wonderful to observe how 
students live on campus and all of their study choices. Visiting Singapore was beautiful and I enjoyed my time at 
an International School. Both the staff and students were very friendly and knowledgeable. 

I am blessed my career has included travel but more so, that I was able to connect with other cultures which has 
boosted my personal growth. I have come to realise that our youth in every part of the world are unique but are 
connected with one common thread: they all want to be loved, respected and educated!

Maintaining my school friendships has meant that I have sisters for life. I did not grow up with sisters 
but my dear friends from College mean the world to me. They have supported me during the recent and 
sudden passing of my beloved dad. I feel very blessed to have these special friends, and my beloved family 
too, who are my strength and inspire me to be a better person every single day.  Claudia Russo

All Souls Day 2019
Memories are forever Alumni RIP

Our Annual Alumni Reunion, was a wonderful gathering of generations coming together 
to celebrate a proud 50 Years of Mercy Alumni.  We embraced, we laughed, we reminisced, 
we caught up, we toured, we were entertained, we applauded and we posed for many 
photographs. We were spoilt with hospitality of delicious finger foods washed down of 
course, with a ‘good cup of tea’ and a parting gift of the traditional ‘teacup and saucer’. 

Our foundress Catherine McAuley would be beaming with pride.  

Our Alumni theme, fitting in with the 2019 College theme, ‘Find your way with MERCY’, 
was chosen to not only connect all of us; past, present and future, it was to remember our 
dearly departed Alumni who have sadly left their time on Earth.

Alumni reunion gatherings are also a time to acknowledge their significance and 
contribution to our lives. We pray for your safe journey until we meet again 
Rest in eternal peace.

Bianca Failla is pictured on the right next to Natasha Walsh also from 
Class of 2004.  Bianca completed a Bachelor of Social Science and a Bachelor 
of Laws, and is currently completing a Master of Human Rights Law at the 
University of Melbourne.

Most recently, Bianca is a Lawyer with Victorian Legal Aid, where she has 
provided casework and representation for clients in child protection and 
youth crime. 

Bianca volunteered as a Solicitor at the Mental Health Legal Centre and at Refugee Legal, providing legal advice 
to vulnerable Victorians experiencing co-occurring mental health and legal concerns, including human rights and 
discrimination law. She has also carried out the role of a Conciliation/Investigation Officer at the Australian Human 
Rights Commission and has been a volunteer Solicitor at Women’s Legal Service NSW. Bianca completed a legal 
internship in 2013 at the Projects Abroad Human Rights Office in South Africa.

As a Child Protection Solicitor with DHHS, Bianca provided practical and strategic legal advice to the Department’s 
Child Protection Program to facilitate the ongoing protection of children from abuse and neglect, advocated for 
the rights of children. 

We applaud and thank you Bianca for sharing your journey as a Human Rights advocate. Representing Mercy 
values: Compassion, Justice, Hospitality, Excellence; our current students, indeed all of us here, can connect 
with the dedication and hard work it takes to make true our goals. Jenni Hickey
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Alba Aquilina nee Cavallo 
Class of 1971 Form 5

Black Saturday:  Terror, loss, my family are safe
‘Dear Mercy College, I lost all my possessions in the 2009 Black Saturday 
Fires. I am hoping I can have copies made of class year photographs? I 
am also keen to make contact with a couple of girls I used to spend a lot 
of time with at the College. They are Mary Vella and Nance Lagreca. My 
mother had this newspaper cutting of a visit to St Patrick’s Cathedral’.

On the 11th anniversary of the Black Saturday fires, I drove out to meet 
with Alba at a Yarra Glen café. 

‘‘My heart goes out to all those 
affected by the current bushfires’’, 
says Alba.  ‘‘It won’t seem real right 
now, like a horrific nightmare. 
Just like that, you are stripped 
of everything that is familiar and 
have worked hard for, from basic 
necessities to our livelihoods, but 
above all this, there is much to 
be thankful for after the shock, 
realisation and desperation hits. We know we were the lucky ones. We 
survived. Life is so precious and our perspective on what really matters has 
been our mantra since that awful time in our lives.”

When I left Mercy, my main job was working for an insurance company 
and helping out for a while at my parent’s mixed business in Coburg.  I was 
married in 1974 and have been blessed with one son, three daughters and 

nine grandchildren. We shifted homes a few times and ended up at a beautiful, 60-acre property in Dixons Creek. 

I surprised my doctors when I survived ovarian / uterus cancer in my late forties. It wasn’t my time. Then Black 
Saturday came; the sudden wind change fanned the ferocious fire wall, ripping it through the Yarra Valley and 
surrounds, and our home was in its path. My grandson Oscar, became the face of Save the Children for the Red 
Cross. He was a 2-year-old at the time and now he is 14 and attends Mt Lilydale Mercy College. Oscar was lucky 
to have survived because we were all trapped from 5pm Saturday until we were rescued on Sunday morning. 
Darkness, fear, and the air thick with smoke, stung our eyes and made it extremely hard to breathe. Again, it 
wasn’t our time. 

We had just buried my mother the day before and had a box of photographs and keepsakes that we had brought in 
from the garage. I had my wedding veil there too that my third daughter was to wear on her upcoming wedding. 
It amazes us to this day that the home was burnt to the ground yet the garage remained intact. How meaningful 
is the saying now, ‘a moment in time and place’?

One of my daughters, Megan, at age 27 had a massive stroke and miraculously survived it and her two children have 
their mother. You would think that it all would have destroyed us making us bitter for our losses and hardships, 
but instead, we have our faith and it has brought us closer together. A weekly gathering for Sunday lunch around 
the family table has a greater significance that many could ever imagine. 

My message to our community is to work hard, but work at something you are passionate about. Make 
each day a memory you will treasure. Believe me when I say that this and the love of family and friends are 
everything. Alba Aquilina 

Karen Ostenreid
Class  1978  Form 4 

A story of attitude, resilience and leadership
As a guest at a Class of 1978 reunion lunch, I met Karen Ostenreid from Kinglake. Karen spoke fondly of her life long school 
friend- Helen Broderick nee Kennedy and of her accomplished career that includes stage performances, working at medical 
research institutes, achieving, at the tender age of 23, an invitation to work in Heidelberg, Germany, on cancer research. 
Karen’s biology knowledge had seen her sought after across Australia. Life took on a new turn in her forties. Besides 
publishing her knowledge on presentation skills, she has combined her stage experience with communicating in the 
business world working as a public speaker and motivator.  Her toolbox? A vast knowledge and use of horse intellect. Then 
came Black Saturday. A remarkable story of resilience, success and recovery…

My passion was to follow a career in the arts as I was singing professionally by the age of 15, but my working-class parents 
said I should get a REAL JOB. Initially, I wanted to get into Physical Education specialising in rehabilitation or sports therapy 
or even physiotherapy, however, I missed 3 months of school because of ill health, so I needed to rethink my university 
preferences.  A mistake, I found out, as my first preference would have landed me in Physical Education with special 
consideration. 

The second preference was physiotherapy with an opportunity to transfer 4 years later as I achieved high results for my 
Applied Science. However, part time applicants were frowned upon, so I stayed in science.  I’m so glad I did.  By the age of 
36 I worked my way up to Chief Operations Officer at a highly specialised International biotech company in Perth that I was 
instrumental in establishing.

I worked as a lab tech straight out of school at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute (WEHI), Australia’s oldest medical research 
institute, and studied a certificate in Applied Science part time purely on the basis that I liked learning about biology and 
blood, and how the body works. I had fantastic mentors, leaders and colleagues and landed in Germany where my father 
was born for a year and can boast that I was the first person to do so without a degree.  

Today, life is vastly different. In science, I developed creative thinking and resilience. In pure research you’ll have many 
failures before achieving success. My qualifications extend to outdoor education, agriculture and teaching singing and 
performance, public speaking and media coaching. I enjoy musical theatre and when I can, I do art.  I now have a small 
business, developing essential life and business skills using horses. It’s the best job!

I was influenced by the religious ethos of helping others which was strong throughout my Catholic schooling, and have 
volunteered all my life.  This stops me from being blindly naïve and appreciative of everything I have. Black Saturday, nearly 
destroyed me. We lost almost everything and my beloved horses, all but two, gone. In January 2020, I was a guest speaker 
on Channel 10 – The Project, offering valuable advice to bushfire victims as the shock can interfere with your normally 
adept mind.   

My focus is to help develop individuals, teams and leaders and further develop leadership programs for companies 
as well as assist life skills for those in recovery and with disabilities.   My business, The Matanya Effect exists so that 
the leaders of the future are not just profit driven. We promote a bottom line of Purpose, People, Potential, Planet, 
Performance, Profit and Philanthropy.

Attitude, is everything. Life can change very quickly and it’s not always in your control, but how you react to it is. There was 
a reason why I didn’t die in 2009. We all need to have a tool kit of resilience to maintain our attitude and hope. Here is the 
link to my blog on leadership, teamwork, recovery and other programs. Karen Ostenreid
www.TheMatanyaEffect.com.au   E: Admin@TheMatanyaEffect.com.au

http://www.TheMatanyaEffect.com.au 
http://Admin@TheMatanyaEffect.com.au 
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Antoinette Pellegrini Class of 1976 Form 4
A Message To Your Younger Self 

What Would You Say ?
In 2018, Antoinette and I met for the first time since leaving College, to undertake an interview to feature in a Mercy 
Alumni publication, ‘Where are they now?’ I vividly recall our delight and lively conversation as we shared our life 
journeys.  It was the beginning of a relationship that has not only developed into a treasured friendship, it was a pivotal 
point in my life to embark on a journey in daring my courage to put ‘pen to paper’ and see through my passion to become 
a published author. 

Antoinette Pellegrini, Accomplished Author, Writing 
Coach, Personal Development Consultant 
Published Books: 
• Your Thoughts Matter: The Future You are Creating 

Starts Now (2017)
• Live Your Truth: 10 Personal Stories to Inspire You To 

Live Your Truth (November 2018)
• A Message To Your Younger Self: What Would You Say? 

10 Personal Stories (March 2020)

How did the concept of the first book in the We Inspire 
Now Series, Live Your Truth, come about?
It all started back in 2015 from a conversation I had with 
friends on a beach in Koi Samui, whilst on holiday in Thailand. 
I was struck by the fact that we had gone through similar 
experiences but that the outcome and how we felt was totally different. It was reinforcement for me that no matter what 
happened to us, it was how we responded to the situation that makes the difference in whether the outcome is a positive 
one or a negative one. That night, I began to write the book that was to become Live Your Truth. 

As has been my experience with writing, books often have a mind of their own. Over the years the book changed to 
become an anthology.  I wanted other people to share their stories about overcoming hardship and following their 
dreams and passions. The one book became a series I called, We Inspire Now, which aims to inspire readers to heal past 
hurts, pursue their goals and achieve their dreams. I was honoured to find nine amazing writers to share their stories.

The second book in the series? – A Message to Your Younger Self – What would you say?
The topic for the second book was initially motivated by looking back at my own life and knowing that although I cannot 
change the past, I can change how I think about the past and heal any past hurts. So, I thought about what messages 
and advice I would give my younger self. I found this process very healing and thought that it would be an inspirational 
topic for the second book in the series. 

People all have a story to tell. My passion is helping others to fulfil their dreams and in particular, as a writing coach, 
helping those who dream to be writers and authors. In each book, nine other authors and I each write a chapter on our 
own journey, experiences and reflections. It links to the first book because often in pursing our life goals, we can often 
be held back by issues we faced in our past. Another motivation was to help and inspire younger people to perhaps avoid 
some of the issues faced by me and the other authors.

What is the significance of asking Principal, Lila McInerney to launch the book?
In writing the book I reflected on my time at Mercy College and the impact it had on me. In addition, another two 
authors, Diane Psaila, also an author in the first book, and Christine Carmuciano are past Mercy girls. Annie Driver, a 
Mercy girl too, excelled as MC at the launch. 

As Principal, I imagine part of Lila’s role is to be inspiring and encouraging the young women at Mercy College to achieve 
their best and pursue whatever dreams they have for their lives. This is in line with the motivation for the book, therefore, 
I was honoured that Lila agreed to speak at our book launch. Antoinette Pellegrini 

Christine Carmuciano Class of  1978  Form 4
:My writing passion is alive again!

Stephen D’Agata -A males perspective: Why Big Boys Should Cry

Creative writing has been something of a hidden passion for me since my school days, but like most of us in our 
adult years, everyday life tends to take over and we end up pushing aside what we once loved due to commitments 
and time constraints.

Who knew that circumstances would have it that I would meet a familiar face in a restaurant one day and that 
it would be Antoinette Pellegrini? Antoinette’s twin sisters, Enrica and Anita, were the same year level as me at 
primary school at St Matthew’s in Fawkner and secondary school at Mercy College. From this encounter, our 
friendship was rekindled and we have supported each other ever since. 

The most exciting journey of all was when Antoinette invited me to write in her second book in the series, “A 
Message to Your Younger Self”.  Honoured and a little nervous, I accepted but wasn’t so confident I would be 
good enough to write in her book. However, true to Antoinette’s passion to help others fulfil their dreams, her 
encouragement and support has ended in my passion coming to life! 

I recently celebrated the launch of my second published work, a collaborative 
anthology with 9 other authors, titled ‘A Message To Your Younger Self’. At this 
launch, much was made of the fact that I was the only male contributor to this book. 

The book was the second volume of the ‘We Inspire Now’ anthology series. In this 
series, the authors look back at their lives introspectively and confront the feelings 
and emotions they faced at the most difficult times in their lives. So, given the subject 
matter, it was not surprising that I was outnumbered 9-1 by women co-authors.

This journey has been special in so many ways; one being the reunion of 
friendships made back in our school years at Mercy College, with fate lending a 
hand and reuniting Antoinette Pellegrini, Diane Psaila and myself when we least 
expected it to and in circumstances we could never have imagined. Feels like we 
have come full circle!

And secondly; the honour for all the authors of having the current Principal of 
Mercy College, Lila Mclnerney, speak at our book launch. Thank you, Lila, for your 
kind generosity in giving up your time. Your words were heartfelt by all of us and 
it felt extra special for us ‘old’ Mercy girls. 

Stephen D’Agata
A male’s perspective: Why big boys should cry

Like most middle-aged men, I have had trouble openly expressing feelings and emotion. In fact, in my writing, I 
have expressed things in words that I have never openly spoken about. This has been a very cathartic experience 
for me and one of my main motivations in putting my feelings and emotions out there, is to encourage other men 
to do the same. Because bottling up feelings and emotions is never good.  It can often lead to violent outbursts 
with tragic results.

Men therefore need to know that, when bad things happen, it’s okay to be sad. It’s okay to reach out for help. It’s 
okay to talk to a doctor about managing stress and anxiety. It’s okay to reach out for a hug. And, last but not least, 
it’s okay to have a good cry. These are not signs of weakness but signs of strength. It is a weak man who resorts to 
violence to manage stressful situations. A strong man recognises when they can’t cope and reaches out for help.
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A proud link of Mercy women 
Principal Ms Lila McInerney

It was a great honour to be asked to launch, “A Message to your younger self, what would you say?”, a wonderful 
expression of creativity, reflection and thoughtfulness. I greatly admire not only the time and dedication that goes 
into producing a published book, but the bravery and willingness of all contributors to share their stories in a hope 
that it will help and heal. 

In working with young people, it is natural to sometimes see feelings of confusion, loss 
and a struggle to find one’s true self. A resource such as this can only be a positive in a 
world where it is easy to lose track of who we truly are. 

I am proud that Mercy College is the link that binds not only 3 of the authors Antoinette 
Pellegrini, Diane Psaila and Christine Carmuciano, but MC on the day, Annie Driver. 

At Mercy our values of Excellence, Hospitality, Justice and Compassion are at the heart 
of all that we do and to see this reflected in the writing and the personality of Diane, 
Christine and Antoinette further encourages that these values may be instilled in their 
time at Mercy, but stay with them beyond. 

Let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy of God.

We acknowledge our Principal Ms Lila McInerney and Mercy staff for their continued support 
of Mercy Alumni in embracing innovative initiatives to connect and maintain old school 
friendships. Without this support, our foundation wouldn’t be on the strong footing it is at 
today. 

As Alumni President, I am proud of every new encounter; staff and students, past and 
present, their shared stories, commitment to participate in initiatives and contributions to 
offer perspectives and for making reunions a continued growth and memorable success.

This 2nd Edition of Our Mercy Alumni Magazine is filled with stories that encapsulates every 
aspect of our Mercy journey and values. As I worked through the pages, I am reminded of how 
unique we are as individuals and how success and fulfilment is varied in its experience and 
interpretation and more so, how it underpins a strength of character. 

To all who I have had the pleasure in interviewing and meeting at reunions, both at the College and external 
locations, I thank you for your invaluable gift of connection and contribution. 

Find your way with MERCY, is a proud 50-year path of Mercy Alumni generations and connections that we all 
share.  Past – Present – Future. We are Mercy. 
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