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In honour
  

Footsteps that

Name: 
Class of : 

Faye Kennedy 
Foundation Student 

 Dear Angela,  
 
Thank you for sharing your reflection on your dear 
friend Faye O’ Leary. 
 
In your words... 
 
I first met Faye in 1967. 
She began at Mercy College in F
Kilbride College in Albert Park and it wasn’t very long before we 
became friends. 
 
Margaret Whiffen (Rivett) also started at Mercy the same year and had been a friend of Faye’s from 
Primary School at St Bernards. Chris Rowe (Le
Rowe (De Nato) soon bonded a friendship that stills r
 
We all had the same things in common, loved sport and attended the YCW, although at different 
Parishes.  
 
Faye loved her sport and we all, apart from Margaret, played in Mercy College Netball team on 
Saturday afternoons.  I remember two of t
driving us to our games on an occasional Saturday. 
 
I don’t recall Faye having a favourite subject although I do remember she enjoyed American History 
and sewing class and was always a willing partici
 
It was in Form 5 when our Principal Sister Mary Bonaventure decided the school students would 
vote for our first School Captain and Prefects. 
 
Faye was voted School Captain and we were voted Prefects.
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Mercy College Community  
honour of our dearly departed 

 
A precious life gone 

We share a common bond 
Footsteps that echoed along these school corridors 

A period of discovery and growth 
Your contribution was a gift 

Touching so many 
Your spirit lives on...                      

Diane Psaila  

Faye Kennedy (nee O’Leary) 15/8/1952 –
Foundation Student  (School Captain)

you for sharing your reflection on your dear 

She began at Mercy College in Form 3, she previously attended 
Kilbride College in Albert Park and it wasn’t very long before we 

Margaret Whiffen (Rivett) also started at Mercy the same year and had been a friend of Faye’s from 
Primary School at St Bernards. Chris Rowe (Leheny), Tricia Grindlay (Woods) 

soon bonded a friendship that stills remains today. 

We all had the same things in common, loved sport and attended the YCW, although at different 

Faye loved her sport and we all, apart from Margaret, played in Mercy College Netball team on 
Saturday afternoons.  I remember two of the teachers at the time Pat Chalker and Bronwyn Castle 
driving us to our games on an occasional Saturday.  

I don’t recall Faye having a favourite subject although I do remember she enjoyed American History 
and sewing class and was always a willing participant  in anything she could help with. 

It was in Form 5 when our Principal Sister Mary Bonaventure decided the school students would 
vote for our first School Captain and Prefects.  

Faye was voted School Captain and we were voted Prefects. 

 

Diane Psaila  All Souls Day 2018 

– 1/1/2013 
(School Captain) 

Margaret Whiffen (Rivett) also started at Mercy the same year and had been a friend of Faye’s from 
heny), Tricia Grindlay (Woods) and myself Angela 

We all had the same things in common, loved sport and attended the YCW, although at different 

Faye loved her sport and we all, apart from Margaret, played in Mercy College Netball team on 
he teachers at the time Pat Chalker and Bronwyn Castle 

I don’t recall Faye having a favourite subject although I do remember she enjoyed American History 
pant  in anything she could help with.  

It was in Form 5 when our Principal Sister Mary Bonaventure decided the school students would 
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She was a very popular choice for Captain both from the students and the staff and she embraced 
her role. 
 
Faye always had time for others, and the students always looked up to her.
She was a natural leader, she was always approachable, had charisma, she had a warmt
was a caring person and would take the time to listen and involve herself and help other students in 
any way she could. She had the most infectious laugh and was a happy person and made others feel 
the same.  
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very popular choice for Captain both from the students and the staff and she embraced 

Faye always had time for others, and the students always looked up to her. 
She was a natural leader, she was always approachable, had charisma, she had a warmt
was a caring person and would take the time to listen and involve herself and help other students in 

She had the most infectious laugh and was a happy person and made others feel 

 
very popular choice for Captain both from the students and the staff and she embraced 

She was a natural leader, she was always approachable, had charisma, she had a warmth and she 
was a caring person and would take the time to listen and involve herself and help other students in 

She had the most infectious laugh and was a happy person and made others feel 
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I was always in awe of how she managed to speak at the School Assembly, it seemed effortless to 
her, although we talked about this in later life and she said she was extremely nervous and 
wondered how she managed to do it at the time herself. 
 
Faye left Mercy at the end of 1969, as in those days the school did not offer Form 12 (Matri
as it was known then) 
 
She began work in the city at a Fashion House called Kaminsky Brothers in Flinders Lane.
From there she went onto the Commercial Bank of Australia for a few years
Collins Street. 
 
Faye grew up in Coburg and went to primary school at St Bernards.
years younger. We still see Gillian and her husband Robert today and have become good friends. 
 
She married Laurie Kennedy who was also from St Bernards in Coburg, in 1974 
 
They had two daughters, the first being Alana 
and then Caroline. Both girls are now mothers 
themselves. Alana having Paddy and Lucy and 
Caroline has two girls, Grace and Minnie.
 
When her girls were young, Faye and Laurie 
and the girls moved to Shepparton for Laurie’s 
work. They stayed there for 20 years but we all 
still remained close friends and would have 
weekends away together on the Murray for 
years.  
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of how she managed to speak at the School Assembly, it seemed effortless to 
her, although we talked about this in later life and she said she was extremely nervous and 
wondered how she managed to do it at the time herself.  

1969, as in those days the school did not offer Form 12 (Matri

She began work in the city at a Fashion House called Kaminsky Brothers in Flinders Lane.
From there she went onto the Commercial Bank of Australia for a few years and then to Westpac in 

Faye grew up in Coburg and went to primary school at St Bernards. She had a sister Gillian a few 
years younger. We still see Gillian and her husband Robert today and have become good friends. 

nnedy who was also from St Bernards in Coburg, in 1974  

They had two daughters, the first being Alana 
Both girls are now mothers 

themselves. Alana having Paddy and Lucy and 
Grace and Minnie. 

young, Faye and Laurie 
and the girls moved to Shepparton for Laurie’s 
work. They stayed there for 20 years but we all 
still remained close friends and would have 
weekends away together on the Murray for 

of how she managed to speak at the School Assembly, it seemed effortless to 
her, although we talked about this in later life and she said she was extremely nervous and 

1969, as in those days the school did not offer Form 12 (Matriculation 

She began work in the city at a Fashion House called Kaminsky Brothers in Flinders Lane. 
and then to Westpac in 

She had a sister Gillian a few 
years younger. We still see Gillian and her husband Robert today and have become good friends.  
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Of course there was also many a catch up dinner in Melbourne, which was not always easy for Faye 
and Laurie as they would sometimes make the long drive back to Shepparton the same night!
 
As her girls got older, Faye began work at the National Bank in Shepparton until eventua
work brought them back to Melbourne and Faye became a PA at the National Bank in Melbourne. 
 
Our friendship seemed to get stronger as the years passed.
We celebrated our 21sts, engagements and weddings and then we shared the joy of our childr
 
We had all been friends since our school days and our husbands were friends also, some from 
primary school and others met as teenagers when we were all going out together. 
 
We all spent every New Year together and it was special. Margaret and her hu
welcomed us to their holiday house and we all stayed for a few days. 
 
They are fantastic memories that will be with us all for a life time. 
 
Faye was diagnosed with a melanoma in 2012 and passed away January 1
 
Throughout her illness she always tried to remain very strong, she never gave up. She always had a 
smile on her face as hard as it may have been for her at times.  She continued to work during this 
time until the chemotherapy made her feel so 
 
She thought of Laurie and the girls and how they might manage when she was no longer here, but 
she also knew they would survive as they had one another and are such a close family and that they 
would find strength from one another, fami
 
She was constantly thinking of others.  Her strength was an inspiration to all of us. 
 
Now that I am a grandmother myself, it makes me sad that our dear friend didn’t get the chance to 
meet her beautiful grandchildren. She would have emb
they would have adored her and her wonderful laugh and sense of humour.   I am certain that she 
has her arms around them constantly and I know that Alana and Caroline will always make sure she 
is part of their children’s lives. She would be so very proud of her girls and the wonderful mothers 
they have become.  
 
She didn’t want sadness around her and was always strong for her family and friends.   It was hard 
for her to be with us the New Year of 2012, but she put on such a brave face, she wanted to be with 
us all to celebrate the end of a year and the beginning o
forever grateful to her as sadly that was to be our last New Year together.  
 
Faye deteriorated overnight and was air lifted to The Alfred Hospital in Melbourne on new 
day 2013.  
 
Sadly we lost our dear friend that day.
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also many a catch up dinner in Melbourne, which was not always easy for Faye 
and Laurie as they would sometimes make the long drive back to Shepparton the same night!

As her girls got older, Faye began work at the National Bank in Shepparton until eventua
work brought them back to Melbourne and Faye became a PA at the National Bank in Melbourne. 

Our friendship seemed to get stronger as the years passed. 
We celebrated our 21sts, engagements and weddings and then we shared the joy of our childr

We had all been friends since our school days and our husbands were friends also, some from 
primary school and others met as teenagers when we were all going out together. 

We all spent every New Year together and it was special. Margaret and her hu
welcomed us to their holiday house and we all stayed for a few days.  

They are fantastic memories that will be with us all for a life time.  

Faye was diagnosed with a melanoma in 2012 and passed away January 1st 2013. 

illness she always tried to remain very strong, she never gave up. She always had a 
smile on her face as hard as it may have been for her at times.  She continued to work during this 
time until the chemotherapy made her feel so ill it became impossible to continue working. 

She thought of Laurie and the girls and how they might manage when she was no longer here, but 
she also knew they would survive as they had one another and are such a close family and that they 
would find strength from one another, family and friends.  

She was constantly thinking of others.  Her strength was an inspiration to all of us. 

Now that I am a grandmother myself, it makes me sad that our dear friend didn’t get the chance to 
meet her beautiful grandchildren. She would have embraced her role as a doting grandmother and 
they would have adored her and her wonderful laugh and sense of humour.   I am certain that she 
has her arms around them constantly and I know that Alana and Caroline will always make sure she 

ldren’s lives. She would be so very proud of her girls and the wonderful mothers 

She didn’t want sadness around her and was always strong for her family and friends.   It was hard 
for her to be with us the New Year of 2012, but she put on such a brave face, she wanted to be with 
us all to celebrate the end of a year and the beginning of the next as we did each year and we are 
forever grateful to her as sadly that was to be our last New Year together.   

Faye deteriorated overnight and was air lifted to The Alfred Hospital in Melbourne on new 

end that day. 

also many a catch up dinner in Melbourne, which was not always easy for Faye 
and Laurie as they would sometimes make the long drive back to Shepparton the same night! 

As her girls got older, Faye began work at the National Bank in Shepparton until eventually Laurie’s 
work brought them back to Melbourne and Faye became a PA at the National Bank in Melbourne.  

We celebrated our 21sts, engagements and weddings and then we shared the joy of our children.  

We had all been friends since our school days and our husbands were friends also, some from 
primary school and others met as teenagers when we were all going out together.  

We all spent every New Year together and it was special. Margaret and her husband Peter always 

2013.  

illness she always tried to remain very strong, she never gave up. She always had a 
smile on her face as hard as it may have been for her at times.  She continued to work during this 

continue working.  

She thought of Laurie and the girls and how they might manage when she was no longer here, but 
she also knew they would survive as they had one another and are such a close family and that they 

She was constantly thinking of others.  Her strength was an inspiration to all of us.  

Now that I am a grandmother myself, it makes me sad that our dear friend didn’t get the chance to 
raced her role as a doting grandmother and 

they would have adored her and her wonderful laugh and sense of humour.   I am certain that she 
has her arms around them constantly and I know that Alana and Caroline will always make sure she 

ldren’s lives. She would be so very proud of her girls and the wonderful mothers 

She didn’t want sadness around her and was always strong for her family and friends.   It was hard 
for her to be with us the New Year of 2012, but she put on such a brave face, she wanted to be with 

we did each year and we are 

Faye deteriorated overnight and was air lifted to The Alfred Hospital in Melbourne on new year’s 
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Every New Year we remember her and continue to celebrate the coming New Year but it is just not 
quite the same; a link is missing in our chain. 
 
We miss her and her wonderful laugh and her wonderful 
but we still get together and we talk and laugh as she would want us to. 
 
I was asked what message I think Faye might wish to pass onto the current students. The girls 
and I had lunch last week as we do every month or so and I put this question to the
the same answer, Faye would most likely say 
 
“Do want you want to do in life, embrace it and most importantly enjoy it. Follow your dream.  
Family and friends are much more important than money and professions.  Friendships can last a 
life time” 
 
And ours did. 
 
We miss you our dear friend.  
 
Angela Rowe (De Nato) 
 
 
Happy times. 
 
Celebrating 
Faye’s 60th 
Birthday. 
 
Faye was the life of the 
party. 
 
Our forever friends.   
 
Precious Memories. 
 

 

 

 

 

MERCY COLLEGE ALUMNI 
All Souls Day 

                  -We Remember Them 
 

Every New Year we remember her and continue to celebrate the coming New Year but it is just not 
a link is missing in our chain.  

We miss her and her wonderful laugh and her wonderful friendship. It has left a void in our gr
but we still get together and we talk and laugh as she would want us to.  

I was asked what message I think Faye might wish to pass onto the current students. The girls 
and I had lunch last week as we do every month or so and I put this question to the
the same answer, Faye would most likely say  

“Do want you want to do in life, embrace it and most importantly enjoy it. Follow your dream.  
Family and friends are much more important than money and professions.  Friendships can last a 

Every New Year we remember her and continue to celebrate the coming New Year but it is just not 

has left a void in our group 

I was asked what message I think Faye might wish to pass onto the current students. The girls 
and I had lunch last week as we do every month or so and I put this question to them. We all had 

“Do want you want to do in life, embrace it and most importantly enjoy it. Follow your dream.  
Family and friends are much more important than money and professions.  Friendships can last a 
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Our lifelong friendships began at school :
 

 
 
To all those who have left this Earth, rest in peace.
 
Your spirit lives on.... 
 
All Souls Day 2 November 2018 
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Our lifelong friendships began at school : 

all those who have left this Earth, rest in peace. 

 

 


