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Blessings of the Rivers:  
Group Gathers To Bless  
Our Troubled Waters

God, you are our guide. 
Help us to be guided by You  
in everything we do. 
Enable us to use our inner compass to 
“Find our way with Mercy” in 2019. 
Help us to know the direction  
You would like us to follow.
Bless the young women who have 
graduated from Mercy College and are 
now forging new pathways in life. 
Be their guide as they navigate the road 
ahead and make decisions about what is 
best for their life and their future.
 
Guide us Lord, 
just as you guided Catherine McAuley, 
Ursula Frayne and all those in the Mercy 
Order to find their way with mercy, 
may we find our way with mercy this 
year too.
    Amen.

Pope Francis has called on all Christians 
to play a role in changing the hearts and 
minds of people regarding the responsible 
protection of the environment.

The Sisters of Mercy joined their voices to the call for action by communities and 
individuals around the country about the current crisis facing Australia’s struggling 
river systems. 
 
A group of Mercy students went to the Merri Creek to gather a container of water to 
be taken on our behalf to the Blessing of the Rivers ceremony at the junction of the 
Murray-Darling Rivers, as a gesture of support and fellowship with those who are 
trying to save the river systems from permanent damage. 

Mercy College recognises the important 
partnership the school has with the parents 
and guardians of their students and so it 
was wonderful to see so many parents 
and guardians attend the College for the 
individual student support meetings and 
the welcome BBQ for those new to Mercy.  
 
As partners in learning, it is important 
for us to share and plan the learning 
goals with all our students and their 
families. Communication and cooperation 
between the home and the school are key 
ingredients to your daughter’s success. 
Whether exchanging information or 
identifying and solving common concerns 
the evening was a valuable learning 
experience for all.  We are looking forward 
to seeing our Year 11 and 12 families again 
at the Year 11 and 12 Parent/Guardian 
Student conferences on Thursday 28 
February.

Parents and Guardians: Partners In Learning

https://www.facebook.com/Mercy-College-Coburg-Vic-229090203851411/
https://twitter.com/MercyCoburg
https://www.instagram.com/mercycoburg/
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Academic Awards Assembly
 
At yesterday’s Academic  Awards  assembly, we celebrated the pursuit of academic excellence as we 
acknowledged the achievements of our students who studied a Unit 3 and 4 VCE Subject last year. These 
students are to be congratulated for their well-deserved accomplishments. These excellent results do not come 
easily; instead, they have been achieved through grit and determination, overcoming setbacks and achieving 
success, thinking and planning and through the help of their support networks and their commitment to all 
aspects of school life.
 
Nicole Nabbout  Dux ATAR 98.65, Subject Dux Business Management, English,  
    Health and Human Development and Legal Studies 
Rebecca Allaoui  Subject Dux Drama
Chiara Beccia   ATAR 96.5, Subject Dux Chemistry, Italian and Mathematical Methods 
Emily Brogna   Subject Dux Product Technology and Design 
Mikayla Burrell  Subject Dux History: Revolutions
Samantha Chahoud  Subject Dux Specialist Mathematics 
Nikita Cosoleto  Subject Dux Specialist Mathematics 
Bianca Fatone   ATAR 96 
Megan Fernandez  Subject Dux Visual Communitaion and Design and Physics 
Milly Maw   Subject Dux Biology 
Mary Rosella   Subject Dux Mathematical Methods and Psychology 
Laura Russo   Subject Dux Studio Arts 
Erin Saliba   Subject Dux Food Studies 
Sandy Shlimoon  Subject Dux Accounting 
Victoria Ursino  Subject Dux Further Mathematics   
Theodoula Vorenas  Subject Dux Text and Traditions  
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UPCOMING
DATES & EVENTS

Monday 25 February 
Swimming Carnival 
 
Tuesday 26 February 
Science Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 5 March 
Shrove Tuesday 
Science Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
 
Wednesday 6 March 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Friday 8 March 
International Women’s Day 
Breakfast 7.45 am 
 
Saturday 10 March 
Catholic Education Week 
Begins ‘Growing Young in 
Christ’ 
 
Monday 11 March 
Labour Day 
 
Tuesday 12 March 
Science Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm  
 
Wednesday 13 March 
Year 7 Immunisations 
 
Thursday 14 March 
Kitchen Kapers Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm  
 
Friday 15 March 
National Day of Action 
Against Bullying and Violence Let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy of God.

 
Lila McInerney 
Principal

As a College we wish to congratulate all our 
alumni from 2018 and wish them every success 
in their future career pathways. Our students 
received offers in a diverse range of fields 
of interest at various universities and TAFEs 
throughout Melbourne. Some of our students 
have chosen to undertake an apprenticeship, 
which has been their goal for a number of years. 
Whichever direction our students take, students 
here at Mercy are encouraged and supported to 
pursue their field of interest in their preferred 
career direction.

Destinations 2018 Student Cohort

We also heard from the 2018 College Dux, Nicole 
Nabbout, who attained an ATAR of 98.65.  She began 
her speech with gratitude:

“It is the greatest privilege to be standing before you all 
as the College Dux of 2018. To attain this achievement 
is not a feat that can, or should, be attempted alone. 
There is one very important saying that remains ever so 
relevant to my schooling journey and it reads as follows, 
“If I have ever seen further than others, it is by standing 
upon the shoulders of giants.” These words recognise 
the contributions of others to our own success. There 
were, in fact, many people who tirelessly supported, 
guided and shaped me throughout my years at Mercy, 
and it is today that I would like to thank them.” 

And concluded with some excellent advice:
“To the younger year levels, although you shouldn’t be 
worrying too much about the future, try your best to 
develop good habits at the earliest stage possible. The 
work you do today will undoubtedly contribute to your 
overall success in VCE and particularly Year 12. With 
that being said, you should also be focused on getting 
involved in the life of the College and enjoying the 
opportunities offered to you here at Mercy. Challenge 
yourself, try something new, be courageous and make 
the most of the time you have left with your school 
community.”



Director of Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Vanessa Folino 

Year 11 and Year 12 Parent/Guardian Student Teacher Conferences
       
Assessment and reporting contribute to student success through the conversations and feedback provided 
to students. The reporting process for Term 1 includes the Online Reporting and the Parent/Guardian Student 
Teacher Conferences. The Parent/Guardian Student Teacher Conferences is an invaluable opportunity to: 
discuss academic, emotional and social development, meet and get to know the teachers, make plans with 
the teacher in order to improve outcomes and build a relationship with the school. The Year 11 and Year 
12 Parent/Guardian Student Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday 28th February from 3.40pm-
8.00pm and will be conducted in McAuley Hall. It is expected that all students make an appointment to see 
all of their Year 12 teachers. 

Interview times can be booked via http://pam.mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au.
 
To make an appointment, click the Parent Teacher Interviews link on the right. A list of subjects will appear. 
From here click the subject and a list of available times will appear.
 
For parents that don’t have access to the Internet students are able to book these interviews online at 
school. Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and spaces are limited.  If you require more time, please contact 
your teacher directly to make alternative arrangements.
 

Assessment Catch-up Program
 
The term has well and truly commenced and all students should have the dates for all their assessments in 
their planners. Please be aware that if a student is absent she will be expected to complete the assessment 
task in an Assessment Catch-up Session. The Assessment Catch-up sessions are also used for formative 
assessment such as homework. These sessions are held on a Tuesday from 3.45pm-4.45pm. This is a 
scheduled period of time each week that allows students who have been unable to complete tasks to do so 
in a timely manner in a supportive, encouraging and focused environment.

It’s very important to have a feedback loop, where you’re constantly 
thinking about what you’ve done and how you could be doing it better.  
            Elon Musk



Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

Mercy Discovery Day
 
A thank you to all students who volunteered to represent the College on Discover Mercy Day on Monday 18 
February and who will do so again on Saturday 23 February. It was a delight to listen to our senior Student 
Executive representatives talk so informatively and passionately about their school to all our visitors.
 
Showcasing Mercy is a very easy thing to do as we have so much to offer students and families and I must 
make special mention of two Year 7s who, after only 11 days as Mercy students, spoke to our visitors about 
their experience so far. Tahlia Godino and Carla Tomarchio spoke with confidence and clarity. A special thank 
you to the other Year 7s who supported the College at this event; your enthusiasm and participation was greatly 
appreciated and noted by all our visitors.
 

Student Leadership positions
 
Student Leadership is not simply about giving students the opportunity to have their voices heard and 
communicate ideas and opinions; it is about students having the power to influence change. Authentic student 
voice provides opportunities for students to collaborate and make decisions with staff for the improvement of 
our learning community. Student leaders are exemplary role models who encourage their peers to be connected 
and active members of the College and as such their responsibility is significant and their potential to grow and 
learn, enormous.
 
We are currently in the process of electing Class Leaders for each Homeroom.  In each Homeroom we have a 
Mission Captain and a Student Voice Captain.  At each year level there is a House Leader for each House and a 
Social Justice Representative is elected. Congratulations to all those who so enthusiastically applied for these 
roles.  This information will be communicated in the next Newsletter.
 

Learning more about Wellbeing as Parents/guardians
New Australian Student Wellbeing Framework
 
A new Australian Student Wellbeing Framework was launched in October 2018. The framework is based on 
evidence that recognises the strong linkages between student safety, wellbeing and learning outcomes.
 
The Australian Student Wellbeing Framework is easily accessible on the Student Wellbeing Hub website. The 
Hub is a central online space to support parents and families with information, advice and strategies to help your 
child thrive throughout their school years and beyond. On the Hub’s website, information can be found about 
safety and wellbeing issues such as online safety, respectful relationships, social and emotional development 
and many others.
 
Click here to access the Student Wellbeing Hub
http://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
 



Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

Mobile Phones
 
Most people would agree that there are fewer more enjoyable things than having conversations with 
friends; we all desire to be part of a community that values face to face interactions, invests in people and 
where respect is shown both and online.  Adults and children alike can find it challenging to practice the 
self-regulation skills needed to manage our use of technology and social media effectively.  Our mobile 
phone policy is designed to assist our students to develop the skills to form authentic relationships 
with their peers and use technology appropriately.  Could you please assist us as a College in regards 
to the use of mobile phones by:
 
 •  Talk with your child about the importance of having technology-free time and being    
     ‘present’ for others.
 •  Reinforcing to them that the art of conversation is an essential life skill that can be inhibited  
     by over-use of technology.
 •  Refraining from texting or calling your child at school.  Should you need to contact your  
     child, could you please call the College and leave a message at Student Reception.  They will  
     ensure that your child receives your message.
 •  Talk to your child about relevant staff who may be able to offer support should an incident  
     arise.  For example, the Homeroom Teacher or Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader if it is a   
     friendship issue, the subject teacher if it is a learning issue or our College Psychologist,  
     Giorgia Vigano if it is a wellbeing concern. Naturally, a phone call, email or visit to the    
     College to talk with me, is most welcome.
 

Dress Code
 
I remind all families about assisting us to ensure that the Mercy College uniform is worn correctly with 
the school dress at the appropriate length – on the knee, blazer worn to and from school, hair tied 
back, white school socks at either knee length or crew length and make-up kept for the weekend. 
A reminder that students are not permitted to wear multiple earrings to school, but a single pair of 
discrete earrings can be worn in the ear. Band-Aids are not to be worn to cover piercings; if necessary 
clear retainers can be worn.
 
Your support in this very important area will enable us to continue to focus on the positives with your 
daughter in regards to her academic and personal development.
 
 Thank you for all you have done at home to ensure the smooth transition back to school that has 
occurred. I look forward to working with you over the next four terms, as we work in partnership to 
educate, inspire and challenge your daughter to reach her potential.



Year 8 Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Suzan El-Khoury

The new school year has well and truly begun for the Year 8 students. They have settled into their familiar 
environments, and have courageously taken on new ones, delving into their new classes, getting accustomed 
to new subjects, getting to know different teachers and making new friends in their new homerooms.
 
The new and unfamiliar was also tackled at their first Individual Student Support Meeting, where constructive 
and purposeful conversations were had between teacher-parent-student about how to achieve their personal 
goals. It was wonderful to see so many of the girls bravely highlighting what they need to work on to become 
their best possible selves this year.
 
For most of the Year 8 cohort, the goals of performing better in their studies, and becoming more organised, 
were frequently referred to. Now that they have settled into their surroundings, this goal can be explored, 
by considering how to best support themselves and how to best utilise supports available to them at school. 
This can include:
 •  Attending Homework Help in the library during lunchtime and after school, with experienced  
     support teachers readily available to provide assistance.
 •  Attending Maths Help supervised by our Maths teachers.
 •  Meeting with, or emailing teachers outside of class time.
 •  Working collaboratively and constructively with peers in their free time.
 •  Asking their peers, teachers or support teachers questions in class.
 •  Revising the work every week, by making summary notes and reading over all material.
 •  Seeing me for some handy study tips.
 
Students in Year 8 are generally expected to be completing  2 hours of home learning per night. This can 
take the form of set work by the teacher or revising the content of the week. By getting into this positive 
work routine, they will set themselves up for success and for excellence in their studies. If there is ever a case 
where your daughter is feeling overwhelmed with set homework, you are welcome to contact me so that we 
can explore the matter further.



Year 10 Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Kate Todorovic

As a College, we are thrilled with the overwhelming support you continue to provide your daughter at 
home.
 
This is evident through the attendance numbers at our recent Individual Support Meetings, and I would 
like to thank the Year 10s, and their Parents/Guardians who were able to attend. Just as important were 
those who made contact with their daughter’s homeroom teacher, or myself directly to check in with their 
progress – in some cases even just to say hello!
 
As discussed in our Individual Support Meetings, we have asked the students to develop a clear set of goals 
to achieve this year. My goal for 2019 is to ensure I get to know your daughter, as both an individual and 
a learner. This will further strengthen the partnership we have made with you to support your daughter 
throughout their learning journey this year.
 
Just a friendly reminder that attendance at school is essential, with evidence showing that success in 
learning is directly linked with consistent attendance. Low attendance results in not only additional work, 
but adds pressure and stress to your daughter.
 
In the event your daughter is unwell and unable to attend school, please remember to contact the college 
and leave a message on our absentee line. Following, or during absence, students are encouraged to keep 
up to date with their learning via Google Classroom, or by emailing their teachers.
 
With assessments already under way in some subjects in Year 10, it is important that students, if absent are 
providing medical certificates. Your daughter’s teacher will then send a letter home requesting attendance 
to our afterschool assessment catch up program. The program runs Tuesday afternoon between 3:45pm 
and 4:45pm.



Senior School Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Jane Stiles

It was wonderful to see so many families at the Individual Student Support Meetings, and by all accounts 
there were many powerful conversations between Homeroom Teachers and students and parents/carers. The 
opportunity to openly discuss individual goals for the year and specific actions to achieve these goals is an 
important step in the journey to success. 

I’m sure that each student has a similar overarching goal - to be successful in their studies. But this means 
different things for different people. There are different challenges that each student faces and success can be 
measured in a variety of ways. For some, getting to school on time each day is a measure of success. For others, 
it is getting a pass in a subject because they tried their best. Then there are those that challenge themselves to 
achieve high results in each of their subjects. 

Whatever the individual goal, the staff are here to help with the journey to get there. I encourage students to 
talk to their Homeroom Teacher, their Subject Teacher, our College Psychologist or myself to discuss strategies 
to help them achieve success. There are many supports available and no one has to do it alone.

We look forward to continuing the conversations with parents/carers and students at the upcoming Yr 11 and Yr 
12 PST Conferences on Thursday 28 March.

Italian Cultural Immersion Tour 2019
 
The 2019 Italian Cultural Immersion Tour will depart 1 April 
2019. The students are eager to see the sights of the country 
that was once the core of the mighty Roman Empire. They 
will have the opportunity to sample delicious cuisine, visit a 
couple UNESCO World Heritage Sites and be immersed in 
the language and culture. 

There is still the opportunity to take part, any interested 
students are to contact Ms Folino  
vfolino@mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au.



The Arts & Technology Domain
Allison Perin

 
 
Welcome back to all.  We have a 
very busy but exciting year planned 
for the students undertaking Food 
Studies at Mercy College this 
year.  We hope that the students 
will build upon and/or develop 
new practical skills along the way 
whilst working on becoming food 
literate.

Year 7 Food Studies
The Year 7 students who have 
timetabled classes this semester 
have been introduced to the Mercy 
Kitchens and they have discussed 
the importance of working both 
safely and hygienically when 
preparing food.  Students have 
explored the safe and correct 
use of the knives within the 
kitchen and this week they will be 
developing their measuring skills 
whilst making yo-yo biscuits

Year 8 Food Studies
The Year 8 students are currently 
investigating Kitchen Chemistry 
with a focus on leavening agents.  
In the first week we applied a 
number of different leavening 
agents to chocolate chip biscuit 
recipe and recorded their results 
- some liked their chewy biscuits, 
whilst others had a more crunchy 
result.   We then made bread rolls 
which highlighted the chemical 
leavening agent - yeast.  The girls 
are enjoying being back in the 
kitchen and are looking forward to 
exploring the many aspects of the 
Year 8 Food Studies Curriculum.

 
 

Year 9 World Food Traveller
The beginning lessons in World 
Food Traveller have seen the 
students explore Indigenous 
Cuisine and indigenous 
ingredients.  Macadamia nuts, 
kangaroo, native pepper, bush 
tomato, saltbush, lemon myrtle 
and dessert lime where all on offer 
for the girls to taste and evaluate.  
(see photographs supplied) 

Year 10 Cafe Culture
We have started the semester in 
Cafe Culture off with a detailed and 
in depth look at food poisoning and 
food spoilage and how the rules 
pertaining to food handlers impact 
workers when handling food for 
customers.  Our practical focus 
has been on cake making and this 
week the girls will be attempting 
to decorate their cakes following 
the current trend of ‘drip cakes’.  
They will then work through the 
design process to design, produce 
and decorate a celebration cake 
for a predetermined client.

Year 12 Food Studies
Food Studies at VCE is a subject 
that each student will be able 
to call upon their skills and 
knowledge for the rest for their 
lives.  The students are currently 
looking at the Digestive System 
and how the macronutrients - 
Carbohydrates, Proteins and Fats 
- are digested and utilised within 
the body.  They have also looked 
at the importance of maintaining 
good gut health by ensuring that  
both pre and probiotics are added 
to a healthy diet.  
 
 

A reminder : 
We would like to remind you that 
all Food Students are required 
to have with them a container in 
order to take away the food that 
is produced during class.  The 
container needs to be of a medium 
size, have rigid sides and a lid.  
Something like a small ice-cream 
container or lunch box is ideal.  
Unfortunately if students do not 
bring a container they may not 
cook and will be given alternative 
learning activities to do during the 
lesson.  Students in Year 7 and 8 
who have not yet purchased their 
workbook are reminded to do so as 
soon as possible.
 
Please find below a Recipe of 
the Fortnight  this recipe is being 
produced by our Year 7 Food 
Studies students this week.  Enjoy!
 
YO-YOS

INGREDIENTS
1 cup SR flour (Self raising flour) 
1/2  cup custard powder
1/3  cup icing sugar
160g butter or margarine
 
METHOD
Pre heat oven to 170°C.  
Line an oven tray with baking 
paper
In a large bowl sift flour, custard 
powder and icing sugar mixture
Rub in butter and work to a stiff 
dough
Roll into 36 small balls and place 
on the oven tray.  With a fork 
flatten each ball a little
Bake at 170°C for 15-20 minutes 
until pale golden brown
Cool on a cake cooler

Food Studies News



Languages Domain
Vanessa Folino

Indonesian Language 
Tour in Malaysia 2018 
- A reflection
 
On December Third last year, 
five Year 9 students travelled 
to Malaysia for the Indonesian 
Language Tour. They immersed 
themselves in the language, 
culture, sights and sounds of this 
incredible country. 

Here are their highlights from the 
trip...

‘This trip to Malaysia was so 
amazing and I enjoyed it very 
much! Kuala Lumpur was a great 
experience and was pretty similar 
to Melbourne so it felt nice to be 
somewhere that was familiar to 
home. The best part of the whole 
trip, however, was going to Sarawak 
and staying in the village’  Ali Falvo

‘It’s hard to pick just a few highlights 
from the trip as everything we 
experienced was fascinating in 
its own way. I would have to 
say however, the activities that 
allowed us to really engage with 
the locals and experience their 
culture stood out to me the most. 
Examples being bargaining at 
the local market, staying at the 
homestay with the villagers and 
just conversing with people in the 
Indonesian / Malaysian language.
It was crazy seeing how people’s 
values, goals and overall way of life 
in Malaysia is so different to ours 
in Australia. Although the animals, 
nature, architecture and food were  
 
 

excellent, it was the people that 
really made the experience one to 
remember’ Georgia Wooster

The highlight of the trip was 
experiencing the different activities. 
Going to the top of KL tower and 
looking out at all the buildings. 
Seeing the different religions. 
Exploring Malaysian culture and 
food was the best thing about the 
trip and seeing Ms McNamara eat 
the layer cake!  What I liked the 
most on the trip was going to the 
village and seeing how they lived,  
it was not much but they were still 
happy -  they didn’t worry about 
materialistic things. I can say it was 
an eye opener for us and that we 
shouldn’t take things for granted’        
  Margaret Susau 

‘There were many highlights 
for me but one of them was 
visiting a traditional market in 
Kuching, Sarawak. There were 
millions of stalls selling souvenirs, 
snacks, fresh produce, etc. As 
we walked through the middle 
of the marketplace, we had the 
opportunity to communicate with 
some of the local children, shop 
owners and even some of the local 
residents just passing by who asked 
to take pictures with us! We spent 
lots of ringgit on not only gifts for 
family and friends but also on food! 
Trying lots of traditional snacks and 
tropical fruits. It was great to be 
able to tawar-menawar (bargain) 
and I can understand how this is a 
part of the culture. I’m looking to 
forward to possibly going back to 
this incredible country and doing 
this again in the future’ Leticia Ray
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘This trip that we went on was 
such an incredible experience and 
I enjoyed every part of it. However 
there were some parts of this trip 
that  I will never forget. One of my 
highlights would be visiting the 
temples, all the cultural artifacts 
and tasting all the traditional 
food. It was such a great way to 
understand Malaysian culture in 
much more depth and to have a 
better understanding. To be able to 
compare religions, morals and day 
to day activities to those in Australia 
was amazing because we were able 
to to see the differences as well as 
the similarities. Another highlight 
that I feel I should mention, was 
the last few days spent in Malaysia. 
Sleeping at Bako National Park as 
well as sleeping  in the Mongkos 
longhouse. These two places were 
such an incredible experience as it 
was nothing like living back home 
in Australia. Being surrounded 
by animals and living in a village 
where the people didn’t have much, 
gave me so much insight into how 
many Malaysians live and it gave 
me a sense of gratitude for what I 
have at home’ Michelle Rahme



Health and Physcial Education 
Rebecca Mazzone
YEAR 7 Aquatic Education
 
Students in Year 7 dived into their unit of Swimming held at Fawkner Leisure Centre. During this 
unit, many of the students will be provided with an understanding of water safety and open water 
survival tips. In addition they will have the opportunity to perfect their freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, butterfly and survival backstroke techniques. 
 
Stay tuned for more Aquatic Education learning!!!

SWIMMING CARNIVAL  
MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY
 
Everything you need to know and MORE!!! 
 
Follow the link to the website.  
http://mercyswimmingcarnival.strikingly.com/



Information Centre 
Anne Girolami

There was love to be found in the library…
 
Valentine’s Day on the 14 February coincided with Library Lovers’ Day 2019. 
Students and staff were encouraged to voluntarily reflect on what they love 
about the library. Some popular responses included having a comfortable 
space to study, hang out with friends, read and generally enjoy spending time 
in during both lunch and after school.
 
A reminder that the Information Centre or ‘Library’ as it is also known, is open 
every school day from 8:15am and closes at 5:30pm on Mondays to Thursdays 
and at 4.00pm on Fridays.

To assist you with all of your information needs and/or reading pursuits please 
see any staff member of the Information Centre:

 •  Ms Anne Girolami, Information Services Leader
 •  Ms Elizabeth Moore, teacher librarian
 •  Ms Kim Nguyen, library technician
 •  Ms Jessica Vuong, library technician

Come and get familiar with your school library! Look forward to seeing you.

Anne Girolami Elizabeth Moore Kim Nguyen Jessican Vuong



Careers  
Vicki Harvey and Ellen Ryan

The Careers Office is beginning to receive information regarding selection criteria for courses in 2020. The 
following refers to changes to the UMAT which is a prerequisite for anyone wishing to enter a medicine 
course in 2020.
 

UCAT replacing UMAT for 2020 entry
 
Applicants for undergraduate medicine courses from this year will sit the University Clinical Aptitude Test for 
Australia and New Zealand (UCAT ANZ) instead of the UMAT. The UCAT is a computer-based test sat at testing 
centres, with a test booking deadline of 17 May 2019 at 11:59pm AEST for the testing period of 1 July – 31 July 
2019. More information, including preparation materials, is available at the UCAT website.
 
International applicants to undergraduate medicine courses will continue to sit the ISAT.Note: this advice is 
provided as a convenience only. Please refer to course websites and CourseSearch 2020 when it is released 
for definitive information about course requirements. 
 

Work Experience
 
Year 10 students are currently preparing for Work Experience in Activities Week with over 60% of students 
already with a placement. If a student does not have a placement, she must refer to the Work Experience 
Classroom 2019 page where she will find a list of previous employers who have taken students and also a 
script to use to introduce herself on the phone. It is important that students without a placement come to the 
Careers Office in W2 to discuss options with Ms Harvey and Ms Ryan. Parents can support their daughters to 
find placements by talking to relatives and friends who may be able to offer them a position.
 

CareerNews attached
 
Please be informed of all the available resources in CareerNews that provides information this fortnight: 
 •  Career Expos that offer students at all year levels and in particular Years 10, 11 and 12 information  
     and an opportunity to speak to representatives from the institutions about possible future courses  
     and pathways
 •  Tips on succeeding in VCE
 •  Updates on University and TAFE courses
 •  A featured Career Focus - this fortnight the featured career direction is becoming an Architect.
 
Please take the time out to read the information HERE

https://indd.adobe.com/view/39dd903f-183e-454f-a45e-9683d9a33c00


Alumni News 
Diane Psaila

Alumni Greetings to our College community as we 
settle into our routines and work through our 2019 
goals!

When I read the College theme this year – Find 
your way with Mercy, I took a few minutes to sit 
in solitude and contemplate on what the message 
means to me.  An immediate sense of awareness, of 
positive influence and direction, of feeling secure and 
respected in belonging to a community that is guided 
by the values that are the backbone of each year’s 
theme – Compassion, Justice, Hospitality, Excellence. 

As I commence my second year as Alumni President, I 
would like to extend a welcome to the new members 
of our community and also acknowledge all those 
who have contributed, directly and indirectly to our 
foundation. We have made considerable progress 
since the Alumni foundation was officially formed 
late in 2017 on the foresight of our Principal, Ms Lila 
McInerney, who continues to support my leadership in 
promoting growth of our foundation.  

Interview initiatives have been developed and varied 
to encourage and accommodate Alumni in sharing 
their inspirational stories; both locally and overseas, 
from First Year Out, Where Are They Now, School 
Friendship Group, Postcards, honouring our dearly 
departed on All Souls Day and the list goes on. 

Our annual reunion is held on the 3rd Sunday of 
October each year. This year it falls on the 20th 
October. We had a great many attend last year from all 
peer years and would like to see many more this year! 
All Mercy Alumni are invited to attend and we will also 
acknowledge milestone peer years- 1969, 1979, 1989, 
1999, 2009.

This year, 2019 marks 50 years since our foundation 
students left Mercy College, Class of 1969 Yr11. A 
planning committee has been formed to organise an 
extra special celebration in making this annual event 
a significant one for our foundation students; a few 
I have had the pleasure of meeting! More details to 
follow as the time draws near! 

I introduce, as our first feature interview for 2019 and 
first Past Teacher to be interviewed – Mr Matthew 
Rawley who taught at Mercy College from 2007 to 
2011!

Pictured here with his 12D class. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Matthew attended the annual reunion in October 
last year. It was good to see past teachers attend and 
witness them interact with past students, many of 
which they had taught. I made contact with Matthew 
early last month in the hope he would agree to be 
interviewed and share with our community. Matthew 
was honoured for this opportunity and we are grateful 
for his reflections on his time at Mercy and inspirational 
words for current students. 

A truly inspirational individual, whose hard work, 
dedication to his students in helping them achieve 
their goals through a two-way trust ethic has evidently 
seen Matthew achieve at his own personal life. Well 
done Matthew! We wish the very best for your future 
endeavours and hope to see you at reunions. 

To read more of Matthew’s interview, CLICK HERE

The Alumni foundation is an inclusive 
community focussing on connecting our 
present with our past to encourage our 
future - Living in the now stems from 

what was experienced before, paving the 
way to progress to better our future.                                                                       

Diane Psaila

http://www.mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au/assets/MC_Where%20Are%20They%20Now%20-%20Matthew%20Rawley%202007%20to%202011.pdf


In the Community

DISCOVER  MERCY

OPEN DAYS

Monday 18 February – 9.30am or 6.00pm 
Saturday 23 February – 10.00am

Presentation and tour will take approximately 90 minutes

Book your sessions online or call 9319 9299 
mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au
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Mercy College
School Crest Repair
Pantone 2767C
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White
Cooper Black / TW Cen MT Condensed

MERCY

GOODNESS  IS   S T R E N G T H
 

Meet our Principal, explore the facilities and chat with 
our students and staff.



In the Community

Kitchen Kapers
Years 4 to 6  Afterschool Program

WHO:  Years 4 to 6 Girls 
 
WHEN:  4.00pm to 5.00pm 
   Thursday (4 week program)
   14, 21, 28 March and 4 April 2019 
 
WHERE:  Mercy College
   760 Sydney Road, COBURG NORTH  3058 
 
RSVP:  Register at twww.trybooking.com/BAKTF  Cost $20 
 
If you require any further information please contact the College on 03 9319 9299. 
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