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Catholic Education Week: 10-17 March 
‘Growing Young in Christ’
 
As Catholic educators we are called to invite students to make sense of their world and 
their lives within a faith community that is faithful to the mission of Jesus. Expressing 
our desire to connect with other Catholic school communities, we celebrated Catholic 
Education Week as a College through a variety of activities including students designing 
and making cards to send to students in Catholic Primary Schools nearby who will be 
making the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confirmation in the coming weeks. Students 
created cards, which reflected the themes of these Sacraments and have written messages 
of encouragement and joy that these young people will become members of the Catholic 
faith in a new way through receiving this blessing from God. The students receiving these 
Sacraments and the students of Mercy College are together ‘Growing Young in Christ’ 
through this experience. 

One of the great strengths of Catholic education is the collegiality and connection between 
our schools and colleges. It was, therefore, a privilege for our students to be a part of the 
choir and orchestra together with Academy of Mary Immaculate, Mazenod College and 
St Margaret’s school Maribyrnong where they joined with over 300 Catholic primary and 
secondary schools at the Mass of St Patrick for schools.

Mercy College Co-Captain (2017) Vikaye Sithole sang a beautiful rendition of ‘I Will Rise 
Up’ at the St Patrick’s Day Celebration Dinner hosted by the Most Rev. Peter A Comensoli 
DD, Archbishop of Melbourne.  As part of the oration he called for a new way for the 
Church, suggesting the legacy of St Patrick could be a model upon which the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne could rebuild.  ‘An earthquake has occurred and the landscape has shifted 
permanently’.

National Day of Action 
against Bullying and 
Violence Bullying. No Way! 
Take action every day
 
On Friday 15 March, we joined with over 
2.4 million students around Australia who 
took a stand together to say Bullying.  No 
way! 

At Mercy, we want to encourage our students to act with care and respect at all times. 
We are continuing to empower our students to be part of the solution when addressing 
bullying in our school community by providing an opportunity to focus on bullying and 
the changes we can all make to help create safer communities for everyone.

https://www.facebook.com/Mercy-College-Coburg-Vic-229090203851411/
https://twitter.com/MercyCoburg
https://www.instagram.com/mercycoburg/
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UPCOMING
DATES & 
EVENTS

Friday 22 March 
World  Water Day 

Saturday 23 March
Mercy in Action -  
Bunnings Coburg BBQ

Wednesday 27 March
Year 4 Explore  

Thursday 28 March 
Kitchen Kapers Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm

Monday 1 April - 17 April
Italian Immersion 

Wednesday 3  April 
Year 7-10 Parent Student 
Teacher Conference 

Thursday 4 April
Kitchen Kapers Years 4 - 6 
Afterschool Program  
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm

Frday 5 April 
Holy Week Liturgy

Term 1 Learning 
Showwcase

Last Day of Term 

2019 School Review 
The Catholic Education Melbourne school review process occurs in the fourth year of the 
School Improvement Framework (SIF) cycle and is a key component of the SIF.  The core 
purpose of the school review process is to serve the needs of schools, to affirm achievements 
of the past four years, explore areas for growth and to plan for future improvement as a 
Catholic school striving for excellence in student outcomes across all areas.  The review 
process has two dimensions: 
i)  Strategic Planning in which the review process provides the opportunity for discernment 
about recent growth in school improvement and informs planning for future growth. Post-
review, this planning dimension will manifest as the school’s next School Improvement Plan. 
ii)   Compliance, which provides an audit/verification process of the Minimum Standards for 
School Registration and other State and Federal Requirements, is conducted for all schools 
engaging in the process of school review. 

Next week we will begin the first dimension of our review. We will engage in a two-day review 
process using the National School Improvement Tool (NSIT).   As part of this process, a team 
of highly experienced reviewers will interview a number of staff, students and parents. 
Comprised of nine domains, NSIT assists schools to review and reflect on their efforts to 
improve the quality of teaching and learning.

Using an evidence-based framework, the NSIT supports school-wide conversations 
about aspects of current practice, areas for improvement and evidence that 
progress is being made. When used as an ongoing reference point over a period, 
the NSIT also provides a basis for monitoring long-term improvements in practice. 

Prayers 
As a Mercy College community, we pray for those caught up in the events in New Zealand, 
for those killed and wounded, and for those who will mourn. 

Let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy of God.

Lila McInerney 
Principal

O God You created all people in your image.
We thank you for the amazing variety of races and cultures in this world.
Enrich our lives by ever widening circles of friendship and 
show us your presence in those who are most different from us.
Help us to love and care for each other just as you care and love each one of us.
You call us to live in peace and harmony with everyone in our country,
yet we often find it difficult to accept those from different cultures who live in our communities. 
Give all of us hearts like your Son’s, open to the experiences, hopes, troubles 
and goodness of everyone we meet. 
Help us to be compassionate towards all, sharing the load of each other and all those in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

                Adap. Sherry Balcombe, Coordinator of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry
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An Interview with our Social Justice Captain
Marina Labib 

     Can you tell us a little about  
     your faith and your  
     understanding of social justice?
 
    My faith and understanding  
    of social justice play a very  
     big part in my origins and who  
     I feel I am spiritually and  
          emotionally. My parents were  
      born in Egypt and moved here  
      with my family in the 90s. This 
points to my great love for social justice as my family’s 
people back home have been living in crisis for a long 
time and there is unfortunately a little bit of strife 
between the religions there. My mother and father are 
Coptic Catholics and raised me to be the same (Coptic 
simply meaning ‘Egyptian Christian’). My family back 
home in Egypt have also suffered oppression because 
of their faith and their strength has pointed me to God 
on multiple occasions. My understanding of social 
justice and my faith are correlated. I turn to God for 
peace and equality between peoples all over the world 
and I pray that people may be able to accept everyone 
into their communities in the near future. I feel the 
society has reached one of its pivotal points in history 
and that social justice and the fight for those who 
cannot fight plays a major part now.

What are your personal strengths?
I believe firmly that my greatest strength is my passion 
and my enthusiasm to change the world for the better. 
I am known for being emotional and sensitive about 
certain situations in the world now and I use that 
emotion as a driver or a determinant for my actions. 
I also like to believe that I am quite open-minded and 
can understand and appreciate both sides in a social 
issue in many situations. When being an advocate in 
Social Justice, it’s important to consider all sides of 
issue in order to best approach a solution.

 
 
 
 
 
 

What has been your biggest challenge and how have 
you overcome it?
My biggest challenge so far has been overcoming 
doubt in my faith and understanding the part that 
social justice plays in changing the world. As I’m sure 
many others who have advocated for social issues have 
experienced, when I was first introduced to social issues 
and social justice, I did not feel inspired to change the  
world and I did not feel optimistic that it would one 
day change for the better. I was pessimistic about 
how humanity treated each other and it made  
me doubt my faith, which made me doubt my beliefs 
and essentially, who I believe I am. With the help of 
teachers at Mercy College, I opened my heart to the 
world again and I began to understand that I could turn 
that fear of the world never changing for the better, 
into a drive to be the person who tries to change it. I 
will admit, at times I still feel hopeless when it comes 
to trying to advocate for peace on Earth, but the key is 
to remain optimistic and thus remain strong.

What do you feel are the most serious social justice 
issues of our time?
Right now, I believe that the time for segregation 
and oppression has come to pass and we, as a 
humanitarian community need to focus on striving 
for equality for everyone. I also believe an important 
issue in our present time is the continuous threat of 
climate change. I especially believe that we are the 
generation that needs to act if we have any hope of 
saving our planet and that we need to work quickly 
to stop society from causing any extra harm to the 
planet. With hope, in the future, we can move forward 
with more sustainability and efficiency.

What have you enjoyed about being Social Justice 
Captain so far?
I have loved hearing the opinions and beliefs of all 
the year level Social Justice leaders as well as the 
collaborative ideas of the Seeds of Justice members. 
It shows an intimate understanding of the troubles 
of our world and what we as a new generation can 
do to make it a better one to live in, so that maybe 
someday, our children will be just a little bit happier 
and free than we were.

O God You created all people in your image.
We thank you for the amazing variety of races and cultures in this world.
Enrich our lives by ever widening circles of friendship and 
show us your presence in those who are most different from us.
Help us to love and care for each other just as you care and love each one of us.
You call us to live in peace and harmony with everyone in our country,
yet we often find it difficult to accept those from different cultures who live in our communities. 
Give all of us hearts like your Son’s, open to the experiences, hopes, troubles 
and goodness of everyone we meet. 
Help us to be compassionate towards all, sharing the load of each other and all those in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

                Adap. Sherry Balcombe, Coordinator of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry



An Interview with our Mission Captain
Marta Kako 

Can you tell us about what Lent and Easter means to you? Did you give up 
anything for Lent? If so what?
 
To me, Lent and Easter is a significant time for reflection and reconciliation. 
It is an opportunity for the Christian community to further connect, or 
perhaps reconnect with God through Christ and his experience of hardships 
and crucifixion. I feel that in this Lenten season, I have concentrated 
heavily on building a stronger connection with God through prayer and 
contemplation. On the first week of lent, I had personally decided to 
abstain from meat. This was an opportunity for me to not only recognise 
and appreciate the sacrifice of Christ and his sufferings, but also the 
suffering of those in the world who are less fortunate than I am. 

Who inspires you?
 
My parents inspire me the most. My dad’s diligence and hardworking nature has always encouraged me to 
“go hard or go home”, as he likes to say. He is also very confident and daring, which is something that I very 
much look up to. My mum’s strength, big heart and wisdom also makes me hope to become at least half 
the women she is.
 
What are your dreams for your future?
 
At the moment, I do aspire to study Psychology at Monash after graduating from Mercy. I want to eventually 
have a career in either Clinical or Health Psychology. I’ve always had a great interest in human behaviour as 
well as supporting those in need and so I thought that this would be the best career for me.
 
Is there a specific saint you mostly look up to? 
 
From researching her for a religion project in year 7, I was really interested in St Gemma Galgani. Her story 
is inspiring as at a young age, she faced many challenges such as illness and the death of her father, yet she 
continued to place her trust and faith in God. Something that is interesting about her is that she would get 
marks of stigmata on her feet and hands (wounds that are similar to those of Christ’s when he was crucified).

What are some qualities that you believe a good leader should display?
 
I think that a great leader should be open to and considerate of the thoughts and opinions of others in 
addition to their own. Although it may be difficult to see eye to eye with people who have differing ideas, 
listening to others can further enhance your own knowledge as a leader. Another quality that works 
alongside this is good communication. I believe that a good leader should be able to express their personal 
outlooks on certain topics with confidence in order to achieve their best in the position. 



On Friday 15 March we attended mass in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral Melbourne for the Mass of Saint Patrick 
for schools. This took place during Catholic Education 
Week 2019 and the theme for this year is ‘Growing 
Young in Christ’. 

All of the Primary Schools and Secondary Schools who 
were celebrating significant milestone years walked 
into the Cathedral with their school banners. It was 
a beautiful and colourful sight and a lovely start to 
the mass, we also saw lots of saints names which we 
recognised. We loved seeing students from different 
schools in Melbourne come together to celebrate in a 
special way.

Most Reverend Peter A. Comensoli, Archbishop 
of Melbourne, led the mass. During his homily he 
discussed the idea that we are all saints in different 
ways because we all follow God and look up to Jesus 
and the way He lived. This was an idea we had never 
heard before and so it was surprising and interesting. 
Archbishop Comensoli did say that we are all saints 
with a little “s” and the real Saints are Saints with a 
big “S”! This helped us to understand the idea he was 
discussing more easily and it means we can apply this 
idea to our everyday life in the way we live and behave.

There were hundreds of students in attendance at the 
mass and during the homily Archbishop Comensoli 
commented on the fact that so many in attendance 
had not been born in Australia and so were immigrants. 
St. Patrick himself was not a native to Ireland, he was 
actually from Wales and brought Christianity to the 
people of Ireland after he had been brought there as a 
young man. This linked these young people to the Saint 
whom this mass celebrated.

Towards the end of the mass students and teachers 
were invited to make a pledge as part of Catholic 
Education Week to commit to following the life of Jesus 
in a closer way. This is what we said:
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We commit ourselves to spreading the Good News 
of Jesus Christ by working together in respect, love 
and peace making God’s Kingdom a reality in the 
world. Today we recommit ourselves to Catholic 
Education and to caring for all those in our school 
community.

Being able to mix and interact with other students 
from different schools was a real highlight of this 
experience. It was also a very proud moment for all 
from Mercy College, as students and teachers from the 
school were part of the choir and orchestra leading the 
mass. 

Both of us really enjoyed this experience and would 
recommend it to other students, I really hope we get 
the chance to attend this mass again in future.

   Amelia Capasso Year 7 and 
   Isabel Isho Year 8

Mission and Identity
St Patrick’s Day Mass Reflection 



Director of Curriculum and Pedagogy
Vanessa Folino 

Monitoring Attendance 
 
Any absence has the potential to lead to learning 
gaps. Missing multiple lessons/assessment tasks 
can reduce a student’s attendance percentage and 
negatively impact her overall results especially in 
areas where the learning is cumulative. At Week 6 
of each term Homeroom Teachers will communicate 
with families if a student’s attendance falls below 
80%. This information will begin a conversation 
on strategies to best support the student moving 
forward. In the case of an extended holidays, 
one week or more, a letter to the Principal 
is required outlining the specific dates away. 

Satisfactory completion Years 
7-10, VCE, VCAL and Internal VET 
Subjects

For satisfactory completion of Years 7-10, a VCE 
unit or VCAL competency, students must have 
an attendance record of 80% for each subject 
and demonstrate their achievement of the set of 
outcomes as specified in the study design. The 
decision about satisfactory completion of outcomes 
is based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s 
overall performance on assessment tasks designated 
for the unit. Satisfactory performance of these 
tasks is sufficient evidence to award an S for the 
unit. Satisfactory completion of assessments tasks 
requires the work to be completed by the due date 
and it needs to be the student’s own work. For 
students completing a VCE unit, VCAL or VET, if a 
student is absent on the day of an assessment task 
either a medical certificate or a Statutory Declaration 
is required. For students in year levels (7-12), in the 
event of an absence on the day of an assessment task 
or examination, the subject teacher and the Learning 
and Wellbeing Level Leader need to be notified of 
the absence.

The decision to award an S for the unit is distinct from 
the assessment of levels of achievement. A student 
may receive a low score for an assessment however  

was able to demonstrate sufficient understanding, 
knowledge or skill in class or during a redemption 
task and hence achieve satisfactory completion. A 
student that receives a UG for an assessment will be 
offered the opportunity to complete a redemption 
task. Examples of a redemption task could include: 
the original task, a version of the original task or a 
conversation about the learning. Upon satisfactory 
completion of the redemption task, the numerical 
score for first attempt stands however the final result 
will be an S.
 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child to 
progress through school and life. Students in Years 
7 and 9 will participate in NAPLAN tests in reading, 
writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar 
and punctuation) and numeracy. The assessment 
provides students, their families and schools with 
an understanding of how individual students are 
performing. NAPLAN data is used in conjunction 
with other data sets to determine strengths and areas 
that require reinforcement, the data also contributes 
to discussion about designing personalised learning 
programs.
 
This year NAPLAN will be conducted online, in order 
to prepare students will be instructed on how to use 
the online platform. Year 7 students will undertake 
the NAPLAN practice test Thursday March 28. This is 
an opportunity for students to experience the online 
NAPLAN process. For this test, students will require 
headphones, a pencil and their student id card. A 
clear bottle of water, without labels, is permitted. 
Mobile phones are not permitted into the test room.
 
The NAPLAN dates for Mercy College are 20, 21 and 
22 May. If you would like to discuss NAPLAN online 
please do not hesitate to contact Ms Vanessa Folino, 
Director of Curriculum and Pedagogy. 

Education comes from within, it comes from 
struggle, effort and thought 

- Napoleon Hill



Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

Special Moments
 
Each day of teaching and interacting with the young women of Mercy we care for brings special moments 
and Friday 8 March was a day filled with these moments.

Being International Women’s Day, we delighted in each other’s company as we enjoyed breakfast and listened 
to inspirational words from Tiffany Davis from the Archdiocese of Melbourne.  It was wonderful watching all 
the females in the Performing Arts Space writing messages of love and support to other significant women 
in their lives; expressing emotions and thoughts that may not have been shared otherwise. International 
Women’s Day is a day that marks many things, and at Mercy College, what it marked was special- the close 
relationships all women in our community share with their loved ones; relationships that make them who 
they are and that in turn make our community the special one that it is.

Enjoy these photos that capture the special moments 

 

Student Wellbeing and Student Voice are key elements of life at Mercy College and on Friday 15 March this 
was made abundantly clear to me as I watched and listened to two Year 7 students remind a Year 11 student 
that there is always someone to talk to at Mercy if you need a supportive ear and helpful advice.  There is 
something very powerful in this interaction between ‘newcomer’ and ‘established’ student, particularly when it 
is the newcomer making the other feel welcomed and supported.  The day was National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence, and student from Year 7s volunteered to welcome all students as they walked through 
our front gates. The message the students delivered at the start of the day was, “ On this day we say ‘No’ to 
bullying behaviour. Always know that there is always someone to turn to for support at Mercy if you ever need 
it.”



Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

 

 

Year Levels then held assemblies where students made this pledge together; “I 
make a commitment to treat everybody with respect.  I will show compassion 
and hospitality to others in need. I will have the courage not to be a bystander, 
but to work for justice by being an upstander. It is my responsibility to work 
towards maintaining an environment where everyone feels safe to be who 
they are and to have the chance to demonstrate excellence in all they do.” 

Homework and Assessment
 
Being organised with homework and assessment tasks, especially now as 
we head towards the end of Term One, is vital to your daughter’s academic 
progress and wellbeing.  Assessment is ongoing throughout the Term, but to 
avoid that rush which always seems to occur at the end, please talk to your 
daughter about not leaving work until the last minute. Good study and work 
habits will always serve her well and are important to establish early.

If you would like some advice in this area, please don’t hesitate to call me at 
the College. Don’t forget also that our Information Centre is open after school 
everyday, except Friday, until 5.30 pm. Here our girls have an environment 
which supports them in their endeavors to work to the best of their ability.

Parent Student Teacher Conferences

Parents / Guardians with students in Years 7 to 10 are invited to attend the 
Parent Student Teacher Conferences on Wednesday 3 April 2019  from 
1.30pm - 8.00pm. This is a great opportunity to discuss wellbeing, academic 
performance and talk about strategies that can be implemented in order to 
improve outcomes. Bookings are open now and can be can be made online 
via PAM, select the student and click on the Interviews icon on the right.

Winter Uniform 

A reminder that from Monday 6 May 2019 students are required to wear  their full Winter Uniform.  The 
Uniform Shop will only open for business during normal School Term hours, Wednesday’s 1.00pm – 4.00pm 
and Thursday’s 8.00am – 12.00pm.  The Shop will be closed during the Term 1 break.

There is no need to make an appointment for Winter Uniform fittings.

Elena is the Uniform Shop Manager and can be contacted on 9319 9235 if there are any queries.  
Remember if your daughter has grown out of her uniform and the items are in good to excellent condition, 
you can bring them to the Uniform Shop to be sold on your behalf.



 

Opportunities for Student Engagement:

A snapshot of a week at Mercy!

Here is a snapshot, taken directly from our Daily Messages on SIMON of what has recently  been on offer to 
engage your daughter and enhance her wellbeing. Please encourage your daughter, as we do at school, to 
participate.
 
Music        
Monday         
•  Clarinet and Sax Ensemble - Lunchtime in the Performing Arts Space   
•  Flute Ensemble - Lunchtime in the Music Classroom
•  Rock Band - After School in the Rock House   

Tuesday         
•  Mercy Belles - Lunchtime in the Music Classroom
•  Vocal Ensemble - Lunchtime in the PAS
•  Junior Rock Band- After school in the Rock House

Wednesday
•  Mercy Voices - Lunchtime in the Music Classroom

Thursday 
•  Concert Band - 7:45am in the Performing Arts Space
•  Guitar Ensemble - Lunchtime in the Rock House

Mercy Week of Sport
Tuesday - Swimming after school
Thursday - Swimming before school and Swimming Competition

Next Week 
Tuesday - Inters/ Seniors Badminton (McAuley Hall)
Wednesday -  Juniors Badminton (McAuley Hall)
Friday -  all teams Badminton (McAuley Hall)

Book/Literacy & Numeracy Week - it is here!

Today is the beginning of Book/Literacy & Numeracy Week. The theme is Find your super powers.
Each day there will be activities to help celebrate the importance of reading, writing and Mathematics. 
Where does your super power lie ... with reading or writing or speaking or in numbers or in formulas or in 
Maths problems?

Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty



At lunchtime, today, come to the library to play Blockbuster. With a partner, you play against another pair 
to see who can answer the best of three questions correctly. To make your answer you use wooden blocks 
that contain individual letters on each side. There is a lot of fun to be had. There will prizes for winning 
partnerships.

Once again we have our House Competitions. This year the three activities are:
•  In less than 50 words ...
•  Design a bookmark
•  Power problems

Entry forms will be given to you by your English and Maths teachers. You have until Friday 22 March to 
complete all three activities. Put your completed entries in the boxes located at Student Reception or the 
Information Centre. Make sure you include your name, class and House. Judges will mark all entries and 
winners will be advertised next week. All entries earn valuable House points with winners awarded prizes.

Close the Gap Day - Thursday 21 March

All students are invited to come to the GLC area of Library on Thursday the 21 March at lunchtime to take 
part in an activity which asks you: “What has Australia given you, what are you going to give Australia?” as part 
of Close the Gap Day. If you want to know more and are keen to be creative at lunchtime please come along.

School Attendance
 
Notification of Student Absence and Late Arrival
       
Parents/guardians are required to notify the College of student absence or late arrival by 8.45am by leaving a 
message on the 24 hour Student Absentee Line phone.  They are to phone 9319 9299 then select option 1 and 
state the student’s full name, Homeroom, relationship to the student and the reason for the absence.

Parents/guardians will receive a text message informing them of their daughter’s absence or late arrival. If there 
has been no notification of the absence or late arrival, the parent/guardian is required to contact the College to 
provide the reason for the absence or lateness.

When your daughter returns to school, she must bring a signed note, explaining her absence. There is a specific 
page in your daughter’s Student Planner for this.

Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

Holy Week Liturgy

All parents and guardians are warmly invited to our Holy Week Liturgy which will be held in McAuley 
Hall at 1.30 pm on Friday 5 April . The Liturgy will be followed by the Term 1 Learning Showcase which 
parents/guardians are also welcome to attend.

This important time in our Liturgical Calendar will be marked with a liturgy created by out Yr 9 students 
with a focus on The Stations of the Cross.



Extended Holidays 

An extended holiday, one week or more, requires a formal letter or email to the Principal.
 
Any absence has the potential to lead to learning gaps. Missing multiple lessons/assessment tasks can reduce 
a student’s attendance percentage and negatively impact her overall results especially in areas where the 
learning is cumulative. The recommendation is that while you are away your daughter engages with what 
is available via Google Classroom. Upon your return, she will need to attend Homework Help, Maths Help, 
meet with her teachers and engage with the Graduate Tutoring Program if undertaking a VCE study. Your 
daughter will be expected to attend Assessment Catch-Up in order complete missed tasks, where required.

Mercy College Student Attendance Protocol

Activities Week 2019

Each year level at Mercy College participates in a compulsory activity during one week in the Academic Year 
Activities Week. The Week is aimed at assisting the students’ social, emotional and spiritual development 
and also allows the “fostering of personal growth”. The scheduling of these activities during this one week 
minimises disruption to the learning and teaching program throughout the year. All students from Years 7 
through to 12 and all Mercy College teaching staff will be involved in Activities Week.
 
Below is a table which lists the dates and activities for each year level. While Monday 29 April is a student 
free day, for Year 10 students, this will be their first day of work experience.
 

Director of Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
Maureen Fogarty

https://indd.adobe.com/view/f581dc69-b07b-4f3f-ba6a-1334655295bc


Friday 15 March was the National Day of Action Against Bullying and  Violence and to acknowledge this day the 
Year 7s gathered in the morning to make a pledge against bullying. Below is a photo of the year level showing their 
stance against bullying. Furthermore, in a Wellbeing lesson, each Homeroom has created a bunting to display in 
their classroom that further showcases their attitudes about bullying and the importance of being an upstander 
instead of a bystander.

This week the Year 7s were provided with some information about camp that will be on Tuesday April 30 - Friday 
May 3. The camp is called Camp Adanac and is located in Yarra Junction. A reminder that Monday April 29 is a 
student free day. The Year 7s have received a letter of information to be passed on to parents/guardians and the 
following forms need to be filled out, signed and returned by Thursday 28 March: 
•  Parent/Guardian and Student Agreement Form
•  Confidential Student Medical Form

There will be more information to come regarding camp, but if you have any questions in the meantime, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

Year 7 Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Lauren Purcell 



Year 8 Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Suzan El-Khoury

This week, there has been an air of excitement as talk has begun about Year 8 Camp at Don Bosco, Safety Beach. 
This camp is an exciting opportunity for the students to strengthen relationships with their teachers and peers, 
experience challenges in a new environment, and have fun out of their comfort zone. This week, your daughters 
would have received a number of forms for camp, which need to be signed and returned to their homeroom 
teacher, by Monday 25 March. These include:
 •  Medical form
 •  General permission form (signed by the student and parent/guardian)
 •  Tree Surfing indemnity form
 •  Surfing indemnity form
 
In Religious Education, as a part of Catholic Education Week, the Year 8 students were among those who designed 
and wrote personalised cards for students in nearby Primary Schools who were making their First Reconciliation. 
They were able to write them their own messages, wishing them luck for this important day. It was great to see 
the girls put some much enthusiasm, thought and reflection into making these cards.

 



Year 9 Learning and Wellbeing Level Leader
Cailtin Lamont

The Year 9 Activities Week program holds the unique opportunity to be tailored for the needs and interests of 
the present cohort. This year’s program entitled ‘Finding Me’ is no different.

The students will undertake a program where each day focuses on a posing question. Namely;
 •  ‘What if I was a Leader?’
 •  ‘What if I was Lost?’
 •  ‘What if I was a Statistic?’
 •  ‘What if I rose to the Challenge?’

The student leaders of Year 9 were presented with these posing questions and asked to determine a title for 
the week which overarches these themes. ‘Finding Me’ was decided as it allows individuality to shine through.

This week, your daughter will receive three notices which need to be signed and returned to their homeroom 
teacher, by Monday 25 March. These include:
 •  Medical form
 •  General permission form (signed by the student and parent/guardian)
 • ‘What if I rose to the Challenge?’ Sponsorship Form (to be returned with sponsorship on  
     Monday 6 May)

Please note that on Thursday 2 May the students will be participating in a sleepover at the college to simulate 
‘rough sleeping’ experienced by those who are homeless. If this is not practicable for your daughter please 
contact me via clamont@mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au to arrange an alternative dismissal time on that day.

YEAR 7 2021 Enrolments
 
 
As we commence the enrolment process for students wishing to enter Mercy College for Year 7 in 
2021, we would like to remind any current families with daughters in Grade 5 to please ensure that 
you have submitted an enrolment form.  Enrolment Forms and Prospectus packs are available 
from Reception or via our website.
 •  2021 Enrolment closes 23 August 2019
 •  Offers of Enrolment will be sent on  18 October 2019



The Arts and Technology
Michelle Walker 

Music at Mercy

It’s been a busy week in the Music School at Mercy. Here are a couple 
of highlights. 

St Patrick’s Day Mass

On Friday 15 March selected instrumentalists and vocal students were 
given the opportunity to play and sing in the orchestra and choir at the 
St Patrick’s Day Celebration Mass for Catholic Schools at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. We joined with Academy of Mary Immaculate, Mazenod 
College and St Margaret’s Primary School to form a strong and beautiful 
sounding vocal choir and orchestra. 

We met for rehearsals leading up to the mass, which were held 
at Academy and St Patrick’s Cathedral. Some highlights of these 
rehearsals were bringing together the orchestra and choir to hear the 
beautiful harmonies and adding some lyrics to the music. It also gave 
us the opportunity to make new friends from other schools and to share 
our love of music. It was great to be exposed to such a vast range of 
instruments and skills, in a very professional environment. 

On Friday, the Cathedral was packed; over 3000 students filled the pews 
and some were even sitting on the floor it was so full! The sound was very 
different in the Cathedral than it was in the drama space at Academy. 
The sound bounced off the walls and filled the Cathedral with beautiful 
music. 

It was a wonderful experience for Mercy Music to work with Academy, 
and something we hope to continue to do in the future. This experience 
has definitely encouraged us to step out of our comfort zones, explore 
new music and it is something that we will never forget. 
          
  Danielle Cassarino 10B 

St Bernard’s Primary School Fete

On Sunday 17 March, ten students from Mercy Music performed a 
45 minute set at the St Bernard’s Primary School fete. These groups 
were student led and comprised of vocal and instrumental ensemble 
performances. There was a distinctive Irish theme, which was fitting 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day. The students performed brilliantly 
showcasing both their musical skills and love of music and performing. 
Congratulations and thanks to all students involved. 



Health & Physical Education
Rebecca Mazzone 

Tennis Report 

Junior Report 

On Friday 8 February the SCSA Tennis competition was 
held. Our team consisted of 9 players and it was a great 
experience to work with other students from years, 7 to 
8.  The day was well organised and the order of matches 
were planned really well.  All the events were on time and 
scheduled properly. All of the student’s part of the junior 
tennis team all worked together cooperatively. The highlight 
of the competition was how many friends we made from 
our team, and how we all cooperated as a team. 

Intermediate Report 

On Friday 8 March we travelled to Boroondara tennis 
courts for the SCSA tennis competition. Once we arrived 
we began warming up and preparing ourselves for the day 
ahead. As the other schools arrived we all started to feel 
the excitement and nerves, as we were going to begin the 
matches soon. The inters were ready to go and win some 
games. Our singles player Alide did really well and won a 
few games. All the doubles pairs did really well especially 
Grace and Adrianna who had some powerful serves. Overall 
it was a great day and everyone had lots of fun.

         Aristea Vorenas and Enza Lorenti 10D



Indoor Cricket
Rebecca Mazzone

Seniors
On Thursday 14 March, the Mercy College senior Indoor 
Cricket team set off to Action Indoor Sports Centre, Box 
Hill for the 2019 SCSA tournament. Our day began with 
a 9am start against Ave Maria College, where myself, 
Alyssa Pizzi, Claudia Montesano, Erin Saliba, Claudia 
Dell’Universita, Pontif Janjamruen, Tamara Hanosh , 
Alide Gorlin, and Jasmine Hamwi, kicked off the day 
with a win. The final score being 80-9.
 
The day progressed with a round robin tournament 
between Kilbreda College, Ave Maria College and 
Mercy College for the title. Throughout the day our 
games were intense. As we played each team multiple 
times the scores varied from a 65-5 smashing win to 
a 55-51 thriller win. Hence, as our confidence grew, so 
did our winning streak. We managed to finish the day 
undefeated and advanced into the grand final. With a 
premiership in the previous year, it was no secret we 
had our sights set on another. The final score in the 
grand final game was 67-62, with an incredible catch 
by Tamara Hanosh winning not only the game, but the 
achievement of player of the match.
 
Overall, the 2019 Indoor Cricket tournament was 
thrilling to say the least. The remarkable effort by each 
and every team member assisted in the achievement 
of this year’s flag and the title of reigning premiers. On 
behalf of the team, I would like to thank Mr Moss, Mr 
Egan and our student coaches Natalie Pafralis and Julia 
Lilla for mentoring and coaching our team to success. 
            Krstel Petrevski (Sports Captain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermediate
On Thursday 14 March we travelled to Box Hill for the 
SCSA indoor cricket competition. Once we got there we 
immediately got on the pitch to start warming up. Mr 
Egan was the coach of our team which was the inters.  
We warmed up our bowls and practiced our batting 
skills until it was eventually our turn to play a game. 
There were three other schools at the competition as 
well as us. Our first game was very intense and got us 
ready for the day and the rest of our games ahead. We 
lost our first game by three points and this only fueled 
us to try harder and do better in our next games, which 
worked well for us as we won our next game. We had 
some great hits from Dorsa, fast bowls from Taylah 
and amazing catches by Chloe! Overall we had a great 
day and had lots of fun.       Aristea Vorenas 10D

Juniors
On Thursday  14 March the Juniors, Inters and Senior 
Cricket teams represented Mercy College in the SCSA 
Indoor Cricket Competition at the Box Hill Indoor Sports 
Stadium. Our first game we played we won with the 
score of 54 to 28 against Killester College and with 
Paige as the wicket keeper we were unstoppable for all 
of our three games. Our second game we were catching 
cricket balls from everywhere which scored us a win of 
79 to 53 against Ave Maria College. Our third and final 
game was against Kilbreda College and we needed to 
win to get into the finals. In the end we did win and 
it was a close game with the score of 69 to 61. In the 
finals against Kilbreda College we played our best and 
encouraged each other to keep going and to play our 
best. In the end we came runners up losing by 8 runs, 
but we made lots of memories and had lots of fun.   
                        Alicia Genobile 8B



 
Head Of School Girls (HOSG) 2019

Rowing is a sport that can provide athletes with an incredible sense of 
achievement and pride, also fostering valuable life skills such as resilience, 
discipline, dedication, perseverance, commitment and determination. 
This was witnessed this past weekend first hand by a group of Mercy staff 
and students who went to support our girls at the Head of the Schoolgirls 
Regatta 2019 in Geelong. Every time the girls hit the water there is 
always a looming promise of laughter, fear, elation, tears and adrenaline. 
The standard of each row depending on many variables, the wind, the 
equipment, the current, the competition, your body and your state of 
mind, and bearing in mind that these variables change with every race! 

HOSG is the largest rowing competition in the Southern Hemisphere and 
due to the sheer magnitude of this prestigious event; rowers must choose 
and can only enter in 1 event. 2144 athletes convened last weekend 
to compete in events that ranged from Division 8 (being the least 
experienced) to Division 1 being the most elite rowers of the competition. 
The girls began the gruelling process of competing in a number of races, 
(Heats, Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and Finals) over the course of three 
days, in the hope of qualifying to race in the much-coveted A Final race. 
Those eliminated throughout the qualifying process raced in the B, C, D, 
E and F finals (F finals being the last event for the first rowers eliminated 
from the competition). 

Jessica Mirabelli (10D) in the Yr 10 Div 1 Single Sculling event and Elissa 
Mirabelli (8A) proudly represented Mercy College in the Yr 9 Div 1 Single 
Sculling event.  As has was mentioned over the course of the weekend, 
you really had to be there, soaking up the atmosphere and watching these 
girls to see what they go through to truly understand what it is that they 
do and the strength of body and mind required. They push their minds, 
bodies and spirit to the very edge of breaking point to make all the training 
and preparation worth it. The punishing physical and mental workout paid 
off this year as both girls progressed to the A final event. Jessica and Elissa 
both finished with great times and many Personal Bests after each race, 
with their successes being the product of a rigorous and gruelling schedule. 

As the season draws to a close we wish them luck and success this weekend 
in the Saltwater and Henley Regattas, before commencing their winter 
training schedule once again in preparation for another great season. 
Keep them in your thoughts as winter approaches and the girls hit the 
water in the early hours of the morning while you are still asleep and warm 
in your beds. 

We look forward to another successful campaign in the 2020 HOSG



Information Centre 
Anne Girolami 

Book/Literacy and Numeracy Week

This week we celebrated Book/Literacy and Numeracy Week and our theme was Find your super powers. We used 
the Week to think more deeply about being literate and numerate. These skills contribute to us being longlife 
learners. 

The suite of activities were planned by the Mathematics, English and Information Centre domains. All of these 
activities encouraged students and staff to value the ability to read, write, listen, speak and solve mathematical 
equations and problems. Participation in all activities will also be awarded with House points. 

A full account of activities, including the announcement of the various winners, will appear in the next newsletter.

Friends of the Performing Arts
Caitlin Lamont

In last fortnight’s newsletter I introduced you to the Friends of the Performing Arts initiative. If you or a family 
member is interested in joining this inaugural team to support the Performing Arts community, please contact Ms 
Caitlin Lamont via clamont@mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au.

Mission 
To enhance the Performing Arts Community at Mercy College through the involvement of the parent body. The 
Performing Arts at Mercy reflects the rich tapestry of our College. This key factor is to be acknowledged and 
celebrated. By further involving the parents of Performing Arts students, the community is supported more 
strongly, thus allowing students to thrive in a safe and supporting learning environment, both inside and outside 
of the classroom.

Mandate 
The Friends of the Performing Arts will assist the community of musicians, actors, and dancers at Mercy College by 
enhancing the sense of unity amongst students and staff. The role/s of the Friends of the Performing Arts will be 
various and liaise with the Performing Arts staff at the College.

Roles may include;
•  Assisting the costume and props teams for the Musical and Drama Productions. This may include sourcing and      
     delivering to the Rivergum Theatre, Parade College.
•  Offer hospitality during extraordinary (outside of school hours) rehearsals.
•  Providing new and perspective parents with information about Performing Arts and performance opportunities.
•  Provide feedback on Performing Arts programs.
•  Liaise with Parents of Parade (POP) to provide hospitality during Mercy and Parade co-production  
    performances.



Victorian Certicate of Applied Learning (VCAL)
VickiHarvey

A snapshot into VCAL @ Mercy

An aspect of VCAL allows both Year 11 and 12 students to
prepare food for Hope cafe. Hope Cafe, located at St Mark’s
Church - Fawkner and has been operating for 3 years. 

This warm and friendly environment was originally set up 
for the homeless but extends to many others and includes 
the lonely or those in emergency accommodation. 

As a class we find that donating and volunteering our time is 
beneficial and humbling, we are able to prepare a variety of 
recipes such as tim tam balls, tim tam reindeers, antipasto 
skewers, ham and cheese wraps and Ice cream sandwiches.

It improves our learning  because we need to communicate 
with each other and we learn more from what we observe. 
Another aspect linked with cooking for Hope Cafe, is that 
it provides us with the opportunity to demonstrate our OHS 
knowledge learnt in our theory classes, ensuring a 
hands on safe learning environment.

Linked within VCAL we also complete an Active Volunteering subject which is also hands on learning as 
we take time to help people and go to placements where we would like to potentially work in the future. 
Active Volunteering allows each individual to gain experience in a variety of communities. We really find 
this rewarding to be able to help people who are in need!

Here is a snapshot of our  VCAL preparation over the last two weeks! Stay tuned for more yummy food!!

Written by VCAL Students
 



Careers 
Vicki Harvey and Ellen Ryan 

As the holidays approach... 

There are a number of programs being offered by tertiary institutions over the holidays. Some courses are for 
Year 10, Year 11 and/or Year 12 students to gain a better understanding of courses and institutions they may 
choose after the completion of Year 12.  Some of the courses on offer:
 •  A Day in the Life of a Fashion Illustrator @ Box Hill TAFE (Year 10,11 & 12)
     https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-fashion-illustrator-and-developing-your-fashion-
     portfolio-tickets-58344528054

 •  Ready Set Design, which  is a series of three workshops for VCE students where students can learn about  
     careers and tertiary programs in design, develop a folio, and practice interview and presentation skills. 
     https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ready-set-design-workshop-1-design-bytes-tickets-32340900504?
     aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete

 •  A Day at Melbourne is an immersive event for Year 10 students that includes opportunities to speak with  
     current students and academic staff about what life is like at the University of Melbourne. 
     https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/events-for-future-students/all-events-listing/a-day-at-melbourne

 •  Experience Clever @ LaTrobe University allows students to experience university for a day 
     To see what is available go to: 
     https://www.latrobe.edu.au/study/life/events/experience-clever

 •  Monash University are providing a great opportunity for future students and parents to explore the   
     campuses during school holidays. These tours give visitors the opportunity to meet a current Monash  
    student and take a general tour of the campus.  https://www.monash.edu/campus-tours

Please note: 
 •  Places to the above tertiary sessions are limited and bookings MUST be made
 •  There is a cost associated with some of the programs, so ensure you read all information before signing
        up to participate

An App for VCE students
Access Education has a revision app which provides weekly revision questions on subjects. You need to nominate 
the subject areas you which to have. There is a cost so ensure that you check out the cost.
https://www.accesseducation.com.au/promo/browse?promo=Quitch

 
CareersNews

Apart from information related to Career Expos, University and TAFE updates, each edition of CareerNews features 
possible future pathways. The advantage of taking the time to read the CareerNews is that the Career Focus outlines 
the skills and responsibilities of a featured career and explores the courses and pathway courses available at tertiary 
institutions that can aid students in gaining qualifications in this career field. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-fashion-illustrator-and-developing-your-fashion-portfolio-tickets-58344528054
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-fashion-illustrator-and-developing-your-fashion-portfolio-tickets-58344528054
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ready-set-design-workshop-1-design-bytes-tickets-32340900504?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ready-set-design-workshop-1-design-bytes-tickets-32340900504?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/events-for-future-students/all-events-listing/a-day-at-melbourne
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/study/life/events/experience-clever
https://www.accesseducation.com.au/promo/browse?promo=Quitch


Alumni News 
Diane Psaila

Sisterly love
There’s nothing like it
A feeling of warmth and trust
Because  you see, she has my back 
I can rely on her on whatever 
I do 
Guiding me and applauding me too
Yes, that’s my dear sister, a friend who is true
                                 Diane Psaila 

Alumni Greetings!

It was a lovely talking with Annie Driver, class of 2015, a few weeks ago and 
listening to her talk with enthusiasm about her studies, work commitments 
as a Student Support Officer at Mercy College and involvement in the 
upcoming Mercy College and Parade College 2019 musical – ‘The Addams 
Family.’
 
Annie also suggested that I contact her sister Emily Driver, class of 2013 as 
she would welcome sharing her story with the Alumni community. Annie 
was beaming with pride with her sister’s accomplishments in life so far…. but 
before I introduce Emily, I asked Annie about her involvement in the musical. 

Annie had this to say – 

When I was asked if I could assist in the musical, I jumped 
at the opportunity.  Of course, I would! Musicals were 
always a big part of my time here as a student. Having 
been assigned the role of assistant choreographer 
allowed me to not only assist in teaching dances 
created by the amazing choreographer herself, Caitlin 
Lamont, but the opportunity to choreograph my own 
dance for the whole ensemble! How about that? 

I have always felt confident that when I graduate from 
my teaching degree and begin work in a school, I would 
be involved in school musicals and performing arts, so 
why not get a little practice? I am so honoured and 
appreciative of Mercy giving me the chance to assist in 
the musical; it truly is such an exciting project for me to 
be involved in.  

‘The Addams Family’ dances are coming together; all 
the students are working hard and the show is looking 
fantastic! However, I wanted to do more. I decided to 
assist in the hair and makeup area of the show, and so 
I am now organising (alongside the costume director 
from Parade) all the hair and makeup designs for the 
cast! I think I am most excited for this, as I have never 
helped in this area. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
I love helping out the Mercy community in any way 
possible and being involved in activities I am passionate 
about. Thank you to the Mercy community for giving 
me the opportunity to help with the musical and I will 
always remember how much there is to gain from these 
times in my career! This show is definitely one not to miss!   
 
Here are the show dates and times. Contact Mercy or 
Parade for ticket information.
Rivergum Theatre Parade College at 7:30pm
Friday 17 May, Saturday 18 May, Thursday 23 May,  
Friday 24 May, Saturday 25 May 

On that note, may I present Annie’s remarkable 
sister, Emily Driver class of 2013, (pictured on the 
left), who had a vision as a child and made it a reality 
as an adult and it’s only the beginning. To read more 
CLICK HERE 

http://www.mercycoburg.catholic.edu.au/assets/Where%20are%20they%20now%20EMILY%20DRIVER%20class%20of%202013.pdf
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efm.net.au
Like us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram The right fit for you.

LET YOUR FITNESS 
SIZZLE THIS WINTER!

BUY ONE 
MONTH, 
GET ONE 
MONTH 
FREE

Welcome back to the CSPV newsletter. Please find a link to our latest 
newsletter for your information. We will be sending our newsletter 
each term in 2019.  
 
If parents from your schools would like to subscribe to our newsletter 
or provide CSPV with feedback on State advocacy issues they are 
most welcome to do so via the subscribe or feedback button on our 
newsletter or send an email to secretary@cspv.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Visit the link below to view our newsletter:
https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/streamnews?nid=6

https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/streamnews?nid=6

