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Ask:  Sometimes things happen that we don't like, don't 
expect, or make us sad. How can you be grateful during 
these times?

 Even when tough things happen, we know they won't last. We 
can always remind ourselves that Jesus has overcome all the 
problems in the world, and He is in control of everything. We can be 
grateful for all the things that God has done and will do in the future.

Ask: What does Jesus ask us to remember when we eat 
the bread and drink the cup during Communion?

Jesus asks us to remember Him when we take Communion. 
Communion is a celebration of how God rescued us from sin and 
death. It's a way to take time to be grateful for what God has done 
for us.

What are three things God has done that you feel the 
most grateful for today?

Thank you all for sharing! When we remember that God sent 
Jesus to make a way for us to have a relationship with Him that 
lasts forever, it helps us be grateful. We want to get in the habit of 
being grateful for Jesus and what He has done.

Ask: What are some ways we can show God we remember 
how He has helped us?

The easiest way to show God this is by telling Him when we 
pray! We can always talk to God through our prayers and thank 
Him for all He has given us. We can also invite people to church and 
tell them about God so that they can experience His help, too!

Prayer: Dear God, when You sent Your Son to die in our place, 
You gave us the one thing we can always be grateful for. Even 
on our worst days, we can have a heart full of gratitude 
because You are watching over us. Help us remember all 
You've done and to thank You often. We love You. AMEN.
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CONNECT GROUP ACTIVITY
Operation Christmas Child coloring

sheets, OCC boxes, OCC supplies

Say: This whole month we've been learning about 
gratitude and how important it is to tell others that you 
see how they've helped you. Right now, we have a chance 
to help kids just like you. We are going to pack some 
Operation Christmas Child boxes that will be sent all 
around the world to tell kids about Jesus' love for them. 
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Say: Thank you all so much for being so generous this 
holiday season! Because of all your hard work in here 
today, kids will be able to hear about Jesus' love for them. 
How great is that? When God blesses us, we can be a 
blessing to others. No matter what we are going though 
in life, it's important to remember all of the things that 
God has done and we need to remember to thank Him.  

Have the children sit in a circle. Hand out one OCC 
coloring sheet to each child. 

Encourage the kids to complete a coloring sheet to put 
in each box as they pack.

As they complete their coloring sheet and pack the 
boxes, ask some questions such as:

• Why do you think it's important to help others in need?
• How can you help someone this week?
• What are some things we can thank God for this holiday

season?
• What makes Christmas so special?

As you are coloring, your connect group will be called to 
the stage to assemble OCC boxes. Have each child 
complete a box, put a sticker on the top, and place it on 
the table of completed boxes. 

Return to your connect group and finish the coloring 
pages. When all pages are complete, turn them into the 
media counter.
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