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Dear Member

In this issue . . . 

•Launch of New Website

•Travel / Education Scholarship

•Retirement of the Chair

•British Society of Haematologists

•Requests, Enquiries, Information

•International Meetings

•Future CLOT Meetings

Any items for the newsletter can be emailed to 
Lesley Dolan at anticoag21@yahoo.co.uk

or by post to:-
Anticoagulant Nurse Specialist
Room 1.37
Fairfield House
Fairfield Hospital
Rochdale Old Road
Bury
BL9 7TD

Launch of New Website

It’s Arrived!

Steve Davidson (web author) launched the new 
website at the CLOT meeting in Peterborough 
on Monday 7 October 2002.

Access to the website will enable members
to apply for membership and renew online.

Access anticoagulant course information and 
details of national and international meetings.

Access our library of documents and CLOT
lecture notes.

Register for future CLOT study days and pay
online.

During December, you will receive details of 
your username and password enabling you to 
log onto the secure areas of the new site.  If 
you require further information regarding 
access of services offered by this website, 
contact the CLOT web author at
steven_davidson@talk21.com

The CLOT web address is www.clotuk.com

Many thanks go to Vicki (CLOT membership 
secretary) and Neil Warburton for setting CLOT 
on the website path originally.
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Membership Fees

Membership and renewal fees are now 
due for payment. Fees remain at £10 per 
year and should be paid to:

Vicki Warburton
Nurse Practitioner, Haematology
North Hampshire Hospital
Aldermaston Road
Basingstoke
Hants

Cheques made payable to “CLOT”

It is imperative that fees are paid 
BEFORE 30 November 2002 to enable 
Steve to assign passwords to every 
member. There are over 300 members, 
so this will not be an easy task for Steve 
to complete, so the sooner fees are paid 
the quicker your access to your website.

Unfortunately any renewals arriving for 
processing after 30 November will incur a 
£5 administration cost, so renewal will be 
£15.

Travel / Education Scholarship

Kirsty Sansum, Anticoagulant Nurse 
Practitioner at the Princess Margaret 
Hospital in Swindon and Julie-Anne 
Ross, Anticoagulant Nurse Specialist, 
North Tyneside Hospital have been 
successful in applying for the scholarship.

Kirsty will be attending the 17th

International Congress on Thrombosis in 
Italy from 26 October, 2002.

Julie-Anne will be attending the 
Anticoagulation course at the University 
of Hertforshire in Hatfield in January 
2003.

Congratulations to both of you, we will 
look forward to reading the account of 
your experiences in the Newsletters.

The closing date for the next 
Travel/Education Scholarship is Monday 
31 March 2003.  Application Forms can be 
downloaded from the website and 
completed forms sent to:

Vicki Warburton
Nurse Practitioner, Haematology
North Hampshire Hospital
Aldermaston Road
Basingstoke
Hants

The successful applicants will be 
announced at the AGM in Nottingham in 
May 2003.

Retirement of the Chair

Bridget Smith will be retiring from both the 
workplace and the CLOT Chair in May 
2003.  The Executive Committee voted for 
Steve Davidson to become the new Chair 
when Bridget hands over the reins next 
year.

Most of you are aware that Bridget was 
the founder member of CLOT and that 
she started the group in 1996 with a 
handful of Anticoagulant Nurses. I am 
sure she is very proud of where the CLOT 
group is today.

Vacancy on the Committee

Due to Bridget’s retirement and Steve’s 
election to Chair, there will be a vacancy 
on the committee and applications are 
invited for this position.

Any member interested in this role should 
forward their CV and reason for applying 
to:
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Bridget Smith
Haemostasis & Thrombosis CNS
Anticoagulation Clinic
D Floor, East Block
Queens Medical Centre
Nottingham
NG7 2UH

Closing date for application: Tuesday 31 
December 2002.

British Society of Haematologists

The next meeting of the BSH is 7-10 April 
2003, Scotland.

From a response to a questionnaire, it was 
evident that there was considerable interest 
in the possibility of Specialist Nurses 
becoming eligible for membership of the 
Society. Following discussion at a recent 
meeting of the Society’s Committee, it was 
agreed that the criteria for membership 
should be extended to any professional 
working in Haematology, with appropriate 
qualifications and experience and whom 
two Ordinary Members of the Society 
support.

The Society of a Company Limited by 
Guarantee and, to achieve the changes in 
eligibility for membership, it will be 
necessary to revise the Articles of 
Association under which the Society is 
required to operate according to Company 
Law.  A Special Resolution will be prepared 
to present to the members of the Society at 
the next Annual General Meeting in April 
2003. If approved, then those Nurses who 
have expressed an interest will be notified. 
If you wish to be kept informed of 
developments then contact: Mrs Janice 
O’Donnell at janice@bahhya.demon.co.uk

There will be 2 two-hour slots for Nurse 
speakers at the meeting in April. Caroline 
Baglin will be attending the meeting as 

CLOT representative, and we invite 4 CLOT 
members to the meeting on Tuesday 8 April 
2003.

Travel and accommodation will be provided 
for the Monday night (7 April) and return 
travel on Tuesday 8 April.

To apply for a place, send your details to:

Caroline Baglin
Clinical Nurse Specialist
Dept of Haematology
Addenbrookes Hospital NHS Trust
Box 234
Hills Road
Cambridge CB2 2QQ

All applicants will be “put in the hat” and a 
neutral body will pull the 4 successful “out 
of the hat”.

Caroline Baglin will notify successful 
applicants.

Requests/Enquiries/Information

Kate Willis, Coagulation Sister, Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Kings Lynn, Norfolk:

I am currently trying to write a protocol on 
the appropriate use of D-Dimer assay for 
patients with Suspected DVT and PE. 

I would be very grateful for any information 
you have with regard to this, especially 
anything in the form of a flow chart.
Kate.Willis@klshosp.anglox.nhs.uk

Paula Begley, Belfast City Hospital:

I am a newly appointed DVT nurse based in 
Accident & Emergency in the Belfast City 
Hospital. As far as I know this is the only 
post of it’s kind in Northern Ireland.
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I took up post in May of this year.  We 
provide a fast track service through A&E 
for patients suspected of having DVT and, 
if suitable, manage the positive patients as 
outpatients.  There is also an 
Anticoagulant Nurse Specialist in the 
Hospital who the patients are referred to 
once stabilised and have reached 
therapeutic levels.

I would welcome any help/information 
regarding assessment, diagnosis and 
treatment of DVT. Also any information in 
relation to anti-embolic stockings and post 
thrombotic syndrome. If anyone were 
running a similar service, it would be great 
to share information.
paula.begley@bch.n-i.nhs.uk

Jean Robinson:
Anticoagulation nursing. We are looking to 
set up this service within our Trust and I 
have been approached to see if I would be 
interested in helping get things started. As 
this is a new post within the Trust, I am 
seeking any help and advice that is 
available. Can you help please?
Rjean3@aol.com

Michelle Grundy, Pharmacy Dept, 
Warrington Hospital, Lovely Lane, 
Warrington, Cheshire:
We intend to develop a modified loading 
regime based on the Fennerty scale that 
we currently use. Has any other 
anticoagulant service been successful in 
developing and implementing any such 
regimes? We would be very interested in 
hearing about them and their effectiveness 
in practice.

We would also like to know about the 
approach other teams use when loading a 
new patient on anticoagulant therapy when 
they are also prescribed interacting drugs 
(either set policies or more informal 
approaches).
micgru@nch.nhs.co.uk

Meetings

ASH – American Society of Haematology, 
Philadelphia, USA 6-10 December 2002

British Society of Haematologists, Glasgow 
7-10 April 2003

American Society of Clinical Oncology, 31 
May – 3 June 2003

International Society on Thrombosis & 
Haemostasis, Birmingham 12-18 July 2003

American Society of Haematology, 5-9 
December 2003.

Future CLOT Meetings

Monday 12 May 2003 – Nottingham
Monday 10 November 2003 – Milton 
Keynes

And Finally . . . 

Some lighthearted quotes sent in:

“I’ve been on injections of Fragmentin”

“I’ve had trouble with my legs – they keep 
leaking!”

“I’m on a new tablet, Sister, they are a 
kind of fibroid”

“My wife and I get out and about as much 
as we can – She’s got M & S, you know!”

Many thanks to Pharmacia for publishing 
the Newsletter and their continued support 
of CLOT.
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