
Press Release

more >>>

(Nieder-Olm, May 2019) – Quality by People for People –  

TRACOE medical GmbH has now celebrated not one but two 

anniversaries in a ceremony at its headquarters: 60 years 

since the founding of the company and 20 years loyalty to 

the town of Nieder-Olm. During the festivities, the attendees –  

customers, suppliers and long-serving employees and also 

patrons – were not only reminded of the company’s eventful 

history, which began 60 years ago with the creation of the first 

flexible tracheostomy tubes made of PVC, but their attention 

was also directed towards the future of the family-run business. 

Because TRACOE medical has not only become one of the 

leading producers in the field of tracheostomy and laryngectomy 

in recent years - with a presence in 80 countries - but it is also 

one of the most important employers in the region with around 

220 employees. Stephan Köhler, managing director of TRACOE 

medical: “When we look back on the development of TRACOE, 

we are very proud that, despite facing a challenge here and 

there, we have succeeded here in Nieder-Olm in becoming 

a leading premium supplier at international level and have 

improved the lives of thousands of patients all over the world. 

We want to pursue this course and we have big plans for the 

next 60 years”.

Big Anniversary Year in Nieder-Olm –

TRACOE medical celebrates its 60th birthday and 
20 years loyalty to the locality 

TRACOE medical celebrates 60th birth-  
day and 20 years loyalty to the locality.

TRACOE medical has been at the 
Nieder-Olm site for two decades.

Dr. Thomas Jurisch, Managing
Director of TRACOE medical GmbH

Stephan Köhler, Managing
Director of TRACOE medical GmbH

 » Celebration with customers, suppliers and long-serving  
 employees at the company headquarters 

 » Medical technology market revolutionised at the end of  
 the 1960s with the first flexible PVC tracheostomy tubes 

 » Products “made in Germany” - an important part of the  
 company philosophy  
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History immortalised in big anniversary book 
The guests were also able to see just how eventful the history of the company 
really has been in the company’s 112-page anniversary book, hot off the press. 
Although the first tracheotomy had been performed many centuries ago, it 
was the end of the 1960s before the breathing of patients, who could no 
longer get air via the natural airways, was facilitated by PVC cannulas “made 
by TRACOE”. But getting to that point was not always easy.

From start-up to market leader 
Rudolf Köhler developed the first model of a PVC-cannula from a desire to help. 
After his death, however, his son Dr Wolfgang Köhler, a qualified lawyer, and 
his business partner Prof. Dr Franz Waldeck had to virtually start the research 
from scratch again, as the inventor had only left them a few notes. Despite 
a few difficulties, such as the loss of a long-time partner, the sudden death 
of Dr Wolfgang Köhler and the growing competition in a fiercely competitive 
medical market, the company, in its third generation with Stephan Köhler as 
managing director, who was just 22 years of age at the time, still continued to 
develop the right marketing strategies, improve the workflows and launch new 
products onto the market. This brought TRACOE medical success allowing it 
to assert itself in the market and today help define the competition as one of 
the leading participants. 

Quality standard as a practiced philosophy
This development is based on years of experience, extensive market knowledge, 
expert product and manufacturing know-how, proximity to its users and 
patients and on the company’s sense of responsibility as an employer of 
currently 220 staff. But what was and still is crucial for the success of the 
company is the “made in Germany” principle. “Our products are all carefully 
crafted by hand, a quality feature that sets us apart from the competition and 
which our customers value all over the world”, said Dr Thomas Jurisch, also 
managing director of TRACOE medical GmbH. 

Internationalisation continues apace 
Today TRACOE medical is also represented in the United Kingdom and the 
Netherlands with Kapitex Healthcare Ltd. and MC Europe B. V. respectively, 
further subsidiaries of the parent company XTR Group. Last year the Nieder-
Olm company itself showed strong growth, with sales rising by 13% to 24 
million euro. A subsidiary has now also been established in Austria  – TRACOE 
medical Austria GmbH. Recently, the medical technology manufacturer from 
Rhineland-Palatinate also added ten product lines to its range and, with 
TRACOE silcosoft, launched a series of tracheostomy tubes made of soft 
silicone that are perfectly adapted to the sensitive needs of neonates and 
children. It goes without saying that the new cannulas are also produced in 
Nieder-Olm on a production site we built ourselves in 2018 – simply quality by 
people for people.

At the end of the 1960s, Rudolph 
Köhler developed the first PVC 
cannulas.

TRACOE “silcosoft” expands its 
range for neonates and children.

TRACOE medical – Quality by People 
for People
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About TRACOE medical GmbH:

TRACOE medical GmbH, headquartered in Nieder-Olm (Rheinland-Pfalz), is one of the leading 

manufacturers and developers of medical devices and aids for patients with tracheotomies and 

larynx operations. Their premium product portfolio focusses on tracheostomy tubes for patient 

care in both hospital settings as well as at home. TRACOE medical GmbH has approximately 

220 employees, incl. 17 sales representatives, exporting its products to 86 countries. In the past 

ten years alone, TRACOE medical has been granted 19 patents. The company can look back on 

a 60-year company history; it has been selected three times as one of the TOP 100 companies 

among German small- to medium-sized businesses and is already being led by the family‘s third 

generation. The Managing Directors are Stephan Köhler and Dr. Thomas Jurisch.


