
 

Frequently Asked Questions on Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) 

What is Rank Choice Voting?  
An election method that allows voters to rank candidates in order of choice. Those rankings 
ensure that as many voters as possible will help elect a candidate they support. 

How does RCV work? 
● Ranked choice voting is designed to be simple for voters: rank candidates in order of 

choice. 
● Voters can rank as many or as few candidates as they want to. The votes are counted to 

ensure that as many voters as possible help to elect a candidate they support.  
● In a single-winner election for mayor or governor, that means that ranked choice voting 

helps to elect a candidate with majority support. 
● In a multi-winner election, it means that ranked choice voting helps a supermajority of 

voters elect a candidate they support, by allowing smaller groups of voters to each elect 
one of the winners. 
Learn more HERE 

Must I rank three candidates for each office? 
No. A voter may (but is not required to) rank three choices for each office. If there are fewer 
than three candidates for the same office, or to rank fewer than three candidates, you may leave 
any remaining columns blank. 

If I really want my first-choice candidate to win, should I rank the 
candidate as my first, second and third choice? 
No. Ranking a candidate more than once does not benefit the candidate. If a voter ranks one 
candidate as the voter's first, second and third choice, it is the same as if the voter leaves the 
second or third choice blank. 

Can I give candidates the same ranking? 
No. If a voter gives more than one candidate the same ranking, the vote cannot be counted. 
Only one candidate can represent the voter's first, second, or third choice. 

https://www.rankedchoicevoting.org/how_it_works


 

Will there be a subsequent run-off?  
No, Ranked-Choice Voting eliminates the need for run-off elections 

Why is RCV better? 
RCV has a number of benefits which include rewarding candidates who can gain broad support, 
incentivizing positive campaigning, and providing voters with more choices. In multi-winner 
districts, RCV promotes fairer and more inclusive representation than winner-take-all methods. 
For example, the Fair Representation Act for Congress would help ensure that representatives 
to Congress better represent the full spectrum of voter opinion in the United States and have 
more incentive to work across party lines in the interest of their constituents. 
Learn more HERE & HERE 

Is RCV the same as Instant Runoff Voting/Single Transferable 
Vote/The Alternative Vote? 
YES. The terms "instant runoff voting," "single transferable vote," "preference voting," "the 
alternative vote," all refer to ranked choice voting. 
 

● "Instant Runoff Voting" (IRV) only refers to electing a single-winner office like mayor or 
governor, because when used to elect one candidate, RCV allows a jurisdiction to have 
the benefits of multiple runoff elections, but voters only need to vote a single time. 

 
● "Single Transferable Vote" (STV) usually refers to electing a multi-winner office, like a 

city council or legislature. It is a "single" vote, because every voter has one vote, as 
compared to block voting, in which voters may vote for more than one candidate if more 
than one will be elected; and it is a "transferable" vote, because it uses round-by-round 
tabulation in which votes may "transfer" from candidates who are elected or who are 
defeated in the prior round. 

Where is RCV used/implemented?  
● Ranked choice voting has been adopted in U.S. cities in ten states:  

Berkeley, CA - 2010 (Mayor, City Council) 
Cambridge, MA - 1941 (City Council, School Board) 
Eastpointe, MI - 2019 (City Council) 
Las Cruces, NM - 2018 - 2019 (City Elections) 
Maine - 2018 (U.S. House & Senate Primary, General Elections, Statewide & State 
Assembly Primaries)  

https://www.fairvote.org/rcv#problems_rcv_can_help_solve
https://www.fairvote.org/rcv#rcvbenefits


 
Minneapolis, MN - 2006 (Mayor, City Council, Park Board, Tax Board) 
Oakland, CA - 2010 (Mayor, City Council, City Attorney, City Auditor, School Director) 
Payson, UT - 2019 (City Elections) 
Portland, ME - 2010 (Mayor) 
San Francisco, CA - 2002 (Mayor, City Attorney, Board of Supervisors, Sheriff, District 

Attorney, Treasurer, Assessor-Recorder, and Public Defender) 
San Leandro, CA - 2010 (Mayor, City Council) 
Santa Fe, NM - 2018 (Mayor, City Council, Municipal Judge) 
St. Louis Park, MN - 2019 (Mayor, City Council) 
St. Paul, MN - 2009 (Mayor, City Council) 
Takoma Park, MD - 2006 (Mayor, City Council) 
Telluride, CO - 2008 (Mayor) 
Vineyard, UT - 2019 (City Elections) 

 
● It is used by overseas and military voters to vote in places with runoff elections in 

another five states.  
● Over 50 U.S. colleges and universities use ranked choice voting to elect student 

government officers.  
● Internationally, it is used by every voter in six countries and in local elections in many 

more. 
● Ranked choice voting is recommended for private organizations by Roberts Rules of 

Order, and many private organizations use it, including the Academy Awards in both 
nominating and selecting the winner for its prestigious awards. 

● Learn more HERE 

Does my vote still count if I vote for the same candidate three times? 
Yes. Your vote will count only once for that candidate. 

Does my vote still count if I only select one choice? 
Yes. Your vote will count for your one choice. 

Where to get more information about Ranked Choice Voting:  
https://www.rankedchoicevoting.org/ 
https://www.fairvote.org/rcv_faq 
https://ballotpedia.org/Ranked-choice_voting_(RCV) 
https://www.opavote.com/methods/ranked-choice-voting 

https://www.rankedchoicevoting.org/where_used
https://www.rankedchoicevoting.org/
https://www.fairvote.org/rcv_faq
https://ballotpedia.org/Ranked-choice_voting_(RCV)
https://www.opavote.com/methods/ranked-choice-voting

