RARE GRAPE VARIETIES

Dan Traucki continues his investigation into winegrape varieties that have less
than five producers in Australia at the moment - the rarest of the rare.

KYOHO

A Japanese variety. The name literally means
‘giant mountain grape’. It is a Vitis Viniferg/
Vitis Labrusca cross grown widely to be
consumed as table grapes in Japan, Korea,
Taiwan, China and small patches in Chile and
California. In 2015 Kycho was the most widely
planted grape variety in the world with some
365,000 hectares planted, mainly in China.
Bella Ridge Estate in the Swan Valley in
Western Australia are the only producers of
wine from this variety in Australia, and one of
enly a vefy small number in the world. Amidst
their range of eclectic wines, they produce two
wines from Kyocho. Bella Ridge Swan Valley
Kyoho (White) 2010 has a delightful golden
yellow colour. The bouquet is somewhat
reminiscent of a middle-aged German Riesling:
complex, alluring and intriguing. There is a
hint of fruit sweetness on the front palate,
leading to a complex, silky-smooth peach and
stone fruit flavours which are ever so elegant,
with a hint of rich butteriness. Bella Ridge
Swan Valley Kyoho Red 2011 is reminiscent of
an older, lighter style Cabemet with bottle
maturation aromas rather than primary fruit.
There are hints of sweetness cn the front palate
followed by complex, mature, dry red flavours
and a tight finish. Great with food.

MACABEO

An attractive Spanish white variety widely
grown in the Rioja as well as in the Penedes
Region of Catalonia where it is used in the
production of Cava (sparkling wine). Some is
also grown in Roussillen, France, Being
versatile, this variety is used to make erisp,
lightly acidic wines for young consumption as
well as fuller bodied aromatie, floral wines
capable of some ageing. Cirami Estate is the
only producer in Australia so far. Its Riverland
Macabeo 2017 (aka Viura) is an excellent
fuller-bodied wine with floral aromas, smooth
yet crisp flavours and a fresh, delightful drying
finish. Great on its own or with seafood.
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NERELLO MASCALESE

A very tasty native Italian red variety grown
mainly on the slopes of Mount Etna. While
light bodied, it has sufficient acidity to make
it a good eellaring proposition as it also
develops a good degree of complexity over
time. It is the sole variety used in the Etna
Rosso DOC. There are two potential growers
of this variety in Australia, however, as the
vine cuttings have only just cleared
quarantine, neither have produced a wine as
yet, so we will have to wait a bit longer belore
being able to taste an Aussie Nerello
Mascalese. Those who have tasted the
delightful, succulent Etna Rosso wines will, I
am sure, wait patiently for the first Aussie
NM’s to come out - [ certainly will.

PETIT MESLIER

An incredibly rare French white variety from
the Champagne region, where it is one of the
varieties allowed to be used in the making of
Champagne. Only two to three Champagne
houses still have this variety planted and
none of them make a varietal Meslier
Champagne anymore. The latest records
show there are only 20 hectares of Petit
Meslier in the whole of Champagne. The
variety is a cross between Gouias and
Savagnin. It makes very crisp wines with
green apple flavours. The only other known
plantings are in South Australia, where
Merlot magician Jim Irvine planted it in 1988.
The original aim was to add complexity to
the Irvine Wines sparkling wine, but as time
went on he produced a smashing varietal
bubbly from it. Today there are two producers
making a varietal sparkling Meslier including
one from Lévrier by Jo Irvine (Jim's
daughter). Lévrier by Jo Irvine Meslier Brut
Rosé is very slightly pink in colour, has great
mousse with lively yeast autolysis and green
apples on the bouquet. Flavoursome, well
rounded yet erisply acidic with an appley
palate that makes it a delightful wine.
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PIQUEPOUL

AKA Picpoul is a French variety that
comes either as a red grape (Piquepoul
Noir) or as a white grape. While it is grown
in the Rhéne Valley it is best known in
Languedoc where the white version produces
stunning, erisp, dry white wines that are the
perfect accompaniment to oysters and
shellfish. A couple of years ago I tasted 43
of them in Carcassonne, Languedoc, and
they were amazingly consistent. Coriole
McLaren Vale Picpoul 2018 has a tight,
austere, deep and complex bouquet, a bit
similar to & cross between Riesling and an
oaked Chardonnay. Divine crisp, zingy
flavours that dance across the palate -
exquisite. The Coricle is one of only two
Piquepoul produced in Australia. The other
is by a NSW oyster farmer who deems it to
be the perfect accompaniment to his

premium oysters.

PRIETO PICUDO

Native to the Tierra de Léon area of Spain,
this red grape produces wines with great
depth of colour, erisp acidity, plenty of
flavours and high tannins. Having just
arrived in Australia, there are two producers
here and both kindly sent samples of their
very first vintage. Both were excellent wines
and showed varietal consistency. Bassham
Wines Riverland Prieto Picudo 2019 is deep
and dark in colour with lovely aroma of red
berries. A tasty mid-weight palate with loads
of flavour and a tight, tasty finish - a keeper.
The Matriarch & Rogue Riverland Rogues of
the Resistance Prieto Picudo 2019 is similar
in style but more open with livelier fruit
flavours and less tightness on the finish -

raring to go. ¢

Dan Traucki is a wine journalist and a wine
industry consultant specialising in assisting
with exports to Asian markets. You can
contact Dan at dan@wineassist.com.ait.



