
Iowa Statewide Network - Overview of Lumina Grant Submission: 
Supporting Incarcerated and Re-Entering Learners 

 
Project Overview: 

● Build on the recently broadened access to higher education in prison in Iowa;  
● Ensure equitable access to higher education in prison opportunities regardless of facility, 

sentence, financial status or learner demographic characteristics;  
● Continue bringing together a cross-section of postsecondary providers, state agencies, 

the governor’s office, and advocates; and 
● Better align the full spectrum of education that occurs within correctional facilities with 

employment opportunities post-release.  
 

Project Goals: 
● Support post-secondary attainment for incarcerated and re-entering learners 
● Improve equity and equitable outcomes 
● Improve the quality of higher education in prison 
● Support re-entering individuals who are working and/or pursuing postsecondary 

credentials 
 
Project Outcomes and Objectives: 

Outcomes Objectives 

1. Create a leadership group of 
college/university/community 
college, legislative and 
corrections staff to develop 
strategic goals and agreements 
for comprehensive pathways to 
post-secondary education from 
intake through re-entry. 

1a. Use previous strategic planning initiatives to set up working group(s): 
partnership agreements; student support services; access to technology; 
access to professional development for providers of high quality 
programming services; and the exploration of funding options to support 
post-secondary programs during incarceration and post-release. 

1b. Ensure appropriate mechanisms for quality assurance are in place; 
which could include the analysis of retention, completion and recidivism 
as summative outcomes through a system-wide dashboard led by the 
Iowa Department of Education. 

2. Develop the technical 
infrastructure needed to 
support educational options for 
incarcerated people in all 
facilities in Iowa.  
  

2a. Identify and eliminate the hardware, software and information system 
barriers to different types of education and training options. 

2b. Identify and remove policy barriers to use of technology in education 
for incarcerated learners. 

2c. Find necessary funding to ramp-up education technology for 
high-quality programs leading to high-demand career opportunities. 

3. Implement performance 
metric reporting for 
postsecondary education and 
training for incarcerated 
learners.  

3a. Identify and/or create agreed upon metrics and reporting requirements 
led by the Iowa Department of Education.  

3b. Identify gaps in data collection, storage, analysis and system 
integration, while assuring appropriate data privacy protocols.  

3c. Assign responsibility for data collection, storage, analysis and system 
integration points, while assuring appropriate data security protocols. 

 


