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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

It was pleasing to receive so many positive emails and messages about the additions we have made to Sports Camp and the AIMS 
Games for 2023. We are fortunate that a number of parents are putting their hands up to support me and the school in order to 
make these experiences a success for a large number of students. Two teachers have already volunteered to attend each week of 
Sports Camp with Mrs O’Connell while Mr Oldham and myself will be ‘carrying the drinks’ at the AIMS Games. 

In terms of Zone Days at Belmont Intermediate, we offer a wide range of sports throughout the school year. We also have a 
growing roll of more than 650 students across two year levels. We have made it clear that students are only able to attend two zone 
days per term. We will be adhering to this to ensure that all students are given the opportunity to represent their school. I would 
ask that our community respect this and understand that all children need to be given equal opportunities at school.  

The Term 1 Student Learning Conference time slots have filled up quickly and we are looking forward to these meetings next 
Wednesday and Thursday. Our teachers value the opportunity to connect with parents at this early stage of the year and gain 
insights from you about your children. Establishing the three-way relationship between parents, students and teachers helps us to 
realise the potential of your children. Thank you for your commitment to the student conference process and the invaluable 
contribution you make. 

Due to the generous support from parents, children and wider whānau for all of the PTA fundraisers over the last few years, the 
BIS PTA currently has a healthy bank balance and we are pleased to announce two of our recent funding allocation decisions. The 
PTA are donating a total of $30,000 to the STEAM departments; visual art, science and music. Each department will receive $10,000 
for the purchase of equipment and materials for use by all students. These purchases will start to occur in Term 2 and we hope 
these targeted donations will have an immediate impact and help to further enrich the student's school experience and 
environment.  Additionally, the PTA recently donated over $9000 towards the purchase of new tents for the Year 8 camps. We were 
very lucky this year with the overall good weather for both camps and we understand the new tents were also a big hit. We want to 
express our thanks to everyone who has supported these fundraisers in any capacity. Our aim with these events is not only to raise 
funds, but also to create a fun, welcoming and supportive experience for the students.  

http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool


 

Today we farewelled our much loved and admired Deputy Principal, Mrs Claire Janes. Claire is having a break before taking up 
her first Principalship at Orewa Primary School. I recruited Claire in 2015 and quickly ascertained that she was going to be an 
integral part of how we were going to grow Belmont Intermediate. Claire is a people person, a great listener and an excellent all-
round educator. Claire’s values of loyalty, humility and respect have shone through in her nearly eight years with us. Claire has 
willingly given her time to support hundreds of students and their parents in her role as our SENCO. I have no doubt that she has 
impacted the lives of many who have been in her care and she will leave a lasting legacy at Belmont Intermediate. On behalf of the 
staff and students, I would like to thank Claire for her service to our school and wish her all the best for her new role.  

Due to the last Friday of the term falling on Good Friday, this will be our last newsletter for the term. A reminder that we have a 
Teacher Only Day on Monday, April 24, followed by ANZAC Day on Tuesday, April 25. Our first day of instruction for Term 2 will be 
Wednesday, 26 April.

Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates yesterday at our Formal Assembly; Ben Hindle, Harris 
Johnston, Thomas Garde, Evie Meyer, Phoebe Hawkes, Louise Pickering, Alisa Tikalenko, Connor McAlister-Wilby, Paige 
Ainsworth, Toby Proffit, Sonya Hamblyn, Yeongseon Cho, Niwa Belshaw and Ella Dibble. 

Ngā mihi nui  

 
Nick Hill 
Principal 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday, 27 March Board Meeting 2 - 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Monday, 27 March Boys Hockey Trials on the BIS Fields 1pm - 3pm

Tuesday, 28 March Girls Hockey Trials on the BIS Fields 1pm - 3pm

Tuesday, 28 March Girls Tennis Zone Day

Wednesday, 29 March Boys Tennis Zone Day

Wednesday, 29 March Term 1 Student Learning Conferences 2:00pm - 6:40pm - School closes at 1:00pm

Thursday, 30 March Term 1 Student Learning Conferences 3:50pm - 5:30pm

Monday, 3 April Year 7 Boys Futsal Zone Day

Tuesday, 4 April Year 7 & 8 Girls Futsal Zone Day

Wednesday, 5 April Year 8 Boys Futsal Zone Day

Thursday, 6 April Term 1 Ends

Monday, 24 April MOE Directed Teacher Only Day

Tuesday, 25 April ANZAC Day - School closed for instruction

Wednesday, 26 April Term 2 Commences
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Noa Ballesty 

Quinn Holmes 

For always demonstrating positivity, care, and dedication to her learning across curriculum areas. 
Keep it up, Noa! 
For trying her best during EOTC week and challenging herself outside her comfort zone. Well done, 
Quinn!

Room 2 Natalie Sickling 
  
Maddi Spriggs 

For always striving for your best in your learning. You are incredible dedicated and hard working. 
Well done!  
For making some amazing progress in maths. You have been working incredibly hard. Well done, 
Maddi!

Room 3 Sofia Ellis 

Thomas Garelli 

For her fantastic effort in class and her incredible newspaper article about her EOTC week. Ka pai, 
Sofia! 
For his outstanding manners, resilience and willingness to give everything a go especially on 
EOTC. Great job, Thomas!

Room 4 Ruby Barber 

Kacy Bennett 

For the effort she consistently puts into learning. Ruby is dedicated, diligent and open minded 
towards learning new concepts. Great start, Ruby! 
For being a loyal, kind and considerate friend. Kacy has gone out of his way to make new 
friendships and include others. It is great to have you in our class, Kacy!

Room 5 Jake Mawson and 
Dominic McGill

For the fantastic contributions they made towards class discussions during English this week, their 
efforts were greatly appreciated. Well done, Jake and Dom!

Room 6 Sachie Millikin 

Amy Fang 

For being an enthusiastic learner, always trying his best and looking out for others. Keep up the 
awesome work, Sachie!  
For always going the extra mile in her school work, challenging herself and being a delightful class 
member! Fantastic work, Amy!  

Room 7 Anna Macfarlane 

Rogue Stockton 

For consistently demonstrating excellent listening skills, which results in you producing work of a 
very high standard. 
For taking an active role when participating in class discussions. You always share interesting 
ideas!

Room 8 Nilson Wu 
Jack Bates

For his enthusiasm to learn and improve his knowledge.  
For settling in well to intermediate and actively participating during PE. 

Room 9 Ivy Cooper 
Brodie Robinson

Fantastic focus and effort during all classroom tasks! Keep it up. 
Wonderful effort and focus during class activities. Wonderful to see!

Room 10 Chloe Moseley 

Ben Nichol 

For her ‘can-do’ outlook towards every task she undertakes, and for her beautiful work ethic and 
determination to do her best. Well done, Chloe!  
For his impeccable manners, resilience and for always being willing to give things a go and step 
outside his comfort zone. Ben, you are a pleasure to have in Room 10.

Room 11 Arya Mahantesh-
Gilmour 
Hannah Pennell 

For your consistent participation and positivity in class.You are an independent learner who always 
strives to do your best. Well done, Arya! 
What a great start to the year, Hannah! Well done on the excellent presentation of your work and 
always extending yourself in tasks.

Room 12 Wolfe Pederson  

Isabella Liu  

For showing promising dedication to his school work, and completing homework on time. Wolfe 
you are showing great progress, keep it up, Wolfe!  
For bringing a positive energy to the classroom everyday and for working hard to complete her 
work to the best of her ability! We are so proud of you, Isabella! 

Room 13 Marley Dickson 

Lulu Beech 

For his outstanding enthusiasm, and attitude towards writing. He has produced some fabulous 
work so far this term - super impressive, Marley. 
For her mature and insightful reading responses. Lulu your attention to detail, and how you have 
mastered linking the text to your answers consistently is awesome.

  Room 14 Jimmy Posa 

Spike Riggall

For his insightful responses to poetry. You bring an interesting perspective and contribute to group 
discussions amazingly! Well done, Jimmy. 
For showing great leadership skills both in and out of the classroom. You set a great example for 
others to follow. Keep it up, Spike!

  Room 15 Jonty Schlein 

Jarvis Brown 

For his polite manners used in class and the dedication he shows to learning. Already, Jonty has 
shown his excellence in self-management and focus. 
For striving towards personal excellence, putting effort into his work and trying his best to catch up 
on work that was missed while he was away. Ka pai, Jarvis.
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Science Juliet Glover, Oli Yeoman, Mai Edley, Rongomai Te 

Heuheu, Amy Thomlinson, Micheal Auger, Kahu Edgar, 
Beatrix Day,  Hannah Reid,  Zach Heron,  Annelise 
Grotrian, Romeo Fata, Sonya Hamblyn

For showing a high level of participation in both practical 
and theory during Science lessons.

Food Tech Eden Smythe,  Livia Kalupahana, Ruby Tilley, Eliza 
Laurence, Lilah Fitzgerald, Zola Caudeville

For excellent attitude and conscientious approach to all 
aspects of Food Technology.

Visual Art Millie Ison, Arqish Lalani, Jamie Latimer, Riley 
Farrimond, Harper Treleaven-Cancare, Margot Flanagan, 
Alejandra Bauer, Alex Manning

For excellent application in developing their sculptures.

Hard Tech Holly Russell, Riley Marsh, Kevin He, Victoria 
Chamberlain, Selena Huang, Aliya Kirkwood, Arlo 
Marmont, Jack McDonald, Sophie Weldon, Sean Qin

For demonstrating precision and attention to detail when 
attaching the kinetic energy source to your catapult project. 
You should be proud of your work.

Music Harlem Kistler, Poppy Porter, Rosie Davis, Jake Mawson, 
Charlotte Robertson, Emilio Fabres Bofill, Zara Letica, 
Hartley Roborgh, Nat Belcher, Henry Fippard

For showing great engagement and courage when learning 
the traditional Afro-Cuban dance Rumba.

ESOL Techatham (Tae) Singkaneti For the effort he consistently puts into learning.

Kapa Haka Kaya Mcleod, Liam Furlong, Ryder Cusdin, Ellie Job, 
Petra Wehrle, Connagh McClintock, Ulani Heather-
Krishnan, Milena Martens, Huni Posimani

For being fantastic rangatira and welcoming our new Kapa 
Haka.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 16 Juju Goosen 

Oliver Yeoman

Juju is always keen to do extra work, she always goes above and beyond when it comes to her 
learning. I admire her passion and strong sense of responsibility. 
Oli is a hard working student with a passion for his learning. He always finishes his tasks to the 
expected standard. He consistently demonstrates leadership skills in the classroom

Room 17 Annelise Grotrian  

Jake Upson  

For being your authentic self —I love witnessing you being able to laugh at yourself and show off 
your bubbly personality confidently. Don’t ever stop being you.  
For his eagerness to learn and participation in meaningful classroom conversations, as well as 
presenting this positive attitude in the execution of tasks. Keep it up! 

Room 18 Sienna O’Connell 

Archie Kloss

For showing excellence in her academics by taking ownership of her work and being prepared for 
every lesson. 
For being an amazing risk taker and challenging himself in his work. Thank you for sharing your 
ideas.

Room 19 Samuel Chapman 

Alexander Hallie 

For displaying good manners and kindness towards his peers. Sam demonstrates dedication 
towards his academics, specifically in Mathematics. 
For all round maturity in the classroom. Alex, you did well at showing determination and 
perseverance on camp, overcoming adversity. Keep up your positive attitude! 

Room 20 David Yu Soon 

Evie Marks

For showing dedication and resilience in your learning. I respect the perseverance you give to 
every task, well done and keep it up! 
For taking risks in class and taking an active part in our Zones of Regulation display. What a great 
example this is for our class in healthily expressing emotions! 

Room 21 Charlotte Robertson 

Adele McPherson

For showing such incredible talent and skill in your artwork and writing. I truly look forward to 
reading your work throughout the year and seeing how this develops. 
For showing personal excellence in whatever task she takes on. It is a pleasure working with you 
and watching you achieve your goals. Ka pai!

Room 23 Emma Ford 

Ruairidh McLean 

For being an enthusiastic student who always demonstrates a hard working attitude in class. Your 
positive approach to school, kindness and helpfulness is appreciated by all. 
For always being prepared to help out classmates and for his generosity of spirit. Roo constantly 
displays integrity and humility to the highest limits.

Room 24 Quinn McAlpine 

Jaidan Brett

For his outstanding attitude on camp. Quinn, you demonstrated amazing leadership skills at camp, 
your resilience and compassion for others made me so proud to be your teacher. 
For showing bravery and determination on camp. Jaidan, It was amazing to see you 
embracing all camp had to offer and thrive! Great work. You are an asset to Room 24.
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School News

Donations for the Art Department 
If you have any old unwanted sewing patterns, the Art Department would be very grateful for any 
donations. Please take them directly to Mrs Johnson in the Art room.

From the BIS PTA 2023 
It’s our pleasure to introduce the BIS PTA for 2023. We have many 
returning members as well as lots of new members (some of whom 
are pictured right). Our 2023 committee is: Chair - Jillaine Heather; 
Vice Chair - Natalie Wotherspoon; Secretary - Catherine Steel; and 
Treasurer - Ella Liu.  Our dedicated committee members are: Aylin 
Ataseven, Anne Kitt, Lisa Nicholas, Tasha Wehrle, Emily Somerville-
Ryan and Ainslie Heinrich.   

The PTA welcomes any and all help at every level. You can sign up to 
receive minutes or just to be included in our shout outs for event 
volunteers, email pta@belmonint.school.nz to be added to our lists. 
We’ve already kicked off the year with the super successful 
Swimming Day sausage sizzle and ice block fundraiser in 
February. Many thanks to all the parents that volunteered for that 
event - it was a great day and we were very lucky with fabulous 
weather. We have more events planned - a Pie Day fundraiser for 31 March (details in this newsletter) as well as two movie 
premiers for Term 2 -  Guardians of the Galaxy Vol 3 and Elementals - hopefully something for everyone. Stay tuned for details as 
we get closer to each event and many thanks in advance for all your support!   

BIS PTA Pie Day Fundraiser 
Pie Day is back for 2023! The PTA will be holding a Pie Day 
fundraiser on Friday, 31 March. Orders are made via our Online 
Shop. The ordered pies will be delivered to your child’s classroom 
on Friday, 31 March 2023 at lunchtime. Jesters generously donate 
$1 for every pie bought that day! All support is greatly appreciated. 
Last orders via the Online Shop before 11am on Thursday, 30 
March so don’t delay, order today.  

https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
mailto:pta@belmonint.school.nz
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Homestay Needed 
We are currently seeking a friendly, caring homestay for two Chinese students in Year 7 for 4 weeks at the start of Term 3. They are a 
male and female student who are closely acquainted and have therefore requested a shared homestay. You will be well supported by 
the international department and receive a remuneration of $320 per week (per student) for accommodating them during this period. 
Please contact the International Student Director, Caroline Hood, via email and include a contact phone number: 
chood@belmontint.school.nz

Term 1 Student Learning Conferences 
Our first Student Learning Conferences for the year will be held on Wednesday, 29 March (2pm to 6:40pm) and Thursday, 30 March 
(3:50pm to 5:30pm). The student conferences will be 10 minutes long and it is preferred that your student is also present at the 
conference. 
The focus of these conferences is to share how students have settled into their new class, their successes to date and for parents, 
caregivers, teachers, and students to discuss the goals for the academic year. 
Conferences are not compulsory, so if you are happy with your child’s progress, achievement and personal development, you are not 
obliged to book a meeting. You will receive a notification via HERO when bookings are open. Bookings close on Monday, 27 March at 
3pm. 
Please note: School will close early at 1pm on Wednesday, 29 March. If you require your child to stay at school until 3pm, supervision 
in the library will be provided. Please email the school office at office@belmontint.school.nz if your child is staying at school until 
3pm on Wednesday, 29 March.  
Buses run at their normal times of 3:15pm, so you may need to make alternative arrangements for your student if they normally get 
the bus home, but are allowed to leave school at 1pm. There will be no EZ Lunch orders on Wednesday, 29 March. 
If you have any questions regarding the booking process to if you need to book more than one slot with your teacher, please contact 
Trudy Byrne tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz 

Year 7 & 8 School-Based Immunisation Programme 2023 
Year 7 students will be offered the Boostrix vaccine (Tdap) in school. This vaccine is a booster of tetanus, diphtheria, and whooping 
cough (pertussis). Most children received these immunisations as pre-schoolers. This is scheduled for Monday, 26 June 2023 with a 
catchup date 1-2 weeks later for students absent on the day. 

Year 8 students will be offered human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in school. This is a New Zealand schedule vaccine that is 
recommended to be given at 12 years of age. Students need two doses with a 6-month gap between dose 1 and 2. This is scheduled 
for Wednesday, 10 May 2023 with a catchup date 1-2 weeks later for students absent on the day.    
Information on the vaccine and a consent form will be sent home with your child. Please complete the form and return to the school. 
If you would like more information on this important immunisation programme, please go to  School Immunisations. 

New EZLunch Ordering Cut-Off Time 
Please be advised that the cut off time for lunch orders will now be midnight the day before the order is due. These changes will take 
effect from Term 2. 

mailto:chood@belmontint.school.nz
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/public/paediatrics/child-family-services-waitemata-te-whatu/im:a03964da-c56e-459b-a3a1-c22353ffdfae/
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz
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People Aren’t Poetry  

You can write for moment on moments, 
Of all the things you desire to be, 

But the reality of the content is simple, 
People aren’t poetry.  

And I know that you desire you weren't weird, 
That pretty lines could sweep straight off your tongue, 

But your stay here’s too little just to panic. 

It's fine to be uneven round the sides, 
To be bruised up and scarred, 

But it’s not okay to let people tell you,  
That it’s a reason to change who you are. 

Your hair doesn’t consistently rest tidily, 
The way a poem lines sit so nicely in a stroke, 

And sometimes you might feel like a word, 
That nobody has learned how to define yet, 

You might not be a star that lights up the sky, 
Or a bird that can teach us to glide. 

But it’s fine because you are too complex, 
To be jammed up into one metaphor, 

It’s okay not to see what you’re achieving, 
Since your wishes don’t have to all rhyme. 

Though a poem once done is undying, 
You have the privilege to change over time,  

There is never a title that says ‘That Is Me’ , 
You can’t be confined in the lines of a notebook,  

Because people are not poetry.  

By Mai Edley, Room 23

Student Poetry Writing
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Performing Arts News

Cultural News

Traditional Carving  
Local artist from The Lake House, Natanahira Te Pona is working with our tamariki around 
the schools on the peninsula to create an artistically carved representation of the story of 
Matariki. The students will create two panels to display at Bayswater schools’ annual 
Matariki celebration in July. Currently, students are developing their carving skills with 
Natanahira on small practice panels. That will be refined and painted before moving on to 
our big ones. 

The performing arts students have learned in music history, how classical music 
developed in Europe since 500AD, and how the contemporary styles developed in the 
United States beginning when the slaves were freed in the late 1800s. They have 
learned about the composers, instruments and characteristics of the medieval, 
renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic and 20th-21st century eras. As part of their 
assessment, the students are creating timelines of these eras as group projects. The 
collaboration and work ethic during this process has been outstanding but 
more importantly, the conversations that are happening within the groups show a 
solid understanding of the musical time periods. Here are the students from Room 1 
getting creative.
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Sports News

Cricket Zone Day 
We had a great day at the Girls Cricket Zone Day on Tuesday, 21 March held at the Birkenhead Cricket Club. Three teams represented 
Belmont Intermediate at this tournament, which had over 100 girls competing, from seven different intermediate schools. 
The girls displayed some very slick bowling, big hitting and tidy fielding which contributed to both the top teams winning their first 
two games. The games following included some rep level players in their teams, which provided fierce competition for our girls, and 
ultimately two losses following the two wins. All of the teams showed excellent sportsmanship throughout the day, encouraging each 
other and showing great leadership and confidence. A big thank you to our parent helpers for all of your positive support and 
encouragement, it was so appreciated. Photos of the day can be viewed here. 

Orienteering Zone Day 
The Orienteering Zone Day has proven a very popular sport for Belmont Intermediate! On Thursday, 23 March we filled a bus with 42 
students and headed to Moire Park in West Auckland. Each student was given a transponder, and a map, and had to find their way 
around the 2km course as fast as possible. We had some lightning quick finishing times, with special mention going to Daniel 
Porteous for placing 1st in his grade, and also for having the fastest time out of all 386 athletes, with a time of 10:41!   
Harris Doddrell, Cooper Digby, Iris Davis and Lucy Clentworth also placed 1st in their grades, and have all earned a place in the Inter 
Zone on 10 May. We also had seven 2nd place getters; Alex Manning, Monty Scott, Dan McKendry, Brandon Yu, Silvi Coxhead, Scarlett 
Westgate and Alby Edwards, as well as seven 3rd place getters; Aurelia Heinrich, Elsi Carrier, Samika Harbour, Nikki Grainger, 
Connor McQuarrie, Oliver Gault and Alex McCoubrey - which is an absolutely fantastic result.  
It was the first time a lot of the students had competed in an Orienteering event, and it definitely won't be the last, as they all enjoyed 
it so much, and felt such a great sense of accomplishment at the finish line. A big thank you to all of our parent helpers for all of your 
amazing support and encouragement to the students. Photos of the day can be viewed here.

Hockey Trials 
A reminder that Hockey trials are next week - Girls Monday, 27 March at 1:10pm to 3pm; and Boys Tuesday, 28 March at 1:10pm to 
3pm. All students are welcome to come and trial -  experienced players, as well as any new students to the sport.  
Please ensure they come with a mouthguard and shin pads, spare hockey sticks will be available at the trial. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/wJgg1zXfCL49pUtKA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rK6f4JmHcdcMTGvD7
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Community News

Success Outside of School

Yay!!! Pocket Rockets dance is back at BIS! 

Mondays - NEW Classes for all ages in the BIS school dance studio: 

Jnr Hiphop 3.30 - 4.15pm (5 - 7years) 
Snr Hiphop 4.15 - 5.00pm (8 - 11yrs) 
Teen Hiphop 5.15 - 6.15pm (Teens) 
Adult Hiphop 6.30 - 7.30pm (Adults)  

Fridays  - Classes for Intermediate age (year 7 & 8) - in the school dance studio: 

Hiphop 3.15 - 4.00pm (11 - 13 yrs) 
Contemporary 4.15 - 5.00pm (11 - 13 yrs) 
Teen Contemporary (Teens) 

Enrol or register for a free trial here:  

https://app.classmanager.com/portal/pocket-rockets/register 

Auckland Athletics Junior Championships 
We had some outstanding results from our Belmont Intermediate students, representing 
Takapuna Athletics Club, at the Auckland Athletics Junior Championships held during 
March 2023 - including some new Auckland Champions. Ka pai to these students and all 
who took part! 
 
Grade 10 Years 
Kate O’Connell - 1st High Jump, 5th Discus, 6th 400m & Shot Put 
 
Grade 11 Years 
Paige Burrows - 1st 100m, 4th 200m 
Daniel McKendry -  2nd 100m, 7th Long Jump 
Romey Jewell -  1st 200m & 400m, 2nd 100m 
Romey and Paige were part of the Grade 11 Girls 4 x 200m relay - 1st place 

Grade 12 Years 
Ariana Vosper -  2nd 800m 

CATS! 
A huge congratulations to Petra Wehrle who has been cast as one of the dynamic, cheeky duo of 
Mungojerrie & Rumpleteazer in The National Youth Theatres show CATS. Ka rawe! A fantastic 
achievement. She is performing from June 22 - 25 in the Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre, Aotea Centre and 
hopes to see lots of her BIS friends there!!

https://app.classmanager.com/portal/pocket-rockets/register
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Guitar/Bass/ Drums & Ukulele 
lessons after school at Belmont 

Intermediate 
30 min group lessons after school. 
New classes and spaces are still 
available for beginners to advanced students. 
Please email me at: 
heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com or call 021 256 
1308 for more information  

mailto:heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com

