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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

Yesterday morning, we opened our Aotearoa Iwi Map with a number of parents and students attending the intimate event. This Map 
of Aotearoa Iwi has been years in the making as a concept, and I am immensely proud that this vision has come to fruition. The 
carving was designed and constructed by Jonty McCool and made in his Leisure Workshop in Wanaka. Leisure Workshop takes 
inspiration for its products from the surrounding paramount environment and uses natural materials, such as wood. My thanks to 
Ngahiwi Posimani for opening our taonga. Our kaupapa (purpose) for the carving is to celebrate the identity of our tangata wheuna 
and acknowledge their respective backgrounds and whakapapa. We wanted to authentically foster a stronger sense of 
whanungatanga (belonging) for our Māori ākonga, demonstrate inclusiveness and be culturally responsive to our ākonga and their 
whānau. We feel the development and fostering of a sense of belonging is critical for all students in our school. We wanted to take 
our time with this, be respectful and give our families the option of being part of this taonga. We intend for the names of our 
ākonga to remain and add the names of new tamariki as they move through our school. We hope that BIS will form a small part of 
their journey and that our tamariki are able to share stories of their time with us. I would like to acknowledge the significant 
contributions made by Mrs Johnson and Mr Watson in the final displaying and configuration of the carving. The Iwi Map is situated 
in the foyer of our hall and you are more than welcome to come into school and view this unique taonga. 

During our celebration assembly we acknowledged over 40 students who had achieved success both inside and outside the 
classroom. Belmont Intermediate has enjoyed one of its more successful terms as a school and it was special to be able to come 
together for the first time in over a month and celebrate the achievements of our talented students. We were also able to farewell 
Mr Milne, who leaves us today to take up his new position as Deputy Principal at Takapuna Normal Intermediate. We wish Andrew 
all the best for the future. 

Last Thursday, our school received information from the Ministry regarding the funding that has been tied to the Equity Index. I 
was surprised and disappointed to see that Belmont Intermediate received just $638 extra through the new funding scheme. Our 
Board will be working hard to ensure that we make prudent resourcing and budgetary decisions to ensure that this does not effect 
the programmes that we run at BIS. I would like to comment on the outcomes for schools nationwide. I agree with the removal of 
decile ratings as they were not fit for purpose and did not align with the concept of equity. I endorse the concept of funding schools 
based on the entire school parent cluster, not just an average. At BIS we know all our families well, we know the families we 
support financially, the families we support academically and the  families we support socially. Belmont Intermediate School is not 
immune to a range of social inequities. Based on our roll size and growing needs of our students, I have asked for some 
clarification from the Ministry in terms of the funding we have been allocated.  

http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
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At the start of Term 4, I am going to Korea along with Grant Simpkins and Andrew Park from Takapuna Grammar and Bruce 
Cunningham from Belmont Primary. This is an opportunity for our school to create an International Student pathway between the 
three schools. It is also an opportunity to raise some funds, since the government will not support us financially and to build 
diversity in our community. Mrs Claire Janes will be Acting Principal while I am overseas. I will return to school on Friday, 28 
October in time for Athletics Day. 

Term 4 will start on Monday, 17 October and will be an action-packed term for our students. We look forward to Year 7 EOTC and 
successive Year 8 camps in weeks 4 and 5. My thanks in advance to the large numbers of parents who are giving their time to 
participate and support the school in these events. We cannot run these important experiences without your valuable contributions. 
  
I trust that you all enjoy some quality time with your children,  family and friends over the holidays. Stay safe and we look forward to 
finishing the year together next term. 

Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates this week; Alex Hallie, Liam Furlong, Ein Kim, Theo Reddy, 
Daniel Porteous, Sonya Hamblyn, Holly Russel, Adele Chan, Aria Heald, Ciara Moore, Freya James, Maisey Kearns and Khaleefa 
Mohd Razali.

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill 
Principal 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, 30 September End of Term 3

Monday, 17 October Start of Term 4

Friday, 28 October World Teachers’ Day

Friday, 25 November Teacher Only Day
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Mila Krzanich 

Evie Hobbs 

For showing outstanding initiative and organisational skills to help Room 1 fundraise for Quiz-
nation! 
For showing outstanding initiative and organisational skills to help Room 1 fundraise for Quiz-
nation!

Room 2 Will Simpson 
Cuong Nguyen

For an awesome week and showing some amazing resilience. Keep up the positive work! 
For always having a positive attitude. You always bring a fun energy to our class. Keep it up, 
Cuong!

Room 3 Luca Mamic-Meyer  

Paige Ainsworth 

For striving to make positive changes in the classroom. I am very proud of you, Luca! Keep up 
the good work.  
For always being such a delight to teach. Paige, your work ethic and commitment never goes 
unnoticed. Thanks for being you! 

Room 4 Mai Edley 

Harry Maskell 

For the effort and creativity she has put into completing tasks well above the standard required. 
Keep aiming high, Mai! 
For his growth mindset in mathematics and the effort he has put into algebra workshops and 
completing independent tasks. Keep up the excellent effort, Harry!

Room 5 Zachary Heron 
Ella Gustafson 

For working hard and making sure he is completing all of his weekly goals. Well done, Zach! 
For teaching your own lesson to Room 5, it was very entertaining and the class enjoyed hearing 
about the bees!

Room 6 Seth Ward  

Magnus Cornforth 

For his positive attitude, enthusiasm towards classwork and never failing to put a smile on all of 
our faces! Keep up the great work and positivity, Seth! 
For having an awesome term, representing BIS in Lit Quiz, helping run the BIS lit quiz and 
generally being an awesome and helpful student in Room 6, Thank you, Magnus!

Room 7 Archie Watt 
Finn Richeboeuf

Both boys for leading the class in PE this week, showing everyone how to play football. You both 
did an outstanding job of planning the session, setting everything up, explaining the rules and 
making sure everyone was included and supported on the field. Well done.

Room 8 Aston Burrell 

Kat Baldivinos 

For always being on task and consistently striving for personal excellence. Aston you are 
invaluable to Room 8.  
For her creavtivness, kindness and amazingness. You a pleasure to be around. During your BIS 
idol performance, I couldn’t stop smiling with pride!

Room 9 Mia Riddington 

Henry Gordon 

For showing increased dedication to your work this term, and always taking a lead role in group 
work. I look forward to seeing what Term 4 holds for you. Well done. 
For showing initiative and creativity this past week by being the leader of your group in your 
reading task. I’d love to see this more often. Well done, Henry.

Room 10 Bosco Lu 

Nate Johnson 

For taking a keen interest in reading and for submitting book reviews independently. Keep it up, 
Bosco! 
For his outstanding effort with writing and for showing courage by entering a variety of 
competitions. I am so proud of you, Nate!

Room 11 Lilly Mclean 

Phoebe Hawkes  

For consistently working to achieve your best results and producing work that displays effort 
and thought. 
For always contributing to class activities, being self-motivated and  working hard to achieve 
your best. 

Room 12 Phineas Kennedy 
Asha Kasbe

For being a great friend in class and assisting his peers in all aspects of work and sport. 
Well done on a great term by giving some amazing feedback in class discussions. You have 
really come out your shell this term. 

Room 13 Callum Ronald 

Leikyn Morunga 

For making a real conscious effort to meet deadlines, and complete work in all areas during 
class time. Well done, Callum. 
For consistently producing work of a high standard within set time limits and across all 
curriculum areas. A fabulous effort.
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Science Annabelle Grenfell, Billy Heard, James Lee, Max 

Lawton, Cara Te Whiu, Gretta Rose Henderson, Oskar 
Parsons, Violet Goodwin, Sophie Douglas, Dominic 
Harrison, Leif McNatty, Ema Wilson, Isobel Peacocke, 
Kate Norris

For excellence in Science.

Food Tech Cooper Johnston, Eli Stokes, Jayde O’Keefe,  
Frankie Webb 
Zola Caudeville, Emma Ford, Zara Edley, Alisa Guo, 
Chloe Franklin, Violet Goodwin

For excellent attitude and conscientious approach to all 
aspects of Food Technology. 
For commitment to the role of food tech monitor, for turning up 
and carrying out duties every week willingly and with a smile. 

Visual Art Annabelle Grenfell, Zoe Su, Justin Lu, Delilah Pezaro, 
Holly Russell, Rhoan Gallagher, Chloe Franklin, Alicia 
Patrick, Evie Meyer, Renee Barrett, Romey Jewell, 
Liam Feng

For excellent application towards completing artworks to a 
high standard.

Hard Tech Jack Farmer, Mackenzie Anderson, Lucas Kandziora, 
Ava Clentworth, Max Cameron, Alfonso III Banta, Leo 
Zollner, Indiana Belshaw

For constructing an outstanding Hard Tech project this term. 
Well done you should be proud of your work.

Music Evie Meyer, Dante Tan, Layan Dakour, Levi Marsh, 
Alisa Tikalenko, Jesse Jewell, Zoe Penny, Ollie Gault, 
Melissa Chai, Hadlee Elliott

For excellent understanding of the instruments and sections in 
the modern orchestra, and impressive test results.

ESOL Yukina Hamasaki, Hollie Li, Hongyi Huang For their amazing engagement and enthusiasm to learn.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 14 Zoe Logie 

Hunter Moore 

For her amazing effort in creating her integrated studies project. It is a true representation of 
your floor plan and chosen decade! 
For continuously being a joyful and friendly face in Room 14. You not only work hard but are 
kind and supportive to all of your peers. 

Room 15 Diana Shao 

Jack Farmer 

For her creativity shown through her Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori tasks. Diana created an impressive 
topographical map about the NZ land wars. Ka pai, Diana! 
For his imagination and skill when showing his learning through videos. Jack makes informative 
book trailers and a hilarious movie trailer for Napoleon Dynamite. 

Room 16 Lucia Boow 

Karla Burgos 

For her outstanding character study presentation, excellent writing and thoughtful ideas. Lucia 
always displays humility and integrity. 
For being an excellent class captain and creative, thoughtful and well written character study. 
Karla displays initiative, humility and integrity. Well done, Karla.

Room 17 Leo Zolner 
Reuben Cutler 

Both boys for taking the lead in completing our Yearbook page to a high standard. We appreciate 
both your efforts and enthusiasm with this project! It is satisfying to know that I can trust 
students in class with big responsibilities like this!

Room 18 Asher Yuan 
Matthew Thomlinson

Both boys for setting a great example during class, always completing task with great 
enthusiasm, and  always  being eager to help with classroom jobs too! Thank you for being great 
company early in the morning.

Room 19 All of Room 19 For being an amazing super talented, intelligent class. I will miss you all very much.

Room 20 Luka Hart 
Frankie Webb

For showing exceptional initiative, skill, reliability and responsibility with all areas of school. 
For consistently trying his best, being organised and enthusiastic in all curriculum areas! And for 
being an outstanding Class Captain. Keep up the awesome work.

Room 21 Alisa Tikalenko 
Zoe Mohr

For their fantastic enthusiasm and dedication to the school Drama club. Never once did the heavy 
schedule interfere with their learning. Ka pai, girls!

Room 22 Kobe Li  

Yukina Hamasaki

For showing incredible effort toward his learning, meeting deadlines and completing tasks with 
enthusiasm, thank you for being eager to help with classroom jobs too!  
For completing an awesome first term at BIS and for always showing courage when approaching 
new learning. Yukina, you are a pleasure to have in Room 22! 
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School News

Some short videos our students made for 
Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 2022 

Video 1        Video 2     Video 3           Video 4 

Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori 
Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori, or Māori Language Week, is an annual celebration 
recognised by citizens all over Aotearoa. It is held in the third week of 
September, this year the twelfth to the nineteenth. With it being the 50th 
anniversary of the celebration this year, we decided to do something 
special school-wide. Games, videos, and tasks were created all to 
acknowledge the week and do something special. Year 7 teacher Miss 
McKeown was the organiser of this fun-packed week, which all of us kids 
(and teachers) are very thankful for! Activities like rākau stick routines 
performed by Rooms 15 & 6, delicious Māori fried bread made by various 
students, beautiful artwork drawn or coloured, learning about the 
historical journey Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori has been on or different significant 
historical figures in te ao Māori were all examples of the type of fun tasks 
we. This week was loved by all and we are so grateful to be able to have 
explored Māori culture! 
By Milla McKendry Room 15

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wi_iN1uTktx21GvckFPqfQxSTNxPQ3SY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1499VngGi4kOR_PMmD225AJmBbHiK7Bph/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1skLhjLt40bftJN96QxcOBOAnV5wz3lYB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ITmEHJs1qQaiePhtcyHonC2W8qE0UwMf/view?usp=sharing
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EPro8 Auckland Semi-Finals 
After another nail-biting semi-final last week, and stellar performances from both 
teams, 'Uno Reverse Card' took out the fifth spot (after being fourth for most of the 
night and only being pipped at the post in the last 10 seconds!) and 'Belmont 
Builders' came away with 1st place! Whakamihi, congratulations, and a great effort 
from both of our teams. 'Belmont Builders' will now compete in the Regional Grand 
Final on 17 October. Waimarie, good luck! 
Belmont Builders    Uno Reverse Card  
Noah Webster    Oliver Service 
Tyler Matairangi    Teo Besier 
Jim Simpson    Daniel Feng 
Leo King    Cameron Lofts 

PTA Disco 
The disco held last week was a great success and hopefully all the kids thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The PTA want to say a big 
thanks to all the teachers who gave up their time to help coordinate and manage the event and the kids. Also a big thanks to all the 
parent volunteers who came to decorate the hall (it looked amazing), sell food/ice blocks, manage the photo booth lines and also to 
all the PTA members who made this event happen! A big thanks to the Rock Shop who provided the amazing back drop to the live 
band, Snap Click the photo booth company who didn't flinch when inundated with tons of kids wanting photos (see your room 
teacher's email for directions on how to access and download those photos), Dominos who donated some of the pizzas for the disco, 
and finally we'd also like to give a big thanks to the local real estate ladies Bianca O'Dea and Desiree Tod (Ray White, Devonport) 
who donated 12 fabulous spot prizes for best costumes. Please get in touch with these ladies to chat about real estate. 

Short-Term Homestay Needed 
We are currently seeking a friendly caring homestay for a Thai male student just to cover a brief two-week period from December 
4th - 17th/18th. His long-term homestay arrangements are sorted so it is only an interim requirement. He is 12 years old and will 
join a Year 7 class this year, moving to a Year 8 class next year. We are interested in hearing from families who would like to 
accommodate him for this brief period. You will be well supported by the international department and receive a remuneration of 
$320 per week for a student. Please contact Caroline Hood at chood@belmontint.school.nz 

Map of Aotearoa Iwi 
Yesterday morning we opened our Map of Aotearoa with a number of parents and students attending the intimate event. The carving 
was designed and constructed by Jonty McCool and made in his Leisure Workshop in Wanaka. Leisure Workshop takes inspiration 
for its products from the surrounding paramount environment and uses natural materials, such as wood.  
Our thanks to Ngahiwi Posimani for opening our Taonga. We intend for the names of our ākonga to remain and add the names of 
new tamariki as they move through our school. We hope that BIS will form a small part of their journey and that our tamariki are 
able to share stories of their time with us. I would like to acknowledge the significant contributions made by Mrs Johnson and Mr 
Watson in the final displaying and configuration of the carving. 

mailto:chood@belmontint.school.nz
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Drama Club - ‘Wonder’ 
Over the last term, the talented Drama Club have been rehearsing for their play ‘Wonder’, based on the incredible book by R.J. 
Palacio. They performed three shows for Belmont Primary, the Year 7 cohort and whānau and friends. The budding performers 
showed outstanding commitment and dedication in bringing this show to life which was enjoyed by all three audiences. Special 
thanks to the sound and lighting team who also put in a huge amount of effort to make the show a success. Thanks also to Miss Emily 
Earle (R3) who was the director/ producer/ choreographer  behind the show! 
Performers: Mia Chen-Adamson, Liam Gilchrist, Jasper van Tonder, Leighton Jones, Zara McCaw, Eden Smythe, Ari Adam, Paige 
Ainsworth, Claire Guo, Cleo Jonas, Hannah Reid, Marly Rewi, Petra Wehrle, Gretta-Rose Henderson, Annelise Grotrian, Eliza 
Laurence ,Layan Daakour, Sasha Suleski, Zoe Mohr, Alisa Tikalenko and Margarita Kotova 
Sound and Lighting Team: Issy Riley, Jim Simpson, Oliver Service and Nigel Cope (TA) 
Photos from the show can be viewed here.

 

Belmont Intermediate 

School Board Elections 
 
Parent & Staff Elections Results Declaration  

Parent representative votes:                                                                                       
   
Name      Votes 
Edley, Brad     110 
Maskell, Joanna    133 
Peacocke, Fleur    191 
St John, Adrian     117 
        
Invalid Votes      1 

                        
I hereby declare the following duly elected: 

Joanna Maskell 

Fleur Peacocke 

Adrian St John 

Signed  

Trudy Byrne 

Returning Officer 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/daL9FGJK5ih2298GA
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Sports News

Netball 
Well done to all our netball players who competed in the Netball North Harbour intermediate competition. We've had a fantastic 
season with some great results. Congratulations to the following teams who attending the prize giving last week as a result of 
finishing winners or runners up in their grade: 

Team 7/1 - Runners up in grade 1 
Team 7/2 - Runners up in grade 3 
Team 7/7 - Runners up in grade 12 
Team 8/2 - Runners up in grade 5 
Team 8/3 - Runners up in grade 9 
Team 8/4 - Winners in grade 11 

A huge thank you to all our coaches, managers, umpires and scorers for your time and effort that you have put into netball this year. 

Volleyball Zone Days 
The North Harbour Volleyball Zone Days took place this week with two girls teams and two boys teams from Belmont going up 
against 15 other local intermediate schools. The girls A team won all three pool rounds and topped their pool, but were defeated by 
Carmel College in the quarter final round and finished in 7th place. The B team had some tough games and finished the day in 16th 
place.  

The boys A team won all three pool rounds and topped their pool. They went on to defeat Kingsway and TNIS in the next two rounds 
but unfortunately lost to Northcross in the semi final. They had a close 3rd/4th playoff game which they came out on top of, defeating 
Murrays Bay 28-26. The B team had some wins and some losses and finished the day in 16th place. Some great results considering 
there were 24 teams in each competition and many of our players haven't played any competitive volleyball before! 

Photos from both days can be viewed here. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/2n1Fp3oaecpKty5o9
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Community News

Success Outside of School

Theatre Selection 
Congratulations to Petra Wehrle, who has been selected for this year’s Pilot Programme run by Junior 
Theatre Festival New Zealand. She is just one of 40 students chosen from all over New Zealand to take 
part in the week-long workshop, working with both national and international professionals on a yet-to-
be released Broadway JR. musical. Ka pai, Petra!
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