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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

The past two weeks have been extremely eventful with a variety of activities and events to stimulate and engage our ākonga. Last 
Thursday, I had the privilege of judging the speech finals, accompanied by TGS Prefect and Head of Junior Leadership, Jess 
Weston, as well as our very own esteemed Property Manager, Mr Greg Watson, who has been a guest speaker in previous years. 
The variation of speech topics this year was of particular interest, with topics such as “Fungi”, “Dads”, “Organisation”, “Dinosaurs”, 
and “Liars” to name a few! Congratulations to our winner, Madeleine Wylie, and runner up, Evie Brodie, who will be competing at 
the Auckland Primary Principals Association in late September. We wish them all the best! 
  
Part of our literacy program also encourages alternative options to speech writing and delivery, with Rehu Tai, which includes a 
choice of flash talk, rap, poetry and spoken word. We had some stellar performances by our talented students in this category, with 
some pleasing results at the North Shore Intermediate school competition. Olivia Xie and Reuben Faletutulu were runners up in 
the Spoken Word and Rap category, respectively. Congratulations to Daniel Feng who won the Flashtalk - ka pai tamariki ma!  
  
In addition, we have also received some outstanding results at the Kids’ Lit Quiz on Wednesday, 31 August. We had a 4th placing in 
the afternoon with only a one point difference from 3rd, and the morning team were 1st place winners, and are now off to 
Wellington for the National Competition - congratulations to the team, and to Angela Winslade who has been coaching the team for 
the past few months - kei hea mai! 

In other news, we have also enjoyed a wonderful week of all things related to books with our annual, ‘For The Love Of 
Reading’ (#FTLOR) Week. There have been an array of activities throughout the week to engage, excite and motivate our young 
adolescents to continue to read and love books! With author visits from Sam Blood, Gracie Kim, and illustrator zoom calls from 
Munro Te Whata, as well as daily whole school reading excerpts from our dedicated staff, culminating in a final day of dressing up 
for Book Character Day on Friday! Many thanks and huge accolades to Angela Winslade for her remarkable dedication, 
commitment and extra mahi in planning and delivering a successful literacy program for our very lucky students. Thank you 
Angela - you are a valued member of our team and we appreciate the effort you bring for our students. And I would be remiss to 
not mention Jacquie Spillane, our Resources Manager and Book Week side-kick extraordinaire, who worked tirelessly with Angela 
on all things Book Week. Look out for the next Newsletter for a Book Week Wrap-Up!

Our school is also extremely fortunate to have a superbly talented art teacher, Mrs Larissa Johnson. Year after year, we are always 
inspired by the work that Larissa manages to elicit from our students. The art work around the school is always of an incredibly 
high standard, full of colour, vibrancy, abstract, detailed and visually pleasing to the eye! Staff, students and parents have been able 
to view a number of selected art pieces on display at the Lake House Art Exhibition in Takapuna. 

http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
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'Our Matariki' is an exhibition that showcases how the schools on the Takapuna-Devonport peninsula celebrated the months of 
Matariki in 2022. If you haven’t seen it, please visit to witness some wonderful displays of visual art. Many thanks to Larissa 
Johnson for the hard work, talent and passion she brings to our Belmont Intermediate School art space.  

In sporting news, we have the annual AIMS Games coming up next week. Thank you to Alice Browning for her coordination and 
organisation of this prestigious event, and also to Brittany Coleman and a number of parents who have coached teams and 
individuals for their respective events. Good luck to our girls football team and our boys basketball team along with 30 individuals in 
various sports including cross country, canoe sport, golf, gymnastics, mountain biking, rock climbing, swimming, tennis and 
yachting, who will all be competing at the AIMS Games from 5 - 9 September in Tauranga. Good luck to the entire team! 

In staffing news, we continue to manage the teacher shortage in the best way we can. New Zealand, and especially Auckland, is 
suffering from a major teacher shortage, which also affects the pool of relievers who we heavily rely on to cover teachers who are 
sick and/or unable to work from day to day. We always endeavour to find quality teaching staff to continue the learning programs for 
our students, however, this is not always possible. We ask that you please remain patient and understanding as we navigate these 
challenging times, and trust that our best intentions are always to put our students first.  
  
Finally, we would like to wish all of our fathers and father figures in the community a very special day on Sunday, 4 September to 
celebrate Father’s Day. For those fathers who are no longer with us, we hope that families are able to share some special, quality 
time this weekend with their family and whānau.  

Congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates this week; Evie Hobbs, Wolfe Pedersen, Alisa Guo, Mandy Qiu, Ryan 
Craig, Isabella Richardson, Jesse Frazerhurst, Jacob Howell, Diana Shao, Brooke Wilson, Sally Nicholls and Reuben Faletutulu. 
  
Whāia te iti kahurangi, ki te tūohu koe me he maunga teitei 
Seek the treasure you value most dearly and do not be deterred by anything less than a lofty mountain. 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, 2 September 2023 Online Enrolment Closes

Sun, 4 Sept - Fri, 9 Sept AIMS Games - Tauranga

Tuesday, 8 September Last chance to view! Lake House Art Exhibition, Lake House Arts Centre, 37 Fred Thomas Drive

Tuesday, 13 September Auckland InterZone Cross Country

Mon, 12 Sept - Sun, 18 Sept Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori

Thursday, 15 September BIS Idol Finals - from 2pm in the School Hall - all welcome

Monday, 19 September School Board Meeting 6 - 6:30pm in the school boardroom

Thursday, 22 September PTA School Disco, 7pm - 9pm. Details and ticket sales further in the Newsletter

Monday, 26 September Young Enterprise Market Day @ lunchtime

Wednesday, 28 September Girls Volleyball Zone Day

Thursday, 29 September Boys Volleyball Zone Day

Friday, 30 September End of Term 3

Monday, 17 October Start of Term 4

Enjoy your weekend 
Kia kaha

 
Claire Janes 
Deputy Principal 
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Zara Travers 

Alex Hallie 

For continually trying her best in all aspects of her learning and using her initiative to help others. 
Thanks, Zara! 
For being learning focussed and always trying to improve in order to achieve his own personal 
excellence. Well done, Alex! 

Room 2 Daniel Li 
Alby Edwards

For making great progress in writing. Your extra work at home is really paying off. Well done! 
For an awesome start to your time in Room 2. You are a great addition to our Room 2 family. 

Room 3 Claire Guo 

Ruby Jacobs 

For always being so helpful both inside and outside the classroom. You make a wonderful Class 
Captain and leader, Claire! We are so lucky to have you in Room 3. 
For striving to achieve personal excellence in all she does. I am very proud of you, Ruby! Keep up 
the amazing work. 

Room 4 Finn Darragh 

Juliet Jackson 

For the effort he puts into his learning, especially, spelling and reading. Finn consistently 
completes work to the best of his ability. Keep up the super effort, Finn. 
For her mature and wise decision making. Juliet can be relied on making the right decision and 
acting with integrity and respect. You are a pleasure to teach, Juliet.

Room 5 Kahu Edgar  
Ariana Vosper

For always being inclusive of all students in the classroom and helping others when in need. 
For creating and presenting an awesome speech. You should be very proud of yourself and the 
work you put in. 

Room 6 Ella Dibble  

Arlo Nordstrand 

For her positivity, and kindness to everyone in Room 6! You’re an awesome friend Ella, we are 
lucky to have you! 
For his effort and focus this term, well done, Arlo it has also been fantastic seeing you grow in 
confidence and do the awesome #FTLOR rap! Keep up the awesome work!

Room 7 Bjorn Ward 

Isadora Dellabarca

For winning the class speech competition with your fabulous speech about ‘fear’. Your hard work 
paid off, and your presentation was phenomenal. Well done! 
For coming second in our class speech competition with your well structured speech about the 
concept of ‘smart’. You left an imprint on many!

Room 8 Chloe Franklin 

Bella Choi 

For always trying your best in class. Your bubbly and welcoming personality always lights up the 
room.  
For always trying your best in class. Your bubbly and welcoming personality always lights up the 
room.

Room 9 Daniel Porteous 

Melissa Chai 

For showing incredible dedication to your Mathex team and showing such resilience on the day. 
You have so much to offer and I look forward to seeing more this term.  
Melissa, you have shown such bravery and resilience this term. Choosing a speech topic to 
educate your peers, sharing artwork with the team with confidence. Ka Pai.

Room 10 Sophie Douglas 

Ryan Robson 

For her original, quirky and beautifully crafted speech on ‘Superstitions’, and for getting into the 
team finals. Congratulations. 
For presenting his humorous and relatable speech entitled “Excerise, it's the answer to 
everything” at our team finals. You did so well, Ryan! 

Room 11 Will Fraser 

J.J Blake 

For always contributing in lessons, having a positive attitude in class and being kind and friendly 
to your classmates. 
For taking pride in your work, excellent participation in class and having a kind, inclusive attitude 
towards everyone in class.

Room 12 Charlie McGhie 
Lincoln Castle 

For his creative work during #FTLOR and showing enthusiasm in his tasks. 
For applying himself in all his tasks and showing his true potential over the past two weeks. Well 
done, Lincoln.

Room 13 Zara Matthews 

Kahuroa Ruma 

For her outstanding persuasive speech, and having the courage to present to the Motuihe team at 
finals. 
For presenting a speech with such a powerful message, and having the courage to present it to 
visitors, and the Motuihe team.

Room 14 Reuben Ashworth 

Alexa Waterworth

For contributing more in class and groups. You are working hard this term and its paying off! Well 
done. 
For putting effort into her reading and coming up with unique and exciting ideas. Excellent job, 
Alexa!
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Science Delilah Pezaro, Evie Marks, George Dodd, Samuel 

Allen, Zola Caudeville, Zachery Heron, Mandy Qui, 
Israel Faletutulu, Theo Moore, Jonty Schlein, Sophie 
Douglas, Matilda Kerr

For being a self directed learner and reviewing learning and 
vocabulary from Science lessons.

Food Tech Heidi Ohlsson, Sienna Veikune, Miki Maclaren, Leikyn 
Morunga, Jessica Ellis, Lizzy Turner, Lisa Murata 
Gutierrez, Ava Trapski, Zarah McCaw, Maisey Kearns, 
Kyle Reardon

For excellent focus, effort and application to tasks in Food 
Technology.

Languages Lachlan Butcher, Ulani Heather Krisnan, Felix Conroy, 
Patrick Ellis, Quinn McAlpine 
Juliet Jackson, Ein Kim, Ollie Ryder, Louise Pickering, 
Zara Mc Caw, Ruby Jacobs, Evie Meyer, Maya de Vrij 

For excellent effort in oral activities. 

For their very creative title page. 

Visual Art Israel Faletutulu, Milena Martens, Mai Edley, Zola 
Caudeville, Matthew Holt, Cash Gibson, Laure Steitz 
Enriquez, Ema Wilson, Ryan Craig, Violet Goodwin

For excellent application in developing artworks.

Hard Tech Evie Seeque, Hamish Brown, Ruby-Ann Veikune, Theo 
Denton, Lucia Wright, Louisa Coles, Taylor Waller, 
Lucy Reddecliffe, Scarlett Kingston

For using initiative and following instructions in the workshop.

Music Mila Krzanich, Ruby Jacobs, Rebecca Young, Sacha 
Curson, LIam Greenway, Lily Maurice, Leah 
Rahmfield, Levi Marsh, Thomas Greenslade, Zach 
Scoggins

For demonstrating perseverance and self directed learning in 
music classes.

ESOL Chloe Yang For her excellent effort in completing tasks and class 
participation.

Kapa Haka Kahuroa Ruma Welcome to our rōpū Kahu, and well done on your AMAZING 
speech with a really important message!!

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 15 Daniel Feng 

Dorothea Waldron 

For taking a risk in his learning by presenting a Flash Talk in the new speech category. Daniel 
spoke about fears, using engaging photos to go alongside his talk.  
For being a supportive member of the class. Dorothea gives her peers quality positive feedback 
and constructive feedforward.

Room 16 Oli Taylor 
Harina Han

For making a concerted effort with his writing and mathematics and showing respect to others. 
For being a helpful and respectful student and making an effort with her writing and reading.

Room 17 Leo Mclean 

Oliver Rumball 

For consistently being kind and friendly to everyone in the class, your positive energy is 
contagious!  
For having an excellent attitude towards your learning and always interested in getting productive  
feedback on your work. Well done! 

Room 18 Mokoia Morris 
Nikita Bright

For the time and effort she put into creating a fantastic book cover poster for #FTLOR Week. 
For engaging so well with her literacy learning over the past few weeks. Keep up the marvellous 
effort, Nikita!

Room 19 Spencer Wang  

Ashton Sinclair

For settling into his new school so well. Spencer is a positive and enthusiastic student who is 
already producing work of high quality.  
For showing great application and attitude towards his learning this term.

Room 21 Matilda Kerr 

Livia Kalupahana 

For a wonderful speech and for having the courage to represent team Rakino at the school finals 
on Thursday. Good luck, Matilda! 
For a resurgence of energy and focus in the classroom. A renewed application to her work that 
will support strong progress in the remainder of the year. Ka pai.

Room 22 Saskia De Vrij 

Maihi Swan-Ingham

For being a conscientious student who consistently puts effort into everything she does. Saskia, 
you wrote an incredible speech, congratulations! 
Maihi, you have shown incredible effort toward your speech and presented at the Motuihe finals 
with passion and presence. We are so proud of you, congratulations!
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School News

2022 School Speech Finals 
Congratulations to our school winners: Madeleine Wylie (Traditional Speech 
“Organisation is Difficult“), Olivia Xie (Spoken Word “Introverts and Extroverts: 
Discovering Different Perspectives”), Daniel Feng (Flash Talk “Discover a World of Fears 
and Phobias”), and Reuben Faletutulu (Rap “Poverty in NZ”), who competed in the Rehu 
Tai inter-school zone final at Northcote Intermediate School. 

The standard was high and all four speakers made us proud. Daniel Feng won his 
category and will be competing in the Flash Talk round of the 2022 Auckland Finals at 
Manurewa Intermediate School next Thursday. Well done to all four students—you were 
fantastic! 

Daniel Feng

Madeleine Wylie

Olivia Xie

Reuben Faletutulu

Disco, Disco Disco! 
We’re extremely excited to announce the return of the school 
disco 2022! BIS & the PTA are hosting a disco extravaganza 
to take place on Thursday, 22 September from 7pm - 9pm in 
the school hall. The theme is to come as your favourite 
CHARACTER or COLOUR. Any character from a movie, book, 
music, graphic novel, tv or your imagination OR dress head 
to toe in your favourite colour. We will have prizes for the 
best dressed in Year 7 and Year 8 and random spot prizes 
throughout the night.  

Disco tickets are $5 each and tickets must be purchased in 
advance via the Online Shop - sales open Thursday, 15 Sept 
and close 11am Thursday, 22 September. No door sales. 

There will be two professional instant photo booths at the 
disco ($5 for 2 photo strips) so gather your friends and take 
home group photo memories. We will also be selling pizza, 
chips, lolly bags, ice blocks and juices - $2 each. Start 
planning your costume and get out your dancing shoes! 

Disco Volunteers 
In order to provide a seamless experience for the kids, we 
need a few parent volunteers to help set-up, break down and 
sell food during the disco. We will be stationed outside the 
dancing hall, so no need for kids to worry about parental 
supervision/spying. Please email pta@belmontint.school.nz 
if you can help with either a 6:30pm - 8pm or 8pm - 9:30pm 
shift (or both).   

http://www.apple.com/au/
mailto:pta@belmontint.school.nz


 of 6 9

Homestay Needed 
We are currently seeking a friendly caring homestay for a Thai male student who will be attending BIS in Term 4 this year and 
returning for a full year in 2023. He is 12 years old and will join a Year 7 class this year, moving to Year 8 next year. The student will 
arrive with his parents and stay with them initially therefore, the homestay requirement is only for the latter part of Term 4 (Oct 16th 
- Dec 18th). We are interested in hearing from families who would like to accommodate him for either the latter part of term 4 and/
or all of next year. You will be well supported by the international department and receive a remuneration of $320 per week for a 
student. Please contact Caroline Hood on chood@belmontint.school.nz 

Shout out to the PTA! 
A massive thank you to Jillaine, Aylin, Natalie, Lisa, Joanne, Amber, Natasha, Grant, and Gina for helping with the mammoth task of 
preparing the election papers for the upcoming School Board Triennial Elections. Your help and cheerful manner was very much 
appreciated. Voting papers should be with eligible voters early next week. Please read the candidates statements and make your 
vote count! 

Donations Needed in the Art Department 
The art department is asking for any donations of old unwanted sewing patterns and any kind of bottle tops. The sewing pattern 
tissue paper  is used for sculptures and papier-mâché and the 20 year supply is finally dwindling! The bottle tops are used for 
sculpture-making. Please take any donations directly to the Art Room. Thank you in advance.

Kids’ Lit Quiz 2022 
Congratulations are in order for these amazing young readers. They are the winners of the Auckland Heat 1, from a pool of 51 teams 
spanning across Auckland from Pukekohe to Wellsford, achieving  a HUGE score of 90!  
Team 1 was made up of Thomas Bennett, Felix Gould, Zara Matthews, Elizabeth Ellis, Maddy Wylie (reserve). They will be training for 
the National championships in Wellington on November 12th.  
Well done to our second Kids' Lit Quiz team, who put up a great fight in Heat 2. They finished a solid fourth, only one point away from 
third place! Awesome work, Milena Martens, Leo Powles, Magnus Cornforth and Toby Cunningham! (Lucia Boow - absent). Our 
thanks to Angela Winslade for her help with prepping the teams and her unwavering confidence and positivity! 

BIS Idol Finalists 
Congratulations and best wishes to our seven finalists who will be competing on Thursday, 15 September at a whole school 
assembly at 2pm. Kat Baldivinos, Stella Bradley, Ruby Jacobs, Zoe Logie, Jessie Marshall, Lizzy Turner and Olivia Xie.   
Our judges for the final are Lauren Raby (HoD Music at Takapuna Grammar) and Jacob Moore, (Music Teacher and Director of Choirs 
at Takapuna Grammar). They are both looking forward to hearing our talented singers. Family members of the finalists are welcome 
to attend the assembly. 

Triennial Parent Representative Election 
By now, you should have received your voting paper in the mail. Please take some time to read our candidates statements and vote 
for up to three for the School Board. Every vote counts to help choose representatives to shape our school for now and into the 
future. You can post your vote to us or alternatively drop it into the school office during school hours.

mailto:chood@belmontint.school.nz
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Kathmandu Exclusive Discount Event for Year 8 Parents for Camp 2022 

Hard Tech Extension 
In Mr Caddigan's Hard Tech Specialist Extension class, Will 
Fraser, Alex Fielding, Magnus Cornforth (pictured below L-R) and 
the other groups are lucky enough to learn how to code and build 
robotics this term. This is using a cool educational programme 
called LEGO Spike, where you can create awesome Lego 
inventions combined with technology that brings your designs to 
life. This week we focused on building 'grabbers' to help pick-up 
rubbish from around the school grounds, to save using our 
hands. Not only is this a more hygenic way of picking up litter, it 
was also really fun to code, design and adapt. All nine of us can't 
wait to do more exciting robotics this term! And a special thanks 
to Thomas Paterson, as we wouldn't be able to code the correct 
script without him. 
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Sports News

Gymnastics Zone Day 
Congratulations to Kate Dennison, Nikita Bright and 
Maddy Sara who won the team competition in the B 
Grade general section at the North Harbour 
Gymnastics Zone Day today. Nikita also placed 3rd 
in Beam, 3rd in Floor, 3rd in Vault and 2nd All 
Around, and Kate placed 6th All Around. Well done 
Girls! Photos of the day can be viewed here.

Netball - Auckland Champs 
Our 7/1 netball team had a great day at the Auckland Inter Zone 
competition last week. After qualifying as top school from the North 
Harbour Zone Day they had the opportunity to go up against some of 
the best teams from across the Auckland region. They started the day 
well, winning their first two games against Sylvia Park and 
Papatoetoe. They had a close 9-7 loss to Henderson which meant they 
finished second in their pool, booking them a spot in the quarter 
finals. Unfortunately, Holy Cross was a strong opposition and they lost 
the quarter final, but went on to beat Pukekohe in the next round and 
were defeated by Bucklands Beach in the final round to finish the day 
in 6th place. Well done girls this is an outstanding result against some 
very strong opposition. Thanks to Lee Riddington for coaching the 
team. Photos can be viewed here. 

AIMS Games 
Good luck to all 52 students who are competing at the AIMS Games in Tauranga next week. We have competitors in Girls Football, 
Boys Basketball, Canoe Sport, Cross Country, Golf, Gymnastics, Mountain Biking, Rock Climbing, Tennis, Swimming and Yachting.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/r5yRuPnT7LfoPWnh9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/pYvwFcsok1KTrNtX9
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Community News


