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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

It is hard to believe that we are at the halfway point of the year. Our staff and students have remained positive and achieved a lot in 
a short period of time. Our students have continued to be resilient and have enjoyed the many opportunities that have been 
afforded to them.  
  
Our first Concert evening in over two years was a raging success last Wednesday evening. It was easily the highlight of my week 
with the energy and enthusiasm emanating from our students and staff alike. It was also clear that our parents thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing their children perform, sing and dance for the first time in years. My thanks to Mrs Norwell, Mrs Piper, Mr Cope and our 
school leaders for organising the evening. 
  
With reference to the lockdown yesterday, I was extremely proud of our students, staff and my leadership team for the way in 
which we initiated our lockdown protocols, kept calm under pressure and ensured our students were safe and cared for. An 
experience such as this is a good test of your systems and ability to follow the plans that have been put in place. The lockdown 
itself was precautionary and lasted for a total of 10 minutes. As a parent myself, I am acutely aware that these situations are 
stressful and create a lot of anxiety. However, during a school lockdown, please do not come on-site in your vehicles or come to the 
office door to collect your children. We follow specific protocols that have been put in place by our Health and Safety consultants. 
Furthermore, we are instructed to only provide specific information about the threat when this is given to us by the Police. Our 
major priority is locking down the school and ensuring that all students and staff are accounted for. Finally, some parents have yet 
to download our HERO APP that pushes out Health and Safety alerts such as the one we had yesterday. With respect, we have 
provided multiple reminders in our newsletters and correspondence to you since the start of the year.  

It is with sadness that we farewell two members of staff today. Miss Erin Loader has been on maternity leave for the past year and 
has decided to stay on Waiheke, raise her family and look to continue her career on the island. Erin has a bright future in education 
and I wish her all the best. Miss Shaeleigh Friedrichs leaves us after three and half years at BIS. Shae has made a significant 
contribution to our school and will be missed by the staff and students alike. She will be embarking on some international travel 
before returning home to South Africa to see family and friends. On behalf of the staff and students, I would like to wish Shae and 
Erin all the best for their future endeavours.  

We welcome Miss Emma Wildman to the BIS community. Emma will take over from Miss Friedrichs in Room 22 to start next term. 
Emma has completed her induction and is looking forward to beginning her career at BIS. 

A reminder that you will receive your child’s report on Friday afternoon. I encourage you to discuss this document with your child, 
celebrate the successes and identify areas for development for the remainder of the year. Term 3 starts on Monday, 25 July. 

From Monday, 25 July students will be required to hand their mobile phones in to the office before school. Each phone will need to 
be named and placed in labelled boxes. Students will collect their phones after 3pm.

https://www.belmontint.school.nz/join-us/staying-connected
http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, 8 July End of Term 2 - Mid-Year Reports Issued

Monday, 25 July Start of Term 3

Wednesday, 27 July School Cross Country, from 11:20am, Spectators Welcome (PTA selling ice creams - see 
newsletter for details)

Wednesday, 27 July New Parents for 2023 Information Evening, 6:30pm in the School Hall

Thursday, 28 July 2023 In-Zone online enrolments open

Thursday, 28 July Pubertal Change Evening for Parents and Students, 6:30pm in the School Hall

Tuesday, 2 August Student Learning Conferences all day. School closed for instruction, supervision is available. 
Please email office@belmontint.school.nz if you require this for your child

Monday, 8 August School Board Meeting 5, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Tuesday, 9 August Open Day Tour 1, 11:30am from the School Hall

Wednesday, 10 August Open Day Tour 2, 9:15am from the School Hall

Monday, 15 August Gifted Education Information Morning Tea, BIS Staffroom 9:15am, RSVP to 
tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz

Parent /Student /Teacher learning conferences will be held on Tuesday, 2 August from 8.30 am - 6.30 pm. As working parents, we 
understand the pressures of finding time to attend these conferences. For this reason and your convenience, we are now offering 
morning appointments as well as the option to have an in-person session or an online session via GoogleMeet. Conference 
sessions will be 14 minutes long with a one-minute change over time. A reminder to please indicate if your child will be attending 
the conference with you when booking.  

Conferences are not compulsory, so if you are happy with your child’s progress, achievement and personal development, you are 
not obliged to book a meeting. Please note: the school will be closed on Tuesday, 2 August in order for our teachers to facilitate 
conferences with you and your child, however, we do have the capacity to supervise students for the school day (8:40 am - 3 pm) 
should they not be able to be looked after at home. Please email office@belmontint.school if you require your child to be supervised. 

Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use this code 4tcub to book your conference.

 
Lastly, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates at our formal assembly yesterday; Oliver Service, Jim Simpson, 
Victoria Chamberlain, Ben Whybrow, Sienna O’Connell, Bella Choi, Milena Martens, Izzy Congdon, Nicole Wang, Rachelle Wilson, 
Jacob Sickling  and Farrah Grice-Douglas. 

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill 
Principal 

mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Alicia Patrick 

Raya Crane 

For going above and beyond for our classroom Matariki decorations! Thank you for your 
enthusiasm and effort.  
For going above and beyond for our classroom Matariki decorations! Thank you for your 
enthusiasm and effort. 

Room 2 Vicky Ma 
Georgie Uri 

For her hard work and dedication towards her learning. Your book work is incredible! 
For her kind and caring nature. Georgie is a caring and supportive friend and classmate. Well 
done for all your hard work this term!

Room 3 Luke Donnelly  
Cleo Jonas

For being a great P.E monitor this term. Thank you for your hard work, Luke!  
For her incredible inquiry artwork this term. Keep up the amazing work, Cleo! 

Room 4 Mai Edley 

Alisa Guo 

For effort and enthusiasm she puts into learning. Mai is always asking for feedback and 
looking how to improve. Keep up the super attitude, Mai. 
Alisa is a kind and caring friend who always tries her best. She displays a positive attitude 
towards learning and is humble in her achievements. Super effort, Alisa.

Room 5 Max Lawton 

Josephine Taylor

For working hard on your learning even when you were sick at home. Awesome commitment, 
Max! 
For her awesome work with the team assembly. Room 5 is very proud of what you put 
together!

Room 6 Kaya Mcleod  

Spike Riggall 

For his enthusiasm, dedication and support during matariki, Kaya is always willing to share 
his culture and teach others about te ao Māori! Ka Rawe te mahi, Kaya!  
For his caring and kind nature, Spike looks after us all in Room 6, no task is too much for him! 
His positivity radiates around the class and we are lucky to have him!

Room 7 Alice MacDonald 

Juliet Glover 

Alice, your kind smile brightens up the day in Room 7 and it is just lovely to see how you grow 
in maturity. Well done! 
Juliet, you work SO hard on every single task presented to you, and your results speak for 
themselves. Keep it up and you will move mountains!

Room 8 Mazey Yates 
Patrick Ellis

For being a confident, kind and friendly student. It is awesome having you in Room 8! 
For taking risks with his learning to extend his thoughts, keep up the good work. 

Room 9 Ewan Wilson 

Eli McKinlay-Rhodes

For showing such a keen interest in your learning and how to develop it. Well done on the 
excellent work you have produced, Ewan. You are an asset to Room 9. 
For always eagerly participating in class discussions and showing how vast your knowledge is. 
I love your newfound interest in drawing and the joy it brings. Ka Pai!

Room 10 Amy Simpson 

Luana Duclos-
Blackmore

For always looking out for others and offering them support. Amy, you are such and 
empathetic and kind student. 
For really stepping out of her comfort zone and taking risks in her learning by trying new 
things. I am proud of you, Luana.

Room 11 Dominic Harrison 

Lily Mclean

For showing fantastic perseverance in maths this term, I am so proud of you for putting in so 
much effort. Your studious work ethic is amazing! 
For displaying an amazing work ethic and always engaging in activities and learning to the 
utmost degree. You are a lovely role model, Lily!

Room 12 Angus Waddams 
Izzy Lomax

For his continuous show of respect to his opponents and adults throughout Sport Camp. 
For showing excellence at Sports Camp by giving it her all with a never give up attitude.

Room 13 Hinata Sato 

Zara Matthews 

For his outstanding attitude, and work ethic. Hinata strives for excellence in everything he 
does. He is an outstanding role model for others. 
For her phenomenal written responses during our poetry study. Zara, you have such a talent 
for literacy, thank you for sharing it with us.

Room 14 Angel Nan 

Shray Patolo

For always volunteering her help and support of others. You are a hard worker with a heart of 
gold! 
For being a respectful and kind member of Room 14. You show integrity in everything you do.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 15 Ella Tibbots 

Clarke Dallimore 

For her enthusiasm and dedication to all aspects of school. Ella uses her initiative and is happy to 
help with extra tasks. I’ve really appreciated you, Ella—ka pai! 
For demonstrating his excellent leadership skills as a coach for our class P.E. sessions. Clarke has 
also led a group through his role as ‘director’. Ka rawe, Clarke!

Room 16 George Fowler 

Dola Gao

For his enthusiastic, positive attitude and great sense of humoured for showing renewed focus with 
his learning. 
For always showing respect and consideration and for being helpful and thoughtful and trying hard 
to make progress in her learning.

Room 17 Angus Sims  

Darcy Hoskin 

For striving for excellence in mathematics. Well done on being feedback hungry and eager to extend 
yourself. Well done, Angus! 
For growing in confidence over the last few weeks, asking for feedback, and applying it to your 
work. I am proud of you! 

Room 18 Katya Naserallah 

Cameron Lofts 

For her achievement in Mathletics earning an incredible amount of certificates through her 
commitment and excellence.  
For his achievement in Mathletics earning an outstanding amount of certificates through his 
commitment and excellence. 

Room 19 The whole of 
Room 19

For showing such remarkable resilience, courage and creativity this term. With all the disruptions 
and sickness, I am so proud of the way you have made excellent progress and achievement in your 
learning. Well done, Room 19

Room 20 Lachlan Curtin 

Max Pollock 

For his excellent work ethic and positive attitude towards all his work, and for always offering  to 
help and assist others. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. You are a great role model for your peers. 
For arriving at school each and every day with a positive, enthusiastic and hard working attitude and 
for always being caring, kind and inclusive of everyone. A wonderful student to teach.  

Room 21 Lachie Butcher 

Ben Harvey 

For a focus on continual improvement in his classwork and interactions with those around him. 
Keep up the great effort, Lachie. 
For meeting deadlines and being self directed. He has achieved this by balancing a busy schedule 
between commitments to sport, class and sports camp. Well done.

Room 22 Anfisa Trekhleb 

Lucy Reddecliffe 

For her fun-loving and inclusive ways. Your friendliness goes a long way in ensuring others feel part 
of the group. Thank you for being you, Anfisa! 
For being such a conscientious and hardworking student. Your dedication to deadlines and 
commitment to producing good work is inspiring, Lucy, well done!

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Juliet Jackson, Sophie Fisher 

William Ashwin, Edward Buisson-Hiriart  

Alisa Guo, Harris Doddrell, Matilda Kerr, Jasper Van Tonder, 
Danni Halse, Spike Riggall, Lulu Beech

For commitment to the  role of food tech monitor, for 
turning up and carrying out duties every week willingly 
and with a smile  
For the patience and kindness they have demonstrated 
helping others during food technology 
For excellent focus, effort and application to tasks in food 
technology

Music John An. Jack Farmer, Isla Inch, Theo Robinson, Maddy 
Sara, Nate Johnson. 
Alisa Guo, Lisa Murata Gutierrez, Paige Ainsworth Ruby 
Jacobs 

For their willing and capable assistance before and at 
the Concert Evening. 
For their winning entries in BIS’s Got Talent and their top 
quality entertainment at the Concert Evening, you were 
all outstanding. 

Hard Tech Finn Darragh, Samuel Schneebeli, Leah Birks, Lucia Dustin, 
Sophie Douglas, Alexander Fielding, William Crawford, Jack 
Watts, Sacha Curson

For completing their project to a high standard and then 
helping other students with their work. Well done.

Languages Zara Matthews, Alfonso Banta, Mia Riddington 
Mackenzie Anderson, Leo Xiao, Robert Yuan 
Jacob Sickling, Eric Liu, Hinata Sato, Teo Besier, Jamila 
Teves, Angus O’Brien 

For achieving excellence in the cultural & language 
assessments. 
For achieving excellence in the cultural assessment. 
For achievement excellence in the language 
assessment.

Visual Art Adele Chan, Crista Dermott, Leikyn Morunga, Jesse 
Frazerhurst, Lucy Bates, Mokoia Morris, Clara Berrux, John 
An, Llzzy Turner

For great application and productivity in class art 
sessions.
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School News

Give a Kid a Blanket Donation Drive 
WOW BIS community! What an incredible effort by our students and families to support this very important cause. Our School 
Leaders and Class Captains were swimming in your generosity. Our hearts are certainly warmed and thanks to you, so will many 
families in need this winter. On behalf of BIS and Bernie 
from the  Give a Kid a Blanket charity, thank you  If you 
were unable to support them through our donation drive 
today, there is still plenty of opportunities either by 
visiting their website https://giveakidablanket.co.nz/
donate/ or visiting one of their three collection points 
here in Devonport. 

Specialist Merit Mentions cont.
Science Nicole Wang, Alexander Jiang, Oliver Jiang, Ella Jung, Lucy 

Bates, Benjamin Heard, Emma Maddigan, Summer 
Farrimond, Olivia Xie, Lucia Boow, Lisa Murata Gutierrez, 
Ewan Wilson, Tyler Matairangi, Elizabeth Ellis, Belle Phillips, 
Gabriella Nguyen

For overall excellence in Science Specialist.

ESOL Vira Guba For your inquisitive attitude and consistency of hard 
work in class.

Kapa Haka Te Manurere - The whole Rōpū  

Special mention to:  
Hinata Sato, Stella Bradley, Cara Te Whiu, Connagh 
MCclintock, Huni Posimani, Isabella Hernandez, Jack Watts, 
Liam Furlong, Kaya Mcleod, Tara Barrett, Masiey Kerns , 
Indiana Belshaw, Leleia Parker, Dillion Davidson and Petra 
Wehrle

For their dedication and comitment to our rōpū over the 
busy matariki period, three weeks, three performances 
you were all phenomenal and represented BIS with 
mana and style. 

Thank you for your leadership and support in various 
performances and events over the past three weeks!  

https://www.facebook.com/Give-a-Kid-a-Blanket-1612453109010058/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUizT6ycgdsD7cnX9PTuSVkTW20FRlWd0uauG3b-DOs7sTMK7W7lpTS8Ie2Dzd_u5j1fSGn28Rye9IDChgPpdJv6nzwwfdYS2ZgEcYn77uj5cdBtuepsykPOp25SKAZczZXjoBgsOBMl6KQIZRHgknYopCRmEPB02OxM2TjmVdUsGfcrCJfA_2Z6kg8pwXN6UumRIJwdAXZ8wWGtmdOF8oJ&__tn__=kK-R
https://giveakidablanket.co.nz/donate/?fbclid=IwAR25K4-FPmKJyqcgQO-ITw4ixjzfPdeVTE-mD2afwkhlbq5fPnY0JIm8Bm8
https://giveakidablanket.co.nz/donate/?fbclid=IwAR25K4-FPmKJyqcgQO-ITw4ixjzfPdeVTE-mD2afwkhlbq5fPnY0JIm8Bm8
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Homestay Needed 
We are currently seeking a friendly caring homestay for a Thai male student who will be attending BIS in Term 4 this year and 
returning for a full year in 2023. He is 12 years old and will join a Year 7 class this year, moving to Year 8 next year. The student will 
arrive with his parents and stay with them initially therefore, the homestay requirement is only for the latter part of Term 4 (Oct 16th 
- Dec 18th). We are interested in hearing from families who would like to accommodate him for either the latter part of term 4 and/
or all of next year. You will be well supported by the international department and receive a remuneration of $320 per week for a 
student. Please contact Caroline Hood on chood@belmontint.school.nz 

Term 2 Concert Evening 
It was exciting to finally have a concert evening after a two year hiatus due to Covid. And what an amazing range of talent was on 
show. The evening began with our fabulous BIS Kapa Haka Ropu, ‘Te Manurere’ performing a medley of songs and a haka which 
related to this area and has military significance. Following on were the three winners from this term’s competition ‘BIS’s Got Talent’ 
-  Lisa Murata Gutierrez who played Shostakovich on the piano, Alisa Guo who danced ‘Fire on Fire’ and Paige Ainsworth and Ruby 
Jacobs who performed ‘Naughty’ from the stage show ‘Matilda’. All these performers were brilliant in their own field.  
Jane Carter’s ‘Pocket Rockets’ dancers performed two intriguing numbers ‘Family Portrait’ and ‘Sibling Rivalry’ which both cleverly 
told a story in movement. Our Year 8 Top Notes performed ‘Kusimama’ which means ‘Stand Tall’ in the African language of Swahili. 
The BIS Orchestra presented two numbers - ‘Rock Around the Clock’ arranged by Nicholas Hare and ‘Pepeha’, a special 
arrangement for our orchestra by Ryan Youens from the Auckland Philharmonia. The Top Notes joined the orchestra for this 
performance.  
The evening’s entertainment ended on a high note with our amazing double rock band playing ‘Come Together’ by The Beatles - a 
fitting title for a wonderful evening’s entertainment. A huge thank you to all students involved, Matua Scott and Whaea Megan who 
trained ‘Te Manurere’, staff who coordinated school groups and parents and students for their support. Photos from the evening can 
be viewed here. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/x5mgDLdcDVeoyhRk7
mailto:chood@belmontint.school.nz
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Sports News

Going Through Puberty with Confidence  

In Year 7 at BIS, we value the changes that occur at this adolescent stage in the students' 
lives. Therefore, as part of the health learning area of our curriculum, we teach the 
concepts of pubertal change and hygiene, as well as the importance of nutrition and 
exercise. It’s no secret that puberty can be awkward, so let’s make it easier to talk about. 
On Thursday, 28 July, BIS in partnership with Attitude will be hosting a parent presentation 
on puberty. Content includes major physical changes, emotional changes, and healthy 
head messages. We invite you and your child to join us in the school hall at 6.30 pm. 

After the presentation, the pubertal change programme will happen, over the course of net 
term, in class and consist of three main learning areas: physical changes, hygiene and 
relationships. This will help students to develop an understanding of the physical, mental and emotional changes that will occur 
during puberty. They will examine the factors influencing our choices during puberty as well as develop a positive attitude towards 
the changes we experience. If you have any questions or would prefer your child not participate in pubertal change lessons, please 
contact your child's classroom teacher.  

Term 1 and 2 Specialist Reports 
As you know, this year BIS began our journey with Hero a new Student Management System after our previous one went into 
receivership. HERO allows schools to customise an online environment that enables teachers, students, and families to view and 
share content anytime, anywhere on any device. The software is secure, easy to use and brings together all school-related 
information in one place.  

This year, specialist teachers are the first to use Hero to communicate your child’s progress and achievement in their specialist 
classes. Learning posts have now been enabled for you to view via the Hero app or website. To view, please follow these 
instructions. If you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to contact Deputy Principal, Lauren Tyler 
at ltyler@belmontint.school.nz.

Sports Camp 2022 
Wow! What a week it's been down at Totara Springs in Matamata for our sports camp team, competing against eight other schools 
from around the north island. Our students, staff and parents have had a fantastic week.   
To top off such a successful week they finished as the overall winning team! Congratulations to all 36 students who competed - you 
were a credit to school both on and off the sports field. 
A huge thanks to our wonderful parents; Scott Tibbotts, Jared Letica, Anya Williams and Sally Tate who were fantastic support and 
help throughout the week. The Sports Camp Album can be viewed here. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/bjtx3XqKXA3qz2bm7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I6qrlLQm0XwtGDh5Ux3AUVB0wUYV4lRZkxlTboycU0Y/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:ltyler@belmontint.school.nz
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Success Outside of School

CATS! 
Toby Cunningham and Ruby Jacobs, will be performing in APAA's production of Cats during the July school holidays at the ASB 
Waterfront Theatre. They will be taking on the roles of Skimbleshanks and Jemima respectively in the beloved Andrew Lloyd Webber 
production at the end of the first week of the school holidays - six shows only: Friday, July 15 to Sunday, July 17.  

Students have been rehearsing since the middle of 2021 - with the season postponed twice due to Covid - so the cast is excited to 
finally present the show to an audience! Tickets can be purchased from the theatre or Ticketmaster.  

A special discount for Belmont whanau is available: buy tickets to either performance on Friday, July 15 (2.00pm or 7.30pm) and use 
the promo code JELLICLE to get adults at children's prices (only via the ASB Waterfront Theatre). The link is https://
www.asbwaterfronttheatre.co.nz/auckland-performing-arts-academy/2022/cats-the-musical/#ticket. Good luck, kuru raki, Toby and 
Ruby!

Cross Country 
Our annual school cross country event will take place on Wednesday, 27 July (save day Thursday, 28 July) on the Belmont 
Intermediate and Takapuna Grammar School grounds. All students are expected to participate. 

Starting Order:  
Year 7 Girls - 11.30am warm up, start 11.40am approx.       
Year 7 Boys - 11.50am warm up, start 12.00pm approx.                  
Year 8 Girls - 12.10pm warm up, start 12.20pm approx.      
Year 8 Boys - 12.30pm warm up, start 12.40pm approx.

All parents, caregivers, friends and family are welcome to come along and support. The PTA will be selling ice cream alongside the 
BIS cross country event. Options include regular cone ice cream, a gluten free option and a dairy free option - all $2 each. Buy your 
ice cream in advance on the Online Shop to guarantee your selection - sales close midnight Tuesday, 26 July, or bring $2 to buy on 
the day with cash - subject to availability. 

Water Polo Zone Day 
Well done to our two water polo teams who competed at the recent North 
Harbour Water Polo Zone Day. The teams battled hard against some 
strong opposition and it was a great experience for them to compete in a 
tournament format. Whilst they didn't come away with a placing, they 
played with great determination and had a fantastic day in the pool. 
Photos of the day can be viewed here.

https://www.asbwaterfronttheatre.co.nz/auckland-performing-arts-academy/2022/cats-the-musical/#ticket
https://www.asbwaterfronttheatre.co.nz/auckland-performing-arts-academy/2022/cats-the-musical/#ticket
https://photos.app.goo.gl/HZTbK8nP3Btu4EBN6
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
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Community News
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