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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

On Tuesday, we enjoyed another extremely positive experience with the Education Review Office (ERO). Our evaluative partner, 
Emma Dobson worked with me, the Senior Leadership Team and our International Student Director on a number of compliance-
related tasks. She also spent time with three separate groups of students. In her feedback, she mentioned the solid connection that 
exists between our staff and students as being a particular strength, along with our student's ability to articulate their current 
levels of attainment, goal setting, the ability of teachers to differentiate the learning for each child and the way in which teachers 
support them to learn. I was encouraged and proud of this feedback as it reflected the areas we have been working on post-COVID. 
  
The Education Review Office (ERO) has shifted to a more developmental approach to evaluation that supports each school’s 
improvement over time. Key features of the new approach, Te Ara Huarau, are that ERO will: 

• Work with all schools in an ongoing way rather than as a one-off event  
• Connect with each school’s strategic planning and reporting cycle as part of their improvement journey 
• Work in partnership with schools, collaborating in support of equitable and excellent outcomes for all learners  

As a result, each school will: 
• Have a dedicated ERO Evaluation Partner who works alongside the school 
• Have a different experience depending on needs, strengths, and their school’s specific evaluation focus 
• All schools in New Zealand will be on a three-year evaluation cycle. 

  
What will public reporting on ERO’s website look like? As schools transition into the approach, ERO will work with schools to 
publish a one-off Profile Report. This will focus on the strategic goals schools have in place to improve learner outcomes and what 
the school is seeking to achieve through the evaluation. Within a three year cycle, all schools will then have a Te Ara Huarau | 
School Evaluation Report. This report includes information about the school’s improvement journey, what the school has achieved 
for learners and their future priorities. All schools will receive a Board Assurance with Regulatory and Legislative Requirements 
Report about their Board’s attestation to meeting those requirements. Provision for International Students and Hostel Reports will 
be published where applicable. Other reporting Progress Reports - These reports are not published on ERO’s website. Progress 
reports will provide specific information for specific audiences such as your Board, the community or the Ministry of Education.  

Moving to Integrated Studies, Team Motuihe students will be exploring the question, "What role does conflict have in society?". This 
will be done through rich learning opportunities, which will examine the positive and negative impacts that conflict has on 
individuals and societies—encouraging tamariki to think critically. Students' understanding will be further enhanced by their 
personal projects. 

http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool


 of 2 10

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back Bianca Steyn, who returns from maternity leave to teach Room 17 next week.  
My thanks to Mr Bill Holland who has done a fantastic job with the class. I am sure Bill will continue to relief teach in the school 
after taking a short break. 
  
Congratulations to the following Deputy House Captains that were named yesterday to assist the current House Captains with their 
duties. Cuvier House - Jack Cockayne and Maisey Kearns, Pencarrow House - Max Pollock and Aria Heald, Tiri House - Luka Hart 
and Poppy Cousins, Brett House - Lucas Andrevski and Ruby Cochrane. The new Deputies were announced and presented with 
their badges at yesterday’s formal assembly. 
  
A reminder that next Friday, 3 June, is the annual Kahui Ako Conference at Takapuna Grammar School for all schools on the 
peninsula during which our teachers gain valuable professional development in a full day of workshops, keynote speakers and 
connections with other CoL teachers. The weekend is followed by Queen’s Birthday on Monday, 6 June therefore, the school will be 
closed over that period. 
  
Please note that we will be having an MOE allocated Teacher Only Day on Monday, 27 June. Belmont Intermediate School will be 
closed for instruction on this day. 
  
As we head into winter, please ensure that your child has a school jacket and closed-toe shoes for the colder, wetter months. Bare 
feet or sandals are not good options. We added the option of trousers to our uniform last year, these are available from Yarntons in 
Devonport. We also sell school-branded scarves from our uniform shop and these can be ordered using the online shop. 
  
Moving to Covid-related levels in our school amongst staff and students, we have a staff member dedicated to recording and 
tracking the Covid cases and reporting to me regularly to monitor any upward trends that we need to be aware of. Currently, 3.3% of 
our staff and students have Covid and 4% are household contacts. Compared to surrounding schools’ data, this appears to be in line 
with what we would expect. 
  
Lastly, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates yesterday at our Formal Assembly; Mila Kraznich, Joao Diaz 
Martin, Emma Ford, Victoria Bakewell, Alex Vanderbom, Aston Burrell, Liam Feng, Annabel Priddy, Maddy Sara, Luke Tibbotts, 
Angus O’Brien, Oliver Service, Monty Henderson and Lucas Andrevski.

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill 
Principal 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday, 30 May Year 7 Girls Football Zone Day

Tuesday, 31 May Year 8 Girls Football Zone Day

Friday, 3 June Peninsula Kahui Ako at Takapuna Grammar - Teacher Only Day - School Closed for Instruction

Monday, 6 June Queen’s Birthday - School Closed for Instruction

Wednesday, 8 June Boys Hockey Zone Day

Thursday, 9 June Girls Hockey Zone Day

Thursday, 9 June North Shore Mathex Competition - Northcross Intermediate School

Tuesday, 14 June Boys Rugby Zone Day

Monday, 20 June - Friday, 24 June Matariki Week

Friday, 24 June Matariki Public Holiday - School Closed for Instruction

Monday, 27 June Teacher Only Day - School Closed for Instruction

Monday, 27 June School Board Meeting 4 - 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Wednesday, 29 June Term 2 Concert Evening - 7pm in the School Hall

Thursday, 30 June Waterpolo Zone Day

https://kindo.co.nz/
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Raya Crane 

George Dodd 

For demonstrating kindness, care and diligence in Room 1. Raya always tries her best and 
pursues her own personal excellence. 
For showing leadership and enthusiasm towards our inter-class football. Keep up the 
awesome work, George! 

Room 2 Abigail Wiggins 

Cuong Nguyen

For always working hard towards your goals and learning. You are also a very supportive 
and caring friend.  
For always coming to school with a positive and fun attitude. Your confidence over the last 
term has really grown. 

Room 3 Caleb Mako 

Ruby Parley  

For always coming to school with a positive attitude and showing perseverance across all 
subjects! Keep up the great work, Caleb.  
For striving to achieve excellence across all subjects. Thank you for all your hard work, 
Ruby. You are a star! 

Room 4 Jayden Jin 

Elliot Page 

For the effort he has put into solving maths problems. Jayden provides detailed 
mathematical evidence to prove his answers are correct. Great effort Jayden. 
For using a wide range of sentence types and expanding one idea over three sentences. 
Elliot, I always love reading your writing. Keep up the super effort.

Room 5 Renee Barrett 

Isabella Lui 

For showing awesome improvements in spelling and maths. Also for her beautifully 
presented work. Well done, Renee! 
For always finishing her work and making some new friends along the way. Awesome work, 
Isabella.

Room 6 Gretta-Rose Henderson 

Jack Craddock  

For her cheerful nature, her kindness to everyone she comes across and dedication towards 
her learning!  
For his positivity towards his class work, his excellent effort and contribution during sharing 
and class discussions. 

Room 7 Lucy Gatman 

Ein Kim

Lucy, you work so well in class and consistently complete high quality work. Keep it up and 
the sky is your limit! 
Your writing is exploding at the moment, Ein - all your hard work is paying off. Excellent!

Room 8 Michael Harden 

Taj Knapp 

For preparing a well researched debate on their chosen leader. The way you grew in 
confidence in delivering your points is to be admired. Well done! 
For preparing a well researched debate on their chosen leader. The way you grew in 
confidence in delivering your points is to be admired. Well done!

Room 9 Jarvis Brown 

Oliver Gault 

For showing a keen interest in each lesson. You have proven that you have a wealth of 
knowledge and are eager to share this with your peers. Well done! 
For showing creativity in all that you do, whether it be writing, drawing or building. Thank 
you for inspiring and encouraging those around you. 

Room 10 Ryder Cusdin 
Zoe Wild

For his improved outlook towards his learning and for completing his homework with pride. 
For her outstanding effort in reading and writing. Zoe, your written work is a delight to read! 

Room 11 William Crawford 

Delilah Pezaro

For showing great passion for your school work, which resulted in contributing amazing 
facts and opinions in your Integrated Studies debate. Keep it up, Will! 
For displaying high levels of effort and energy when participating in our class debates during 
Integrated Studies. It is lovely having you in Room 11. Well done!

Room 12 Heidi Ohlsson 

Baxter McNaughton

For her amazing work ethic in class when taking on various responsibilities as House 
Captain. 
Showing his ability to keep up with his tasks in class while taking on his role as House 
Captain.

Room 13 Nicole Wang 

Charlotte McBride 

For constantly striving for excellence in everything she does. Nicole is a role model for 
others, and an outstanding Class Captain, leading from the front. 
For making a real conscious effort to engage in group discussions, and an impressive start 
to Term 2 in all curriculum areas.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 14 Jack Cockayne 

Skye Grice-Douglas 

For taking initiative and working extremely hard in his maths and reading. A great start to 
Term 2! 
For always being bright and enthusiastic. You consistently create fabulous work and are a 
valued member of Room 14.

Room 15 John An 

Sasha Wilton 

For his beautiful manners and initiative shown. John will often do things without being asked 
and ensures his work is completed by deadlines. Mahi pai, John.  
For having an excellent attitude towards her learning and being diligent. Sasha also has a 
wonderful sense of humour. Thank you for your effort, Sasha!

Room 16 Zara Weir 

Elvis Lam 

For her positive attitude and thoughtful presentation with her reading and written language 
and her amazing creative imaginative artwork. 
For his excellent attitude and diligence with his learning, his outstanding ability with 
mathematics and for always been kind and respectful

Room 17 Leo Zollner 

Ruby Milne 

For his constant desire to learn more about the world and always displaying intellectual 
curiosity. 
For her everyday uplifting, joyful attitude to all she does and her willingness to shoulder 
responsibility.

Room 18 Pettra Phantang 

Mokoia Morris

For her awesome contribution to all of our sports and fitness activities. Pettra shows 
wonderful teamwork and is consistently a positive role model. 
For her enthusiasm and striving for excellence with her writing this term. Mokoia is also a 
wonderful positive role model in our class. Ka pai, Mokoia.

Room 19 Gray Engstorm  
Evie Parsons

For engagement and perseverance in his learning . 
For outstanding written responses in reading.

Room 20 Kate Dennison 

Liam Word 

For consistently working hard across all curriculum areas and putting in 100% into everything 
she does. I am so proud of you, Kate. 
For consistently trying his best, being organised and enthusiastic in all curriculum areas! Keep 
up the awesome work, Liam.

Room 21 Wren Ballesty 

Connor McAlister-Wilby

For diligently and consistently displaying all of the BIS values no matter the day of the week, 
week of the term or term of the year. A great member of Room 21. 
For his resilience and willingness to do the extra hard yards if it means progress and success. 
Wonderful start to the new term Connor, keep it up!

Room 22 Agatha Griffiths 

Sofia Cagney-Potts

For being so on top of her literature circle work this term. Your efficiency and dedication has 
been great to see, Aggie! 
For always being a kind and friendly member of our class. We adore how warm and caring you 
are, Sofia, thank you!

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Chloe Franklin, Violet Goodwin, Isaac Roberts, 

Rongomai Te Heuheu, Cash Gibson, Pelle Eriksen 
Simperingham, Ellie Job, Romey Jewell, Dominic 
Harrison, Dylan Wignall

For excellent attitude and conscientious approach to all tasks 
in Food Technology.

Music Baxter McNaughton, Ethan Laing, Leo Xiao, Natalja 
Burton, Margarita Kotova, Thomas Johnson, Dylan 
Robinson, Otis King, Nadia Letica, Lucy Reddecliffe, 
Leighton Jones

For making excellent progress with creating their original  
songs and preparing them for performance next lesson.

Hard Tech Leah Rahmfeld, Zara Gibbs, Aston Burrell, Emily 
Cousins, Sonya Hamblyn, Stryder Somerville, Levi 
Marsh

For demonstrating creativity and skill when carving a design 
onto their wooden box project.
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School News

Digital Safety for Our Learners 
As our children become immersed in an ever-changing technological world, our responsibility is to ensure they have the skills, 
knowledge, and tools to safely use digital technology and social media. For this reason, BIS has booked a series of presentations 
and class workshops with Attitude. Attitude is a team of talented communicators who are passionate about the well-being of young 
people. Since the mid-90s Attitude presenters have been informing, inspiring and entertaining young New Zealanders.  

Parent Evening 

How whānau can help their young people navigate the adolescent years in a rapidly changing world. If you are concerned with the 
impact of technology, social media, gaming and their safety online then this presentation will give you the tools and insights you 
need to confidently raise happy and resilient children. Click here for a preview video 

When: Thursday, 16 June 
Time: 6.30pm 
Where: From the comfort of your own home!  
For your convenience, Attitude will provide an online presentation. A link will be provided in the next newsletter and on our 
Facebook page. Click here to Like and Follow so you don’t miss it! 

In School for Students 

Young people need new skills and guidance as they navigate their digital world. Content includes text bullying, online safety, 
communication, building character, and balance. 

Whole School Introductory Presentation - Thursday, 16 June  
Individual Class follow up workshops 20 - 23 of June and 1 July. Teachers will be advised of their time slot.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15XLNlzaXtA
https://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
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Our School is a Travel Wise School - Here are some ‘Stay Safe’ messages… 
We encourage your children to walk to and from school as it: 

! Helps improve your child’s fitness and health 
! Gets them to arrive at school awake, alert and ready to learn 
! Keeps the school gate area clear of parked cars so it is safer for everyone 
! Helps your child to become familiar with their community and to learn road sense skills 
! Saves on petrol money 

Stop chaos at the school gate: 
Never stop on yellow lines or double-park around the school. Parking like this can block the view of students and motorists making 
it hard for students to safely cross the road. Develop your child’s road sense and let them walk the last 500 meters to school. 

Our school carpark is not a drop off/ pick up zone: 
Help us keep our carpark clear and safe by not using it for dropping off or picking up students. Reversing cars and extra traffic in 
our small carpark before and after school is a major hazard to our student’s safety! It is everyone’s responsibility to keep our kids 
safe. 

Pink Shirt Day 2022 
Speak up and stand together against bullying! BIS students and staff did just that in a sea of pink to show our support last week. If 
you'd like to make a donation, please visit https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz/

https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz/?fbclid=IwAR3DwC0a2cMo83EXxQOsc9gI2UOXdtC4HX6o3poJRRik1rQle9qwZPzzsMM
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BIS’s Got Talent! 
Mrs Norwell and Mrs Piper are looking for the next 
big thing! Entry is via the Daily Dash and the top 3 will 
get to perform in our Term 2 Concert Evening on 29 
June.

BIS Eco Warriors Elective 
On Monday, 23 May, the Eco Warriors, led by Miss Friedrichs who fosters a great love in our students for anything eco, spent their 
afternoon at Philomel Reserve making a difference by doing two important tasks: weeding and tree planting. Weeding helps to 
protect native plants against foreign plants that smother them, while planting native trees helps to fight climate change, create 
healthier ecosystems in the reserve, and of course benefit the precious, native birds in the area. Well done to all the Eco 
Warriors for their commitment and care!

Homestay Needed 
We are currently seeking a friendly caring homestay for a Japanese female student in Year 8 for Terms 3 & 4. The student currently 
has an older sister who is in a local homestay attending TGS but we are seeking a separate homestay to provide a non-Japanese 
speaking environment for the younger sibling who is keen to improve her English as quickly as possible. She prefers a family 
with similar or younger aged children and loves pets, especially dogs. She plays the piano and enjoys basketball and badminton. 
You will be well supported by the international department and receive remuneration of $320 per week for a student. Please contact 
Caroline Hood on chood@belmontint.school.nz

mailto:chood@belmontint.school.nz
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BIS World Vision Youth Ambassadors 
On Thursday, 26 May, our class captains and vice-captains met to learn about transferable leadership skills with Jemiah Teariki 
(pictured with our group), World Vision 40 Hour Famine Youth Ambassadors. They learnt what is needed to run a successful 
campaign and started to plan for their own campaign; the World Vision 40 Hour Famine. These students heard statistics and 
stories from a World Vision 40 Hour Famine context. They gained an understanding of some struggles less fortunate people go 
through and learnt about the formula to a successful social movement. The students identified who was in the core, community 
and crowd then started planning an event and challenge for the World Vision 40 Hour Famine. Teacher in charge, Lee-Ann Bosch, 
spoke of her pride in how well the students learned and stretched their perspectives. This group of young people is inspiring 
leaders of the future. 
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Success Outside of School

Breakfast Club is Back! 
Our Breakfast Club programme is beginning in Week 3 this term. Breakfast Club 
is a safe and social environment for students to set themselves up for a great day 
of learning and operates to help out those with sports training, students who 
haven't had time to eat in the morning or students who may not have breakfast to 
eat at home. All students are welcome and will be a part of a friendly and 
accepting environment. The Breakfast Club runs from 8am - 8:30am every 
morning in the kitchen next to Room 21. A teacher will supervise each morning 
and there are no sign ups needed, students can just turn up in the morning. If you 
have any questions please contact teacher in charge, Lucie O’Keeffe on 
lokeeffe@belmontint.school.nz. 

Sports News

Congratulations to Former BIS Alumni 
A new generation of Kiwi high achievers was celebrated at a glitzy gathering in Takapuna on 12 
May. Former BIS students, Janayah Wadsworth, 16, (Singer) and Alice Jones, 17, (Singer) both 
excel in their chosen fields and were presented with the 
2021/2022 Emerging Talent AIMES Awards plus a cash prize 
of $3,000 each. Janayah, who visited us briefly last week, 
also told us of her exciting move to the UK after being 
accepted into the Brit School next year, which boasts 
graduates such as Adele and Jessie J! A massive 
congratulations to both of you.

Alice Jones Janayah Wadsworth

Published Author 
Congratulations to Ellie Job, Room 1, who had her writing, based on the theme of Kaitiakitanga, selected for publication in the iconic 
Toi Toi School Journal, November 2022 edition. This is a huge achievement, ka pai, Ellie! 

Squash Zone Day 
On Wednesday this week we had two teams compete at the North Harbour Squash Zone Day. We have a strong history with this 
competition, having won the boys division in 2019 and 2021. This year it was the girls who brought the trophy back to school! Aggie 
Griffiths, Sally Nicholls, Lucia Sweetman and Dorothea 
Waldron won all four of their matches 3-0. Well done girls, 
a fantastic result. 

The boys team: Ollie Rumball, Mack Anderson and 
Matthew Moran also had some great results, winning their 
first round 3-0, losing the second 2-1, winning the third 2-1 
and narrowly losing their final game 2-1.  

Photos from the day can be viewed here. 

mailto:lokeeffe@belmontint.school.nz
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QWgnDvFgFWdxz4Zx9
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Community News

Hip Hop, Contemporary, Jazz &  
Musical Theatre Classes 
Pocket Rockets Dance is back! 
Fridays in the BIS Dance Studio 
Hiphop 3:15pm 
Contemporary 4:15pm 
Online participation also available if preferred. 
See www.pocketrockets.co.nz  for full timetable  
or contact Jane 021 140 3786 

Guitar/Bass & Ukulele 
Lessons After School 

I have spaces for beginners to 
advanced in group lessons. 

Please email me at: 
heathwatsonguitar@gmail.co

m or call 021 256 1308 for 
more information  

mailto:heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com
mailto:heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com
http://www.pocketrockets.co.nz/

