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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa,  

Thank you for your attendance online during our conferences on Tuesday. We had in excess of 90% attendance during 
the sessions which reflected the engagement of our community. We will be returning to 14 minute slots with a one 
minute change over in early Term 3. Hopefully, these conferences will be able to run face to face. We will continue to 
offer an online option for parents.  
  
Many of you will have read the media coverage recently regarding a new report that has highlighted the fall in 
literacy levels across New Zealand. We have been tracking literacy and numeracy levels at Belmont Intermediate 
School for the last 20 years. Belmont Intermediate consistently attains results that far exceed national averages, 
which is what you would expect with the calibre of teachers we have, and a community that values and supports 
education. Last year 92% of our students made progress in reading, 56.5 % moved two sub-levels, while 35.5% moved 
one sub-level. In terms of writing 97% of our students made progress in 2021 with the added challenge of having 14 
weeks out of the classroom. Prior to the report we also undertook a thorough review of our approach to the teaching 
of reading. Our recommendations align with many from the Hood report. Our Professional Learning plans for Terms 
2 and 3 are designed to implement our recommendations in order to improve our overall teacher practice and 
continue to lift student achievement. In the past two years we believe that, for some students, COVID may have had a 
negative impact on their progress and achievement. We are committed to working with these identified students to 
address this shortfall. We continue to place an emphasis on the need for all learners to read. I will be setting my 
regular holiday reading challenge for our ākonga during my end of term assembly.  

We enjoyed the opportunity to host some return servicemen and current recruits from the RNZN on Tuesday 
morning as part of the ANZAC Day Poppy appeal. Mrs Bosch, along with our class captains organsied the event 
expertly in conjunction with TGS. Our kids gave generously, reaching a donation of $1000. From my perspective the 
highlight of the day was seeing the generations mixing naturally with a cup of tea and Milo in the staffroom talking 
about any number of topics. I was extremely proud of our student representatives and they were great ambassadors 
for our school. 
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Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill  
Principal 

I would like to acknowledge our wonderful teaching staff, admin team and our teacher aides for their commitment, 
professionalism and care they have shown our students to start the year. Once again they have stepped up in trying 
circumstances and continued to provide a safe and supportive environment in which your children are able to 
thrive and progress. I am proud to lead them and be part of the team. 

Congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates today at our last Term 1 ‘Zoom’ Formal Assembly; 
Madeline Hilder, Ariana Vosper, Finn Darragh, Tommy Gourlay, Alexander McCoubrey, Nate Johnson, Alexander 
Fielding, Eric Lui, Lucia Wright, Dorothea Waldron, Ella Haeun, Brooklyn Carew, Alisa Tikalenko and Saskia de Vrij. 

Enjoy a well-deserved break with family and friends over Easter. All of us deserve some time to relax and 
recharge.

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Thursday, 14 April End of Term 1

Monday, 2 May Start of Term 2

Friday, 3 June Peninsula Kahui Ako at Takapuna Grammar - Teacher Only Day - School Closed for Instruction

Monday, 6 June Queen’s Birthday - School Closed for Instruction
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Annabelle Grenfell 

Mila Krzanich

For consistently trying her best across all areas of her learning. Keep up the amazing work, 
Annabelle! 
For demonstrating care and commitment to her learning. Well done, Mila!

Room 2 Eden Smythe  

Israel Faletutulu

For your amazing progress in maths. You have worked so hard to understand number algorithms. 
Your hard work is really paying off. Well done!  
For working so hard in all areas of your learning. You always have such a positive attitude towards 
your learning and others. Great work! 

Room 3 Petra Wehrle  

Sylvie Phillips-Smith 

For a fantastic first term at BIS. Petra, you are such a dedicated learner and display such 
determination in all you do. Keep up the amazing work. 
For being such an enthusiastic, kind hearted individual. Sylvie, your positivity never fails to light up 
the room. Keep being the amazing person you are. 

Room 4 Seb Southwell 

Felix Conroy 

For demonstrating a positive attitude towards learning and commitment to achieving excellence. 
Keep up the excellent attitude and effort, Seb. 
For his effort integrating into the classroom, making and maintaining friendships, and his 
charismatic leadership. You can be proud of your first term at BIS, Felix.

Room 5 Renee Barrett 

Jett Steel 

For working super hard and getting amazing results with her spelling over the past few weeks. 
Well done, Renee! 
For having a positive attitude in class and always working hard to complete his tasks. Awesome 
stuff, Jett!

Room 6 Arlo Nordstrand  

Sienna O’Connell

For his positive attitude towards his learning leading to fantastic progress this term! Well done 
Arlo, keep up the awesome work! 
For her outstanding effort and positivity in mathematics and Integrated Studies! Well done Sienna - 
You are awesome!!! 

Room 7 Lily Maurice 
Dante Tan

For always presenting your work neatly and setting a fabulous example for the class. 
For working extremely hard in maths and reaping the results. You are so motivated - it’s a joy to 
watch!

Room 8 Theo Reddy 
Aston Burrell

For taking risks with his learning and asking questions when he is stuck.  
For consistently demonstrating integrity during class. 

Room 9 Leah Rahmfield 

Milena Martens 

For always being an enthusiastic and active member of the class. You try your best in everything 
you do. You can be very proud of your achievements thus far. Ka Pai! 
For demonstrating a positive attitude towards learning and commitment to achieving excellence. 
Thank you for being such an integral part of Room 9, Milena.

Room 10 Oliver Steel 

Chantal Saltis

For being an absolutely amazing Device Monitor who can always be relied upon to get the job done 
with responsibility and pride. 
For her amazing effort with her writing this week. Well done, Chantal! 

Room 11 Selena Huang 

Rhoan Gallagher

For her excellent attitude and enthusiasm towards her learning. Selena displays an openness to 
continue her learning by asking questions and seeking feedback. 
For an excellent start at BIS. Rhoan demonstrated our core values and is therefore an excellent 
role model. He always remains calm and pleasant, no matter what.

Room 12 Cameron James 

Angus Waddams 

For showing his true potential when he puts his mind to completing his tasks to the best of his 
ability. Keep it up, Cameron. 
For persevering in his work and taking risks, especially when dealing with new concepts. Well 
done, Angus

Room 13 Zara Matthews 

Maddy Sara

For consistently striving for excellence in all curriculum areas, Zara always seeks, and responds 
to feedback.  
For her resilience, and dedication to her learning.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 14 Kanye Griffiths 

Harrison Barber
For making a huge improvement in his effort and focus in his work!  
For being consistently hardworking in his academics and a huge help around the classroom!

Room 15 Milla McKendry 

Natalja Burton 

For her continued dedication to learning and all-round excellence. Milla displays a growth mindset 
and consistently reflects on her learning. Ka pai, Milla.  
For her conscientious attitude and studious work ethic in all areas of learning this term. Natalja 
strives to meet the goals she sets for herself. Ka rawe, Natalja!

Room 16 Riley Watson 
Gigi Browne 

For his positive attitude towards his learning leading to fantastic progress this term. Well done Riley. 
For her consistent and enthusiastic effort in all her work and for taking pride in the presentation of 
her work especially her art.

Room 17 Thancin Hlaing 

Olivia Shen 

For her positive attitude in class and consistently completing her work in an artistic, efficient and 
timely manner. 
For her consistent and enthusiastic effort in all her work and for being a caring and supportive 
friend.

Room 18 Asher Yuan 
Otis King

For writing a superbly interesting, well-researched and educational information report about K2. 
For writing a wonderfully interesting, well-researched and educational information report about Mt 
Tamalpais. 

Room 19 Whole of Room 19 For an outstanding term of learning. Thank you for showing Respect, Courage and Humility. I love 
being your teacher.

Room 20 Micky Geary-Huang 

Monty Henderson

For consistently applying himself with an outstanding effort and persevering until excellence is 
attained. Mickey you always make the most of every learning opportunity. Well done on a great term. 
For consistently striving for personal excellence by working conscientiously in class, and for 
arriving at school with a positive, friendly and considerate attitude. Keep it up Monty

Room 21 Jonty Waddams 

Zoe Mohr

For consistently applying himself to all areas of school life, be it academic progress or on the sports 
field. Keep giving it 100%, Jonty. 
For her enthusiasm and willingness to help others. You have a wonderful community spirit, Zoe.

Room 22 Maihi Swan-Ingham 
Mackenzie Wilson

For doing well in his STEPS programme over the past two weeks. Keep up the great effort, Maihi! 
For creating an outstanding ‘My Teaching Moment’ lesson on Japan. Your information and effort 
blew me away, Mac, well done!

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Finn Darragh, Isadora Dellabarca, Leah Ramfield, 

Aston Burrell, Ryan Wheeler, Juan Jose Mitchell-Pala, 
Annelise Grotian, Lily Maurice, Zarah Travers, Mia 
Chen-Adamson

For excellent effort and application to all tasks in Food 
Technology, both theoretical and practical.

Languages Luffy Xu, Melissa Chai, Ella Jung, Luke Tibbotts, Sasha 
Wilton, Clara Berrux, Oliver Jiang, Millie Irwin

For achieving the top mark in their language quiz.

Visual Art Izzy Lomax, Eric Liu, Zara Matthews, Diana Shao, 
Ruby-Ann Veikune, Eli McKinlay-Rhodes, Evie 
Seeque, Dorothea Waldron, Ava Clentworth, Leo Xiao, 
Hinata Sato, Lilian Carey, Aria Heald, Mirach Ataseven

Excellent application in developing their paintings.

Music Olivia Xie, Lizzy Turner 

Nate Johnson 
Charlie McGhie, Issie Squire, Milla McKendry, Lucia 
Boow, Mia Stevens, Crista Dermott, Luka Hart, 
Summer Farrimond

For willingly assisting with teaching Year 7 students the school 
song. 
Reliably helping to set the music room for orchestra each week. 
For being a self directed learner and making great progress with 
guitar playing throughout the Performing Arts module.  

Hard Tech Alicia Patrick, Ellie Job, Spike Riggall, Arlo Norstrand. 
Larel Morunga Low, Emma Ford, Samuel Perrin

For demonstrating a high skill level when using hand tools and 
completing their Hard Tech project to an excellent standard.

ESOL Sun Kim, Harper Shao For great engagement in the class and the appropriate transition 
from interactive time to quiet time.
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School News

Poppy Day at BIS 
On Tuesday morning, BIS hosted a number of veterans from the RSA as well as some young officers currently serving and 
training in our Royal New Zealand Navy. They were able to collect donations at the gates as well as have a morning tea with 
our Class Captains to share their journeys and fascinating areas of expertise from cryptologists and engineers to returning 
BIS student, Chloe O'Neill, who is a gunner!  

We are honoured and privileged to have been involved in such an important fundraiser. BIS collected and donated $1009 in 
total. Thank you to our parent community for their generosity and to Lee-Ann Bosch for the organisation of the event. 

Capture the Flag! Lunchtime Sport 
This term, every class took part in the Capture the Flag Tournament run 
by Mr Caddigan and the House Captains. There were two divisions, one for 
Year 7 and one for Year 8. Each class had to do their very best to defeat the 
opposing class otherwise they would be out! The classes who made it to 
the final were Year 8: Room 15 and 13 and Year 7: Room 9 and 21.  
The winners for this term were, Room 15 and 21. Congratulations! 
By Izzy Lomax (Tiri House Captain) and Elizabeth Ellis (Pencarrow House 
Captain) 
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Success Outside of School

Athletics 
Every year regional athletic teams are chosen to compete at the National Interprovincial 
Competition. Making the Interprovincial team is the highlight of junior athletics and the 
vast majority of New Zealand Olympians have competed in the competition previously. 

This year, Covid restrictions meant the event itself couldn’t go ahead in its traditional 
form. Instead, athletes from across the country competed in their own regions, their best 
performances submitted and resulting points calculated (using the Decathlon points 
system). 

Connor Brady was selected as a member of the Auckland team and in addition to the 
Auckland team coming 3rd in the teams competition, Connor himself placed 3rd overall in 
New Zealand for the 12 year old boys grade capping off a great season. Well done, 
Connor! 

Help protect Takapuna Reef 
Year 8, Team Motuihe, went on a school trip to compare Takapuna Reef to Goat Island Marine Reserve. On the trip, we found 
out that Takapuna Reef is polluted with lots of rubbish, therefore there are not many fish. We decided to raise awareness and 
try to get people to pick up rubbish, take their rubbish home and encourage others to do the same. Another way to help is by 
using eco-friendly products, so that the harmful chemicals don't pollute the ocean. Do you think you could help by picking up 
rubbish when you see it and taking your rubbish home so the bins don't overflow? How about getting your family to switch to 
eco-friendly products?   
By Lucy Reddecliffe, Jayde O’Keeffe, Celeste Parsons, Saskia de Vrij and Anfisa Trekhleb (Room 22)
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Community News
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Guitar/Bass & Ukulele 
Lessons After School 

I have spaces for beginners to 
advanced in group lessons. 

Please email me at: 
heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com or 

call 021 256 1308 for more information  

Hip Hop, Contemporary, Jazz &  
Musical Theatre Classes 

Pocket Rockets Dance is back! 
Fridays in the BIS Dance Studio 
Hiphop 3:15pm 
Contemporary 4:15pm 

Online participation also available if preferred. 

See www.pocketrockets.co.nz  for full timetable  
or contact Jane 021 140 3786 
jane@pocketrockets.co.nz 
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