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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

I trust that you and your families are holding up as best you can under current circumstances. There is a lot of uncertainty in our lives 
at present and we are all doing our best to remain positive, encourage each other and ensure the safety of our children.  
  
Personally, I have enjoyed being back amongst my colleagues over the holidays and on Zoom. Whilst my sabbatical was not what I 
had envisaged or planned, I was able to rest, reflect and enjoy time with my family, read plenty of books and watch my favourite 
football team, Liverpool, play live. My wife is ecstatic that my cooking repertoire has exponentially increased during lockdown! There 
used to be a stand-up joke in our family that I could only cook 10 meals. That has now ballooned to over 20 with our slow cooker and 
charcoal BBQ getting well used during my sabbatical. The term ‘restaurant quality’ was used on a number of occasions!  
  
Our teachers have prepared exceptionally well for distance learning and have refreshed their programmes to ensure that your 
children continue to be engaged and supported in their learning. I continue to be proud of our students, their resilience and 
commitment to turn up each day and do their best with their online learning. 

Year 8 Camp 
Sadly the extension of distance learning and the fact that Auckland remains at Alert Level 3 has meant that we have had to cancel the 
Year 8 Camps that were due to take place in Weeks 4 and 5 of Term 4. We know that our Year 8 students will be disappointed, 
however, we have developed an alternative programme with Bigfoot, our camp provider, that will take place when we return to 
school. The only activities that the kids will not complete are caving and tubing. We will share full details with our Year 8 families in 
due course. 

TGS Transitions 
We continue to communicate with TGS and have plans in place for testing and transition visits when we return to school. This is a 
fluid situation and we will endeavour to keep you and your children informed should plans change. 

Mandatory Vaccinations 
We are in the process of developing a vaccination register for students aged 12 and over. Students who do not provide evidence of 
vaccination will be considered to be unvaccinated. A vaccination survey and further information will be sent to Year 7 and 8 parents in 
the coming weeks.  
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We need to gather this information to help us support public health authorities in their rapid risk assessment if there was a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 in our school. A highly vaccinated staff and student population could support the school to remain open, 
limit the duration of any closure, or limit the numbers of students and staff asked to self-isolate. All vaccination data collected is held 
in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020. 
  
I am delighted to share that we have been working with our full staff and external suppliers for some weeks now, gathering 
information and encouraging vaccination. By November 15, we will have 96% of our staff onsite having received both doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccination. 

The Ministry of Health also requires every staff member to return a negative COVID test prior to their return to school, regardless of 
vaccination status. 
  
In the lead up to 1 January 2022, staff who have only received a single dose will continue to be tested weekly until they have 
completed their two doses. 
  
The health and safety of our staff and students is our utmost priority, notably as only a small number of our learners are currently 
eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. I am truly grateful to my whole staff and our suppliers for their openness and co-operation 
with our information requests as we undertake our rigorous Health and Safety planning.  
  
Moving to staffing matters, and after 28 years at BIS, we farewelled Maggie McIlroy on Wednesday. Maggie is looking forward to 
retirement and hopefully seeing her family in Melbourne soon.  Maggie will be missed by our staff and students alike. 
  
I would like to welcome Melissa Churches to the role of Office Administrator. Melissa comes from a customer service background 
and was an outstanding candidate for the role. Melissa is looking forward to meeting our students, parents and extended whānau 
when we return to school. 
  
As always I am available to speak with you on the phone or via Zoom should you have any questions about our distance learning 
programme or any other matters concerning your children. Like you, we will continue to do our best, encourage one another and 
support our young people through this difficult time.   

Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates this week via a GoogleMeet; Reuben Cutler,  William Mutch, 
Hugo Moeller, Stella Percival, Bryant Baxter, Lan Anh Do, Caleb Wilson, Evie Brodie, Angus O’Brien, Lama Kattaya, Luffy Xu, Thancin 
Hlaing, Jessica Ellis, Milla McKendry, Keira Byers, Munich Thanee, Jonathan O’Brien, Ella Jung, Izzy Acland, William Robson, Oliver 
Moy, Luisa Dong, Thomas Crawford, Matthew Kirk, Seif Ali, Luka Simperingham, Marchella Gobbie, Peri Alexander, Juliette Skerten 
and Charlotte Crotty. 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday, 25 October Labour Day, No online learning today

Monday, 1 November Board Meeting, 6:30pm, location TBA

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill  
Principal 
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Connor Brady  

Jamie Wells 
For identifying gaps in his learning and trying his best to fill them. Keep up the good work! 
For his kind and caring nature in class. He always makes sure everyone is included. Jamie has creative, out-
of-the-box ideas which leads him to many successes. 

Room 2 Zara Matthews 

Cameron James 

For completing her final inquiry project to a high standard, full of creativity and uniqueness. I am extremely 
proud of you, Zara!  
For continuing to show self efficacy and independence during distance learning, always striving for excellence 
and completing all his assigned tasks on time. Go Cam! 

Room 3 Alice Ingham 

Zoe Logie

For her endless positivity, kind heart and fun sense of humour. Alice, you are such a joy to teach! You never 
fail to brighten our days whether it is online or in class. Room 3 is extremely lucky to have you!  
For her amazing effort during distance learning. Zoe consistently works to the best of her ability across all 
subject areas.I am so proud of how much you have grown this year, Zoe! Keep up the amazing work! 

Room 4 Celeste Parsons 

Liam Word 

For making a strong start to Term 4, especially in maths. Celeste displays a lot of courage during workshops 
by taking risks and answering questions. 
For applying outstanding effort and striving for excellence in all areas of learning. Liam participates fully 
during online workshops and is a pleasure to teach. 

Room 5 Marcel Raymond 

Isabella Steel 

For showing immense determination in his maths during distance learning even when it gets hard. Keep up 
the wonderful attitude, Marcel! 
For her positive attitude towards all her schoolwork and for submitting an excellent inquiry project at the end 
of Term 3. We are lucky to have you!

Room 6 Ava Clethworth  

Erwin Hui 

For going above and beyond submitting a fantastic final Integrated studies project-a collaborative assignment 
in lockdown can be difficult but you nailed it Ava! Amazing work!! 
For submitting a number of excellent writing pieces this lockdown including his ‘Out my window’ poem and IS 
news report. Great work Erwin, I can’t wait to read more!

Room 7 Louis De Beer 
Freya James

Welcome to BIS, Louis! We are very excited to have you and your family as part of our Room 7 whānau. 
For always enriching our Room 7 environment with your positive attitude, bright smile and witty comments. 
We are very lucky to have you!

Room 8 Isla Inch 

Sam Cook 

For dedication and commitment to her learning during lockdown, her helpful and friendly attitude and an 
outstanding effort and creativity. Well done, Isla. 
For his focused effort and organisation during distance learning and his positive attitude and commitment to 
learning. Well done, Sam

Room 9 Elissa Turner 
Teo Besier

For her creativity, effort and organisation during distance learning. 
For a focused effort on organisation during distance learning.

Room 10 Georgie Cutler- Doughty 

Brooklyn Carew 

For her creativity and effort with her outstanding final inquiry project. Thank you for your effort, Georgie, 
you’re a really talented presenter!  
For her consistently positive attitude and her remarkable organisational and communication skills during 
distance learning. I am so impressed, Brooklyn!

Room 11 Lucie Colthart 

Eva Steckler 

For her wonderful sense of humour and mature mindset. You make a great impact on our class, Lucie, thank 
you! 
For adding spunk to our class! We love how you share your humour and creative flair with our class. The 
sky's the limit for you, Eva!

Room 12 Ayla Yildiz 

Nathan Fry 

For showing commitment in her learning during lockdown and showing respect in her communication with 
others. 
Being consistent during lockdown by attending zoom’s, workshops and completing tasks daily without 
reminders.  

Room 13 Ryo Kurose 

Rosara Davis 

For his outstanding efforts in all curriculum areas during lockdown - particularly in reading, awesome work, 
Ryo! 
For her quiet behind the scenes diligence, no task is too much trouble. Rosie always gives 110 percent in 
everything she does.

Room 14 Chloe Conroy 

Ethan Pearce 

For her commitment, creativity and thoughtfulness during Learning@Home, and for her positive contributions 
in class meetings. Ka pai, Chloe. 
For his commitment and hard work in maths throughout Learning@Home, and personal interest in his 
learning. Bravo, Ethan.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 15 Lucien Traxler 

Ben Moorby 

Lucien has been an independent and focused worker while learning online. He is able to produce quality work 
and offers insightful contributions. Keep it up, Lucien! 
For showing incredible self-management and organisation. Ben keeps the lines of communication open and 
knows how to keep our spirits high. Thank you, Ben.

 Room 16 Grace Moore 

Aisha Hussien 

For showing such positivity and enthusiasm towards distance learning throughout Term 3. Keep up the great 
work, Grace! 
For creating an outstanding ‘croquembouche’ for our Room 16 Bake Off! Well done, Aisha for putting so much 
effort into this. You are very talented! 

Room 17 Laurits Quist-Bagger 

Tristan Allemann 

For consistently working to the best of his ability through lockdown. He has also helped others during this time, 
remaining a beacon of light for his friends. Well done.  
For exceptional responses and commitment to learning, specifically in our recent Integrated Studies learning. 
Your drive for accumulation of knowledge is remarkable. 

Room 18 James Douglas 
Karl Letica 

For his excellent commitment to learning and displaying great creativity in his work—ka rawe, James! 
For his fantastic attitude and his renewed focus and dedication to learning throughout lockdown. Well done Karl, 
keep it up!

Room 19 Brooke Akalich 

Luiza Grigoryan 

For researching, planning and writing an outstanding essay on the struggle for equal rights for women in New 
Zealand.  
For  being proactive in her learning, asking relevant questions and advocating for a student's perspective in  
teaching and learning decisions. 

Room 20 Drew Cotter 
Plub Sangwangloi

For starting the term with a positive, enthusiastic attitude. Keep it up, Drew. You have had an impressive start. 
For demonstrating great courage and resilience during lockdown, and remaining positive and optimistic in 
incredibly difficult times. I am so proud of you, Plub.

Room 21 Leleia Parker 
Crista Dermott

For her great start to the new term and renewing her attendance and focus. 
For her consistent application throughout lockdown no matter the challenge.

Room 22 Maia Congdon 
Amelie Williams

For showing a huge improvement in the effort and depth of thinking that she is putting into her work. 
For the consistently high effort and commitment she puts into her learning at all times. 

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Jessica Donnelly, Aksel Hopkins, Kyla Turner, Marchella 

Gobbie, Toby Morrison, Charlotte Crotty, Zach Walpert, 
Vincent Wright, Isla McLean, Charlotte Thomas

For an excellent start to Food Tech online...completing all online activities 
and creating a successful practical cooking outcome for their whanau.

Languages Giovanni Dozzi, Aria Heald & Evie Parsons 

Milla McKendry, Jessie Marshall, Georgia McInally, Angel 
Nan, Teo Besier, Reuben Cutler, Jacob Sickling, Lachlan 
Kettle, Farrah Grice-Douaglas, Anfisa Tekleb, Baxter       
McNaughton, Elizabeth Ellis, Belle Philips, Crista Dermott, 
Rachelle Wilson &  Zara Matthews 

For performing an excellent puppet conversation  and involving one 
member of their whanau! It was so great to see this! 

For creating some amazing puppets and decor for their conversation, which 
was also performed superbly 

Music Lucia Boow, Jack Cockayne, Sienna Veikune, Amy Sathiah, 
Amelie Williams, Evie Parsons, Stella Percival, Oliver 
Service, Oliver Jiang, Zoe Logie, Ella Tibbotts, Angus 
O’Brien

Completing excellent work during lockdown.

Science Hugo Moeller, Nadia Letica, Molly McKellar, Micky Geary-
Huang, Isla Inch, Sam Fraserhurst, Lucy Bates, Amelia 
Legg, Maddy Sara, Cuinn Borella, Celeste Parsons, William 
Word, Maisey Kearns, Sophia Hay

Every online science lesson in Term 3 completed to an excellent standard.   
Congratulations to these students.

Visual Art Munich Thanee, Summer Farimond, Millie Irwin, Keira 
Byers, Jamie Beecroft, Ben Herd, Ruben Newton, Nadia 
Letica, Lucy Bates. Alex Jiang, Adele Chan, Hugo Moeller, 
Celeste Parsons, Tyler Cox, Saskia de Vrij, Emma Walter, 
Ruby Milne, Emilia Pearce, Frankie Webb, Skye Grice-
Douglas, Samuel Cook

Great effort in the final week of Term 3 art online learning.

ESOL Leon Crooks 

Vira Guba

Excellent effort and attitude in all aspects of online learning! Well done, 
Leon. 
Well done for asking such good questions during our online classes and 
excellent work on your poem about spring! 
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School  News

ICAS Testing 
As a result of the extended lockdown period in Auckland, BIS is unable to participate in ICAS testing for 2021. This was a 
difficult decision to make but we must consider the well-being of our learners and also importantly, we must prioritise the little 
instructional time they will get back at school with the classroom teacher. Janison Solutions will fully refund you of the 
purchase price. Please contact them at icasassessments@janison.com with the following information: 

Order No: Please insert 
Reason for the refund: Due to the extended lockdown in Auckland, New Zealand, Belmont Intermediate is unable to participate 
in ICAS Testing for 2021 
Name of the school: Belmont Intermediate School 

Creative Christina! 
During lockdown, one of our teacher aides, Christina Tutakiau and her whānau got busy creating this amazing helicopter/ den/ 
playhouse! Amazing work, Christina and co!

Devonport RSA Competition 
Please be advised that due to the recent lockdown and changing Covid 19 alert levels the Devonport RSA has had to postpone 
all of it's competitions until early 2022 to coincide with Anzac Day Commemorations. They will keep and include any entries 
we have already received from all students. 

mailto:icasassessments@janison.com
mailto:icasassessments@janison.com
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Success Outside of School

EPro8 Grand Final 
Congratulations to Lucas Kandziora, from Room 8, who recently competed in the online version of the EPro8 Grand Final. 
After making an epic marble run out of just paper and sellotape, Lucas was delivered an official EPro8 kit to design his 
grand final entry. You can see a video of it here. We will post the grand final result in the next newsletter. Ka pai, Lucas!

Lockdown School Song 
Our very talented music teacher, Robyn Norwell, has spent some downtime adapting our school song for Covid times! 
Maybe the students can learn this one as an alternative and sing it to start their online learning each day!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zDOOQaX1lJvjeLkpLrpTkUq5gp-J_-6n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zDOOQaX1lJvjeLkpLrpTkUq5gp-J_-6n/view?usp=sharing
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