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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

I hope that you and your whānau have been able to enjoy some long-awaited refreshments beyond the home this week, 
with businesses open for food and drink to take away. I’ve already indulged in a few hot chocolates from my local cafe 
and we’re looking forward to some family takeaway treats this weekend.  
  
We are all extremely hopeful that we will return to at least level two after the upcoming school holidays. Our staff and 
students are really missing the connection of social interactions and face to face learning in our classrooms. Providing 
that we do return to school after the holidays, we intend to have some well deserved reduced device time, namely 
“Device Detox”. We appreciate the amount of time that our tamariki have spent on their screens for learning, as well as 
their leisure time on devices too. Therefore, our initial program will include a range of activities such as school journal 
reading and plays, games, interactive tasks, book work, additional physical education and creative activities. 

Our upcoming Year 8 camps are still on the horizon for weeks four and five of term four.  Once again, we are hopeful that 
we can attend this exciting, memorable and worthwhile event. This will be another opportunity where students are able 
to connect socially with each other and try new activities that challenge them physically and mentally - a great distraction 
from the Covid pandemic and the continued lockdowns we’ve encountered over the past two years! In order for us to 
attend both camps with the right safety numbers in place, we need a number of parental support. If you are interested in 
attending camp with your child, please contact Mrs Ann-Maree Clark aclark@belmontint.school.nz  

Staffing News 
We are very grateful to Mrs Susan Revell who has reconsidered her position since the situation of the current lockdown 
and her forthcoming plans for retirement. Susan has therefore decided to remain at Belmont Intermediate School until 
the end of the school year. She appreciates that this has been a tumultuous time for the students and to ensure 
consistency, she is willing to delay her retirement in order for the students to receive their planned science program. The 
science vacancy will be filled in January 2022 and we are pleased that Susan will remain with us for a further term.  

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education
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We are also pleased to announce that Mrs Bianca Steyn is pregnant with her third child. Bianca and her husband, Sammy, 
are delighted that they are having a baby girl, due in January.  Bianca will be taking maternity leave for the first term and 
will return in term two 2022.  

Our construction work for the new classrooms will resume very soon, as we prepare for additional students to join our 
school at the start of next year. Classrooms 23 and 24 are still expected to be completed before the new term in 2022 to 
accommodate our growing roll. 

The teachers and I have been incredibly impressed with the work produced by our students and the enthusiasm they have 
displayed with their distance learning. The examples of work and the photographs of their learning has been a wonderful 
display in our newsletters this term.  

I would like to finally extend my sincere appreciation for the support I have received from the school community during my 
term as Acting Principal. It certainly hasn’t been the experience I was expecting, which has been disappointing. However, I 
have still managed to learn a great deal and gain a wider experience in the role. I’m sure you will all resonate with me that 
this hasn’t been the ideal sabbatical for our Principal, Mr Nick Hill. Unfortunately, Nick’s plans have obviously been 
prevented from happening, however, I know that Nick is very much looking forward to being back in the leadership role and 
reconnecting with our school community at the start of term four.  
  
I would also like to thank the staff at Belmont Intermediate School for their continued support and hard work this term. Your 
work is highly valued and very much appreciated. The students at BIS are fortunate to have such dedicated and committed 
staff.  

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, 1 October Last day of Term 3

Monday, 18 October First day of Term 4

Monday, 25 October Labour Day, School Closed for Instruction

Ngā mihi nui  

 
Claire Janes 
Acting Principal 
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Evie Parsons 

Keely Shaw 

For her continuous pursuit of personal excellence. Evie you are proving you are an amazing self-directed 
learner.  
Keely has displayed a positive attitude when learning new concepts in maths over zoom. Well done Keely, keep 
it up!

Room 2 Nicole Wang 

Zara Matthews

For the mature and graceful manner she presents herself during lockdown, as well as her consistent high 
standard of completed tasks. Keep it up, Nicole!  
For having a positive attitude during lockdown, always joining our zoom meetings with a smile on her face and 
delivering tasks to a very high standard! Go Zara! 

Room 3 Poppy Slater-Brown 

Pace Beckett  

For consistently approaching every day with a positive attitude and brightening up distance learning with her 
optimism and humour. We really appreciate you, Poppy!  
For her amazing dedication and contribution in distance learning workshops. Thank you for all the energy you 
bring into your learning, Pace! Keep up the amazing work! 

Room 4 Benjamin Gardner 

Millie Irwin 

For being diligent and responsible during online learning, always participating fully in workshops, and 
completing tasks to a high standard. Keep it up, Benjamin. 
For consistently applying effort to her work and presenting it to a very high standard. Millie, you are always 
responsible, kind, and diligent. 

Room 5 Daniel Yu 

Emma Walter 

For his dedication to his learning and persevering to complete tasks to the best of his abilities. Keep up the 
wonderful work you are doing, Daniel! 
For displaying an openness and willingness to continue extending her learning by asking questions and 
seeking feedback. Keep up the amazing work, Emma!

Room 6 Niko Rasovo  

Maddy Sara  

For his positive attitude and perseverance during distance learning! Niko’s enthusiastic smile and dedication 
has been encouraging for us all to keep going! Thank you and well done, Niko! 
For her commitment to all our BIS values. Maddy is always willing to go the extra mile and has been such a 
help and support to myself and her classmates during lockdown and distance learning! Maddy, you’re an asset 
to Room 6, thank you!

Room 7 Skye Grice-Douglas 

Lama Kattaya

For consistently keeping up a positive attitude to your learning and also taking responsibility for it by making 
sure to ask lots of questions. Well done! 
For winning our class bake off / photo competition with the most delicious looking baking and stunning, artistic 
shot. Fantastic effort!

Room 8 Bobby Nitzsche-Zwart 
Matthew Moran

For her positive enthusiastic attitude and showing a continued effort during distance learning 
For making a concerted effort with his work during distance learning and for sharing photographs and art 
work.  

Room 9 Harrison Todd 

Ella Tibbots

For his continuous effort and high standards during distance learning. Harrison is committed to his learning 
and demonstrates a positive and enthusiastic attitude at all times. 
For her positivity, hard-work and dedication during distance learning.

Room 10 Katya Naserallah 

Keira Byers 

For her impeccable work ethic and outstanding communication whilst learning online. Katya, I am so proud of 
your dedication to achieve your goals! 
For going above and beyond in all areas of her learning. Not only is Keira’s work of an incredibly high standard, 
she continues to push herself daily with extension tasks.

Room 11 Molly Taurere 

Ryoma Wilson

For putting herself out there, by entering (and winning) competitions in Te wiki o te Reo Māori and To Books 
and Beyond Week. Great confidence shown, Molly - rawe! 
For the wonderful sense of humour he brings to our class, and for showcasing great sporting skills. We love 
having you in Room 11, Ryoma!

Room 12 Freddie Cate 
Jack Gillbanks

For showing a keen interest in his awesome inquiry project during online learning. 
For showing respect and commitment during our online zooms by showing up daily. 

Room 13 Flynn Proffitt 

Oliver Moy

For diligently completing his distance learning work, and consistently producing work of an outstanding 
standard. Keep up the amazing work, Flynn! 
For continuing to uphold all the school values throughout lockdown. Oliver’s work ethic and the standard of the 
work he produces are always of an excellent standard.

Room 14 Brooklyn Horne 

Leon Boardman-Hill

For being one of our L4 Edition Lockdown superstars - positive attitude, enthusiasm for learning, producing 
excellent work and a Kahoot champion. 
For being one of our L4 Edition Lockdown superstars - positive attitude, enthusiasm for learning, producing 
excellent work and a Kahoot champion.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 15 Thomas Crawford 

Matthew Kirk 

For igniting discussion about our class novel and asking thought provoking questions. Thomas, your effort has 
been amazing during online learning. I’m proud of you!  
For his incredible organisational skills and productivity during online learning. Matthew, you have shown 
resilience and you’re someone to rely on. Thank you!

 Room 16 Rose Judson 

Hannah Schmack

For diligently completing her distance learning work and always trying her best! Keep it up, Rose, you’re doing 
amazing! 
For demonstrating her positive, upbeat and humorous self on all class zooms, whilst trying her best! Thank you 
for being you, Hannah! 

Room 17 Harry Shannon 

Maia Stebbing 

For continuing to put effort into his training, completing the greatest distance in the 3KM challenge. Well done, 
Harry. Great things to come in the future.  
For using this distance learning time wisely, completing all activities to the best of her ability, and extending her 
learning. Well done, Maia. 

Room 18 Vincent Wright 

Juliette Skerten 

For his initiative and useful contributions during class zoom meetings and his excellent consistency in 
completing work from home—ka pai, Vincent! 
For her outstanding attitude and engagement in learning throughout lockdown—Juju, you can be so proud of 
your efforts!

Room 19 Sophia Twine 
Rafferty Clayton

For an amazing piece of creative writing weaving in both Maori and English story telling. 
For thoughtful engagement and self management in our distance learning programme

Room 20 Marine Carle 
Archie Somerville-Ryan 
Fletcher Gulik

For being amazing Class Captains for Rm 20. You have worked so hard keeping everyone positive and engaged 
over lockdown. I wouldn’t be able to do it without your help. We are all so lucky to have you in our class. Thank 
you

Room 21 Lucia Boow 

Jack Cockayne

For her diligence and thoughtfulness in our distance learning programme. Her work is always of the highest 
standard. 
For how he has embraced distance learning and focused on his self-direction. Always first at a workshop, 
always first with a question and always first to participate and help out.

Room 22 Daniel Fu 

Vicharika Chhieu

For his excellent organisation in getting set work completed to a high standard and for his lovely morning 
greetings over zoom each day. 
For her excellent organisation and self management skills when completing her work from home.  

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Indiana McCarthy, Tristan Alleman, Ava Fitzgerald, Alice 

Nelson, Kanza Lalani, Denver Perkins, Luna Kim 
John An, Lucy Lumsden, Sasha Wilton, Alex Ness 

Total commitment to online learning, enthusiastically completing both 
theory and practical tasks every week. 
Total commitment to online learning, enthusiastically completing tasks 
every week.

Languages Bobbie Nitzsche, Luffy Xu, Clara Marsh, Mirach Ataseven, 
Molly Prinsep, Jacob Perry, Elisabeth Ellis, Jack Farmer, 
Jessie Marshall, Connor Davies

For continuing an excellent online work  during distance learning.

Music Scarlett Kingston, Molly Prinsep, Connor Davies, Baxter 
McNaughton, Daniel Yu, Jack Farmer, Miki MacLaren, Luffy 
Yu, Brooklyn Carew, Gabriella Nguyen

For maintaining a very high standard of online work throughout lockdown.

Science Saskia De Vrij, Lizzy Turner, Olivia Xie, Keira Byers, Lama 
Kattaya, Bowdon Murray, Emily Western, Natalja Burton, 
Jessica Ellis, Amy Sluiter

Consistent, excellent standard of work during online science learning. 

Visual Art Maddy Sara, Hinata Sato, Rebecca Rose, Emilia Pearce, 
Amelia Legg, Ben Herd, Hugo Moeller, Celeste Parsons, 
Emily Western, Alex Jiang, Nadia Letica, Saskia de Vrij, 
Emma Austin, Jessica Ellis, Katya Naserallah, Evie Brodie, 
Liam Word

For commitment to Visual Art tasks online, setting themselves high 
standards.

ESOL Munich Thanee 

Clara Berrux

Outstanding effort and consistency in independent reading and completing 
ESOL tasks to a high standard. Great work! 
Excellent effort and consistency in fully participating in online ESOL classes. 
Great work!   
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Te Wiki o te Reo Maori

Tena koutou, Tena koutou, Tena koutou, katoa 
As a school BIS signed up to participate in the largest celebration of te reo Māori the world has ever seen, this happened at 
12 pm on Tuesday the 14th of September to reflect the same day and hour in 1972 where 30,000 signatures were delivered to 
parliament to make te reo Māori an official language of Aotearoa. We met on zoom played waiata and te reo kahoots. For Te 
Wiki O Te Reo Maori week BIS was given a chance to participate in a variety of different activities set out for them in slides 
made by Whaea Caitlin. These activities got students more involved in learning te reo Māori and Tikanga (culture). Students 
had the chance to compete in wero (challenges). These challenges were like pronouncing the longest place 
name, Taumatawhakatangihangakoauauotamateaturipukakapikimaungahoronukupokaiwhenuakitanatahu, what do you 
meme- creating te reo memes, Kupu o te ra and more. Students had 
an opportunity to do choice board activities during the week of literacy, 
quizzes, games, arts, music and more. This was an interesting and diverse 
week of online learning for the students and teachers.  
Maddy Sara Room 6 

Katya Naserallah Room 10

Room 6’s Maori Language Moment

Amy Sluiter Room 9 made fried bread

Wuruhi picture by Amelia Legg Room 6

Cooper (Room 11) and Baxter (Room 5) 
McNaughton made yummy rēwena bread 

for Te wiki o te Reo Māori

Poppy Cousins Room 6

Sasha Wilton Room 9
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Lockdown  News

Meme by Amelia Peacocke Room13

Chief Hotura

Chief Hotura was the son of a very highly respected chief called
Auau-Ke-te-rangi who lived in Hawaiki many many years ago around the
1300s so about 700-800 years ago!  He was chosen to lead one of the
wakas filled with Maori people.  They were part of the first group of Maori
people to migrate to NZ in 1350.  The canoe was called the Tainui waka
which became known as the iwi he came from - the Tainui tribe.

Chief Hotura had a very big impact on our country Aotearoa, because he
guided the Tainui waka safely to NZ.  They were given the task by the
chiefs in Hawaiki to find ‘the place of the resting woman’ which was to be
their spiritual destination.  This place is on the West coast of the King
country around the middle of the North Island.  They knew they had found
the place of the resting woman as there were two mountains with a tree on
top of each one.   They appear to be like the breasts of a woman.  They
named the marae after chief Hotura’s father - Auau-Ke-Te-Rangi marae.
The Tainui canoe is buried behind this marae.

The Maori people that came from the Tainui waka eventually split off into
different tribes and moved to other locations around the North Island.  One
of these tribes is the Ngati Raukawa tribe which is the tribe I am a direct
descendant of.  My great great great great grandmother was Rangiuria
Rakera Te Paia who was born in the 1820’s and she was from the Ngati
Raukawa tribe.  This is a picture of her:

Maori history piece from Maihi Swan-Ingham Room 5

A Reflection on Te wiki o te reo Māori 
My classmates and I felt like we were learning more about our country's history 
every day. Te wiki o te reo Māori was a truly fascinating experience for everyone. 
Before last week, I didn’t know much about our history or culture, but now I feel 
a lot more confident. BIS did an amazing job of giving us kids this great 
experience and knowledge throughout the year in our te reo lessons and last 
week. 

Marchella Gobbie Room 17

Extreme Reading ‘To Books and Beyond’ Week 
The winner of Book Week Extreme Reader - Teacher Challenge was Shae Friedrichs 
from Room 11 - nice one, Shae!

Sasha Wilton Room 9
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NZ Bird Drawing Competition ‘To Books and Beyond’ Week Winners 
Congratulations to the NZ Bird Drawing competition winners, chosen by our guest author for Book Week, Sue Copsey!

1st: Olivia Xie 2nd: Molly Taurere

3rd = :  
Amy Sluiter (left) and  
Charlotte Crotty (right)    

Meanwhi le , Room 18 ’s la tes t 
lockdown competition, challenged the 
students to see what they could 
create using only the cells of a Google 
sheets template. The students 
embraced this minimalist task to 
create some wonderful pixel-art 
illustrations! Well done, Brad Perry, 
on your winning Baby Yoda piece!
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7-Day 3km Challenge 
After a huge uptake and 850 emails later, Alice Browning has collated and released the results!  
Congratulations to Mrs Clark and her Room 13 Students for coming out the champions, followed by Mr Nichol and Room 4 
for second place, with Miss Tustian and Room 15 coming in third. The winning house is Brett - congratulations to them! 
Room 13 will bask in the luxury of a pizza shout lunch and all of Brett will enjoy a mufti day when we return to school. Well 
done to everyone who took part, it was, as ever, a very popular challenge.  Overall our staff and students clocked up an 
impressive 4726.47km! Thank you Alice for coordinating and sorting through 850 email entries! 

A special mention about a couple of entries: Harry Shannon did the longest 
distance in one day - a whopping 118km bike ride. And our French Teacher 
Sandrine Douarin was not far behind with an 83km ride one day! 
Alice’s favourite entry was from Jack Gillbanks who mapped out a picture of a dog 
on one of his rides with his dad!

ICAS ASSESSMENT Test Sitting DATES Time

Writing Thursday 21 October
Requires ‘Locked Down’ browser

Y7’s 9am

Y8’s 11.30

English Friday 22 October Y7’s 9am

Y8’s 11.30

Science
Tuesday 26 October Y7’s 9am

Y8’s 11.30

Spelling Bee
Thursday 28 October

Requires ‘Locked Down’ browser
Y7’s 9am

Y8’s 11.30

Mathematics
Friday 29 October Y7’s 9am

Y8’s 11.30

School  News

New ICAS Sitting Dates 
Please see the table below for the new ICAS 
sitting dates in term 4. Remember to 
download the ‘Locked Down Browser’ onto 
your student’s device if detailed for the tests 
your student is sitting.

Baxter McNaughton

Marine CarleWilliam McLeod
Mackenzie Campbell-Cree

https://www.icasassessments.com/support-locked-down-browser/
https://www.icasassessments.com/support-locked-down-browser/
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums 
and Bass 

If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new 
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information or call 021 256 
1308. Guitar, bass and drums. 30min group lessons (single 
person lessons available too). 

Ukulele Lessons 
If your child is interested ukulele group lessons after school at 
Belmont Int. Please contact Heath Watson on the above 
contact options. Class will be dependant on numbers.

Success Outside of School

Guitar Lessons After School 
We have spaces for a beginners class Thursday 3.30pm 
starting Term 3. 

Please email me at: 
heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com or call 021 256 1308 

We need you to ROCK!!! 
For many, lockdown is the perfect opportunity for a good clean out. Our talented Rock Band 
would like to help you take some clutter off your hands. We are in desperate need of 
donations of new gear that's in good working order. We are looking for: drum kits or items 
related to drum kits, electric and bass guitars, microphones, microphone leads, PA 
equipment, speakers, cables and mixing desks. We'd be very appreciative of any donations 
to keep our reputable Rock Band rockin'! 

 

The Programme 
The programme is run over two days during the holiday’s giving year 7 & 8 
girls the opportunity to try different sports and physical activities. We have 
coaches from different sporting codes come in and take the girls for a session.  
We understand not all girls want to play a sport, so we also include activities 
such as Dance, CrossFit, Boxing for Fitness and Spin classes, showing the girls 
there are other ways to be physically active.   
We would love to see the Girls who like sport or want to be more active but 
not sure where to start or what they might enjoy doing. 
There is no cost to attend the Programme, but Girls will have to apply as we 
have limited numbers. 
THIS PROGRAMME WILL ONLY RUN IN ALERT LEVEL 2 OR BELOW 
AND ALL SAFTEY MEASUES TAKEN AS RECOMMENDED  
 
Thursday 14th October, Friday 15th October                                             
9am – 2.30pm 

PITA PIT LUNCH PROVIDED EVERYDAY  

NORTHCOTE COLLEGE GYM 

For application form: anthyde@taniadaltonfoundation.org.nz  

Or follow the link:  https://forms.gle/56BU5HJquteS1iBS9 

New Zealand’s Next Top Drummer! 
Just before lockdown Nathan Fry sat his Grade 6 (of 8 grades) London 
School of Music Drum Exam and passed with 91% and a distinction. This 
is his 5th distinction. He’s been playing drums since he was 6 years old. 
He’s also plays the guitar and sings. The photo below is of Nathan 
performing at a drum show last year. Congratulations, whakamihi, 
Nathan!

http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
mailto:heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com
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DEVONPORT REMEMBERS 

REMEMBRANCE DAY: NOVEMBER 2021 
Poetry, Story & Art Competition 

The Devonport RSA is conducting a Poetry, Story & Art Competition in 
conjunction with Remembrance Day 2021. 

The aim of the Competition is to raise awareness  

of the impact on the Devonport community of the casualties of war. 

Details of the competition are: 

Young poets, writers, and artist’s original material 

• The competition is open to primary and intermediate school students either living in 
our community or attending a secondary school within the Devonport – Takapuna area. 

• Prizes: Based on the number and type of entries received book vouchers, valued at 
$50.00 each, will be awarded. Alternatively, a private one-and-a-half-hour art lesson from 
a local and renowned artist may be awarded. 

• Entries close at 5,00pm Sunday 10 October 2021 

• Judging criteria includes: 
   
Poem/Story 
• Clear focus on the topic: Remembering –Why and How?”  
• Choice of words & content  
• Creating impact. 
• Age of student 

Artwork 
• A poster theming around ANZAC or Remembrance Day using any 'visual' media, i.e., pencil, 

pen, paint, or pastel 
• Must be the children’s/ student’s own work. Inspiration may be taken from picture books, 

movies photos etc. may be used. 
• Design, composition, and impact.  
• Age of student 

Full details of the Competition are available on the Devonport RSA’s website: 

http://www.devonportrsa.co.nz/events 

Submitting the poem, story, or artwork: Email to manager@devonportrsa.co.nz Include 
student full name, age, school, with a parent or teacher’s name and contact details (phone and 
email).

If you have any queries about the Competition please contact the RSA Manager at 
manager@devonportrsa.co.nz 


	We are very grateful to Mrs Susan Revell who has reconsidered her position since the situation of the current lockdown and her forthcoming plans for retirement. Susan has therefore decided to remain at Belmont Intermediate School until the end of the school year. She appreciates that this has been a tumultuous time for the students and to ensure consistency, she is willing to delay her retirement in order for the students to receive their planned science program. The science vacancy will be filled in January 2022 and we are pleased that Susan will remain with us for a further term.
	Our construction work for the new classrooms will resume very soon, as we prepare for additional students to join our school at the start of next year. Classrooms 23 and 24 are still expected to be completed before the new term in 2022 to accommodate our growing roll.
	As a school BIS signed up to participate in the largest celebration of te reo Māori the world has ever seen, this happened at 12 pm on Tuesday the 14th of September to reflect the same day and hour in 1972 where 30,000 signatures were delivered to parliament to make te reo Māori an official language of Aotearoa. We met on zoom played waiata and te reo kahoots. For Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori week BIS was given a chance to participate in a variety of different activities set out for them in slides made by Whaea Caitlin. These activities got students more involved in learning te reo Māori and Tikanga (culture). Students had the chance to compete in wero (challenges). These challenges were like pronouncing the longest place name, Taumatawhakatangihangakoauauotamateaturipukakapikimaungahoronukupokaiwhenuakitanatahu, what do you meme- creating te reo memes, Kupu o te ra and more. Students had an opportunity to do choice board activities during the week of literacy, quizzes, games, arts, music and more. This was an interesting and diverse week of online learning for the students and teachers.
	After a huge uptake and 850 emails later, Alice Browning has collated and released the results!
	Alice’s favourite entry was from Jack Gillbanks who mapped out a picture of a dog on one of his rides with his dad!
	Please see the table below for the new ICAS sitting dates in term 4. Remember to download the ‘Locked Down Browser’ onto your student’s device if detailed for the tests your student is sitting.

